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In this number 6 of the Petit Echo we 
have asked young missionaries to give their 
opinion on what they think is a relevant ap-
proach to missionary activity in the future, 
taking into account the changes, sometimes 
disturbing and at all levels, that our world 
is experiencing, including those caused by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Sisters, Brothers and priests, all missio-
naries, lead us in their reflections and vi-
sions of a better future. What approaches, 
what structures, what attitudes, what lan-
guage to adopt to address the realities of this 
time and those of tomorrow? We are all in-
vited to ask ourselves some questions about 
the future we wish for ourselves, for the 
Church and for the world.  

Freddy Kyombo 

Rwandan proverb: “Take care of all the plants; you don’t 
know which ones will bear fruit and which ones will be sterile.” 

Meaning: Taking good care of all young people because you 
can’t know in advance which ones will succeed in shaping a better 
future for all.
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 Meeting young confreres 

This issue of Petit Echo gives the floor to young confreres to share 
their experience and  vision of mission.  The expression “young 
confreres” is well known in our Missionaries of Africa language. It re-
fers to all the confreres who are in their first or second term of mission 
and have less than 7 years of missionary experience after their Oath. 
They are 154 in the Society (13%) and are dispersed in all the Provinces 
and Sections. 

Meeting with young confreres in the field and tes-
timony 

I have just returned from an extended visit to the PAC which receives 
many young confreres. In a few lines I would like to share some testi-
monies of my meeting with the Sector of Maniema which the Provincial 
of PAC affectionately calls the missionary lung of the Province. As you 
know the two bishops of the Maniema are Missionaries of Africa: Mgr 
Placide Lubamba, Bishop of Kasongo and Mgr Willy Ngumbi, admi-
nistrator of the diocese of Kindu which he was in charge of before being 

transferred last year to Goma. 
The Maniema Sector is a ra-
ther landlocked area. It is 
above all a sector animated by 
young confreres. These are 
happy in their mission and 
deeply committed. They take 
many initiatives that recall the 
exploits of our elders.  

Their great challenge is that 
of the Mission itself. After 
more than 100 years of pre-
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sence, we seem to be at the beginning of the Evangelization of the re-
gion. The weight of tradition is still very heavy with a hint of tribalism 
even within the Church. The people live at times in distrust because of 
the belief in the “masisi” (poisoning by casting a spell).  Added to this 
is insecurity, which fortunately has diminished greatly. 

Among the initiatives taken by the confreres are those aiming at li-
ving peacefully together. This is an initiative to counter the omnipresent 
fear of poisoning and to build a peaceful living together through syste-
matic family visits. A confrere visits a family and this family invites the 
neighboring families, both Christian and non-Christian, and together 
they pray and bless the house.  From this house they all go together to 
the next family and so on until the last family where they celebrate the 
Eucharist. This creates a certain trust between families. 

There are also initiatives for the youth and to promote agriculture. 
The young confreres have initiated rice fields, cassava fields, nurseries 
to sensitize the population to safeguard our Common Home. Thus, the 
confreres of Kipaka planted more than 1000 fruit trees and initiated the 
population to set up nurseries. For the youth, they started catch-up 
classes and, to combine practice with theory, they gave each pupil a fruit 
tree to plant at home. They go around the families to see how the young 
people look after the trees.  

Finally, faced with the lack of trained lay people, they are involved 
in formation. Many Waongozi, i.e. community leaders, have not received 
a thorough Christian formation. The same shortcoming can be observed 
among catechists.  The formation of leaders is one of their priorities. 

The commitment of  the Society in the accompani-
ment of  young confreres 

The 2016 Chapter stressed the importance of accompanying young 
confreres in terms of preparation for pastoral insertion, preparation of 
the host community, spiritual life, ongoing formation, stability of their 
appointment. These different points were taken up in various communi-
cations of the General Council, including the message to the confreres 
on missionary and pastoral conversion and that of the Plenary Council. 
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In its message on missionary and pastoral conversion, the General Coun-
cil wrote: “One is not born an apostle; one becomes one little by little 
by living as an apostle”. The first missionary experience of the young 
confreres is very important. Very often it has an impact on the rest of 
their missionary life.  

The Plenary Council has taken up the question again with the Pro-
vincials and the Section Superiors. We all know however that the success 
of these orientations does not lie in messages and documents but rather 
in putting them into practice as a way to respond to our missionary vo-
cation.  Here in this issue of the Petit Echo young confreres and MSOLA 
share with us how they actually live the mission where they are sent and 
try to be signs of hope.  

Sharing of  young confreres and sisters 

As the Plenary Council reminded us, the charism of our Society is a 
treasure. It is a talent to be made fruitful. And this is the responsibility 
of each one of us. In the following pages we discover, through these bro-
thers and sisters who share their experiences and mission with us, not 
only the diversity of our commitments that lead us from the primary 
evangelization to JPIC/ED, but also the passion, the zeal with which our 
confreres live their daily lives without forgetting the concerns and wor-
ries they carry. In a short but profound article, Sr. Iwona Choleswinska, 
on mission in Tunisia, reminds us that the heart of the mission is love, 
Caritas, the motto of our founder. In our continuously changing world 
the missionary is called to promote all what is truly human. She is to be 
a nomad of God. 

From Nigeria, Gilbert Rukundo invites us to rethink mission by re-
discovering its communitarian dimension which has always been dear 
to our founder. Our apostolate is indeed communitarian and our com-
munities are apostolic. He raises the question of mission funding and of 
the quality of our presence through our closeness to people. Along the 
same lines Vincent Kyererezi from Tizi Ouzou in Algeria recalls in his 
article the homage paid to our elders, White Fathers and White Sisters 
who were close to people and worked in this region of Kabylia. He nar-
rates Malika’s defense of her thesis on “Le rôle du Fichier de Documen-
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tation berbère dans le recueil et l’établissement des corpus dans la région 
de Mekla (Kabylie)”.  

Elvis, from the capital of Tanzania, where he is actively involved in 
questions of Justice, Peace and inter-religious encounter, keeps in mind 
the impact of Covid-19 and invites us to rethink mission in relation to 
globalization. He argues for finding ways of being missionary that allow 
for a balance between the pastoral projects of the Dioceses that welcome 
us and our missionary priorities. He believes that the pandemic of Covid-
19 has made us discover another way of being pastors and missionaries 
by taking advantage of modern means of communication. He calls for 
their further exploration to better respond to the needs of the mission 
today.  Faced with the reality of migrants and human trafficking, he 
dreams of a transit center to welcome the victims of these scourges. Such 
is also the dream that Sister Marie Sakina who in Nairobi hopes to put 
up a center for girls and women who are victims of human trafficking 
and modern slavery.  

In the diversity of their reflections and sharing, these young brothers 
and sisters show the Spirit that impels them to proclaim the Good News 
in Africa and wherever our charism is called upon, strive to be signs of 
God’s love for all without distinction, bear witness to universal fraternity 
and are signs of hope. With them, we are all challenged in this conti-
nuously changing world and called to be more “attentive to the signs of 
God, who calls us to leave our nets and put out into deep water…”   

Didier Sawadogo

FFOORREEWWOORRDD
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The departure of  the Sisters  

of  the spiritual Family of  the Work

On Tuesday, 16 June 2020 at the end of the community Eucharist 
in the presence of the community of the Sisters of the Work Fr Ignatius 
Anipu made the following communiqué:  

The departure of the Sisters of the spiritual Family of the Work 

In the name of Our Superior General, Fr. Stanley Lubungo, caught 
up in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso in the lockdown due to the pande-
mic of Covid-19, I would like to inform you that our Sisters, the Sisters 
of the Spiritual Family of the Work will be leaving us at the end of this 
year, 2020.  

Generations of confreres as well as our guests have benefitted 
greatly from their generous services and discreet presence. We are very 
grateful to the community here present as well as to the entire Spiritual 
Family for their contribution to the Mission entrusted to our Society.  

This departure takes place after 55 years of fruitful and appreciated 
collaboration between our two institutes. This collaboration will now 
continue in different ways. The spiritual communion of prayer will 
keep us always united as we continue to pray for each other. 

OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION 

After consultation, dialogue and with the consent of his Coun-
cil, Father Stanley LUBUNGO, Superior General, has appointed 
Father Arsène KAPYA Assistant Provincial of the Eastern Africa 
Province (EAP) for a first mandate of three years starting on 1st 
July 2020.  

Rome, 26 June 2020 

Fr André-L. Simonart,  
Secretary General. 

GGEENNEERRAALL  CCOOUUNNCCIILL
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Our Mission in Kipaka 
Our Experience  

The Missionaries of Africa community in Kipaka in the Province of 
Maniema in the Diocese of Kasongo is currently constituted of three 
members, Robert Muthamia, Humphrey Mukuka and a diocesan deacon 
named Romain Makutubu. In order to have good community life we 
think it is very important to draw up a community project and to live by 
it daily. At the beginning of each liturgical year we meet and work out 
such community project. 

Apostolic activities  

The parish of St. Clement in Kipaka has a large number of Christians. 
It is still a parish of primary evangelization in spite of the long period 
of missionary presence. So, in order to better respond to the apostolic 
demands, several activities are carried out with the aim of accompanying 
the parishioners in their Christian life. Each year when the community 
project is being drafted, we also distribute the tasks in order to know 
who will be responsible for the different groups at the parish level. Visits 
to the outstations take place especially during the season of Lent and 

 Humphrey Mukuka and Robert Muthamia, our confreres in Kipaka Parish  

in their cassava fields
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The confreres of the Diocese of Kasongo and Kindu  

during the visit of Assistant General Didier Sawadogo

Advent. We meet well in advance to draw up the program. This helps 
us to know who will visit which place. Sessions are held almost throu-
ghout the year for different groups such as catechists, leaders of the Li-
ving Ecclesial Communities (C.E.V.) and Catholic Action Movements 
(MAC). It is through the Catholic Action Movements that we try to sup-
port a good number of our Christians. The most active groups are the 
group of Catholic Mothers, of the Charismatic Renewal, the Legion of 
Mary, the K.A. Group (Kizito and Anuarite) and the Xaveri Movement.   

In order to be more successful in the pastoral care of youth and chil-
dren, when we organize sessions at the parish level or at the level of dia-
konia (a diakonia is made up of at least six living church communities), 
we integrate into the sessions activities that attract young people and 
children.  Young people of our parish are attracted to sports such as foot-
ball and volleyball. In addition to this, we organize other activities within 
the framework of youth ministry such as choir festival, biblical quiz and 
other competitions related to youth and child care. So, we have found 
that by integrating activities like these in the different sessions, we are 
successful in youth ministry. In our experience, most young people are 
attracted to other churches or to other activities in their village. That is 
why we are always challenged to be creative in the way we carry out 
our apostolic activities in our parish so as to better evangelize today 

MMIISSSSIIOONN



330

MMIISSSSIIOONN

these young people who seem lost and scattered. Moreover, in Kipaka, 
we have initiated after-school tuition in the afternoons for primary and 
secondary school students. This is with the intention of helping young 
people with a formation that is holistic.  

Self-reliance 

Our Missionaries of Africa community in Kipaka has for some years 
now set itself the goal of continuing to raise the parishioners’ awareness 
about self-reliance. This is why our community sets itself as an example 
to motivate the parishioners as well as other people of good will to de-
velop self-supporting activities. Furthermore, the parishioners are used 
to support our community with donations in kind. That is to say, the six 
diakonies take it in turn to offer food throughout the year to our com-
munity. They organize themselves on what they want to offer us. For 
example, they offer goats, cassava, a few bags of rice, hens and some-
times money. Of course, these contributions continue to teach them 
about taking care of their own parish and their pastors. From the year 
2019 onwards, our community has made it a duty to be exemplary in 
the area of self-sufficiency. We have cultivated fields of rice, cassava, 

A nursery for the promotion of food self-sufficiency in the parish  
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peanuts and sweet potatoes on the land of the parish. Then, to achieve 
this objective, some initiatives were presented to the parishioners in view 
of increasing the capacity and the potentiality of the Province of Ma-
niema especially in the production of agricultural products. Each living 
ecclesial community was invited to cultivate its own field to help meet 
the different needs of the community and thus avoid dependence at the 
parish level.  

