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This first regular issue of 2020 focuses on the Plenary Council that took
place at the end of last year in Kampala,
Uganda. The articles that you will read
in this Petit Echo, give you an idea of
the questions which were addressed
and concern our experience and especially the future prospect for our Society,
the expression of its charism and the
mission that has been entrusted to it.
The article by Francis Barnes and
the exhortation of the Superior Delegate of EPO, give an idea of the direction that the Society of Missionaries of
Africa is taking, 3 years after the General Chapter of 2016. These three
years coincided with the process of
spiritual preparation for the Jubilee celebration of the 150th anniversary of the
foundation of our two institutes. This
preparation certainly inspired the thinking throughout the Plenary Council.
May the Master of the Mission grant
our Society the grace to serve him according to its charism.
Freddy Kyombo
Cover:
Decoration of the Altar at Lourdel House
PHOTO FREDDY KYOMBO

African proverb: “When you don’t know where you’re going,
look where you’ve come from.”
Meaning: Stopping from time to time to take stock, to find the
right direction in what we’re doing.
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FOREWORD

Plenary Council
A call for a fresh start
from our charism

It had been decided to hold
the Plenary Council in Uganda. The intention was to have
it coincide with the closing
ceremony of the Jubilee Year
of our 150th anniversary of our
foundation that was celebrated
at the Shrine of the Uganda
Martyrs at Namugongo on 8th
December, Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary
that fell at the end of a three-

Superieor General

Stanley Lubungo

From 15th November to 3rd December 2019, Provincials and Section
Delegates of our Society gathered in Kampala with the members of the
General Council and the different secretaries and coordinators for the
Plenary Council. The gathering took place at Mapeera Vocations Centre. The objective was to evaluate the practical application of the orientations of the last Chapter. However, we did not opt just to list down
what we did and what we did not do in the last three years, though that
was part of it. The Plenary Council was rather an exercise of discernment aimed at identifying the positive impact the last General Chapter
and indeed the jubilee commemorations have left on the life of the Society. In that sense, the aim was specially to see how we intend, as a
Society, to continue our missionary journey in the paths traced by the
Chapter. Those who logged on to our International website were updated all along on the proceedings of the Plenary Council. The General
Council has already addressed a message to all confreres following
the Plenary. This issue of Petit Echo brings your more insights of that
significant assembly.
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FOREWORD
day pilgrimage in the footsteps of our predecessors in the mission. The
association of these events provided a unique moment for the Society. In
the last three years, our Society has actually been drawing simultaneously
on the insights of the 28th General Chapter and the commemorations of
the 150th Jubilee, the latter having been experienced as a moment of
grace for the former. In this respect, the Plenary Council came at the right
time to count the different graces God has bestowed on our Society since
its rich history and particularly in the last three years. These represent a
huge stepping stone for our missionary pilgrimage.
The significant moments of the Jubilee Year echoed very much the
orientations of the Chapter. This is because above all, the Chapter had
invited us to be more ourselves, that is to say, Missionaries of Africa,
through the rediscovering, appreciating and living more of our charism.
That is precisely what we did as we contemplated the 150 years’ history
of our existence. In that line, the Plenary Council called for a fresh start
from our charism. It recommended that the charism of the Society becomes more and more the principle guiding all decisions and actions
in the Society, in the Provinces and Sections; that it imbues vocation
animation, the selection, formation and evaluation of our candidates
and animates the life of every confrere.
There was a general feeling that the 28th General Chapter had rekindled in many an accrued interest in living better our identity with regards to spirituality, community life and mission. The Plenary Council
acknowledged the growing desire among some young confreres to engage more into apostolic activities that go beyond the traditional and
sacramental apostolate. There is a growing interest and some readiness
to engage with questions of integral ecology, migrants, refugees and in
the sphere of human trafficking.
The many manifestations and joyful encounters we lived in relation
to the 150th Jubilee in the last three years, with people we didn’t even
suspect at first, have helped us to grow in appreciating and understanding who we are. They have equally been a great moment of missionary
animation that also galvanised our lives and our communities, awakening in the Society a renewed missionary enthusiasm. We can rightly say
that our hearts were burning. The Plenary Council committed itself to
seeking necessary ways that can help sustain that enthusiasm.
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FOREWORD
It is time for each one of us to recall those memories we have kept
of significant moments of the last three years, identifying and naming
what the commemoration of the Jubilee Year has stirred in us. That
should be done with no intention of remaining fixed in the past, however glorious it might have been but with eyes turned towards the future
so that we may, as a Society, really display a renewed commitment
to our missionary vocation. What each one of us ought to do to sustain
that dynamism appeared, to the Plenary Council, to be the important
question to look into. We are therefore invited to reflect together
on means that we can put in place to make the Society consolidate the
process initiated by the Chapter in order to help it bear fruit.
Enriched by the graces and fruits of the Jubilee Year, in a very
particular way by the beatification of our four confreres, let us take
the opportunity offered by the Plenary Council to commit ourselves to
living our mission with more zeal, owning once again the orientations
of the 28th General Chapter. This calls on each one of us to do better
than we have done in the last three and half years.
Stanley Lubungo, Superior General

President of Uganda,Yoweri Museveni receiving the Archbishop of Kampala,
the Superior General, his First Assistant and the Provincial of EAP during the Plenary Council

General Council

Appointments of Young
Confreres - 2020
Name

Country
of origin

1.
2.

DIARRA François
LARME Pierre

Mali
Tchad

3.
4.
5.
6.

Rwanda

7.
8.

MUNYANEZA Jean Paul
NSENGIYUMVA Ntamati Louis
EKEH Nelson Chinedu
EZENWEKE Anthony
Ifeanyichukwu
BALMA Parfait Pingwende
KONSEIMBO Karim Etienne

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

NIYONSABA Audace
EKKA Niteesh
SHIMBI Manya Emmanuel
BAMOUNI Armand
KASEREKA Kalyotho Rodrique
MUBALAMA Irenge Marcellin

Burundi

15.
16.
17.
18.

AKANLU Edward Kaba
CHOE Timoteo Jose Cheiro
MANIRAMBONA Dieudonné
CHIRITSIRO Robert Mark

Ghana
Mozambique
Burundi

19.
20.
21.
22.

EWUNTOMAH Paschal Osman
KALAPALA Rajesh
GOODWELL Joseph Levison
AGABA Lini

Ghana
India

23.
24.
25.
26.

NIYONDANGA Louis Second Defour
OUEDRAOGO Edmond
ISSA Iluba Norbert
WANOK Jacan Vincent de Paul

Burundi
Burkina Faso

27. MUGENI Mucani Geoffrey (17).

Province
MGH

DRC
Nigeria

Nigeria

EAP

Burkina Faso
Burkina Faso

India

DRC
Burkina Faso
DRC
DRC

SAP

PAO

Malawi

Malawi
Uganda

DRC
DRC
Kenya

PAC

GhN

EPO

Robert B. Tebri,
Secretary for Initial Formation
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THE SOCIETY

Annual Census

Members of the Society
on 1st January 2020
Personnel on 1 January 2020
On this date the Society numbers : 1177 members
12....................Bishops (Among whom one cardinal)
1045................Priests with Perpetual Oath
83....................Brothers with Perpetual Oath
0......................Brothers with Temporary Oath
36....................Clerics with Perpetual Oath
1......................Associate

Total 1177 which is in all 14 members less than on 1 January 2019

DECREASE during 2019
INCREASE during 2019
38 . . . . . . . . . .Commitments
33 . . . . . . . . . .Priestly ordinations

38 new members more in 2019

0 . . . . . . . . . . . .Bishop died
49 . . . . . . . . . . .Priests died
3 . . . . . . . . . . . .Brothers died
0 . . . . . . . . . . . .Priest left the Society

In all 52 members died in 2019
This means: 52 - 38 =
- 14 members less
than on 1 January 2019

Comparison between

2019

Bishops . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
Priests with Perpetual Oath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1061
Priests with Temporary Oath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0
Brothers with Perpetual Oath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .84
Brothers with Temporary Oath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0
Clerics with Perpetual Oath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33
Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Total

1191
7

2020

Difference

. . . . . . .12
. . . . .1045
. . . . . . . .0
. . . . . . .83
. . . . . . . .0
. . . . . . .36
. . . . . . . .1

. . . . . . . .0
. . . . . .-16
. . . . . . . .0
. . . . . . .-1
. . . . . . . .0
. . . . . . . .3
. . . . . . . .0

1177

-14

According to NATIONALITY, on 1st January 2020
Nat.

Alg
Bdi
Bel
Bfa
Bra
Can
Civ
Deu
Esp
Eth
Fra
Gbr
Gha
Ind
Irl
Ita
Ken
Lux
Mex
Mli
Moz
Mwi
Nga
Nld
Phl
Pol
RDC
Rwa
Sdn
Sse
Tcd
Tgo
Tto
Tza
Uga
USA
Zmb
Total

01/01/2019 01/01/2020 Difference Deceased

1
15
124
56
3
106
2
106
64
8
171
41
34
18
21
30
17
3
10
8
1
13
12
60
8
18
83
14
2
24
0
13
1
30
25
16
33
1191

1
19
116
60
3
101
4
100
64
10
153
39
37
22
21
27
17
3
10
9
2
15
14
57
8
17
91
15
2
21
1
13
0
30
26
15
34
1177

0
4
-8
4
0
-5
2
-6
0
2
-18
-2
3
4
0
-3
0
0
0
1
1
2
2
-3
0
-1
8
1
0
-3
1
0
-1
0
1
-1
1
-14

New Departures Increase

4
8
4
6
2
6
2
18
2
3
4
3
1

1

1
1
2
2
3
1
8
1
3
1

1
1
52

1
38

0

0
4
-8
4
0
-6
2
-6
0
2
-18
-2
3
4
0
-3
0
0
0
1
1
2
2
-3
0
-1
8
1
0
-3
1
0
0
0
1
-1
1
-14

THE SOCIETY
According to PROVINCES on 1st January 2020
(Including Associates)
Provinces
Groupe MG
Section SOA
Section EPO
Provinces in Africa
Afr.Centrale (PAC)
Afr.de l'Ouest (PAO)
Eastern Africa (EAP)
Ghana-Nigeria (GhN)
Maghreb (Mgh)
Southern Africa (SAP)

01/01/2019 01/01/2020 Difference
34
34
0
16
19
3
30
28
-2
90
92
93
44
30
98

101
90
94
51
31
101

11
-2
1
7
1
3

Prov.Amériques (AMS) 123
Prov.Europe (PEP)
541
Total
1191

116
512
1177

-7
-29
-14

Europe by country
01/01/2019 01/01/2020
(Prov. Team at Brussels)
3
3
Belgique
106
98
Deutschland-Luxemburg
91
90
España
49
50
France
153
135
Great Britain
35
34
Ireland
11
14
Italia
23
22
Nederland
44
43
Polska
5
5
Suisse
21
18
Total
541
512