As for the care and protection of the environment, the community 
has already planted a good number of fruit trees. This initiative is not li-
mited only to Kipaka but has been presented to the Catholic schools of 
the parish so that students and teachers can participate in this activity. 
The members of the priestly community do the follow-up of this activity 
especially during visits of the Catholic schools in the parish. In addition, 
our community has started the project of a fish pond in Kisamba (located 
five kilometers from Kipaka) and animal rearing in the same place. In 
this sense, this project of our community serves as an example in the 
framework of the community’s self-reliance. 

Some challenges and difficulties in our mission 

The reality of our mission in Kipaka today presents some challenges 
and difficulties. We have had some cases of theft in our parish. In fact a 
good number of our parishioners have experienced cases of theft in their 
homes as well. This is a phenomenon that has become very widespread 
in Kipaka and because of this there is a certain mistrust that has been 
developing recently.   

There is also the phenomenon of poisoning that is developing these 
days in our parish. A good number of people have been victims of this 
phenomenon. So, this phenomenon frightens us despite our zeal for the 
mission in our Diocese of Kasongo. Still, we continue to fight against 
this bad practice in our preaching and other teachings. In addition, we 
regularly organize family visits to the different neighborhoods for bles-
sing and Mass. This activity has the objective to raise awareness on the 
fight against poisoning but also to learn how to live together.  We conti-
nue to do some research in order to better understand this situation. Ac-
cording to our experience this phenomenon is linked to hatred and 
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poverty among people. That is why we are convinced that by raising 
awareness about self-support and initiating them to other forms of de-
velopment can help to reduce this phenomenon.  

Roads in the province of Maniema are generally in poor condition. 
This is a problem when we move from one place to another. The main 
road which is not asphalted and leads to Kindu and in the other direction 
to Bukavu is maintained from time to time. As it rains practically every 
day and the roads are used by the trucks that regularly pass through it 
from Bukavu or Kindu, they deteriorate easily. That is why we need a 
good means of transport to better accomplish the mission in Kipaka pa-
rish. The most common means of transport is the motorcycle. However, 
many of our motorcycles in the parish are old. So we are obliged to 
spend much time and money on repairs and on  spare parts.  

2. OUR VISION 

Following what we have written above, it is clear that our vision of 
the mission in Kipaka and in general in the Diocese of Kasongo is about 

Maniema Sector' confreres after a Eucharistic celebration in the parish of Mingana
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being self-supporting. That is why the sensitization of the parishioners 
as well as people of good will is a priority. We believe that if a good part 
of the population would be able to take care of itself financially and 
otherwise, our milieu would experience great positive changes in terms 
of development. So, despite the many difficulties related to raising peo-
ple’s awareness about being self-supporting, the most important thing 
for us is to remain positive and faithful to the realization of our vision. 
For we hope that one day it will be realized.  

While working as a team where each one uses his qualities for the 
good of the whole community, we want to continue to carry out the good 
works that our predecessors (the confreres) started. Moreover, we want 
to participate in the development of Kipaka and its surroundings by 
being exemplary in our activities that lead in the direction of environ-
mental protection and by becoming a “green community” where it is 
good to live. May the Lord strengthen us and give us His grace to be 
able to carry out His Mission with love and perseverance in Kipaka and 
in the Diocese of Kasongo.  

 Robert MUTHAMIA and Humphrey MUKUKA 

Didier Sawadogo, Assis-

tant General, with Bishop 

Placide Lubamba,M.Afr, 

Bishop of Kasongo in DR 

Congo.

MMIISSSSIIOONN
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The Mission Today  
and Tomorrow  

with Respect to Globalization 
and Global Calamities 

This article comes at a critical time when humanity finds itself at 
crossroads. No sooner had we finished our 150 years’ celebrations of 
our Society than the Covid-19 popped up. Thus most of our apostolic 
programs were caught in the web of this pandemic and some have since 
been frozen. I asked myself, will I remain inactive as long as the Covid-
19 remains active?  Upon reflection and consultation, I realised that I 
could do long distance and online apostolate and where possible direct 
meetings with limited people while putting on face masks and observing 
the social distance.  

During this period, I have had a great chance to read the history of 
our Society on many different subjects.  I tried to read our history with 
an approach of seeing every epoch as a repository of wisdom thus rea-
ding history progressively rather than a thing of the past. The celebration 
of 150 yrs of our Society should be seen as present and future because 
we have a lot to learn from our fore-fathers and then see how to post it 
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into the future progressively. This will help us to stop repeating the same 
mistakes or making changes for the sake of changes.   

I have had several chances to converse and learn from both young 
and old confreres some in their late 80’s. Certain issues have been raised 
consistently such as lack of enthusiasm for youth ministry, not enough 
being done for dialogue with other religions and for integrity of creation. 
We do these works, but there is an impression that we are not doing en-
ough especially when the world needs us more than ever.  

It was observed that parish work has its own challenges and charac-
teristics. Two of these are discernment and team work.  To work in a pa-
rish requires discernment of how to ally ministry in a local church that 
has its priorities and be at the service of groups of people who have all 
their pastoral expectations and needs while remaining faithful to the 
Charism of the Society. As a missionary Society we feel called to take 
up the challenge Pope Francis gave when he invited us to go into the 
openmarket places and common over crowded places where the margi-
nalised people are found and smell the sheep. Team work – in the broad 
sense of the word – makes it possible to be present, involved and serving 
in a variety of ways and ministries.  

With the given current situation, it would be worth helping our 
confreres cope with modern science and technology so that we could 
avoid the limitations and challenges that come with these global cala-
mities such as Covid-19. It is imperative that we encourage and where 
possible teach our confreres to use the latest digital functions like email, 
whatsapp, skype, Zoom, and all that could help to carry out our aposto-
late because we are unable to meet in one place due to calamities like 
Covid-19. Moreover, Covid-19 does not seem to be going away anytime 
soon. But we have to learn to live with it while we continue with our 
daily activities.  

As we look towards the future while holding on to fundamental va-
lues we practiced in the past 150 years, we could look into other apos-
tolates like teaching in schools, colleges and universities; this will help 
us evangelise the wider society as we move towards a more globalized 
world than ever. While these folks in learning institutions may not follow 

MMIISSSSIIOONN
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strict catechism like we do at church, we can help them be inspired by 
Gospel values and a Gospel based way of life that will bear a mark on 
them forever.  

Hence, some of the future apostolates could sound old but would be 
new in terms of approach and implementation.  We could set up a transit 
home for victims of human trafficking and/or for homeless children. It 
is a transit home because the long term is to find a way to reintegrate 
them back into their families upon giving them surviving skills. Also, 
we need to create room for non-confrere missionaries for instance, we 
could engage the several groups of friends of the Missionaries of Africa 
we have in different sectors or in some missionary projects. 

Many people may desire change, but it is a very big challenge and a 
gamble at times to step into the un-known. We have seen it in the Acts 
of the Apostles when Peter baptised the uncircumcised and the criticism 
he faced. Of course when change brings its fruits, we are all happy. 
When the fruits take long to come then it could hold some members back 
in the past with a sense of discouragement. Definitely we need to listen 
to the voice of the Holy Spirit and contemplate, ‘is the Lord asking us 
to cast into the deep’? 

Raising awareness of the fight against Human Trafficking, children's rights  

and child protection at a primary school in Kabanga Kigoma.
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Today humankind is faced with the following fundamental problems: 
climate change (Covid-19, increase of temperature, distorted rainfall 
pattern, natural disasters, etc), slavery (Human Trafficking, forced mi-
gration, human smuggling, etc), threats to Global Peace (terror groups 
with religious dimension, rebel groups due to greed and grievances, etc) 
and socio-economic challenges (poverty, corruption, bad governance, 
loss of family structures, etc). We need to reflect on how we could use 
our prophetic voices and missionary tools to address these problems.  

Elvis Ng’andwe

In collaboration with others, we planted 1000 trees,  

as part of the tree planting project to restore a destroyed forest 

 on the outskirts of Kisarawe in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

MMIISSSSIIOONN
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Caritas Always... 

For the last 150 years, as soon as the door to the whole African conti-
nent was opened starting from Algeria, so many fathers and sisters dri-
ven by God’s passion and love for his people moved there. They would 
spend their whole lives, at times in one place. They courageously carried 
out many works of charity. They helped several generations to grow up 
and at the end they would leave in peace, surrounded by the affection of 
those for whom they had left everything...  

What about today? Well, the Mission (like Christ) remains the same!  

And yet, I live in a world where the only constant thing seems to be 
change. Change demands of all of us flexibility and the capacity to adapt, 
preferably quickly. Everything seems to be all the time in motion and in 
all directions...  

Very often it is “Africa” that moves without waiting for us to reach 
out to her or inviting us to join her. I can see this clearly here in Tunisia, 
where I am currently on mission. Tunisia has become a land of cross-
roads of intercultural and interreligious encounter.  



As Missionaries of Africa, we are also becoming more and more no-
madic while adding the specificity of our Charism to this global cross-
roads of diversity and fraternity. This is where we belong!  

Even when everything changes, the thirst for God and the nostalgia 
for the other remain the same and will remain the same from age to age... 
Each person, as a unique being, will always need to be met and reco-
gnized as worthy and loved, be allowed to be simply what he or she is... 
wherever, on the periphery or in the midst of a crowd!  

That is why, to be “all things to all people” chosen by the Cardinal 
for our Lavigerie family, will always be for me a relevant issue. We have 
many modern tools (How lucky we are!), but nothing will ever replace 
the time and the real physical presence that we give and receive. This 
has been true for the last 150 years and is as valid today...  

I believe that the COVID-19 pandemic has shown us something that 
is obvious but slightly forgotten: our common humanity, which in the 
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Sr. Iwona (centre), with two young Tunisian ladies.
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end leads to give far less importance to such things as nationalities, re-
ligions, affiliations... We all have experienced our fragility and our po-
werlessness in the face of this virus. Clinging to the hope that does not 
disappoint, we have all felt the need for salvation, just as we feel guilty 
(I hope!) for having badly treated our Common Home...  

Will it change anything? Shall we learn to walk humbly, all together, 
caring more for justice, brotherhood and charity...? I have started to 
walk!  

Iwona Cholewinska, MSOLA 

Sr Iwona (right), with her colleague in the library
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Rethink the Missionaries’ 
Apostolate in the World 

Today 

The Society of the Missionaries of Africa was founded to be a Mis-
sionary Society of Apostolic life, ad extra and ad Gentes, living in com-
munity. The community has always been the backbone of the life and 
apostolate of the Missionaries of Africa. As it is recalled in the booklet 
“LIVING OUR CHARISM TODAY’, community life is so important 
that rather than abandoning it the Society should disband! However, the 
aforementioned booklet recalls that living in community of three which 
is the ideal Missionaries of Africa community, has always been a chal-
lenge throughout the history of the Society. No wonder that even after 
150 years community building remains a challenge. While accepting 
that the perfect or ideal community does not exist, the Society has to 
continue to strive for community building. It seems that one obstacle to 
forming communities lies in the tension between apostolic demands, de-
cisions of the General Chapters and the lack of personnel. If even Jesus 
himself said that ‘the harvest is abundant but labourers are few’, how 
can the Society of the Missionaries of Africa escape that reality?  

MMIISSSSIIOONN
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For the Missionaries of Africa, the issue of personnel is very relevant! 
Across Africa some communities have been closed because of personnel, 
while others have been opened with the same personnel! Even if many 
communities would close today for one reason or the other, the problem 
would still surface tomorrow, because this seems to be the reality of mis-
sion! Recently, the Ghana-Nigeria Province decided to close one com-
munity in view of strengthening others in terms of personnel. History 
will tell how soon a new community will be opened in the Province! 
And time will tell how long it will be a community of three! All in all, I 
think that the Society needs to be careful about opening and closing com-
munities so that the personnel issue does not turn to be a paradox of vi-
cious circles.  

Though the relevance of community life cannot be over emphasised, 
some excesses also should be curbed! From the foundation till now the 
context of missionary sustainability has changed: We have communities 
in villages and towns in Africa and in the African world. The history of 
the Society tells us that among the first missionaries the issues of fun-
draising in Europe was part and parcel of missionary activities. Some 
were literally beggars for the sake of mission in Africa. The above effort 
was supported by many benefactors who made missionaries to worry 
less about their upkeep and able to focus on mission. Nowadays every-
thing has changed! The tomorrow of the Society concerns all members 
without exception. Unfortunately, it looks like that while the financial 
situation at all levels has changed drastically, the mentality of fundrai-
sing and sustainability have not caught up. Many confreres still feel that 
the Society should finance community and pastoral budgets whereas the 
leaders at high level seem to point at the impossibility of such funding 
and appeal to confreres to rely on the provision of the local Churches 
where they work. 

2016 General Chapter put forward the idea of establishing Develop-
ment committees to coordinate fundraising for mission at all levels: a 
booklet on Development was prepared and distributed, workshops in 
Uganda and in Burkina Faso were organised at the expense of the So-
ciety, in some Provinces delegates to the Development office were ap-
pointed, meetings and workshops were held in many parts of our 
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Provinces.  One wonders in how far the Development committees in 
spite of meetings and workshops have improved the income of the So-
ciety almost four years after the Chapter!  

The issues of community life and of sustainability remain a challenge 
according to the 2016 General Chapter. Our forefathers were equipped 
to face the challenges of their times through the work of their hands. 
They were able to build schools, hospitals, workshops without neglec-
ting implanting churches, catechism, formation of clergy, etc. “From 
bush schools to Justice and Peace Centres, from the earliest dictionaries 
to cultural research centres, from tree plantations to development cen-
tres, from teaching catechism to theological training in Major Semina-
ries, the Missionaries of Africa have constantly sought to translate the 
parable of the Good Samaritan into practice and answer the question of 
the lawyer, “and who is my neighbour” (Living our Charism today, p. 
14 – 15). Nowadays, many young Missionaries in the field can hardly 
celebrate Mass in vernacular languages. Some of them settle in the rou-
tine of daily parish life without further creativity, others take siesta twice 
a day because of ‘lack of work’ while others seem to carry the load alone 
or without receiving support.  In the name of the community of three, a 
parish and a pastoral insertion that can be handled by one Diocesan 
priest, we are three to manage it. And so some have the privilege to have 
siesta in the morning, afternoon, evening and a long night sleep!  

Community life is not guaranteed by the number of persons in the 
community, and the success of pastoral work does not necessarily flou-
rish because of numbers, but both require quality of life and organisa-
tion. This is where we could venture into using fully our potentials for 
the sake of Christ, for the good of the Church and the good of the Society 
of the Missionaries of Africa. Where we succeed to form communities 
of three, we could evaluate the volume of work and get more involved 
in: 

- Teaching civics and religion in schools where it is possible; 
- Lecturing in seminaries and institutions of higher learning where 

they are possibilities; 
- Preaching retreats, coordinate workshops, give talks, etc. 
- Offer professional counselling, etc. 

MMIISSSSIIOONN



344

MMIISSSSIIOONN

We all agree that the first resource of the Society are its members, 
but if members are under used we cannot expect miracles. We could do 
more to reinvent our future rather than spreading fears that we have no 
future. We are the future. We can get involved in the aforementioned ac-
tivities, without causing prejudice neither to our Charism nor to our com-
munity life. After all, what story does a community of 3 young men tell 
about being the sons of Lavigerie when they carry out a responsibility 
that can be easily handled by one Diocesan priest and expecting the Dio-
cese to take care of them all? Is that not the reverse of the parable of 
Jesus when labourers are more than the harvest in some pastoral fields 
- while in other places the cry remains because of the lack of personnel? 
The problem of the Society of the Missionaries of Africa is our problem, 
let us join our hands to reinvent our mission in the African world and 
beyond at the service of the Church. May the Lord help us. 

Gilbert Rukundo, M.Afr.  

 

Missionary of Africa candidates in formation 

 at the propaedeutics of Ibadan in Nigeria
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Sowers of  Hope 

We have celebrated the Jubilee of 150 years of our foundation. This 
celebration has encouraged us, Missionaries, to see how we are to ven-
ture into the future and to pursue without hesitation the Mission entrus-
ted to us as sons and daughters of Lavigerie. This means that we are 
called to continue being Sowers of Hope to our world as Pope Francis 
is inviting us to sow hope in the hearts of those who are wounded and 
discouraged, to be close to the small and the poor, to those who are at 
the periphery of our societies and to fight all form of modern slavery 
and human trafficking.  

The vision I have is that we as Congregation engage ourselves 
concretely in the fight against modern slavery and human trafficking. I 
know that we are already doing many things in this area. But I dream of 
having a project that would consist of running a centre where girls and 
women victims of modern slavery and human trafficking would be wel-
comed, helped and reintegrated back in society. Why girls and women? 
Because compare to men, women and young girls who are being traf-
ficked are more numerous than men although men are also victims. This 
centre would be like a safe shelter where we could have different acti-
vities to empower the victims and survivors of modern slavery and 
human trafficking.  

The purpose of the centre then would be to provide shelter to the vic-
tims and survivors so as to allow them to go through the rehabilitation 
process that would be focused on the specific need of each victim and 
specially empower them with skills to  help them to earn a living. I ima-
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gine such a centre to offer psychological support, education and econo-
mic empowerment and to be a kind of vocational training centre as a 
way for survivors to gain independence, to acquire skills and to provide 
them with something to feel positive about. Victims could be trained in 
a variety of skills like sewing, catering, beauty among others.  

However, when I look at the situation of our world as Covid-19 
sweeps across the globe I am wondering how this could be possible. Per-
sonally I am puzzled. This does not mean that we must sit and wait for 
the situation to finish in order for us to do our mission.  I think that this 
situation is calling us to be creative. It is time to rethink how we can 
continue our mission in spite of the situation our world now faces. One 
way to continue our mission could be through the use of the media. We 
could make people aware of the issue through radio, television, Face-
book, WhatsApp.  

In addition, we can use the media not only to fight against modern 
slavery and human tracking, but also to educate the public on many 
things. We could organize a workshop for the youth during this time of 
confinement. Some of us are working with young people, especially 
those of us involve in education. This could be the time to teach students 
or youth something constructive. Because many of them during this time 

Sister Marie (right) with the social workers during the field research work
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of confinement do not know what to do with their time. They may end 
up messing up their lives in other things like engaging themselves in 
drugs and other such things.   

However, the challenge remains in the sense that the majority of them 
may not have access to internet. They may have a smart phone but in-
ternet would be a problem. Like for me, I am a student, because of 
Covid-19 we needed to stop physical classes and continue with our stu-
dies through online classes. But very few of my classmates can afford 
online classes as they cannot pay for being connected to internet. In the 
physical classes we were 40 students, but in online classes we are only 
18, sometimes 21 and the majority of students are religious; lay people 
are only a few. This shows that if we want to do something online during 
this time of confinement our target may be limited to those who can af-
ford. But our mission is to be with those at the periphery. This remains 
a challenge. However, I tend to think that we can still do something in 
line with our mission through media despite the challenge I mention. 

Sr Marie Sakina, MSOLA 
Kodhek Community, Nairobi  

Sister Marie with other Sisters in formation in the community
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 Lay Missionaries with  
the Missionaries of  Africa 

Introduction: 

“Lay Missionaries with the Missionaries of Africa.” Who are these 
Lay Missionaries? In Ghana they are identified as MISSIONARIES OF 
AFRICA FAMILY. In short, they are known as MISA FAMILY (MISA: 
MIS=Missionaries; A=Africa). These Lay Missionaries in the other parts 
of the African world are bearing names such as: Lavigerie Family; 
Friends of Missionaries of Africa; Laity Lavigerie Association; Missio-
naries with Missionaries of Africa; Friends of the White Fathers; and so 
on and so forth. These are basically groups or movements of Lay people 
who, after being cordially and spiritually touched by the numerous 
achievements of the Missionaries of Africa, have decided to work hand 
in hand in collaboration with them. They have, moreover, appreciated 
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with gratitude all the missionary work done and therefore they have re-
solved to follow and live the Missionaries of Africa Charism and the vi-
sion of their Founder Cardinal Charles Lavigerie.  

Missionaries of  Africa in Ghana 

For more than 150 years, Ghana has been favoured with a number of 
Catholic Missionary Societies, Institutes and Congregations. These have 
highly contributed to the spread of Catholicism, and of the Good News 
of Jesus Christ at large, in Ghana. The Society of the Missionaries of 
Africa, commonly known as the “White Fathers”, is one such wonderful 
Missionary Society that has greatly contributed to the many achieve-
ments of the Catholic Church in Ghana. The Missionaries of Africa have 
been committed, are still committed and will certainly continue to be 
committed to the preaching of the Word of God, Jesus Christ Himself,  
among the Ghanaian people.   

The Society of the Missionaries of Africa, in addition, has been acti-
vely involved in so many other Church activities according to the Cha-
rism of their founder Cardinal Charles Lavigerie. Such activities are: 

Evangelization of the local people 

Promotion of Justice and Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) 

Inter-religious Dialogue (Faith Encounter), Ecumenism  

The Formation of the Local Clergy and of Religious at large 

Education 

Ghanaians, both Christians and Non-Christians, Catholics and Non-
Catholics, have indeed benefited from works and services which are in 
line with the above mentioned activities of the Missionaries. The Church 
in Ghana, addressing the concept of self-sustainability, has been encou-
raging Ghanaian Christian families to fully participate in the missionary 
works.  For that reason and emerging for a common purpose, some fa-
milies and even individuals, both Catholics and non-Catholics, while 
working in collaboration with the Society of the Missionaries of Africa 
in various corners of the world, have founded a faith based Family which 
they name according to wherever they find themselves. This family in 
Ghana is called MISA FAMILY. 

MMIISSSSIIOONN
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Missionaries of  Africa Family (MISA FAMILY-
GHANA)  

Initiated by Bro. Vincent Davies, a Missionary of Africa, and with 
the support of other confreres of the Ghana-Nigeria Province, the history 
of the Misa Family foundation has told us that the start of this Lay mo-
vement was misunderstood at one point. The whole initiative began with 
the family members of some of our Ghanaian confreres. Slowly later on 
a good number of Ghanaians from the Northern part of Ghana joined 
this Family. But, since it was a ‘white hat’(white face) that was carrying 
out this initiative of gathering the friends of the Missionaries of Africa, 
many of those who joined the Family prematurely thought it was a NGO 
that was launched to help the less fortunate. However, once aware of 
this misunderstanding, the purpose and existence of the Misa Family in 
Ghana were clarified and explained.  Of course many who joined with 
the hope of being helped by a white Missionary smartly and hopelessly 
left one after the other. Only those who understood the purpose for such 
a Lay movement to exist willingly resolved to remain and joined them-
selves to the Missionaries of Africa and their activities. Today they truly 
enjoy the vision and commitment, the dedication and the sacrifice sub-
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jecting themselves to the Province of the Missionaries of Africa and 
under the leadership and guidance of a Missionary Chaplain 

Some members of the Misa Family during the 150 Years Anniversary 
in Tamale/Ghana 

Purpose, aim and vision of  the Misa Family in 
Ghana 

Misa Family in all its genesis was purposely founded to enhance or 
to further improve the quality of our relationship with our confreres fa-
mily members and also with the local people whom we serve in our va-
rious areas of work. A call to come and join some activities of our 
mission was voiced out to the people of Ghana. And indeed addressing 
the concept of self-sustainability, as mentioned earlier on, the need to 
have such collaboration of a group was found genuine.  