Difference
0
-8
-1
1
-18
-1
3
-1
-1
0
-3
-29

Odon Kipili, Administrative Secretary
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Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr

Pallas Jacques
Chardin Jean
Jobin Bernard
Lafontaine Viateur
Piette Luc
Pillet Denys
Ryckelynck Paul
Thiriez Philippe
De Jaeger Ghislain
Deprez Jules-Joseph
Duclos Edouard

Br Mercier Marcel
Fr van de Laak Adriaan

1945/08/09
1945/09/21

1950/02/18
1950/06/27
1950/06/27
1950/06/27
1950/06/27
1950/06/27
1950/06/27
1950/06/27
1950/07/22
1950/07/22
1950/10/01

ST NAME

OATH

PROVINCE

AMS
PEP

10
Canada
France
Suisse
Canada
Canada
France
France
France
Belgique
Belgique
France

AMS
PAO
PEP
AMS
AMS
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP

70 YEARS OF OATH

Canada
Nederland

75 YEARS OF OATH

NAT

Sherbrooke
Horn

RESIDENCE

Canada
Sherbrooke
Côte d'Ivoire Yamoussoukro
Suisse
Veyras
Canada
Montréal
Canada
Sherbrooke
France
Bry-sur-Marne
France
Bry-sur-Marne
France
Billère,M. Lavigerie
Belgique
Varsenare,Kasteel
Belgique
Rochefort
France
Billère,M. Lavigerie

Canada
Nederland

MISSION

JUBILARIANS 2020

THE SOCIETY

Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Br
Br

Br
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Br

1955/04/04
1955/06/18
1955/06/18
1955/06/27
1955/06/27
1955/06/27
1955/07/16
1955/07/16
1955/07/16
1955/07/22
1955/08/07
1955/08/15

1960/01/31
1960/01/25
1960/01/27
1960/02/02
1960/02/02
1960/02/13
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Maas Kees
Schneider Erhard
Tardif Réal
Amann Friedrich
Bailer Otto
Garand René

Caro T. Eugenio
Garneau Armand
Tessier Roger
Chaix Régis
Desrochers Léopold
Neveu Henri
De Vinck Paul
Renis Jan
Seret André
van de Ven Henk
Schellen Harrie
Averesch Jose Br

PEP
AMS
AMS
PEP
AMS
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP

Nederland
Deutschland
Canada
Deutschland
Deutschland
Canada

PAC
PEP
AMS
PEP
PEP
SAP

60 YEARS OF OATH

España
Canada
Canada
France
Canada
France
Belgique
Belgique
Belgique
Nederland
Nederland
Deutschland

65 YEARS OF OATH

Rwanda
Deutschland
Canada
Deutschland
Deutschland
Zambia

España
Canada
Canada
France
Canada
France
Belgique
Belgique
Belgique
Nederland
Nederland
Deutschland

Kigali,Maison CML
München
Sherbrooke
Bad Wurzach
Trier
Lusaka,Woodlands

Barañain
Thetford Mines
Sherbrooke
Billère,M. Lavigerie
Sherbrooke
Billère,M. Lavigerie
Varsenare,Kasteel
Antwerpen,Keizerstr.
Liège
Heythuysen
Heythuysen
Trier 2

THE SOCIETY

1960/02/01
1960/06/18
1960/06/18
1960/06/18
1960/06/18
1960/06/18
1960/06/18
1960/06/18
1960/06/18
1960/06/18
1960/06/18
1960/06/27
1960/06/27
1960/06/27
1960/06/27
1960/06/27
1960/06/27
1960/06/27
1960/06/27
1960/06/27
1960/06/27
1960/07/02
1960/07/02
1960/07/02
1960/07/02

Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Bp
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr

Pristl Johann
Béliveau Jean-Marie
Benoit Georges
Boivin Marcel
Dandenault Richard
Gagnon Raymond-Marie
Laberge Robert
Lauzon Georges
Mol Jan
Smulders Gerard
Tremblay Bernard
Castagna Giovanni
Ceccon Mariano
de Coattarel Charles
Deschildre Jean
Dionne Rene
Fitzgerald Michael
Laliberté Denis
Laur Bernard
Marioge Paul
Sotillo Blasco José V.
Anthonissen Jan
Buijsrogge Piet
Dewallef Marc
Stuer Guido

Deutschland
Canada
Canada
Canada
Canada
Canada
Canada
Canada
Nederland
Nederland
Canada
Italia
Italia
France
France
United States
Great Britain
Canada
France
France
España
Belgique
Nederland
Belgique
Belgique

PE Fr
AMS
AMS
AMS
AMS
AMS
AMS
AMS
PEP
PEP
AMS
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
AMS
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP

Deutschland München
Canada
Sherbrooke
Canada
Sherbrooke
Canada
Québec
Canada
Sherbrooke
Canada
Sherbrooke
Canada
Ste-Adèle QC
Canada
Montréal
Nederland Heythuysen
Nederland Heythuysen
Canada
Chicoutimi
Italia
Treviglio,Resid.
Italia
Castelfranco
France
Billère,M. Lavigerie
France
Billère,M. Lavigerie
España
Madrid,Liebre
Great Britain Liverpool
Canada
Sherbrooke
France
Billère,M. Lavigerie
France
Toulouse
España
Madrid,Liebre
Belgique
Varsenare,Kasteel
Nederland Heythuysen
Belgique
Bruxelles,Linthout
Belgique
Antwerpen,Keizerstr.
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1970/04/05
1970/04/05
1970/04/05
1970/04/05
1970/04/05
1970/04/26
1970/04/26
1970/05/05
1970/05/16
1970/05/16

1960/07/02
1960/07/02
1960/07/13
1960/07/13
1960/07/13
1960/07/13
1960/07/13
1960/07/31
1960/08/07
1960/08/07
1960/10/01
1960/10/17

Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr

Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Br
Br
Br
Fr
Fr

Anderson Donald
Filion André
Morell Luigi
Pelz Jürgen
Simonart André-Léon
Arcos Medrano Luis
Wanzura Werner
Pérez Charlín Juan M.
McTiernan James
Paillard Jean-Claude

van Pottelsberghe Erik
Vleugels Joze Br
Féderlé Pierre
Harrity Patrick
Pageau Jean-Claude
van der Steen Henk
Wildsmith Edward
Mertens Karel
Eberle Jose Br
Zahn Günther
Lesay Bernard
Guazzati Fausto

PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
AMS
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PAC
PEP
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Great Britain
Canada
Italie
Deutschland
Belgique
España
Deutschland
España
Ireland
France

EPO
AMS
SAP
PEP
GMG
PAC
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP

50 YEARS OF OATH

Belgique
Belgique
France
Great Britain
Canada
Nederland
Great Britain
Belgique
Deutschland
Deutschland
France
Italia

Jérusalem
Canada
South Africa
Deutschland
Roma
RD Congo
Deutschland
España
Ireland
France

Sainte-Anne
Sherbrooke
Merrivale
Köln
Maison généralice
Goma,Mais.Lavigerie
Aachen
Madrid,Liebre
Dublin
Paris,Friant

Belgique
Bruxelles,Evere
Belgique
Bruxelles,Ch.Degroux
France
Mours
Great Britain Rutherglen
Canada
Sherbrooke
Nederland Heythuysen
Great Britain London,Corfton Rd
Belgique
Varsenare,Kasteel
Deutschland Köln
Deutschland Köln
Burundi
Gitega
Italia
Castelfranco
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Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Br

Fr
Fr
Fr
Br
Br
Br
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr

1970/05/16
1970/05/16
1970/05/16
1970/07/12
1970/12/06
1970/12/06
1970/12/13

1995/07/02
1995/07/29
1995/07/31
1995/09/09
1995/09/10
1995/09/17
1995/12/09
1995/12/09
1995/12/09
1995/12/09
1995/12/16
1995/12/16
1995/12/16

Nguyen N. Tran Vincent
Onyango Martin
Szczurek Franciszek
Walsh Denis
Perlein Bruno
Santana de Azev. Rafael
Kaburame Jean-Claude
Kapya M. Arsène
Nyaminane Oscar
Padilla G. Cristobal
Munishi Adelarde
Nuwe-Agabah Patrick
Welsh Peter

Reilly Peter
Schrenk Albert
Stenger Friedrich
Deillon Raphaël
Delay Bernard
Oudet Maurice
Kälin Karl

EAP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PEP
PAO
PEP

Deutschland
Kenya
Polska
Canada
France
Brasil
Rwanda
RD Congo
RD Congo
México
Tanzania
Uganda
Great Britain

SOA
EAP
SAP
PAO
PAC
AMS
PAO
EAP
PAC
AMS
SAP
PEP
PEP
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Philippines Vietnam
Kenya
Bethany Centre
Ndola,New Kaloko
Zambia
Burkina FasoBobo,Année Spirit.
RD Congo Cté Maison Kaoze
México
Querétaro
Burkina FasoBobo,Année spirit.
Uganda
Jinja,1st Phase
RD Congo Salongo
Canada
Montréal
Zambia
Chipata,Lavigerie H.
Ireland
Dublin
Great Britain London

Uganda
Tobi Kizza House
Deutschland Haigerloch
Deutschland München
Suisse
Fribourg
France
Lyon
Burkina FasoKoudougou,CMA
Ireland
Dublin

Odon Kipili, Administrative Secretary

25 YEARS OF OATH

Ireland
Deutschland
Deutschland
Suisse
France
France
Suisse

THE SOCIETY

MISSION

The Plenary Council

The plenary council that took place in Kampala was a blessed moment to look back over the last three and a half years since the 2016
chapter. In so many ways the exercise was not unlike the daily ‘Ignatian
Examen’ which is so dear to many of us; yet for us it was to review not
just a passing day but above all to review with gratitude the last few
years. Yes, it was a reflective looking back in order to detect God’s
presence, in order to see those events and circumstances that energized
us as missionaries, those events that had indeed been a blessing and a
grace for all of us. It was becoming aware of just where the Spirit was
moving and filling us with a deep sense of gratitude for all that has been
achieved. It was also a precious time to see where we had fallen short
and at times failed in fulfilling the duties that were ours. Like the examen we deeply desire that such a plenary council and its fruit become
an effective tool in the rededication of our lives each day to God and
the mission that is ours. It is a way of facing the future with an even
greater resolve to be very much in tune with just whom we are and the
charism that animates us.
15