Misa Family, the Smnda and the Missionaries of Africa  

surrounding Archbishop Philip Naameh of Tamale...
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Today Misa Family, as a Lay association or movement, aims at par-
ticipating in the missionary activities fully and zealously. Its members 
joyously participate in the work of evangelization and resolve to remain 
faithful to this service by sharing the life and mission of Jesus Christ. 
Together with the Missionaries of Africa they witness to the Gospel in 
Ghana and among Ghanaians wherever they may be. Missionaries in 
Ghana are witnesses to their zeal and commitment as they offer the best 

of themselves. They are ever present with the Missionaries of Africa in 
joyous and sorrowful events such as ordinations, jubilees, birthdays, an-
niversaries, Eucharist, workshops, funerals, etc. Their presence among 
the M. Afr. and their contributions, their donations and gifts they offer 
are a true sign of unity and of the faith shared together in Jesus Christ.  

Furthermore, Misa Family envisages to socially, culturally, spiritually, 
materially and financially support Priests, Brothers, Sisters and those 
that are still in formation. Their vision is well appreciated and welcomed 
by many confreres (if not all) working in Ghana. Is such a Lay group 
already existing at the place of your mission? Congratulations, if your 
answer is YES. Is your answer NO? Please, do not hesitate to get going!   

Hilaire Paluku N. (MAfr) 
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The Unforgettable Thesis 

It took place on 6th February 2020, before the COVID-19 pandemic 
encompassed us all. The sun shone brightly that Thursday afternoon as 
all the roads seemed to lead to Mouloud Mammeri University in Tizi-
Ouzou. Located about 3 kilometers from our community, this faculty 
provides a suitable setting for students of the Berber languages (Ama-
zighes). 

A week earlier, Malika, one of the students registered in our library, 
had kindly invited us to the defense of her thesis after having carefully 
chosen a day making sure we could be present. She had to change the 
day at least twice to get that very Thursday afternoon when at least one 
of us would be present. 

The presence of the White Fathers on this occasion was a sine qua 
non condition for her and for her professor who had supervised her the-
sis. Both are subscribers to our library, which offers not only quality but 
also quantity of material in the fields of medicine, pharmacy, biology, 
English and Berber languages. The professor and his student did not 
want us to miss this unforgettable event.  
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The White Fathers are present in the region since 1873 and our com-
munity has since 1874 accomplished a remarkable mission with regard 
to Berber languages and culture. Not only did our predecessors start to 
write the until then only spoken language, but they also trained several 
leading personalities in the region. One of the renowned figures emana-
ting from this training was Mouloud Mammeri whose name was assi-
gned to the University and to the Cultural Center of our town. 

Behind the formation of such leading figures of the region were un-
forgettable names such as Dallet, Lanfry, Genevois, Brousse…. They 
worked hard to train generations…. They also wrote a lot of literature 
and other essential documents concerning the language and culture; no-
tably the Berber Documentation Fund (FDB). Our library in the region 
is the only one with such a rich and vast heritage in this area. So it’s not 
surprising that Malika and her professor wanted us to not miss this 
unique occasion. Having kindly opened our doors to them and gene-
rously accompanied her in her research, the appointment was dear to 
our hearts as well. 

Entitled “ Le rôle du Fichier de Documentation Berbère dans le re-
cueil et l’établissement des corpus dans la région de Mekla (Kabylie) », 

Hamdis Malika, on the right, during the defense of her Master's thesis
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the thesis traces the historical passage of the White Fathers and of the 
White Sisters in this region of Kabylia, all to our credit and honor. For 
us, it was an unprecedented coincidence, as no research of this kind had 
been done and officially presented to the university before. In addition, 
it coincided with our 150th Anniversary of our foundation, whose cele-
bration began on 8th December 2018 and had just ended on 8th Decem-
ber 2019 in Kampala. So, this was one of the fruits of the Jubilee and 
one of the countless graces following the Beatification of our 4 confreres 
among the 19 blessed Martyrs of Algeria. While she was defending her 
thesis, the photo of our 4 blessed confreres floated on the screen in front 
of us just as way of confirming their continual intercession even at the 
very moment of that memorable defense. 

We thank Malika and her lecturers for this tribute which not only pays 
homage to us, White Fathers and White Sisters, as Institutes, but also 
gives honor to all research workers who give themselves tirelessly in 
this field. Our infinite thanks to our predecessors in whose footsteps we 
follow and who left an immense legacy regarding the language and cul-
ture of this place where they served and which they loved so much. 

Vincent Kyererezi

Vincent Kyererezi and 

Hamdis Malika who de-

fended her Master's the-

sis in language 

and Amazigh culture. 
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Maurice Odhiambo Aduol 
1985 - 2019 

M
aurice Odhiambo 
Aduol, came to this 
world on September 

23, 1985 and left it on November 
7, 2019. He was born in Siata, Ki-
sumu, Kenya, in a family of fervent 
Catholics and was the 8th child 
with seven surviving siblings: two 
sisters and 5 brothers. 

On November 7, 2019, at about 
4 pm in Mozambique, Maurice met 
his untimely death in  a car accident  
with a freightliner from Zimbabwe 
on the trunk ‘A’ road ‘N6’ that 
leads to Beira, the regional capital 
of Sofala Province, where there is 

the Mozambique Sector House. He 
was on his way to a meeting in 
Beira where he was to represent 
the Society in a five-member ga-
thering of religious congregations. 
He had arrived in Mozambique six 
months earlier to start his first mis-
sionary journey as a full-fledged 
Priest of the Missionaries of Africa.  

Maurice was baptized on De-
cember 31, 1996 at St Paul’s Parish, 
Mbaga, Siata and received the sa-
crament of confirmation on July 
27, 1997 in the Parish. 

He attended the Boro Nursery 
and later Primary school from 1993-
2001, and went on to the Boro Se-
condary School in 2002, graduating 
in 2005 with a KCSE. Then he 
helped out in his Parish for two 
years and later was asked by the 
Missionaries of Africa in charge 
of vocations to do a volunteer work 
in a rehabilitation Centre for street 
children, Home of Peace in Kwetu, 
in Nairobi.  

From 2007-2008, after eight 
months of service at the rehab Cen-
tre, he was sent to the Missionaries 
of Africa formation house in Jinja, 
Uganda, to do his initial formation 



PPRROOFFIILLEESS  

357

in Philosophy (2008-2011). From 
here, after is holidays at home, he 
was sent to the Spiritual Year in 
Samagan, Burkina Faso (2011-
2012). He made his Declaration of 
Intent and received the Ministry of 
Reader on July 14, 2012. At the 
end of his Spiritual year, he was 
sent to the Community of Dombe, 
Diocese of Chimoio, Mozambique, 
for his apostolic training which he 
did from 2012-2014. Recommended 
by his Formators and other Super-
iors concerned, Maurice Odhiambo 
Aduol, joined the final phase of 
the initial formation in Merrivale, 
South Africa, for his studies in 
Theology (2015-18). In January 
2016 he made his 30days retreat 
following the Ignatian tradition of 
‘Spiritual Exercises’.  He received 
the ministry of Acolyte on April 4, 
2016, took his Missionary Oath 
December 12, 2017 and was or-
dained Deacon on December 16.  

On December 13, 2018, Maurice 
Odhiambo Aduol, was ordained 
Priest at St Paul’s Catholic Church, 
Mbaga, in the Archdiocese of Ki-
sumu, Kenya, and proceeded to 
preside over his first Holy Mass 
the next day in the same Church. 
At home in Boro, he celebrated a 
Mass of thanksgiving in his family 
home on December 17, the same 
year. 

Maurice started his missionary 
work as a newly ordained priest in 
May, 2019 at the parish of Dombe 
until his death in November 2019. 

During his years of training as 
a missionary several of his qualities 
and talents were recognized and 
greatly appreciated such as his 
sense of freedom, responsibility, 
trustworthiness, his relational qua-
lities, his community spirit.  

Among the many messages that 
greeted his tragic end, one read as 
follows “What an affable soul! So 
very amicable: a brother, a father, 
a mentor…Maurice had all {the} 
characters worth emulating”; ano-
ther, citing Psalm 136:1 – “Gods 
love endures forever” reads: “Mau-
rice being God’s son, I experienced 
God’s presence in him in many 
ways. He was a kind man, the kind-
ness he portrayed was not from 
speaking but from his acts…he was 
indeed an apostle and nothing else.” 
One of his formators in Merrivale 
on a personal note wrote: “One 
thing that struck me was that he 
never made noise. He was not outs-
poken, yet I saw him involved in 
many activities of the house. For a 
time, he was an official driver and 
as such many confreres relied on 
him to be taken where it was ne-
cessary…”. A fellow student wrote: 



358

“…When I remember moments 
spent together, he still amazes me, 
he inspires and challenges me… 
Maurice was a simple person, quiet, 
humble, sociable, available, present, 
dynamic and practical. He knew 
how to touch the hearts of eve-
ryone…God had indeed chosen a 
person with some unique and clear 
qualities for his mission. His sense 
of engagement and determination 
still now challenges me quite a lot. 
There from heaven pray for us. 
Continue resting in peace, till we 
meet again”.   

Three members of his family, 
his own mother, Anna, his sister 
Josephine and his brother Raphael 
came from Kenya to attend his fu-
neral. They were accompanied by 
Fr Martin Onyango, M.Afr, and Fr 

Norbert Ogonya, a diocesan priest 
of the Pantaleon Catholic Church, 
Siata, Kenya.  

It was a very heart-rendering 
experience to see an aged mother 
bury her very young son,  Priest. It 
was a ‘La Pietà’ revisited…  

After several days of mourning 
by the Confreres, together with the 
People of God, both in Beira and 
in Dombe, Maurice’s remains were 
finally laid to rest in Marera Ce-
metery, at the Diocesan Polyvalent 
Pastoral Centre, Chimoio, Mozam-
bique. 

 “Unless a grain of wheat falls 
to the ground and dies, it cannot 
bear fruit…” (John 12, 24). 

Malachy Nwanalobi Oleru  

PPRROOFFIILLEESS  
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Maurice Redouin 

1926-2020 

M
aurice was born on 

May 14, 1926, in a 

small town on the bor-

ders of Beauce and Perche, in the 

Vendôme region, in France. At that 

time, his father was managing an 

insurance portfolio. However, it 

was in Blois that he spent his youth, 

with his 7 brothers and sisters. One 

of his brothers, André, became 

priest in the Diocese as member of 

the Prado, and another of his bro-

thers, Xavier, would made his reli-

gious profession with the Salesians 

of Don Bosco. During the troubled 

period of the German occupation, 

Maurice continued his studies at 

the diocesan seminary. It was there 

that he met Fr. Robert Dumesny, 

originally from Orleans, who had 

come to speak to the young semi-

narians about the mission of the 

White Fathers. This meeting led 

him to his missionary vocation. He 

had however first to spend one 

year in the major seminary before 

joining the White Fathers in Kerlois 

which, requisitioned during the 

German occupation, would not wel-

come the philosophers again until 

October 1945. After completing 

his military service in Morocco in 

1946 and returning to Kerlois before 

the end of the school year, he 

entered the Novitiate at Maison 

Carrée in 1947. He volunteered to 

do his theology in Monteviot, in 

Scotland. The formators noticed 

his quietness, his sensitivity and 

his shyness which did not prevent 

him from being appreciated in com-

munity. His piety and generosity 

of service were also noted. It was 

without difficulty that he was ad-

mitted to take his oath on 29 June 

1951 and was ordained priest on 

31 May 1952.  

In October 1952, he joined the 

Diocese of Oyo, in Yoruba land, 
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Nigeria. He adapted easily and sho-
wed much zeal in learning the lan-
guage, which he manages to speak 
very well, allowing him to launch 
himself well into the apostolate. 
But he would only be able to stay 
six years. In fact, while he was on 
the building site of a church, a 
large wooden beam fell on his back, 
causing a double fracture of the 
spine requiring a sanitary repatria-
tion in December 1958. He would 
not be able anymore to return to 
Africa. 