MISSION
Looking back in gratitude
There was a feeling that many of the events that had taken place over
the last few years had indeed energised our personal and community renewal. These were events that created an enthusiastic dynamism about
our identity and mission.
Some of these events were:
- The jubilee celebrations at all levels creating a welcome visibility.
- The meeting of our two institutes with pope Francis
- The booklets printed in the jubilee year such as “15 days with
Lavigerie”; ‘Living our Charism today’
- The beatification of our confreres has intensified the renewal that
we were looking for with the jubilee
- The creation of Michael Fitzgerald as cardinal
- Collaboration with our sisters, with the Church, lay people, with
other institutes
- Many communities are now 3 members. There is a greater effort
for interculturality.
- Greater accompaniment of young confreres. Ability of structures to
help confreres in difficulties (centres, certain resources).
- There has been a certain renewal in all our provinces and sections
and a growing number of confreres working in the peripheries, at
the service of migrants, against human trafficking and often in collaboration with our MSOLA.
- Thus a whole process of renewal and a renewed appreciation of our
charism has been initiated by the chapter
- The many ongoing formation sessions that have taken place
throughout the society: ecumenism, communications, interculturality, JPIC, Integrity of Mission, Development and financial
sessions, formation, young confreres, the elderly.
(The question remains how to reap the fruits of such events and the
visibility thus generated).
16
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There were of course issues where we felt that we had failed or at
least not done as much as we should.
- Serious addictions of confreres
- Struggle for power
- Competing needs of the provinces and needs of the Society
- Young confreres and stagiaires not always given the accompaniment they deserve
- Interculturality not always present at all levels
- Poor communication and long-term planning at all levels
- We are not willing to let go of certain commitments in order to
reinforce communities
- Lack of stability at the personal level but also at the level of
community. Lack of endurance and communication. Growing
individualism
- Issues of transparency and accountability more especially in the
area of finances. Coming and going as we like without informing.
Spirit of entitlement
- Lack of missionary zeal. Lack of interest in what is taking place in
the Society. Do we belong? Is there a sense of belonging?
- Stability of appointments. At times confreres are not given time to
take root.
Generally, throughout the three weeks of the Plenary Council a
theme that permeated a lot of our discussions was that of our Charism
and our identity. It is an identity, as the 2016 chapter duly pointed out,
that is closely bound up with our spirituality, our community living and
our reaching out in mission. Once again some would wonder why on
earth were we speaking about our identity as if we do not know whom
we are. Actually it was more a question of owning our missionary identity in all its aspects and living accordingly. Over the years we have
talked about the prophetic nature of our identity and surely prophetic
somehow has to do with being audacious, it is about taking risks, even
though we feel we don’t really have the personnel; it is about going to
places and living among people in situations where many would prefer
not to go. In fact, it is about moving out into the peripheries and not be17

MISSION

Some participants at the Plenary Council

ing isolated from the real needs of the world in which we live (that
would be self-absorption). In that sense there was great consensus in
the plenary council to answer positively the request of the bishop of
Arua in Northern Uganda to help in the very important ministry to the
ever increasing population of refugees on the border with Sudan. The
Plenary Council also looked very favourably on a possible future return
to South Sudan. That this should happen would mean that we are not
living our charism merely in an ambiguous and arbitrary way but somehow safeguarding it and helping it develop in the best way we can.
Surely to answer to these two urgent appeals would be one way of our
Jubilee year bearing fruit that will last by our prophetic commitment.
Yet such displaced populations are not just the concern of Uganda for it
is an ever increasing reality faced by other provinces where insecurity
is becoming a major issue. We, in the final analysis, are the ones responsible for the charism and its transmission today. We cannot afford
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to take our task lightly. What the world of our day is asking of us missionaries, in no uncertain terms, is an authentic devotion to our charism
which is alive and creative, marked with that ability to discover new approaches - that ingenuity which was peculiarly distinctive of Cardinal
Lavigerie.
Throughout the plenary council, I believe the underlying desire of all
of us in leadership was the wellbeing of each and every confrere and indeed the whole Society. In that sense we spent a long time dealing with
the important issue of the accompaniment of stagiaires and young confreres. Such care, of course, encompasses all confreres from the young,
to the elderly, those that are well and those that are sick, those that find
themselves in difficulty and those that seem to be losing some of their
energy and dynamism. Our ministry is all about sustaining the confreres
in their steady and genuine living out of the gospel. One other very important aspect of our leadership role is that of visits to communities for
being on the ground with the confreres must never be underestimated.
Some spoke about the great importance of a canonical visit at least once
a year. We are not called to be remote, we are not called to be mere functionaries but to enhance the life and ministry of all those under our care.
All our encounters with confreres, both young and old are moments of
grace, moments of walking together and being touched by grace. Being
close and allowing the confreres to feel that we in leadership truly have
their wellbeing at heart is the most important aspect of our ministry. At
times we may be distant, yet failing to be there for our brothers is a failure in our leadership; failure to work for the wellbeing of all will have
its consequences and those under our care and the projects we cherish
will suffer. After all the greatest resource we have is the confreres.
One of the final topics of the Plenary council was that of our financial sustainability. There is a pressing need for a rigorous financial
system that is not porous and is not prone to wastage. Controls, checks
and balances have to be in place at all levels so that money is always
used for the right purposes. Having said that we need to recognise with
gratitude that for 150 years the solidarity that has existed among the
confreres allowed us to survive and continue our work and ministry in
Africa and beyond. It is a cause of alarm that such solidarity is at times
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threatened by those who are not in solidarity with the rest of the Society.
We often talk about the wellbeing of our confreres which is the concern
of all of us. Yet even in the area of finances we could talk about the
concern of each and every confrere for the financial well-being of the
Society as a whole. Yet such financial wellbeing is threatened in more
ways than we could imagine and not just because of the volatility of the
markets we invest in. There are confreres who have their own income
generating projects who use parish vehicles for their own financial concerns. Others enjoy preaching retreats here and there and yet will never
hand in the money they receive. There are still others who receive a
salary and yet refuse to hand this in to the society. Such pervasive selfconcern greatly threatens the solidarity that has been part of our Society
for all these years. Yes, such concern for one’s own financial benefit is
to the detriment of the interest of the whole Society and often to the

The Superior General and the moderator, Father Innocent Maganya
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detriment to pastoral involvement. Such a way of doing will eat away
at the very fabric of whom we have been and whom we want to be. In
the final analysis we are all part of the financial sustainability of our
Society. We must accept that our financial resources must be protected
and sustained for they are the indispensable tool that makes our mission
and ministry possible. We are the ones, by our lifestyle, by our continued
and eager solidarity who will continue to secure the future sustainability
of our Society. That future is in our hands.
In conclusion looking back over the three weeks of often intense
work the overall feeling was that of a deep felt gratitude for the way we
have been blessed down the years. Yes, we have been touched by grace
and we have tried to listen to the murmurings of the Spirit. We know
that the future of our specific missionary charism is in our hands and
we are called forth to face the future with a sense of optimism and hope.
Fortunately, there are achievements that we have made especially in reinforcing communities so that they be always three confreres. We have
tried to improve our own personal and community prayer life so that
our spirituality becomes more visible and the very life blood of whom
we are. We have become more aware for the need to reach out to the
margins wherever they are. In our sectors and provinces, the various
and very successful celebrations have given a boost to our vocational
and missionary animation and our collaboration with our sisters was a
blessing for all of us. Yet the challenges were also there, challenges that
at times gave us sleepless nights. Yes, there have been moments of anguish and feelings of frustration which challenged us in our leadership
roles. Maybe some issues could have been solved in a better way,
maybe we should have spent more time with the confreres on the
ground, listening to them and journeying with them and why not praying with them. There were initiatives clearly set out by the chapter that
for one reason or the other we did not tackle or failed to implement.
Yes, just like each and every one of us we must make the effort to be
there for those under our care. Their wellbeing has to be our main concern. Yes, we all stand in the need of grace. Yet above all over those few
weeks we felt the enthusiasm that is ours, we shared the joy of whom
we are as missionaries; we are not dying out but are energised to face
the future as it unfolds before our eyes. We are ready with courage and
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Working session at the Plenary Council

audacity to listen to the call of the charism in Africa and beyond. Such
audacity and courage will certainly be needed especially when we look
at the very somber situation in many parts of Africa; situations of increasing insecurity, the increasing numbers of migrant and displaced
persons. The peripheries are beckoning us and yet the personnel always
seem to be lacking. Our vocations are increasing and yet in Europe and
in the Americas there are virtually none, it is as if we are slowly dying
out. Our feelings can indeed be those of doubt, of apprehension and yet
in looking back at the amazing lives of our ancestors we realize that
mission was never meant to be easy and yet whatever the circumstances, whatever the conditions we can allow ourselves to be filled
with a deep seated hope in the future and in the power of the gospel. As
Henri Nouwen bravely states: In a world so torn apart by rivalry, anger,
and hatred, we have the privileged vocation to be living signs of a love
that can bridge all divisions and heal all wounds.
Francis Barnes, 1st Assistant General
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An Exhortation Letter from
the Superior of EPO
After the Plenary Council
in Kampala

Dear confreres in EPO,
In a spirit of gratitude, I can say with conviction that the celebration
of the 150th anniversary of our foundation as a Society of the Missionaries of Africa, brought us so many blessings that we have to count one
by one and thank God and all those great missionaries, our predecessors
in the faith, who made it possible for Africa to receive the Good News.
In the spirit of the 150th anniversary so many events recently happened:
The beatification of our 4 confreres, the Plenary Council in Kampala
(15th November to 3rd December 2019), the different pilgrimages in the
footsteps of our predecessors in mission and the closure of the Jubilee
year which took place on the feast of the Immaculate Conception,
8th December in Namugongo.
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The 150th Anniversary of our Society reminds us of our history and
Pope Pius XI reminds us that “History is the living tissue of facts, a
tissue in which the thoughts and actions of people and God are united,
cross each other, intermingle and meet in turn, always having for final
effect the composition of this marvelous plan of providence, which
is richly dominated by divine sovereignty and which manifests very
evidently God’s love for humankind”. Yes, indeed, our task as a society
is to realize that God’s providence and love have accompanied us
in these 150 years in which God worked through Cardinal Charles
Lavigerie to pass on to us the charism of our Society and the love
for Africa.
So then the 150th anniversary was for us an occasion to look at the
past with gratitude so that we can live the present with more passion and
zeal and look into the future with more determination and hope. Cardinal
Lavigerie and our predecessors in the mission fought a good fight and
so it is up to us now to continue what they started and we are called upon
to do it with creative fidelity according to the contexts and times in
which we live.
How do we profit from the experience of the 150th anniversary and
the Plenary Council as EPO? According to the Plenary Council of 2019
in Kampala and according to our EPO Post Capitular assembly acts, I
propose the following areas as key elements on which we have to put
more emphasis before the next General Chapter of 2022.
Community project and apostolic project : It is important for us
in EPO that each community comes up with a community project which
also includes an apostolic project. This is simply about each community
articulating what they want to live and experience each year in terms of
the three pillars: spirituality, community life and mission. This community and apostolic project has to be revisited and evaluated every year
and each time that there is a new member in the community. The booklet
on living our charism today tells us the following: “Our society has always treasured working together as a community through regular house
councils in discerning, planning and evaluating our life together and our
apostolate”. (Living our Charism Today, p.26)
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Our Ecumenical Diakonia in EPO : One of the unique features of
our Section (Ethiopia, Jerusalem and Lebanon) is the apostolate of
Ecumenical Diakonia. As we live and collaborate with our brothers
and sisters from the Oriental Churches and other Churches and denominations (Ethiopian Orthodox Church, the Armenian Church, the Syrian Church, the Coptic Church, the Russian Church, the Greek
Church, Evangelical Churches, Pentecostal Churches, etc.), our aim
must always be to advance a visible Christian unity especially given
the fact that we are living in a world where distrust and suspicion seem
to cause many challenges. In promoting an ecumenical dialogue of action, we in EPO are also being reminded that when we serve the interests of the poor and the needy around us and when we carry out works
of justice and peace, we have to do it in collaboration with our brothers
and sisters from these other Churches so as to make our apostolic commitment stronger and successful. Today the words of our founder challenge us when we hear him say “I consecrated the beginning of my
apostolic career to the East... it is up to my children to replace me for
the rest. I leave them my love for the East as a precious heritage that
they will be happy, I know, to receive” (Living our Charism today,
p.28)
Dialogue with Islam : Here is another important feature of our presence in EPO. In today’s context of religious fundamentalism marked
by violence, more than ever our mission of encounter and dialogue takes
on its full importance. We must be attentive to Pope Francis’ call for
Christians in this context to be architects of peace, reconciliation and
development, to promote dialogue and to build bridges among peoples
in the spirit of the beatitudes (Cfr Pope Francis in his Letter to the Christians of the Middle East, 21st December 2014). Interreligious dialogue
for us in EPO must not be a choice but it must be our way of life. Each
day most of us encounter and work (formally or informally, directly
or indirectly) with our brothers and sisters of Islam. So, the spirit of
dialogue and peaceful cohabitation must be like a guiding star in all that
we do in EPO. This is why our ED (Encounter - Dialogue) committees
must be very active and propose reflections and concrete actions in this
regard to each of our communities.
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JPIC: Irregular Migration & Human Trafficking and working
with people in the peripheries : Today in many parts of Africa the problem of “Irregular Migration & Human Trafficking” is a big challenge
and we cannot continue to carry out our apostolate as if this phenomenon
did not exist around us. In collaboration with the local church, religious
congregations and other organizations, we are called upon to respond
to this big challenge of our society today.
One of the attitudes that has always characterized our mission is the
visits to families, meeting people in their homes and reaching out to the
marginalized of society. Today we have so many peripheries and that is
where we are being sent. Let us discover the peripheries in our own
contexts and try to reach out to them with tender love and care because
apostolic love requires us to be ‘All things to all people” (1 Cor 9:22).
Pope Francis encourages us to be “Nomads of the Gospel”.
Making our communities safe places (integrity) : As missionaries
we do encounter many children and vulnerable people. As ambassadors
of Christ we are called to be the first ones to protect these little ones.
Our communities and our places of apostolate must be safe places for
everyone who comes to us. That is why each community in EPO is encouraged to specify and adhere to the following: 1. indicate common
and public places where to welcome people; 2. Avoid welcoming people
in our individual rooms; 3. Never welcoming minors who are not accompanied by adults; 4. Avoid friendships with minors; 5. Avoid the use
of alcohol in our individual rooms, etc.
Finances: accountability, transparency, solidarity, simple life
style, sacrifices : As we go about our daily activities which usually involve financial and material means, we are all called upon (individually
and community wise) to embrace the spirit of transparency and accountability. I call upon our bursars to take seriously the issue of controls and
regular audits in every community and area of apostolate. We are to keep
accurate and reliable accounts. We should be willing to check and question our “life style” and the sacrifices that we should make as individuals
and as community for the good of the Society (our mother). We are also
to exercise the great virtue of solidarity towards one another. Lastly, we
have to make a difference between our “needs” and our “wants” in the
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way we budget for our communities and apostolates. We are also called
upon to ensure regular and good maintenance of our properties.
Vocation and animation and formation in Ethiopia : The whole
question of vocation and missionary animation and formation in Ethiopia is an issue that concerns everyone in EPO. So, everyone is called
upon to bring about suggestions on how to improve the quality of the
formation that should be given to Ethiopian candidates. As the 2016
chapter insists: “The agreed selection criteria should be applied seriously” and our formation should be less clerical and more missionary.
Our presence in Jerusalem : After 140 years of our presence in
Jerusalem, we are very proud and grateful for the work accomplished
by our predecessors in St Anne’s. We are also grateful to the General
Council which continues to show its desire to renew our commitment
in Jerusalem by sending in new confreres, but if we have to continue
having an effective and fulfilling presence in Jerusalem, we need to reflect on our future there. This reflection must consider our past, our present and dare to reinvent the future. We do not have to make “tabula
rasa” of the past, but the status quo is also not the way forward. Under
the leadership of the superior of St Anne, with a committee of some
confreres and in collaboration with Rome, we need to find a strategy
and plan for the future of our presence in Jerusalem. We also need to
look at the management of our patrimony there.
A community in Addis Ababa : The 2016 Chapter mentioned the
following: “For a prophetic presence, the chapter proposes that a community be founded in Addis Ababa, seat of the African Union. It would
be linked to AFJN and AEFJN in order to promote peace and fight
against human trafficking, taking into consideration political and social
realities”. This has not taken place yet and I call upon everyone in EPO
to give ideas and suggestions which should help us in realizing this
dream. This will be done in collaboration with our General Council in
Rome.
Conclusion
Dear confreres in EPO, there are many other points that we could
add, but this is what I judged as priorities for us in the light of the Plenary
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Council and of our own Post Capitular assembly acts of 2016. So, for
the coming three years (2020, 2021, 2022), before the next General
chapter, I humbly exhort every confrere, every community and every
council to make the above points a road map or a guiding star for our
missionary life in EPO.
I thank you all for the good work you are already doing and may
God bless EPO!
Bonaventure BWANAKWERI, EPO Superior Delegate
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Interview with
Father Luc Kola,
Provincial of
West Africa (PAO)

You have been in Kampala for 3 weeks for the Plenary Council
which marks the halfway point, i.e. 3 years after the General Chapter.
From what emerged from your discussions, how do you see the
future, the future of the Society of Missionaries of Africa.
During this council, the exchanges were fraternal, I felt a communion, we had a common objective that brought us together. Personally,
it is with hope that I foresee the future. What has guided me during
these last three years of preparation for the jubilee is what the Pope
said: “Look to the past with gratitude, to the present with passion and
to the future with hope”. So I am full of hope and expectation especially
for the future. There are challenges, but when you put God first, it will
be all right.
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What does the Province of West Africa have to offer the Society as
a note of hope?
What we have to offer the Society as a note of hope is youth. In most
of our countries, young people make up more than half of the population... We are very young, full of ideas, full of dynamism, full of
dreams... We have to create the conditions for this youth to be at ease
in order to be able to achieve all this. There are challenges... Currently,
there is terrorism, jihadism, which means that countries that have never
had IDPs (displaced people in their own country) have them now. These
are new challenges that call for our capacity to act, so that we can also
move to these areas. Even if we do not move to these peripheral areas,
they are joining us ... For example, we are in the capitals, in the cities,
in our parishes, in our insertions, people are coming, all these displaced
people who are fleeing the exactions and the killings, we have to take
care of them. The area where we are is a zone of strong migration; a lot
of young people are leaving for Europe. We have to plan, accompany,
listen to them, be with them, and then try to convince them, just a little
bit, to stay because we have enough potential in our countries, in our
cities and in our countryside, we have to know how to develop it and
everyone will benefit from it.
I saw that there are many lay people who came from East Africa,
who accompanied you during this time of pilgrimage; do we have this
same dynamism of lay people in West Africa? How do you make lay
people participate in the mission of our Society, in the mission of the
Church?
Indeed, in West Africa, people are organized in Basic Ecclesial Communities, in Basic Christian Communities. For us, whenever we have
activities, lay people participate, they accompany us. While I am here
in West Africa, we have organized the closing celebration of the jubilee
in three countries: in Bobo Dioulasso in Burkina Faso, in Bamako in
Mali and in Birnin-konni in Niger, and several lay people have accompanied us. Because of the distance and the cost of the trip, many could
not accompany us; but here in Uganda there is a representative, a religious sister who came on behalf of the local congregations founded by
confreres who preceded us. Lay people are an asset we may count on ;
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we also have the friends and families of the Missionaries of Africa who
also accompany us. In this sense, I can say that we are well-off and we
work hand in hand for the common mission, that of being credible witnesses of the Good News that we have received.
You have spent three days on pilgrimage, you have followed in the
footsteps of the pioneers of evangelization in Uganda, so what have
you retained from these days of pilgrimage, what has marked you
most?
Several things, several attitudes marked me: first of all, faith! The
faith of our predecessors, the pioneers who set out towards the unknown. I asked myself the question: what guided them? Some transport
devices such as planes and boats are guided by compasses; but what
guided the pioneers? That’s the miracle! How did they make it to Kigungu? They docked there because their dugout canoe was damaged...
It’s very moving... But they were able to transmit in their own way what
they had received. And I tell myself that we are sent as disciples, as
apostles, as missionaries if we really believe in the one who sent us,
there are no impossibilities, there are always solutions. They had
strength, faith, courage, perseverance, they never shied away from illness, from the difficult conditions in which they found themselves. Today we are, in a way, spoiled with modernism, but we must make use
of it so that this good news can be proclaimed to those for whom it is
meant. We must not back down... Always moving forward, full of hope.
What message do you give to the youth, because during your
pilgrimage you heard what their predecessors experienced in this
region.
In this context, in these conditions, it is a message of hope. We must
never despair. One must first of all believe in one’s abilities, one’s
aptitudes, one’s potential.
We live in countries that are full of wealth and we must believe in
our capacities, try to keep up with new ways, have a common vision
and a common goal. If we remain united we will succeed; instead of
looking elsewhere, let us look at what we can do and work for the
development of each one and for the common good; certainly we will
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suffer a little, but the future generations will benefit from what we have
done, every society has developed in this way whether economically
or otherwise; it is necessary that some accept to sacrifice themselves
so that others may benefit. We must be able to leave a legacy that others
will be able to appreciate. It is a call of hope to youth; let us believe
in ourselves; let us believe in our capacities, and let us have faith.
And as you know in West Africa there is a great youth and among them
there are Christians and Muslims; we have this habit of living in a certain social cohesion in inter-religious dialogues, we must not let our religions separate us, but be unifying forces so that we can move forward
together. We may be different at times, but we are moving towards
a common goal.
Interviewed by Freddy Kyombo
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Interview
with Father Réal Doucet
Provincial of the Americas