Upon his return to France, he 
had to undergo a bone graft of his 
spine which forced him to remain 
immobilized in a cast for almost 6 
months. After a long convalescence, 
he went to rue Friant, where he 
joined the missionary animation 
team. In 1961 he was appointed 
superior, before being appointed 
three years later superior of the 
community of Nancy. He took part 
in the 1967 Chapter as secretary. 
He remained in Nancy until the 
closure of that community at Christ-
mas 1972. He then proposed to go 
and give a hand to the missionary 
animators in Chicago. However, 
he did not really feel at ease there 
and asked to return to France where 
he was named superior of the com-
munity of Sainte Foy-lès-Lyon. 

During his long stay in hospital 
in 1959, the chaplain became a 
good friend of Maurice. This cha-
plain was also chaplain of the Ami-
citia movement, which was a mo-
vement of Christian patients. Mau-
rice kept in touch with this move-
ment and in 1974 he accepted to 
become its national chaplain. It 
was a ministry that requires a lot 
of travelling. So he left Lyon and 
returned to rue Friant. For more 
than 20 years he put his devotion 
and his sensitivity at the service of 
this movement which was born in 
1921 on the initiative of several 
sick lay people and whose aim was 
“the apostolate of the sick by the 
sick”. It was a question of helping 
sick, handicapped, elderly or iso-
lated people to move out of their 
isolation through mutual moral, 
spiritual and material support; to 
help them also to take their place 
in the Church and where they lived, 
by facilitating exchanges and mee-
tings between members so as to 
maintain a family spirit and foster 
friendship. Mauritius flourished in 
this apostolate which included many 
pilgrimages to Lourdes, Rome, or 
to the Holy Land with groups of 
disabled people. He gave himself 
generously and shared much of his 
spiritual richness. He was greatly 
appreciated.  

PPRROOFFIILLEESS  
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Having left rue Friant, he parti-
cipated in the foundation of Mai-
sons-Alfort community, while conti-
nuing his service of Amicitia until 
1987 when he accepted to take res-
ponsibility for the community of 
senior confreres in Bry-sur-Marne 
where he stayed for 3 years. The 
work load was heavy and Maurice 
asked to return to Maisons-Alfort 
where he became the local bursar. 
In September 1991, he took part in 
the Session-Retreat in Jerusalem. 
He returned to Jerusalem in Fe-
bruary 1992, to temporarily take 
over the bursar’s office. At Mai-
sons-Alfort, in addition to looking 
after the bursar’s office, he accepted 
to keep the accounts of the magazine 
“Voix d’Afrique”, which was then 
at rue de Romainville, before mo-
ving to rue du Printemps.  

While he was living at Mai-
sons-Alfort, some Sisters called 
upon his services for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation to elderly Sisters 
in a community in Villecresnes. 
He was also called upon by the 
MSOLA in Meaux to animate re-
collections. Several neighboring 
congregations of the MSOLA also 
benefited from his ministry, espe-
cially for the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation. In 2005, shortly before 
the closure of the Maisons-Alfort 
community, Maurice was appointed 

chaplain of the MSOLA retreat 
house in Verrières, while continuing 
his ministry in Meaux and Ville-
cresnes. 

In 2007, Maurice moved to Bry-
sur-Marne as a resident. He spent 
the last part of his life there. His 
last years were marked by recurring 
health problems that severely han-
dicapped his life. His function as 
chaplain at Amicitia continued, at 
least at the beginning, with the 
same zeal and the same trust in 
Our Lady of Lourdes, which in-
fluenced his liturgical animation 
of the community; he organized a 
monthly prayer meeting on the ro-
sary. In addition, his many friends-
hips, both locally and nationally, 
took much of his time in corres-
pondence and visits. He also conti-
nued various chaplaincies in reli-
gious houses, but illness was gaining 
ground. At each meal he followed 
a personal diet with products that 
he bought himself because he also 
suffered from serious digestive pro-
blems. Little by little his strength 
declined to the point of abandoning 
all his pastoral responsibilities. The 
visits to the hospital became fre-
quent until they became short spells 
in hospital. He was in a hospital 
quite far from Bry when the com-
munity was confined due to the 
coronavirus epidemic. It was the-
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refore impossible to visit him and 
difficult to get news from him by 
telephone. The news of his departure 
to the Father came on Sunday, 
March 15. Given the circumstances, 
no one other than the undertaker’s 
staff was able to accompany him 
to the burial done at the same time 
as that of Jean-Claude Cellier who 
died the next day. We were still 

able to hold a prayer vigil in Bry’s 
chapel. The end of his life was as 
his whole life had been: a life lived 
in discretion and in renunciation, 
he who had to renounce Africa. 
But there is no doubt that Our Lady 
of Lourdes was present to accom-
pany him to her Son. May Maurice 
rest there in peace. 

 Clément Forestier & François 
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Hansjörg Gyr 
1929 – 2020 

H
ansjörg was born on 3 
June 1929 in Lucerne. 
He was the second of 

three siblings. He was baptized on 
the 10th in the Parish church of St. 
Leodegar. 

After primary school he attended 
the grammar school in Lucerne, 
before studying for a year at the 
University of Fribourg. On Sep-
tember 27, 1950, he entered the 
White Fathers and took the gan-
doura during the Novitiate in Mai-
son-Carrée. He studied theology 
in Thibar and Carthage. He took 
the missionary oath on June 27, 
1954 and was ordained priest on 

April 10, 1955. 

Upon his return to Switzerland 
he was appointed lecturer at the 
White Fathers’ College in Widnau. 
On October 1, 1957 he left for 
Rwanda where for almost 40 years 
he worked in various dioceses and 
parishes. His first post was Mushi-
shiro where he was bursar in 1958. 
Different appointments followed: 
Mibirizi, Nyamasheke and Mwezi. 
In the latter parish, where he stayed 
for 14 years in a row, the community 
set up a rural animation project to 
help the people out of their situation 
of poverty; the first works were 
the harnessing of springs and water 
conveyances. In addition, from 
1976, the confreres lived an expe-
rience of contemplative life there. 
Their example encouraged the pa-
rishioners to praise God more, to 
join in biblical sharing and to be 
more committed to the poor. 

During his sabbatical in 1965 
he travelled to Ethiopia and to the 
Holy Land; on his return he had to 
be hospitalized in Lucerne for two 
operations. It was only in February 
1966 that he was able to return to 
Rwanda. He would then have to 

PPRROOFFIILLEESS  



364

return every two years for a check-
up. On these occasions, Hansjörg 
did some theological updating as 
in 1970 at l’Arbresle and in 1979 
in Jerusalem where he followed 
the biblical session and the Great 
Retreat. In 1984 he took part in a 
retreat animated by the Charismatic 
Renewal and in 1988 he followed 
a session organized by the Focolarini 
in Loppiano on the theme “My 
Pastoral Action”. 

He returned to Switzerland on 
29 December 1997 and carried out 
pastoral ministry in the parishes of 
St. John and St. Maurice in Fribourg 
before taking an interest in a new 
project: that of a prayer community 
for the Society of Missionaries of 
Africa. The same reason will make 
him join three other confreres in 
Algeria in 2001 but the experience 
ended in April 2004. He then joined 
the community in Veyras. 

In this last phase of his life, he 
was eager to share with others what 
he had received during his various 
formation courses. He animated 
groups of the Charismatic Renewal 
throughout Switzerland, he accom-
panied pilgrimages, especially to 
Medjugorje that he visited several 
times, and he contributed to a pas-
toral ministry in a German-speaking 
clinic in the surroundings. Little 

by little he had to give up his acti-
vities and accept a place in St. Jo-
seph’s Home in Sierre (for the el-
derly). Several times he had to go 
to the hospital for treatment. He 
endured all his trials with courage 
and a spirit of faith that struck his 
visitors.  

He died on March 17, 2020. 
Because of the restrictions imposed 
by the Coronavirus crisis, only a 
few confreres attended the burying 
of the ashes in the cemetery of the 
Parish of Veyras a few days later. 

In 2005 Hansjörg celebrated the 
50th anniversary of his Missionary 
oath. A confrere who congratulated 
him said that he had chosen for 
him on this occasion the Magnificat 
that suited him well: O God, our 
Father, make us participate in Your 
Love, who knows how to be patient 
and passionate, to reprimand and 
to affirm; who knows how to listen 
to all distress and kindness; who 
knows how to reach out to the little 
ones and the poor; to hear their 
calls and serve their cause; put 
your Spirit in us, that it may lead 
us to the whole Truth; may our 
words, our deeds and our commit-
ments be always the place where 
Your Beatitudes are fulfilled. Amen. 

J.-M. Gabioud 
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Paul Devigne 
1925 - 2020 

P
aul was born on August 
24, 1925 in La Louvière, 
in the Province of Hainaut, 

Diocese of Tournai. He was the 
second of four children. His father 
was employed at the local branch 
of the National Bank. After the 
Greco-Latin humanities at l’Institut 
Saint-Joseph in La Louvière, Paul 
joined the White Fathers in Thy-
le-Château in September 1942. He 
had just turned 17. After the novi-
tiate in Varsenare he studied theo-
logy in Heverlee, where he took 
his missionary Oath on 28 March 
1948 and was ordained priest on 
18 April 1949. During the years of 
formation his cordial, friendly, help-

ful and devoted character was ap-
preciated. Paul was very intelligent, 
broad-minded but carefree. He was 
nervous, rather impulsive and lacked 
maturity. A good organizer and en-
terprising, Paul was also appreciated 
for his frankness. Instead of his 
national service, he took some com-
pulsory courses at the University 
of Leuven. 

Appointed to Rwanda, he flew 
with Sobelair on 15 September 
1950. In Nyagahanga he learned 
Kinyarwanda.  The mission station 
being in its initial stage he suffered 
from the poor quality of food. In 
January 1951, he was sent as a tea-
cher to the training college of Zaza. 
A year later he became curate in 
Rwaza and Director of Schools. 
The Regional, Fr. Hellemans, men-
tioned how Paul looked after the 
schools  with zeal. He added the 
following remark: “Seems preten-
tious and contradicts easily.  He 
seems not very docile”. The change 
of superior proved to be a good re-
medy to this. In August 1957 he 
was appointed to Kanyanza, before 
going for the first time on leave in 
November 1958 and making his 
long retreat at Mours.   
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On his return he spent a few 
months in Byumba, and was then 
appointed to Rwankuba, where he 
did not get on well with the superior. 
In November 1960, he was appoin-
ted to Kansi, where he found the 
superior to be a dictator. At the 
end of August 1961, he was sent to 
Cyanika, where, according to Fr. 
Van Hoof, Regional, “Father Jam-
blinne knew how to take him and 
to set him to work. He was very 
interested in liturgical and cate-
chetical renewal and studied a lot”. 
At the end of 1963, there was ethnic 
trouble in the country. Paul could 
not stand the atrocities committed 
by Christians against the Tutsis in 
the parish. He was then appointed 
to Cyahinda, where in July 1964 
he became responsible for the se-
venth grade course in the minor 
seminary of Save. A disagreement 
with the Bishop put an end to this 
responsibility. Paul was then ap-
pointed to Kaduha, in the same 
Diocese of Butare, and in 1969 he 
became Parish Priest there. He went 
through a period of great nervous-
ness, fatigue and pessimism.  