Father Réal Doucet is provincial of the Americas. He participated
with all the other provincials in the Plenary Council held in Kampala,
Uganda. We approached him to ask him some questions.
Father Réal, you have just finished the Plenary Council of the
Missionaries of Africa and you have looked at what has gone well
in the 3 years since the General Chapter of 2016, so how did you
experience this Plenary Council and how do you see the future for the
missionaries of Africa?
We were 22, all the provincials with the General Council plus those
with special services in the Society. What was great was that we created
very good links, we realize that the “esprit de corps” among us missionaries of Africa is very strong. We took the opportunity to reflect on our
identity, we insisted on the fact that in our spirituality, we would like to
continue to reinforce the idea that we are here to be all things to all people, and also to remember that we are truly missionaries, we are apostles and nothing but apostles. We intend, when we return to the
province, to insist that our confreres keep this dimension. In order to be
able to live it all out, we want to insist on the importance of stability in
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the milieu where we work, because we cannot put our personality at the
service of the mission without doing that. Moreover, we cannot live up
to our spirituality without some stability. Then, we became aware that
in the last three years much has been done to make more viable our
communities in the different parishes and centers where we work. We
have seen that practically everywhere, despite some exceptions, we
have 3 confreres living together and often accompanied by a stagiaire.
We have found it wonderful that we all agree to continue in this way.
What do the Americas have to offer to the Society and I would also
be interested to know how the laity in your country participate in the
mission?
What we can offer is our experience. This especially is true in connection with the Virgin Mary, because we know that in America, especially in Latin America, the Virgin is as important in popular piety as
Jesus. So, we may bring much by being near to Mary. Something else
we can bring, again in Latin America where the future for our Society
is, is the importance we give to the family, the love we give to the family. The family spirit is very strong in Mexico and Brazil; at that level a
lot can be done.
Before the 8th of December, you have just lived 3 days of pilgrimage:
what has been your experience? And what strikes you?
I found it very moving to follow in the footsteps of our ancestors,
especially of Lourdel and Amans, the two we talked about most during
our pilgrimage; I was touched by the fact that on the first day we went
to the place where our ancestors arrived in Uganda from Tanzania, and
I worked in Tanzania, my first love. Another thing that struck me was:
as I went everywhere, I saw that our confreres really had this missionary spirit, they walked, they searched, they tried to find places, where
one could implant the Christian faith. And, of course, I cannot fail to
mention the feast that we had on December 8 in Namugongo. Seeing
what the martyrs lived there, how they were murdered, was really
touching.
Interviewed by Freddy Kyombo
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Interview with
Father Anselme Tarpaga
Provincial of the Maghreb

Father Anselme is provincial of the Maghreb. We met him in Kampala, Uganda. We asked him some questions about the Plenary Council
and the future of his province. Here is the content of our conversation.
You spent 3 weeks in Plenary Council, three years after the General Chapter. You certainly evaluated the work that has been done,
and how the confreres received the decisions of the Chapter. How do
you see the future of the Society from the perspective of this Plenary
Council?
First of all, to speak about the Plenary Council as such, I would like
to say that it was a beautiful exercise of communion in the Society, to
feel all united around the same charismatic ideal, the charism received
from our founder Lavigerie, his passion for Africa, his passion for Christ
who sends us to the people of this continent. Now how do I see the future for our Society in the light of this time of the Plenary Council that
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we have lived together? I see two things, first, we noticed that the Chapter was well received. The confreres tried everywhere, in each Province
to be faithful to the rule of three in community. There are regions where
it has been difficult for reasons that do not depend on us, such as personnel who could not return to the country. I am in a region that is experiencing such difficulties, the Maghreb, Ethiopia; and in spite of that,
Provincials have tried to maintain this rule of three. Another thing that
the confreres have committed themselves to during these last three years,
and that was under impetus of the Chapter, was the jubilee year. Everywhere the confreres got together with the sisters, to try to remember our
founder, our ancestors, the pioneers who brought the faith to Africa; to
remember, to give thanks to God, but also to ask ourselves what we are
doing today so that the light received and handed on may continue to do
so. I believe that it has been a positive observation in all the Provinces
that this Jubilee has given responses to the calls of the 2016 Chapter.
Speaking of the future, there is a lot we have gained and at the same
time there is a lot we have to work on. We need to strengthen this spirit
of brotherhood so it be not superficial, so that the esprit de corps be
visible, that we be united, be one and that such spirit may be more and
more part of us. For the future, I remain optimistic because we have a
force that is growing, it is young people. I believe that it is this youth
which is invited to welcome the spirit of the charism, the Lavigerian
spirit and make it its own. In the spirit of the Chapter they are capable
of doing very beautiful things, But this presupposes dialogue, communication, constantly explaining our mission as it must be well understood and received by all.
Our young candidates who hear about the desert, about the
Maghreb where you work have difficulty understanding the future in
relation to a desert; so what are you going to tell them so that they
can understand that even in the desert the mission is still possible and
flourishing?
I think we have to put ourselves in the context of the Jubilee; we are
here in Kampala, when we made the pilgrimage we were constantly told
about Lourdel and Amans, who came here. Lourdel was barely 30 years
old and so was Brother Amans; they came at a time when all of Africa
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was unknown. It was like the Sahara, like a desert for young Europeans
of their age. They found themselves in an unknown environment and
they began to work as in a desert. But they had confidence, they had
faith that the people who were there would welcome them; and here are
the results today: a flourishing church. Of course, you are going to tell
me: but in the Sahara you are not going to build churches... But the mission is still there, I believe that the Sahara was a desert in the literal and
figurative sense for a missionary, because when you don’t succeed, you
ask: what should I do? It is precisely because there is nothing to do that
we have to do everything, and that we have to invent. And I believe that
these are places where missionaries must be, and they are places where
we are called to live our charism of dialogue with the Muslims and to
show that this fraternity without frontiers, the esteem of the other as our
brother despite his difference, the difference of religions is possible in
this place today. I am sure that the mission in the desert or in Algeria is
difficult; it is precisely because it is difficult that missionaries are called
to go there. When Lavigerie founded the White Fathers in 1868, the
Church was very comfortable in Algiers, the priests serving the French
colony that was there. But he said no, this Church I find it good but it is
not enough; I want people to go where everything is still to be done.
You have just made 3 days of pilgrimage in Uganda and during
these 3 days what has marked you the most in all that you have heard,
in all that you have seen, are the missionaries of Africa still useful in
this Africa of today?
The first thing that struck me when I hear all the stories of this
Church from here is the courage and the missionary audacity of Lourdel
and Amans. We are full of admiration for the missionary zeal they had.
The second thing that impressed me was how the faith really took root
in these people and how grateful they are for this faith. This really impressed me. The Church of Uganda and the Ugandan people are very
grateful to the White Fathers. I have not yet seen another country where
the Church and the people are so grateful to the White Fathers... This is
touching, especially to see that the seed sown has become a large
baobab tree that shelters many birds and bears much fruit. How do I see
the mission today? Is mission still possible? It’s a difficult question...
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We can say to ourselves, “Let’s stay here and make tents because the
Church recognizes us. It’s good that we stay, but if we stay it’s not to
rest from our achievements. We must always look and go further, because the mission is not yet finished, even if we are a 90 percent Christian country, there are still missionary zones. We must invite this country to be missionary. I believe that the charism of our Society is to push
the frontiers of the Church ever further, and for that reason, I believe
that we must now invite this Church to be missionary with us. As I was
saying to someone, what strikes me in Algeria is the fact that not only
are the White Fathers and the White Sisters present, but there are five
congregations, founded by White Fathers and by White Sisters, which
have communities in Algeria. This is so because we have pressed these
communities and these Churches to be missionary in their turn. And I
believe that here too, there is a challenge: a well-established Church
must not be a Church closed on itself, it must be a missionary Church,
and the White Fathers must help for this to happen. In Kampala
we talked about fracture zones, areas where people suffer. There is also
talk in Uganda about Sudan which overflows into northern Uganda.
We missionaries are called to be there, but we must also invite the
Church of Uganda which is by now fully developed to be there too.
Interviewed by Freddy Kyombo

List of Errata
In number 1104 of the Petit Écho, on page 490, we correct that Cardinal Fitzgerald
is not the second, but the third cardinal of the Society of Missionaries of Africa, after
Cardinal Nsubuga of Uganda and Cardinal Zoungrana of Burkina Faso. Our thanks to
Bruno Ssennyondo who pointed out the error and to the archivist who corrected it.
In number 1105 of the Petit Écho, on page 528, we correct the date of Tanzania’s
independence which is December 9, 1961 instead of December 7. On page 537, the
acknowledgements are: “Thanks to Dominique Arnauld and Charlie Timoney, archivists
in Rome and Dublin. Thanks to Christine Hughes and Kevin Brown, archivists of Nazareth
House in London, Fr. Frank Nolan for contacting and consulting the archives of the Sisters
of Nazareth, to Sheila O’Sullivan for helping me track down contacts in County Kerry,
Nan Halissey for sharing with me her memories of ‘Father Richie’, Fr. Tom Crean, parish
priest of Kenmare, for allowing me to consult the Baptismal Register in Kenmare”.
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Interview with
Father Gérard Chabanon
Provincial of Europe