After his home leave in 1971 
he was appointed to Gakoma. Paul 
was a perfectionist, but the Regional 
pointed out that he “easily abandons 
the existing ways of doing things, 
but we hardly see new things co-

ming in their place”. In early 1973, 
he changed diocese. Paul wrote to 
the Regional, saying: “Since I must 
disappear from here for the good 
of all...”. He was then appointed to 
Busasamana, in the Diocese of 
Nyundo. Temporarily sent to 
Bungwe (Diocese of Ruhengeri), 
Paul stays there alone to allow the 
other two confreres to go on leave. 
As for the ethnic unrest of that 
year 1973, he testified later: “We 
were on the side of the little ones, 
the persecuted, those threatened 
with death; we did everything we 
could to protect and save them”. 
During his leave in 1974, he follo-
wed the renewal session at l’Ar-
bresle. The Regional Council of 
Rwanda set conditions for his return, 
but never received any response 
from him. 

So in June 1975, Paul was ap-
pointed to Belgium, where he settled 
in rue de Linthout. There he proved 
to be an excellent and devoted ca-
retaker of Désiré Troch who was 
very sick. At the request of Father 
Pierre de Schaetzen, Paul returned 
to Rwanda in February 1979 to 
work in the general administration 
of the Diocese of Kabgayi. He took 
care of the administration of the 
large carpentry shop and occasio-
nally did some pastoral work. There 
he was an attentive confrere for 
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the 90 years old Brother, who was 
handicapped. Paul accompanied 
Brother Adelphe till his death at 
Christmas 1979. “He brought to 
this community a remarkable tes-
timony of discreet attention to 
others, of great charity and prayer...” 
wrote Father Mallet, Regional. In 
1981, he was successfully operated 
of a cancerous tumor under his 
eye. In May 1982, he generously 
accepted to go and help Brother 
Pijnenburg, who was appointed ge-
neral bursar in Ruhengeri. 

In 1985, Paul asked to be allowed 
to return to Belgium. “It is a pity”, 
wrote Father Mallet, “because Paul 
has some very beautiful sides. If a 
confrere needs attentive care be-
cause of old age or illness, do not 
hesitate to call on Paul!” In Belgium 
Paul was put in charge of the se-
cretariat of the magazine Vivant 
Univers and its promotion by cor-
respondence. “It was a rather un-
fortunate experience”, he would 
later say.  In June 1989, he was 
hospitalized at  Mont-Godinne Uni-
versity Clinic for heart surgery. In 
September 1989, Paul attended the 
retreat session in Jerusalem. This 

period was marked, he himself ex-
plained, by “an attraction towards 
sick confreres, a kind of apostolate 
of ‘compassion’”. So he made re-
gular, frequent and prolonged visits, 
either to the hospital or to the home 
where sick confreres would  stay.  

In July 2002, Paul moved to the 
new community of St. Anne in Sal-
zinnes, and in December 2003, he 
became its superior. In February 
2005, he led the first team of 
confreres to the Saint Joseph’s 
Home for the elderly in Liège. He 
took care of his confreres there 
and, together with André Seret, 
was in charge of the chaplaincy of 
the house. In April 2019, Paul had 
a heart attack, from which he came 
out very weak and embittered. His 
sister Elise, a resident of the same 
home, died on the 4th, Paul joined 
her two days later, on April 6th. 

Because of the confinement, the 
liturgy could not take place as 
usual. The two bodies were cre-
mated and the ashes scattered at 
the cemetery of Banneux Notre-
Dame, in the presence of a Congo-
lese friend, Mr. Bienfait Kalinda.  

Jef Vleugels 
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Karl-Heinz Pantenburg 
1927 – 2020 

K
arl Heinz Pantenburg 
was born on 25.09.1927 
in Trier. On 13.08.1947 

he took his school-leaving exam at 
the Max-Planck Gymnasium in 
Trier. As their eldest son his parents 
were happy to see him take up the 
hotel business on the “Petrisberg”. 
He took actively part in the construc-
tion works and was trained for this 
purpose in Cologne. Dance classes 
were also part of it. Charley learned 
to move on the parquet floor, so-
mething he did not dislike. In the 
house different groups came for 
all kinds of parties. He helped to 
organize fashion shows. And it was 
precisely these shows that made 

him come to his senses and change 
direction in life. He began to wonder 
if his life would be fulfilled in or-
ganizing fashion shows and parties. 
By chance he met Father Buck one 
day. He was impressed by Father 
Buck. And this Father Buck ap-
peared one day on the “Petrisberg” 
- for a visit. When she saw Father 
Buck arriving, his mother asked 
indignant Charley: “Will you go 
maybe...?”    “Yes. That’s exactly 
what I want” was his answer. One 
day he packed his little suitcase 
and without informing his parents 
entered the White Fathers’ house 
in Trier. He said he didn’t want to 
and couldn’t discuss it.   

From 1950 to 1952 he studied 
philosophy at the White Fathers in 
Trier. He went to s’Heerenberg, in 
the Netherlands, for his novitiate. 
There he also began his theological 
studies. Unfortunately, he had to 
interrupt them after half a year for 
health reasons. He spent his conva-
lescence in our mission schools in 
Haigerloch and Langenfeld. Perio-
dically he helped in the garden and 
gave English lessons. Only in May 
1956 he returned to s’Heerenberg. 
He was allowed to do the last two 
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years of theological studies at St. 
Edwards College in Totteridge/Lon-
don. There he took his missionary 
oath on July 6, 1959. A year later 
he was ordained priest in Gross-
krotzenburg.  

His first appointment took him 
to his hometown Trier where he 
worked in pastoral ministry. On 
July 7, 1961 his desire to leave for 
Uganda was heard by the superiors. 
After the language course he worked 
in parish ministry in Mitala-Maria, 
Nkozi and Kisubi. “He was in the 
parish for two years and then wor-
ked at diocesan level in a boarding 
school with 750 pupils. He built a 
Social Centre and a Goethe Institute. 
He also worked for the youth of 
the Diocese, then for vocations and 
especially for late vocations, always 
at the diocesan level. 

Karl-Heinz, who had the ten-
dency to be too much concerned 
with being precise, always had a 
bit of a headache. Because of the 
political tension in Uganda at the 
time, these headaches became so 
serious that it was really better for 
him to return to Europe in January 
1973 - for a while. His Bishop, 
Cardinal Nsubuga, would have 
liked him to return. Several times 
he asked him to do so. Even though 
he worked quietly in a hospital in 

Trier he continued to suffer from 
headaches. He went to quite a few 
doctors, but all this helped him 
only a little. Their opinion was that 
this disease would not go away 
and that he would have to suffer 
from it for the rest of his life.  

In September 1973 Fr. Panten-
burg was officially appointed by 
the Bishop of Trier to work in the 
youth centre in Trier. Together with 
the youth chaplain he was active 
mainly in youth ministry in the pa-
rishes of the entire deanery. This 
official appointment, the good col-
laboration in the various instances 
and the possibility of being able to 
give missionary conferences on 
many occasions diminished his di-
sappointment of not being able to 
return to Africa. 

In August 1981 Karl-Heinz mo-
ved to the Diocese of Luxembourg. 
He first worked there as parish 
priest in Pfaffenthal. Always well 
dressed as a “gentleman” he was 
known and loved as “Father Char-
ley”. Since he did not know the 
Luxembourgish-Georgian language, 
he spoke and preached in his dialect 
of Trier. This caused a lot of laugh-
ter, but it was accepted by the peo-
ple. As a parish priest he often 
made house calls, whether expected 
or not. So it happened that he sud-
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denly fell in the middle of a family 
celebration. The family was not 
very happy about his visit. But 
Karl-Heinz sat down, greeted eve-
ryone kindly, started a conversation 
with some of them and spent a 
good evening in this circle despite 
the trouble caused to the family. In 
spite of everything, through these 
visits he knew the parish and the 
people knew him and through him 
the White Fathers and their work 
in Africa. 

As parish priest of the German-
speaking European parish he got 
to know senior diplomats and civil 
servants. In these circles he was 
well regarded, especially as a spi-
ritual guide. He worked closely to-
gether with the European Protestant 
parish and organized together with 
Protestants prayer meetings and 
evenings about Africa. After 15 
years in this service he sent his re-
signation to the Archbishop of 
Luxembourg. He then devoted him-
self entirely to pastoral work in 
the retirement home in Pfaffenthal. 
Every morning he walked the four 

kilometres from our house at Bon-
neweg in Pfaffenthal - when the 
weather allowed it. After Mass in 
the old people’s home he had lunch 
there with the Sisters. Usually there 
was some bread left which had to 
be thrown away as usual in old 
people’s homes. Charley did not 
like that. So he took whatever bread 
was left over, put it in his pocket 
and brought it to the community. 
That was the bread his confreres 
were to eat the following morning. 
Charley loved nature. In his free 
time, he often walked in the forests. 
He knew the hiking trails better 
than many of the natives. 

In 2003 Karl-Heinz saw the time 
had come to return to Germany. 
For four years he lived in the com-
munity in the Dietrichstrasse. When 
his dementia got worse, he moved 
to the retirement home of the Bro-
thers of Mercy. He was esteemed 
as a sick patient by all the nursing 
staff. 

May the Lord now give him 
eternal peace.  

Gûnther Zahn 
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Peter James Kelly 

1932 - 2020 

P
eter began his career with 
the White Fathers straight 
from the Jesuit school at 

Beaumont, Berkshire, in  England, 
entering the house for philosophy 
in 1950.  Broome Hall was a Vic-
torian mansion near the foot of 
Leith Hill in Surrey with a splendid 
view right across to the South 
Downs.  He took his studies and 
the rule of the house very seriously. 
(Seminary life was monastic in 
those days.) Always helpful and 
cheerful, Peter was an excellent 
example to his fellow students. On 
days off, he loved to take his youn-
ger confreres on long walks or 
cycle rides through the countryside 

which he had carefully planned on 
his maps.  

Below the house was a lake 
where the students went swimming 
and boating in the summer.  Not 
all were proficient swimmers. One 
day, a student, who was only a 
learner, set off across a deep part 
of the lake, swam ten or fifteen 
metres, decided he could swim no 
further, threw up his arms and down 
he went. Peter, who was a powerful 
swimmer, arrived like a speed boat, 
hauled the drowning man on to his 
chest, and swimming on his back, 
propelled him speedily to the bank. 

After two years at Broome Hall, 
Peter went to the Netherlands for 
the novitiate.  The massive building 
housing the novitiate and scholas-
ticate, sited next to the German 
border, had originally been construc-
ted by Jesuits escaping Bismarck’s 
kulturkampf.  After a year’s novi-
tiate, of prayer and spiritual confe-
rences, Peter crossed what was cal-
led the iron curtain into the scho-
lasticate in ‘s Heerenberg. The 
scholastics were about eighty in 
number of a dozen different natio-
nalities. The medium of lectures 
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was English, the text books were 
in Latin, and recreations occasio-
nally in French. For a time, Peter 
taught English pronunciation to 
those not lucky enough to be born 
into that language.  He learnt the 
barber’s arts of haircutting and sha-
ving weekly the tonsure of those 
in the second and third years. Peter 
was not one of the intellectuals of 
his year, but his professors described 
him as hard working and of a good 
average intelligence. On the other 
hand, they noted that he was poor 
in the languages of Latin and 
French. Serious and spiritual, he 
was said to be active and ready for 
any kind of work. In his manners, 
he was always the perfect gentle-
man. If there was a defect, he was 
reported to be too much of a per-
fectionist who would perceive pro-
blems where there were none. 