Father Gérard Chabanon is Provincial of Europe. His Province
regroups about 500 confreres in ten countries. Gérard too was at the
Plenary Council of Missionaries of Africa held in Kampala last year.
Here below you find what he shared with me about his expectations and
his vision.
Father Gerard, you were at the Plenary Council of the Society of
Missionaries of Africa in Kampala, which took place 3 years after the
last General Chapter. I believe it was a moment of evaluation and of
choosing a direction to take. So tell us, after all you did there what is
the future of the Missionaries of Africa; how did the Plenary Council
look at the future of the Society of Missionaries of Africa?
The future of the Society is in good hands as the person in charge of
Initial Formation explained to us: the number of candidates in our different houses of formation and who are preparing to take over the different missionary fields in which the Society is engaged. There is a
bright future especially for the mission in Africa, but not only... At the
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Plenary Council one of the subjects that was discussed was the mission
outside Africa, which means, in Asia, America and Europe. With regard
to Europe, for which I am more concerned, in recent years we have developed seven projects which we now call missionary commitments
and which are especially directed towards the welcoming and pastoral
care of migrants.
The personnel in Europe is rather ageing... you have just said that
the Society is opening up to mission outside Africa, and this since the
last Chapter. If I understand correctly, there will be many confreres
from Africa and elsewhere who will also come to work in Europe; are
the European confreres ready to welcome them and to work with
them?
There are already a good dozen non-European confreres working in
Europe... I believe that on the whole the welcome is good; they are even
happy to see that there is fresh blood being injected into these missionary commitments. I believe that there are still a certain number of missionaries who are so focused on Africa that they wonder if we are not
taking personnel from Africa to put them in Europe; perhaps there is
still a need for further explanation, especially in the area of mission.
When I am told: but why are you taking African confreres to come to
Europe? I answer: I am not taking African confreres; I am taking missionaries from Africa. So, whether they are Africans or not – it is certain
that the majority of young confreres are Africans today, but not only –
we have a Mexican and there are young confreres who may come from
elsewhere. The important thing is to focus well on commitments to mission. For the mission in Europe, as elsewhere, there is still a great need
for missionaries.
Do the confreres who come to work in Europe at this time feel truly
missionary, or do they believe that they are simply doing a job that has
been asked of them?
I hope they feel they are missionaries because this is what they are.
It is true that in Europe and in Africa, we live in very different contexts
and environments; there is a period of adaptation; but I believe that
those who have been involved for some time take this mission that is
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theirs to heart and do their best to get involved in a mission of encounter
and dialogue, of welcoming migrants, participating in social activities,
but also in pastoral activities, and help the European Christian communities to wake up to this particular mission and its demands, especially
what concerns migrants.
Gérard, we were together in Uganda during this pilgrimage, we
saw lay people who came from Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda, who accompanied us during the pilgrimage; so what contacts do we have in
Europe with lay people? Are there lay people who accompany us in
our mission? And what is the particularity of this apostolate?
We have lay people who accompany us; there are those who are directly involved, they are employed in our houses, in particular in our
retirement houses. They take on important responsibilities, not just in
financial and material matters, but also in accompanying confreres. If I
take the case of Heythuysen in the Netherlands, the leader of the community is a lady, and in Germany in Cologne the local bursar is also a
lady. So there are more and more lay people who accompany us, who
walk with us in our daily life. Now at the level of a more missionary involvement, in pastoral projects of a more missionary nature we have
some small groups like the missionary fraternity in Paris and in other
countries. It is true that both the lay and priestly population is suffering
from ageing just like the general population. With regard to renewal,
that is to say, to have young lay men or women who commit themselves, they are a few... Thus, it is more limited compared to what I have
seen in Uganda where the population is very young.
Is the missionary vocation of the Missionaries of Africa still possible in Europe today?
The missionary vocation is quite possible. Now, few respond. There
are objective conditions to explain this both with regard to missionary
as well as to religious vocation. One of these is the small number of
children that a couple may have; if you limit yourself to having one or
two children maximum, and if one is a boy and the other a girl, there is
less chance. We see clearly in history that missionary vocations in Holland or elsewhere were born in large families. This is also often the case
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in Africa. So there are objective conditions. There is a second very important condition, it is the little education in the faith that is done at the
level of young people; so we have young people who are very ignorant
of the faith; this too limits the number. But the option of the missionary
vocation is open; we told ourselves in Council that we have a duty to
welcome every person, every young person, who would come to us and
propose the missionary vocation. If it has fascinated us, enthused us in
our youth, why not our european youht today?
Gerard, let’s go back to Uganda where we spent a few days on
pilgrimage; what impressed you most during this pilgrimage?
It was definitely the joy of the welcome we received. Uganda, if I
am not mistaken, is the second youngest country in Africa, and that we
witnessed: young people, children, groups of young people dancing,
singing and welcoming us. We know the spontaneity that exists and the
ease with which young people can welcome, but what struck me perhaps most was that it was all prepared. It was not just spontaneous, “just
like that”, but there had been a whole preparation that had been done
and this showed; the visit that we were making to them had been prepared, programmed and all this had been done seriously; that struck me
very much. Wherever we went, we were well received; for example, I
think of the hospital in Kisubi where the doctors, the management, were
in a big meeting; they interrupted their meeting to come and greet us
and the director of the hospital came to talk to us, and he knew what he
was going to tell us, that struck me a lot.
You were Superior General of the Society of Missionaries of Africa
and you found yourself immediately afterwards, in a parish in Tapac
at the home of the Karamajong, vicar of a young priest who had just
been ordained. But even today when you see yourself, you still have
enthusiasm for the mission. I would like you to give a message to the
young people who are in formation: what will you tell them? Why do
you continue to be happy, to be a Missionary of Africa.
If I had a message to give to young people, it’s that the mission is
fascinating! Wherever you go, and I’ve been in many places, ... you
meet a lot of people and always discover something new; but when you
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go a little deeper, beyond the various aspects of meeting people whether
emotional, intellectual or individually, there is a real spiritual dimension
to it, where you discover the action of the Gospel, the action of Christ
who is alive ... And it is this life, you discover, that you want to share
with others. That is the message I would give!
Interviewed by Freddy Kyombo.
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Joining Our Forces in 2020
for Our Common Home,
the Earth!

Impossible to continue our life as we do! Humankind is on the verge
of its downfall!
People of all ages are increasingly aware of this critical phase that
we are going through. During this period of the Anthropocene, the
influence of humans on the earth system is becoming predominant.
The “human era” is irreversibly causing ecological and social crises
at the local, regional and global levels. The disastrous consequences
are visible, palpable and perceptible. Some researchers even say that
“humanity is abolishing itself”.
Recently, several confreres approached me and shared their concerns
about the ecological crisis. They try to be better informed and to learn
more about it. They are getting personally and concretely involved.
Also, in the Chapter of 2016, our missionary Society expressed its opinion, albeit timidly, on the importance of protecting the environment and
promoting the Green Church.
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We are starting the year 2020. There will be opportunities for us to
take a step forward and walk together by working more intensely for
the respect and care of our Common Home, our Mother Earth. In the
face of the cries of the earth and of suffering populations, sensitivity,
receptivity and compassion have increased among citizens. The motivation and the will are there to walk together, to engage together beyond national, religious and confessional borders. On the occasion of
the 5th anniversary of the publication of Laudato Si’ and the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, events will be organised, texts published, actions carried out and collaboration between various actors strengthened.
At a diocesan meeting here in Rome, we were encouraged not to
wait for big political decisions. Each of us can already do his part. Four
areas of action were particularly mentioned by a renowned Italian meteorologist: building, transport, food and consumption.
With regard to the building, I was pleased because we already
use thermal solar panels to heat the water in the house and, recently,
we have installed photovoltaic solar panels on our terraces at the
Generalate, which produce electrical energy. To the great pleasure of
our local treasurer because the electricity bill has dropped considerably!
With respect to transportation, we were encouraged to make greater use
of rail and public transport and to reduce aircraft use, as CO2 emissions of
aeroplanes are comparatively very high. We were also invited to calculate
our personal carbon footprint over a year. For example, you might consult
the following website : https://offset.climateneutralnow.org/footprintcalc
With regard to food, the meteorologist reminded us that animal husbandry, and especially cattle breeding, contributes significantly to
greenhouse gas emissions. Agriculture and livestock farming are major
contributors to deforestation. Corn and soybean fields are mainly used
for animal feed. Consequently, it is essential to review our meat consumption. The less it is, the better for the planet and for people: do we
need to be sick and to get doctor’s prescriptions before changing our
eating habits?
With regard to consumption, there is a call to discernment. It is not
enough to recycle what we buy and use and throw away. The big chal45

MISSION

Drought in the Sahel... what's causing it?

lenge is to produce less waste: consider the durability of objects when
purchasing; reduce the use of plastic and paper; choose reusable dishes
over disposable ones. The list of possible applications is long. It is up
to each of us to complete it.
Discerning about how we consume is not so obvious in a world of
huge mutation, rapid changes and complexity where everything is interconnected. On the horizon we see already the consequences of
“Streaming” and digital consumption. It’s so easy to watch movies and
video clips on the smartphone anywhere, anytime: in the subway, at the
bus stop, in the doctor’s waiting room. Seeing the online video on the
small screen, watching football live, all this seems to be futuristic for
part of the population of our globe, but the accessibility to this digital
universe is developing at a galloping pace. The latest research already
shows that this new lifestyle, “Streaming”, considerably increases
CO2’s emissions. To know more, please watch the following video:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJn6pja_l8s
What can we do to take care of our Mother Earth? The question is addressed to each of us individually but also to the community. If you want
to go further, it is appropriate and beneficial to make an Eco-diagnosis,
see for example: https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/how-eco-church-works/
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The root of the problem, which is at the same time the solution, lies
in the way of life, the lifestyle of each human being. It would be
enlightening to read and explore this aspect in Laudato Si’ (n°203-208).
Lifestyle change is not so obvious. I believe that each of us has
had this experience in his own life. Moreover, it is unlikely that we
ourselves have received an environmental education to become “ecological citizens”. And yet, we are called to promote education for
responsible ecological citizenship (LS n°209-215). Yet, there is still a
way to go there.
“Ecological conversion” at personal, community and societal level
is essential and needed. Laudato Si’ speaks already about it (n° 216221). The Pan-Amazonian Synod required it, and the message of peace
of the 1st January, 2020 insists on “a new way to dwell in our common
home, to accept our differences, to respect and celebrate the life that
we have received and share, and to seek living conditions and models
of society that favour the continued flourishing of life and the development of the common good of the entire human family.” (n°4)
The year 2020 offers us many opportunities to journey together and
to draw inspiration from the initiatives already planned so that we can
integrate respect and care for the Common Home into our daily missionary life.
The message for the 1st January, “World Day of Peace”, launches
us to begin the pilgrimage of the year: “Peace as a journey of hope:
dialogue, reconciliation and ecological conversion. »
On the 24th May we will celebrate the 5th anniversary of
Laudato Si’. It will be a good opportunity to participate and also to
propose prayers, conferences and
various activities.
From September 1st, “World
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation”, to the 4th October, feast of
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St. Francis of Assisi, we will be invited to live the “Season of Creation”.
It will be a precious opportunity to work together with brothers and
sisters of other Christian denominations.
Of course, it is not necessary to wait for these specific events to
experience ecological conversion. Throughout the year it will be possible to promote integral ecology, to offer meetings for reflection and
formation, and to carry out concrete actions. So why not already start
planning initiatives in your community, parish, formation institute,
specific centre?
Throughout the year, let us share our experiences with each other
through our networks! The experience of one community can inspire
others. Let us create a synergy among us! Let us help one another
in our efforts!
May the year 2020 help us to take several steps forward, and why
not several leaps, to integrate respect and care for the environment into
our Christian missionary life. That we be actively committed to preserving the environment for every creature, both for present and future generations, through our lifestyle, through environmental education and
through concrete actions carried out together with people of good will.
Andreas Göpfert
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JPIC-RD in Tanzania
Restoration Project
with the Youth of Tanzania

The office of Justice and Peace (JPIC-ED) in Tanzania is involved
in a wide range of matters of social concern from anti-human trafficking, children’s rights and child justice, Basic Needs Basket (BNB), inter-religious dialogue, ecumenical dialogue and integrity of creation.
As you may know, we do not have enough personnel for to do all
these activities. Our approach has been engaging other players such as
other religious congregations, NGOs, Faith based organizations, civil
society organizations and certain government sponsored programs. Networking with these partners has helped us in both effective work and
reaching out to as many people with few resources. In addition, working with these players is a great way of witnessing our presence as Missionaries of Africa. Many people often take keen interest in what we do.
They ask questions like many people do these works for a fee but you
are doing them for free. In response I try to explain our core values as
Missionaries of Africa, founded on the Gospel values and the Vision of
our founder Cardinal Charles Lavigerie.
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This particular article focuses on integrity of creation. ‘Look after
the Earth and it will look after you’ is an old adage that many folks
these days seem not to care about. Tanzania is not an exception to the
challenges of climate change. We have vast land in Tanzania with very
large forests. However, there are some activities that have been destroying these forests silently. Charcoal burning and commercial timber are
on the top list of the drivers of deforestations.
This has led to some negative impact on the climate. In response, as
Missionaries of Africa office of justice and peace in Tanzania, and in
collaboration with other partners and government, we have embarked

Dialogue with the population to raise awareness on climate change
and restoration

on a program famously known as restoration project. The main aim
is to restore the forests to their former glory.
Basically, we go to the government department of forestry and present our project proposal with details on when, where and how we will
plant the trees. The government has been forthcoming on this issue and
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often sends field officers from the forestry department to allocate us
land where to plant trees. Usually, they select destroyed forests and we
pick it from there.
In order to ensure that this project lasts long, we have decided to involve the local people especially the youth. We go around secondary
schools and start the environmental protection clubs, we give a public
talk to all pupils at the big assembly and then later we sit in the school
premises where we note down names of the pupils who freely choose
to join the club. Upon registration, the pupils are offered on going training on the importance of wild life conservation with special attention
to forests. We focus on how the forests are our friends and angels; we
would not survive without them.
Once the pupils have received enough training, we invite them to
come with us to the field to plant trees in the company of some members
of staff and government representatives. sometimes we are lucky we find
destroyed forests near the city, many times we find these places far from
the city that we need strong cars and a good drive to reach the heights.
Once we finish the exercise of tree planting, we retreat to a place
where we offer a meal to the pupils because this is a very tiring job. We
conclude with a short evaluation of what they learnt from the field and
what they would like us to do better next time. The young people often
have very interesting ideas. such a great honor and pleasure to listen to
their dreams and creative thinking. Upon concluding remarks, we drive
the pupils back to school and from there they go back to their various
homes.
Currently we have been allocated 52 acres at Pugu forest, until now
we have covered 5 acres, we invite all environmental lovers and all who
care about mother Earth to come and support us. Recently we had a
stakeholder’s meeting where we evaluated the role of each stakeholder.
This was in view of seeing what kind of contribution each player was
bringing to the table. The outcome could help us to unite our efforts and
make great strides in arresting climate change.
As missionaries of Africa maybe we could support these children
by helping them in their studies, purchase seedlings or provide means
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Planting trees to care for and restore the soil to combat climate change

of reliable transport where necessary as they go in the interior of the
country side restoring forests.
Let’s look after mother Earth and she will look after us. “We do not
own this world but inherited it from our ancestors, who borrowed
it from our descendants.” Thus, the world does not belong to us but
to our descendants.
Elvis Ng’andwe
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Gerard Reynaert
1925 - 2018
and was ordained priest on the 12th
April 1952.
He was nicknamed ‘de zwatte’
(the black one) because of his black
hair, and was very popular with it.

F

Gerard was an average student
but with a very strong will, he
would not give in quickly but retained self-control. He was very
healthy, had a golden heart, always
ready to render service. Very practical, he has golden hands which
repaired all kind of things. Although
his spirituality was rather practical,
he had a deeply rooted faith. Two
main qualities recognized by his
superiors in that time was his
straightforwardness and his dedication to his work. He was a dedicated second in command but not
a leader.

ather Gerard Reynaert was
born on 22nd October 1925
in Passendaele, diocese of
Brugge (Belgium) from a deep
Catholic family. His father was a
farmer, his mother was originated
from a nearby village. Of his siblings, his sister Maria Reynaert
A man of contacts he was speakwas living not far from our former
novitiate of Varsenaere. She was a ing currently Flemish, French, English and German. Later he became
nurse.
very fluent in Luganda, the language
Gerard joined the White Fathers he preferred.
in 1945, in Boechout, He did his
After a time of initiation to the
novitiate in 1947, the year he received the gandoura and the rosary. English way of life, he joined UganIn 1948 he started his theology in da on the 15th March 1954. His
Heverlee, took his oath in 1951 first post was Nkozi, in the Arch53
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diocese of Rubaga. In 55 we find
him in Kisubi, minor seminary, 57
in Bijuni parish and he went on
home leave in 1961. At his return
he joined Rusuubizi parish, 3
months later he joined the TTC
(Training for teachers). After a sort
stay in Nswanjere seminary (8
months) he was appointed to Rubaga as bursar. In 67 we find him in
Nandere parish, but from end August 1969 he joined Nakasongola
as parish priest until his return from
home leave 9th October 1985. One
of his best memories. If you wanted
to have him speaking with passion,
you just had to push the button
Nakasongola, especially during the
war when the Tanzanian army came
to reinstall Obote in power. It was
a time of looting and steeling. As
he was in charge of a big farm of
the diocese, he managed to protect
the place efficiently. In 1985 he
went to Kisubi as parish priest but
one year later back to Nakasongola,
with an interruption for home leave
and the session and long retreat in
Jerusalem in February 1990. In
1991 we find him in Vvumba parish
as parish priest and later curate.
Two yeas later he was in Ndibata
(93), in 97 he came for the first
time to Lourdel House (Kampala).
In 2001 he joined the team of confreres in Kasambya (Kiyinda-Mitiyana diocese). In 2007 he joined

the founding fathers of the historical
parish of Nabulagala, where everything started with Fr. Lourdel
and Br. Amans, but lasted only 3
years. It was resurrected by Cardinal
Wamala the then Archbishop of
Kampala. Finally, he joined Lourdel
House in 2010 where he was bursar
and guest master. Known in the
whole city especially driving his
small Suzuki Jeep that he used
until a few weeks before his death
3rd of May 2018. He proudly reminded us that he never got an accident with any of his cars and lorries. While at Lourdel house, he
was saying daily mass at the community of St Ann where some of
the elderly Sisters of the Little Sisters of Saint Francis live. On Sunday
he was saying Mass at the police
barracks of Nsambya, and the last
years in one of the outstations of
Nabulagala.
The evenings he spent seated
on the baraza of the house, looking
at the birds, the trees he had planted,
and the construction works of a
neighborhood hotel of Inter Service.
Although he became very deaf,
when we were speaking his dialect
from Passendaele, he was following
very well, indicating the differences
of words according to the village
or the towns of his region.
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A very pleasant confrere joking
and teasing, always ready to render
service. The last years his health
started to decline. He had never
been sick, but he started to develop
problems with the prostate. In Belgium they didn’t want to operate
due to his age but gave him medication. A time came that the situation
aggravated but he didn’t want to
go back home because of his sister
who was still alive and being a
nurse would understand the gravity
of his situation. The last month of
his life became quite painful. But
it is only the last two weeks where
he had to go to the hospital. He
was taken care of, but as he said,
he never suffered like that before.
Finally, the Lord came to call him

in the early hours on the 3rd May
2018. His burial was celebrated on
the 7th May 2018 in Nabulagala
where he was laid to rest near the
remains of Fr. Lourdel and Br.
Amans, as well as Bishop Livinhac
and also Fr. Kamya, a Ugandan
confrere he took care of in his last
month when he was sent to Nalukolongo where he got appropriate
care from the Sisters of the Good
Samaritan. Three times a week Fr.
Gerard came to visit F. Kamya to
help him in some health care.
A part of history left us, a man
appreciated by many, small and
great alike. For him one thing was
important: to live his faith in action.
Arnould de Schaetzen
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René De Laet
1924 - 2019
is shy and reserved and never puts
himself forward. He’s helpful, goodness incarnate, always in a good
mood. In the community he has
only friends; he is straightforward
and cordial. He works methodically,
has a lot of practical sense, but is
not a leader. Already since the novitiate his health is not brilliant.