After three years moral and dog-
matic theology, canon law, and other 
topics judged essential for the training 
of a missionary priest, he took the 
Oath.  For sacramental theology, 
Peter moved with the rest of his 
year to Monteviot House in the 
south of Scotland. An austere stone-
built manse, it was very simply fur-
nished at that time. (When the So-
ciety vacated it, the Marquess of 
Lothian moved into what was his 
ancestral home. It looks luxurious 

on the internet today.)   In May 
1957, Peter returned to his old school 
to be ordained a priest and was ap-
pointed to London for the study of 
mathematics.  After the first year, 
he was unable to continue because 
of acute headaches. This was not a 
new problem. At the age of thirteen, 
their cause had mystified doctors at 
one of the leading hospitals in Lon-
don. So he was reassigned for the 
next three years to promote know-
ledge of the Society in the province. 
He travelled round the country, vi-
siting schools on weekdays, prea-
ching about the missions in parish 
Churches on Sundays.  

In 1961, Peter was appointed to 
teach in the junior seminary at St 
Boswells in Scotland. After a suc-
cessful first year, he spent a year 
acquiring professional training at 
St Mary’s College Strawberry Hill, 
now St Mary’s University. He joined 
the staff of the junior seminary a 
few weeks before it was burnt down 
and relocated in an old house, re-
mote in the Yorkshire dales.  Having 
himself received his education in a 
public school, with its stress on 
leadership and cultural values, he 
found it difficult to come to terms 
with the working class mentality 
prevalent in the junior seminary.  
Nevertheless, Peter was always a 
model White Father, conscientious 

PPRROOFFIILLEESS  



373

and capable, pleasant to live with, 
hard-working, devoted to the edu-
cation of the boys. It is a pity some 
of his pupils never appreciated all 
the trouble he took for them.  After 
two years, he finally got his wish 
to leave for the apostolate in Africa. 

After a language course in Mba-
rara diocese, Uganda, Peter spent 
several months as an assistant at 
Rwera parish from August to De-
cember 1966. To his disappoint-
ment, and in spite of his objections 
at not being given a reasonable 
time to become proficient in the 
local language, Peter was appointed 
to Kitabi seminary for six years.  
There he taught mathematics and 
English.  During the first year, he 
was requested by some of his stu-
dents to help them stage a play, an 
English translation of Molière’s, 
Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme.  Ha-
ving no experience as an actor, but 
not wanting to discourage them, 
he agreed. The drama turned out 
to be a great success and the caste 
were invited to perform the play at 
several other schools. During the 
rest of his time at Kitabi, he regu-
larly produced plays which were 
greatly appreciated. 

After his regular leave, he fol-
lowed the pastoral course at Gaba 
for nine months and returned to 

Uganda where he was chaplain to 
secondary schools in Mbarara.  
These were difficult years in 
Uganda, subject as it was to the 
rule of His Excellency President 
for Life, Field Marshal Alhaji Dr 
Idi Amin Dada, VC, DSO, MC, 
CBE.   (CBE meant Conqueror of 
the British Empire.) He had led a 
coup in 1971 and after a promising 
beginning, his rule became notorious 
for its human right abuses, extra-
judicial killings, and gross misma-
nagement of the economy. (Human 
rights groups estimated that up to 
half a million citizens lost their 
lives under his regime.) He finally 
overstretched himself in 1979 when 
he attempted to incorporate the Ka-
gera region of north west Tanzania 
under his rule. The highly discipli-
ned Tanzanian Defence Force soon 
drove out his invading troops and 
continued their advance to Kampala, 
forcing him to flee the country.  

The war led to a breakdown of 
law and order in Mbarara.  All the 
schools were closed and staff dis-
persed.  The Bishops told the Sisters 
to move into the same house as the 
Fathers for protection. Peter did a 
lot of heavy work to save the Sisters’ 
food stores which would otherwise 
have been lost to looters. The Sisters 
afterwards described Peter as their 
“saving angel”.  
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At the end of his next leave in 
Britain, Peter was appointed Rector 
at Oak Lodge, in charge of the first 
cycle, where he remained from 
1979 to 1982. Vocations were few.  
Eventually, there were only two 
students with a staff of two Fathers. 
He found the confinement of such 
a small community oppressive. On 
the edge of a nervous breakdown, 
he was happy to return to Uganda. 
There he was to share in the care 
of the first cycle at Kisubi for three 
years. Two years followed as vo-
cation director. However, he was 
increasingly disturbed by a depres-
sive illness and returned to UK in 
January 1886 for psychiatric treat-
ment. 

Until November 1988 he stayed 
at home in Tunbridge Wells with 
his mother. He finally recovered 
sufficiently to want to return to 
Uganda. As a test of his recovery, 
the Provincial required him to spend 
three months in a London parish, 
to which he agreed reluctantly. At 
the end of this trial, the parish 
priest remarked that Peter became 
worried about very small things; 
furthermore, that he had not the 
temperament of a leader, but would 
be good as an assistant.  Peter was 
judged well enough to take part in 
the bible session and retreat of 
thirty days at Jerusalem. In August 

1989 he finally returned to a com-
munity at Mbarara where he became 
chaplain to the Poor Clare Sisters. 
After three years he returned to 
UK for treatment of an aural in-
fection which eventually caused 
his right ear to become totally deaf. 

Back in England he was devas-
tated to be told that he should not 
return to Uganda. He had had only 
a light work load and even that 
had often been beyond his capacity. 
His confreres reported that fre-
quently, when faced with a particular 
task, such as giving a conference 
or leading a retreat, at the last mi-
nute, he felt unable to perform it. 
As a consequence, a confrere had 
to step in to take his place without 
notice or preparation. His superior 
suggested he was too much of a 
perfectionist, a characteristic which 
caused him to have a crisis and 
withdraw from a work he had plan-
ned to do. The Provincial Council 
judged that he had become more 
of a burden than a help in a hard-
working community and should 
not return. 

The effect on Peter was trau-
matic. He felt unwanted and mi-
sunderstood and wrote a passionate 
six-page letter in protest. (Writing 
letters to Provincials was a lifelong 
habit: he often felt he was misun-
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derstood and needed to explain 
himself.)  He was sixty years old, 
physically healthy and active. 
Maybe a symptom of his illness 
was that he underestimated the 
effect of his depressive illness 
within a small busy community 
with confreres who did not have 
the opportunity to frequently listen 
to his problems and give him the 
encouragement he needed.  

It was not easy to find a suitable 
function for him in the province.  
Peter did not feel able to take on 
the responsibilities of work in a 
parish and was not qualified to 
teach in a senior seminary.  But 
Providence had a plan for him. For 
two months in 1994, he followed a 
course in retreat direction at St 
Bueno’s, a Jesuit retreat centre in 
the north of Wales. This was follo-
wed by employment in a small re-
treat centre run by Sisters at Lla-
nerchwen. He made such a good 
impression that he was invited to 
take up a post at St Bueno’s itself 
as a retreat director.  

The nature of his work was to 
guide people on retreat for long or 
short periods, perhaps for thirty 
days, sometimes for eight or six 
days, or even for a weekend. The 
most important role was to guide 
five or six participants at a time 

through the thirty days’ retreat.  It 
was a work to which Peter found 
himself suited. He had found his 
niche at last and the years that fol-
lowed were the happiest of his life. 
His depressive illness (his own ex-
pression) required him not to get 
overtired and get plenty of exercise. 
At St Bueno’s there was ample op-
portunity for swimming and for 
walking in the mountains, physical 
activities which he had always lo-
ved.  His frailty never became a 
problem there.  

His guidance of retreatants was 
greatly appreciated by the Jesuits 
he worked with. His first contract 
was for six years after which the 
director, Fr McGuiness sj, wrote 
“We appreciate very much the 
contribution Peter makes to the 
whole work of St Bueno’s and we 
are glad that he would like to extend 
his stay here.” It was agreed he 
should continue for a further three 
years.    

In the year 2000, he was invited 
to give eight day retreats in Guyana 
and Barbados, formerly Jesuit mis-
sion areas. The following year he 
took a sabbatical, beginning with 
a four week course at the Christian 
Institute for the Study of Human 
Sexuality in Chicago.  From there 
he went to Lebh Shomear house of 
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prayer at Sarita, Texas, run by the 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate.  Peter 
found there a freedom to pray with 
no imposed structure, favouring 
creativity in the solitude of a 
contemplative-eremitical lifestyle. 
He spent several weeks of prayer 
and spiritual reading in an atmos-
phere of silence. He returned to St 
Bueno’s and resumed spiritual and 
retreat guidance until the end of 
2004.  By then, the Director thought 
that nine years was a realistic length 
of time to have worked in an envi-
ronment like St Bueno’s and he re-
turned to the bosom of the Society. 

Now seventy-two years of age, 
he was posted to serve the com-
munity as bursar at the province’s 
house in Sutton Coldfield.  As his 
age advanced, Peter was inflicted 

with serious medical problems. 
After a heart operation he moved 
to Ealing in London in 2014 where 
he expected to live out the final 
years of his life. However, in early 
2020, his health deteriorated to the 
point that he had to move to a care 
home run by the Poor Servants of 
the Mother of God. One day, after 
falling, he was hospitalised and in 
the hospital caught the coronavirus 
which he was too weak to over-
come.   He died on the 8th April 
2020 at the age of eighty-seven.  
His funeral was a simple burial 
service with only a handful of his 
confreres and relatives present.  A 
memorial Mass will be planned 
when control of the virus permits 
a more numerous assembly. 

Francis Nolan
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Michel Lelong 

1925-2020 

M
ichel was born in An-
gers, in France, on Fe-
bruary 25, 1925, in a 

deeply Catholic family. His father 
was from Angers, and his mother 
from Berry. They had 5 children, 
four boys and one girl.  Michel 
was the second born son. He went 
to secondary school in Angers. His 
father was a solicitor at the High 
Court of Angers as was his grand-
father.  During the war, his father 
sympathized with the Resistance 
Movement what was frowned upon 
by the so called collaborateurs. At 
that time, the family lived in Berry. 

Here is what Michel wrote on 
several occasions about the origin 
of his vocation: “In 1941, I saw 
the film “A l’appel du silence”, 
dedicated to Charles de Foucauld. 
I was impressed by his spiritual 
journey because he rediscovered 
his Christian faith when he saw 
Muslims praying and then became 
the “universal brother” following 
Jesus. I joined the White Fathers 
because I too felt called to be a 
priest in a Muslim country”.  

He began studying philosophy 
at the major seminary in Angers 
and then entered the Missionaries 
of Africa formation house in Tour-
nus. Michel’s elder brother, a young 
officer, had joined the Resistance 
Movement and was killed in action 
in 1944, in Alsace, while following 
General de Lattre de Tassigny. As 
a theology student, Michel asked 
permission to go to his parents for 
a few days on that occasion. The 
Rector of the Scholasticate told 
him that he could not give him 
permission to leave but that he al-
lowed him to follow his conscience. 
Michel then decided to go and 
console his parents. On his return 
he called on the Provincial of 
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France: he was very grateful to his 
superiors for respecting his own 
discernment. This experience was 
for him a confirmation that he was 
indeed called to be a Missionary 
of Africa.     

In 1945, he continued his theo-
logical studies at the Scholasticate 
in Thibar. On that occasion he went 
to Tunis to visit the family of a 
Resistance fighter killed at the same 
time as his brother: it was his very 
first experience of dialogue with 
Muslims, not a dialogue of ideas, 
but a sharing of immense sorrow.  
In 1948, he was ordained priest 
and then undertook the studies for 
a Bachelor of Arts at the Catholic 
Institute of Paris and at the Sor-
bonne. He noted that its intellectual 
circles were influenced by Marxism 
and existentialism and that atheists 
and agnostics were numerous. Mee-
tings between Catholic students at 
the “Centre Richelieu” were a great 
help. 