R

ené was born on the 28th
December 1924 in Leest
in the province of
Antwerp into a well-to-do farming
family with eleven children. After
primary school in his village, he
followed the Greco-Latin humanities at the Sint-Rombaut College
in Mechelen and at the minor seminary of Hoogstraten. In September
1943 he joined the White Fathers
in Boechout. He did his novitiate
in Varsenare and theology in Heverlee, where he took his missionary
oath on the 21th July 1949 and was
ordained priest on the 8th April
1950. His companions emphasize
his seriousness and regularity; he

On the 21st August, 1950 he
flew “to the Congo, to the Lake
Albert region. He started in Kilomines where he learnt Swahili. At
the beginning of 1952 he was appointed secondary school teacher.
In October 1953, to his great joy,
he was sent to the parish of Badiya,
where at the end of 1955 he became
superior and parish priest. In a
short time he learnt kibira, a language with tones. The Babira constituted fifty percent of the 50,000
inhabitants of the parish. The other
half was made up of several other
tribes. At the beginning of 1964,
the parish had 20,000 Catholics,
spread over 6 main outstations with
a total of 28 bush chapels, which
the Fathers visited regularly. René
knew his flock by name, including
the children! Fr. Vereecke, regional,
wrote: “Very much appreciated by
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the Christians. Leads his parish
well, does not think of himself,
has few needs. He doesn’t impose
himself, he trains his colleagues.”
In 1964 Ituri became prey to attacks by the Simbas (Swahili for
lions) who revolted against the
government. Later on René wrote
down his painful memories of this
period. On the 20th Sunday September, René and his colleague Jaak
De Meyer were taken to the administrative centre of Irumu and
locked up. There they witnessed
three savage convictions and executions. After a few days they were
taken back to the parish. The next
day they came back looking for
them. They had to prepare some
personal belongings and some food;
the cook was requisitioned, the six
Congolese Sisters, Servants of Jesus,
were also taken on board. The lieutenant kept saying he could kill
the Fathers. At night drunken Simbas came and threatened them. But
on Saturday, 10th October, they
were released. They left for Bunia
that same evening. There followed
a few weeks of apparent calm. But
on the 29th October about thirty
Fathers and twenty Religious Sisters, all Belgians, were gathered in
front of the buildings of the “People’s Army”. All were insulted and
threatened. A few dozen white peo-

ple joined them. Congolese Brothers
and Sisters brought them food and
firewood. Greek traders brought
fish from the lake. The prisoners
are locked up in a hotel requisitioned
by the Simbas. Every evening the
prisoners organized a biblical celebration. The night of the 16th to
the 17th November was hell. The
Simbas wanted to avenge a defeat
in Beni. Fathers and especially
nuns were cruelly beaten, some
nuns were raped. René, who had
tried to intervene, was seriously
beaten up. Sister Therese Simons
of the Religious of Christian Instruction, who was shot but not allowed to be treated, died the next
day. On the 18th November everyone was able to return to the hospital. On the 2nd December they
were released by South African
mercenaries.
On the 30th June, 1965 René
left for Badiya, where he stayed
until 1970. After a spell in Bunia,
he was appointed parish priest in
Geti in 1972. The confreres organized their own modest school for
catechists. René remarked “that the
time of bricks is over”. The parish
also organized refresher courses
for Catholic teachers who worked
in official, Protestant, Anglican and
Islamic schools. In October 1980
René participated in session- retreat
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in Jerusalem. Appointments then
followed one after the other: superior in Kilo, again parish priest in
Kilomines; in 1987 vicar in Badiya.
In 1989 he had to leave for the
first time for health reasons. A persistent fatigue, writes Father Vernhet, Regional. “René is a solid man
that nothing stops, especially not
work. He loves his tours in the
bush and doesn’t spare himself”.
In 1992 he once again became
parish priest in Badiya, where he
stayed until 1996, towards the end
“as fourth”. There followed a return
to Geti, from where he was evacuated in December 1996, in rather
incredible circumstances, when Kabila-father’s army invaded the country. In September 1997 René is
back. During his leave in 2000 his
golden jubilee was celebrated in
Leest, where he had been spending
all his holidays. In October 2002
he was appointed to Bunia, where
he was in charge of the CEVs
(Basic Ecclesial Communities) in
the districts of the city. In May
2003, when civil war broke out

between Hema and Lendu, he was
forced to leave and – with a heavy
heart – he returned to Belgium for
good. He was appointed to the
Keizerstraat in Antwerp. In 2003
he participated in the 70+ session
in Rome.
In the community he took his
part in community tasks, such as
reception and the telephone. He
missed not a single community exercise. He faithfully attended the
funerals of his confreres, wherever
in Belgium. He remained his life
long the affable, kind, cheerful and
optimistic confrere he always was.
On the 18th November René was
hospitalized at the Saint Vincent
Clinic in Antwerp with severe pneumonia. He died on the 8th December,
Feast of the Immaculate Conception.
He was almost 95 years old, 53 of
them in the Congo! The funeral
took place on the 14th December in
Leest, in the Saint Nicolas church
which was packed with people.
He was buried among his confreres
in Varsenare.
Jef Vleugels
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Jaime Labiano
1926 - 2018
known for the missionary spirit
were being trained. His application
for admission to the Missionaries
of Africa was supported by the
Rector of the seminary and accepted
by his parents.
On 29th September 1948, Jaime
arrived at Maison Carrée (Algeria)
for the novitiate where they said
of him: “He is a very good subject...
He is pious, devoted and very sociable”. He continued his theological
studies at Thibar (Tunisia) and took
his missionary oath on 27th June
1952. He was ordained a priest in
th
ather Jaime Labiano Carthage on 5 April 1953.
Echeverría was born on
In his evaluation for the subdithe 22nd September 1926 aconate and the missionary oath
at San Sebastián (Guipúzcoa, Spain) we read: “Endowed with a precise,
of Florentino Labiano y María clear and sharp mind. Good judgEcheverría. His childhood was ment... very straightforward, maybe
affected by a turbulent political a little too sharp.” “He was a good
and social period, marked by the Scholastic in everything and quite
Spanish Civil War (1936-1939), strong intellectually. A little blunt
which probably shaped his character in his frankness. But at heart, a
somehow.
good confrere, energetic, active,
dedicated and a good organiser”.
At the end of his secondary
Jaime’s first appointment was
school studies, in 1945, Jaime joined
the major seminary of Vitoria where to the novitiate at Maison Carrée
the clergy of the three present-day (Algeria), where he was bursar for
dioceses of the Basque Country five years and where he showed

F

59

PROFILES
his gifts as an organizer and good
Jaime spent most of his misadministrator and, also, his some- sionary life in Mali in parishes, eiwhat strict and rigid character.
ther as parish priest or as curate.
The same assessment was made
From Maison Carrée, Jaime was
over and again of him. His provinappointed to Mali, where he spent
cial writes: “The confreres esteem
30 years, that is, most of his mishim but they find him a little harsh”.
sionary life in the dioceses of: MopIn apostolic work he is known as:
ti, Segou, San and Bamako.
“hard-working, well-organized.
His good health allowed him A little too severe, they say, with
an active, sometimes somewhat people and catechists. He does not
forced pace of life, which gave easily admit to dialogue with his
him moments of exhaustion towards employees”.
the end of his years in Mali. In
A confrere said: “From the very
1994, being 67 years old, he lost
beginning,
– novitiate, scholasticate
11 kilos... He also had problems
with his spine because of the thou- – Jaime appears as a personality
sands of kms on motorcycles on humanly, intellectually and spiritrails that hardly deserve the name tually well endowed. But soon
of roads. These were some of the appears also what will be his hobdifficulties that Jaime endured with byhorse: his rigidity”.
simplicity, dignity and realism.
In 1985 he was entrusted with a
As soon as he arrived in Mali,
Jaime showed great interest in the
local language and customs, especially Bambara. His colleagues always recognized his competence
in this field. At a certain point,
Jaime was thinking of studying anthropology, a project that he did
not carry out due to various circumstances. He was also interested
in the spiritual animation of missionaries and animated at times a
retreat.

delicate mission. At the request of
his superiors, Jaime agrees to go
to Dakar (Senegal) to close the
house of the Missionaries of Africa.
This Jaime carried out with dedication and professionalism. He himself writes: “I am happy to do what
I do. I am put in the best of myself
at every moment in this painful
and annoying task. It is worthwhile
to live fully the meaning of our
apostolic task. I’ve given myself
totally to my work, even though I
know I’m just passing through. I
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have more work than ever before and newspapers, especially “The
and I am happy and fulfilled”.
Guardian”. During this time, he
was happy: he loved his work and
Once the house in Dakar was organized his time well, always
closed, he was offered missionary remaining true to himself.
animation work in Bilbao. Available,
as always, Jaime willingly accepted:
After the session in Rome, in
“If you’re thinking about Bilbao, 2002, he was appointed as a resident
I’m going to Bilbao. Once there, in the community of “Menorca
and together with the others, we tres” and moved with it to the new
will see what each of us can do house in Madrid where he remained
there”.
active, physically and intellectually,
rendering services to the community.
In 1990, four years later, Jaime
returned to Mali, this time to the
With the realism and availability
diocese of Bamako. But his health that characterized him, in 2014 he
was not the same anymore. In accepted his appointment to a resMarch 1994, he wrote: “In peace idence for the elderly in Viana
and in faith, I made the decision to (Navarre). The years had left their
return to Spain. From a human mark on him. Well aware of his
point of view, it’s a realistic decision. age and his increasing limitations,
I know I’m not indispensable and he became towards the end of his
I assume my limits”.
life totally dependent. This situation
he assumed in faith, as a new way
On returning to Spain, he began of giving himself to the mission.
to study English and, a few months He died on 2nd June 2018 in Viana,
later, he was appointed to CIDAF at the age of 91.
(Centre d’Information et DocumenMay he rest in the peace of the
tation Africaine) where he worked
as a translator of English news Lord.
Jesús Zubiría
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Missionaries of Africa
Father Heinz-Josef Schäckel, of the Diocese of Paderborn, Germany.
He died in Hersel, Germany, on 22nd January 2020 at the age of 83 years,
52 years of which were spent as a missionary in Nigeria, Uganda and
Germany.
Father Siegfried Elbert, of the Diocese of Würzburg, Germany. He
died in Saarlouis, Germany, on 24th January 2020 at the age of 81 years,
54 years of which were spent as a missionary in Ghana and Germany.
Father Maurice Desjardins, of the Diocese of Trois-Rivières, Canada.
He died in Sherbrooke, Canada, on 5th February 2020 at the age of 89
years, 63 years of which were spent as a missionary in Tanzania and
Canada.
Father Paul Zeller, of the Diocese of St. Gallen, Switzerland. He died
in Fribourg, Switzerland, on 10th February 2020 at the age of 97 years,
with 71 years of missionary life in Burundi, Algeria and Switzerland.
Father Jean-Yves Chevalier, of the Diocese of Angers, France. He
died in Bry-sur-Marne, France, on the 27th February 2020 at the age of
71 years, of which 42 years of missionary life in Burkina Faso and
France.
Father Jean Marie Luca, of the Diocese of Brugge, Belgium, He
died in Brugge, Belgium, on the 27th February 2020, at the age of 89
years of which 61 years missionary life in Rwanda and Belgium.
Father René Januel, of the Diocese of St-Etienne, France. He died in
St-Etienne, France, on the 29th February 2020, at the age of 87 years, of
which 57 years of missionary life in Burkina Faso, Switzerland and
France.
Father Gabriel Cuello S., of the diocese of Granada, in Spain. He
died in Benicassim, in Spain, on the 7th March 2020, at the age of 91
years, of which 67 years of missionary life in Belgium, Mali and Spain.

Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa
Sister Suzanne Delattre. She died, in Evere, Belgium, on the 30th
January 2020 at the age of 90 years, of which 68 years of missionary
life in Rwanda, Congo and Belgium.
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