In 1950, he was sent to Tunisia 
for two years at the Institut des 
Belles Lettres Arabes (IBLA), then 
to La Manouba, then to Algeria, to 
complete his degree. He very 
quickly sensed the gulf that existed 
between Christian Europeans and 
Muslim Algerians and he therefore 
organized his first Islamic-Christian 

meetings. He obtained his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Arabic language 
and literature in 1954.  

After a few months of rest in 
France due to serious health pro-
blems, he was reappointed to the 
IBLA community. On this occasion 
he emphasized that the IBLA was 
doing a remarkable job because, 
long before Vatican II, his confreres 
had understood that, in order to 
announce the Good News of Christ, 
missionaries must first know the 
language, culture and religion of 
the peoples to whom they are sent. 
He was also in charge of looking 
after the student hostel of Catholic 
students which welcomed Muslims, 
Jews and non-believers for inter-
religious meetings. It was for him 
an exciting time of meeting the 
young elite of Tunisia. In 1955, he 
was appointed director of the IBLA 
magazine. 

An important decision for him 
was to prepare a thesis on Islamic 
teaching in Tunisia, and on the re-
lations between the Church and Is-
lam in Tunisia from 1930 to 1968. 
He regretted the fact that IBLA, 
according to him, was more inte-
rested in the cultural, literary and 
artistic aspects than in the religious, 
theological and spiritual dimensions 
of the relations between Christians 
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and Muslims. He nevertheless pre-
pared it in spite of the reluctance 
of Father André Demeerseman, 
whom he admired a lot and who 
strongly emphasized the very sen-
sitive nature of the subject. He de-
fended his thesis in 1970.  

At that time, he became the Se-
cretary General of the Groupe de 
Recherche Islamo-Chrétien (GRIC), 
whose Secretary General he remai-
ned for about twenty years. The 
aim of the GRIC was the study, 
from a faith perspective, of the 
doctrinal and practical problems 
which arise for both religions, Chris-
tian and Muslim, in order to promote 
the search for truth, mutual un-
derstanding and common work in 
the service of the people of our 
time. The founders of the GRIC, 
Father Robert Caspar and the Mus-
lim Abdelmagid Charfi were great 
friends of Michel.  

After a long time spent in Tuni-
sia, he was appointed in 1975 to 
France, where he gave courses at 
the Institut des Sciences et Théo-
logie des Religions (ISTR). He was 
also asked to be the head of the 
Secretariat for Relations with Islam 
(SRI). He found this ministry very 
difficult because he noticed that at 
that time the Church in France saw 
Islam only from the point of view 

of immigration. However, he was 
very happy to be able to establish 
and deepen relations with repre-
sentatives of the Muslim community 
in France. Some bishops were, at 
that time, sometimes dissatisfied 
with some of the positions he took. 
He would later remark that the ac-
tivity of the SRI had become much 
more balanced, as the Church in 
France had become more attentive 
to interreligious dialogue.  He was 
also consultant to what was to be-
come the Pontifical Council for In-
terreligious Dialogue. From 1975 
to 1995, he took part in many Isla-
mic-Christian colloquia throughout 
the world. 

In 1993, he founded the Groupe 
d’Amitié Islamo-Chrétien (GAIC). 
He was its Christian chairman  for 
about ten years, the Muslim chair-
man being an Algerian academic, 
Mustapha Cherif. An important ex-
cerpt from the testimony of Mus-
tapha Cherif is mentioned below. 
In his writings Michel mentioned 
the French ambassador Gilbert Pérol 
who helped the GAIC a lot in va-
rious countries, such as the Maghreb 
countries, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine 
and Iran. Later, encouraged by the 
Nuncio and the chairman of the 
French Episcopal Conference, he 
regularly participated in meetings 
of the Groupe de Réflexion Entre 
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Catholiques (GREC) whose aim 
was to foster a climate of fraternal 
dialogue between Catholics with 
different political, theological and 
liturgical options. This movement 
was created by Madame Pérol, wife 
of the aforementioned ambassador. 

Here is a remark Michel towards 
the end of his life stressed.  He 
was amazed, during his meeting 
with Father de Lubac, by “this cul-
tured, serene, soothing religious, 
suffering from the measures of 
which he was a victim, and by his 
conviction that if it is sometimes 
necessary to suffer for the Church, 
it is also necessary to accept to 
suffer through her. » He also pre-
sented in a special way some mes-
sages that were very important to 
him such as a passage in the letter 
of St. Peter, “To give an account 
of the hope that is in us with gen-
tleness and respect”, which led him 
to publish “Priest of Jesus Christ 
among Muslims “; from Cardinal 
Lavigerie: “You will convert no 
one if you do not first work at your 
own sanctification”; from Benedict 
XVI: “For the Church to bring 
Christ’s light and peace to the 
world, she must put them into her-
self. If we want to put them in the 
Church, we must put them in each 
one of us”; he himself also wrote: 
“Listening to what many friends, 

Christians, Jews, Muslims, agnos-
tics, non-believers, are saying, I 
am happy to hear them say how 
important the voice of the Catholic 
Church is for the whole world at 
the beginning of the XXI century”.  

Michel has himself drawn up a 
list of what he called his main pu-
blications. There are 24. The 
first, « Pour un dialogue avec les 
athées », dates from 1965; the se-
cond, « J’ai rencontré l’Islam », 
dates from 1976; the last, « Etre 
catholique aujourd’hui », dates from 
2017. The number and the titles 
are eloquent and very significant 
of Michel’s passionate desire to 
be, following the example of 
Charles de Foucauld, a “universal 
brother”. An important documen-
tation on the various aspects of 
Michel’s ministry is to be found in 
the archives of the Missionaries of 
Africa. 

In Paris, he was a member of 
the community at rue Friant, then 
superior at Maisons-Alfort, then a 
member of the community at rue 
du Printemps. From the beginning 
of his life among them, his confreres 
noticed and admired his great in-
tellectual and spiritual qualities. 
Some of them also felt at times 
uneasy about some of his positions, 
which they sometimes found lacking 
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in discernment and which did not 
always correspond to what they 
themselves perceived as Missio-
naries of Africa. His keen sense of 
justice, in particular, sometimes 
pushed him to positions that some 
considered advanced. A leader once 
wrote: One can argue about his vi-
sion of things, but one must reco-
gnize the fact that he knows how 
to relate to many people.  

Michel died of coronavirus in a 
Paris hospital on April 10, 2020. 

There are many testimonies, ge-
nerally very complimentary, about 
Michel on the occasion of his death. 
Here are some of the most signifi-
cant.   

By Mustapha Cherif, co-founder 
of the GAIC : 

“The world needed this type of 
priest who, as the Koran says, “does 
not swell with pride” (5-82). He 
forged deep links with Muslim 
elites in France and throughout the 
Arab world. He did not want to 
proselytize and he said: the heart 
of each person is a mystery in his 
journey towards God. He cultivated 
a sense of tolerance, a thirst to 
know each other, to respect each 
other in the human and spiritual 
journey of each one. He chose to 
work for fraternity and hospitality. 

He emphasized the common points 
of view without omitting the diffe-
rences. He specified that it is a 
question of bringing peoples closer 
together, of deepening the peaceful 
faith of each one, animated by the 
desire to meet him in truth and to 
live together. During the contro-
versies over Islam, he said: I cannot 
accept that in the name of freedom 
of the press, which I respect, reli-
gions can be attacked. He knew 
that extremism has no face, religion 
or nationality. During the last years 
of his life, he asked us to set out 
on a path for the future, that of jus-
tice and peace. May the supporters 
of Islamic-Christian friendship 
continue to be inspired by his life”. 

From Claude Rault, Missionary 
of Africa, and member of the Ser-
vice National pour les Relations 
avec les Musulmans(SNRM), for-
mer SRI, and Bishop emeritus of 
Laghouat-Ghardaia (Algeria): 

“What can we learn from this 
pioneer of Dialogue? First of all, 
he was a man of God. But also a 
man deeply attached to the Church, 
a priest dedicated to its openness, 
especially to the Muslim world. 
His zeal may sometimes have car-
ried him too far, but never to brea-
king points. Although he was te-
nacious in some of his convictions, 
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his strong sensitivity and his big 
heart always led him to return to 
those he had wounded. He had 
chosen to retire to the homes of 
very close friends, keeping regular 
communication with the Missio-
naries of Africa. In his advanced 
age deafness and need for solitude 
sometimes made it difficult to com-
municate with him despite an un-
deniable desire never to cut himself 
off from others. He remained to 
the end a man of prayer, attentive 
to the evolution of the world. Re-
maining serene in his old age, he 
never lost hope. Here is the last 
paragraph of his last book, which 
sounds as a testament: “While much 
has been said in recent years about 
what divides and opposes genera-
tions, religions, societies and peo-
ples, it is comforting to note that 
forms of dialogue are not only ne-
cessary and desirable. They do exist 
in family, national and international 
life. This is a reality that should 
help us to live in hope”.  

From Jacqueline and Miloud 
Miraoui, co-founders in 1977 of 
the Group of Christian Islamic Fa-
milies (GFIC): 

“With Michel, we found liste-
ning, respect, understanding and 
spiritual emulation, given his great 
knowledge of Islam. He called on 

us to meet working groups, socio-
logists, religious or lay people, bi-
shops from France and North Africa, 
... Without him, we would probably 
not be what we are today: a Chris-
tian lady and a Muslim committed 
to friendship and dialogue, through 
our interventions in schools, high 
schools, Catholic Action move-
ments, seminaries, Tibhirine Asso-
ciation, parishes, chaplaincies, dio-
cesan service for relations with 
Muslims, accompaniment of mixed 
couples for marriages, spiritual 
awakening of children, funeral ce-
lebrations, etc... ... He was the one 
who paved the way for us... We 
have lost a great and dear friend. 
May God welcome him into his 
Kingdom of Peace. 

Michel was a man of great open-
mindedness, a great pioneer of Is-
lamic-Christian dialogue. This he 
revealed in his relationships, ini-
tiatives and responsibilities. May 
he help us to have that same spirit. 
May he pray for us that we may 
always seek the right balance and 
the necessary discernment in our 
missionary commitments. May we 
who are still on pilgrimage in this 
world be dedicated to the Church, 
men of God, sharing in Michel’s 
desire for fraternity.  

Several confreres 
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Missionaries of  Africa

Father Justin Louvard, of the Diocese of Laval, France. He died in 
Bry-sur-Marne, France, on the 9th of June 2020, at the age of 98 years, 
of which 70 years of missionary life in Burkina Faso and France. 

Father Bernard Jobin, of the Diocese of Basel, Switzerland. He 
died in Sierre, Switzerland, on the 12th of June 2020, at the age of 95 
years, of which 69 years of missionary life in Burundi, Rwanda and 
Switzerland.  

Father Josef Moser, of the diocese of Passau, Germany. He died in 
Murnau am Straffelsee, Germany,on the 13th of June 2020, at the age of 
81 years, of which 53 years of missionary life in Algeria and Germany.  

Father Gerald Stone, of the diocese of Edinburg, Scotland, He died 
in Glasgow, Scotland, on the 21th June 2020, at the age of 78 years, of 
which 55 years of missionary life in Ethiopia, Italy, Mozambique and 
in Great Britain. 

Missionary Sisters of  Our Lady of  Africa

Sister Matilde Fernandez Bravo. She died in Alcalá on the 12th June 
2020, at the age of 86 years, of which 62 years of religious missionary 
life in Burkina Faso, Mali and Spain.
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