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JUNE 2020 

Dear Confrères, 

In this beautiful month of June and of hopeful springtime, new words have been added to the 
dictionary,  the  welcome  words  of  ‘easing  lockdown’  (déconfinement  in  French).  Inevitably, 
masks continue to force us to smile with our eyes. Inevitably, our hugs remain very non-physical. 
Inevitably, our drinks taken at the local pub, cannot yet clink. Inevitably, our elders are still super-
shielded behind plexiglass screens. 

However, hope springs eternal. The different graphs presented by the experts slowly took a 
downward path. Children play in the streets again. Shops tell us of the joy of meeting up again. 
Churches reopen. Life rises to the challenge, even if very gradually and varied here and there. 

The Covid-19 had taken off in Wuhan and, having received the rating of a pandemic, affected 
all our countries, filling the pages of our newspapers and occupying our conversations for weeks. 
As for the ‘Black Lives Matter’ movement, it took on political persuasion in Minneapolis. The 
murder  of  George  Floyd  now  occupies  many  pages  of  our  newspapers  -  at  least,  some 
newspapers. In many cities, Blacks and Whites ‘bend the knee’ to say no to racism. 

We, as Missionaries of Africa, cannot remain indifferent to this 
pandemic of racism, which has gone on for too long. ‘I am a man 
and I am indifferent to nothing that is human.’ The pandemic of 
racism  deserves  our  full  attention  and  should  mobilise  all  our 
energies. Unfortunately, it is far more damaging and persistent 
than any virus; and new waves of it appear on a regular basis.  

I can’t wait for the time when a new word will be inserted into the dictionary that would express 
our out-and-out respect for others, regardless of race, age, profession or religion. Racism is not 
an opinion; it is a crime! 

Georges Jacques 
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A New Provincial Council  

The new Provincial Council of the PEP is complete, as from the 7th June 2020 onwards.  

Provincial Team (second mandate): Gérard Chabanon, Georges Jacques and Didier 
Lemaire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Germany : Rudi Pint  
       (second mandate)     
 
               Belgium : Yvo Wellens  
 

 

 

        Spain : Jesus Zubiria  
         (second mandate) 
 
 
 
France : Emmanuel Lengaigne  

           (Delegate) 
          
 and Clément Forestier 
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Great Britain: Hugh Seenan 
 
 

            Italy: Gaetano Cazzola  
                               (second mandate) 
 
 
 

 
 
Ireland: Ian Buckmaster 
 
 
 

 
 
Poland: Boguslaw Zero 

Nederlands: Jo de Bekker  
(second mandate) 

 
 
 
 

     Switzerland: Raphaël Deillon 
 

 

 

The Provincial Delegates of two Sectors are only provisional: Switzerland for a year and Ireland 
for a few months. Didier Lemaire, Provincial Bursar, was reappointed until 30th June 2022. 

The Provincial Council, hopefully in full assembly, will meet in Paris - in the absence of any virus 
- from 29th September to 2nd October 2020. 

 

Thank you to you all for your readiness to be at the service of the Province! 
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Some news from the Province and the Sectors 

Easing lockdown in Spain (Jesus Zubiria): 

A state of alarm was declared by the Spanish government on 14 th March. It was the start of a 
very strict lockdown, which lasted more than three months. It was absolutely necessary to stay 
at home. It was not easy, but the lockdown was properly observed in our communities. We have 
all suffered, especially the communities that do not have a garden or space to walk around in 
and get some fresh air. Thanks to the lockdown and other timely measures, no cases of Covid-
19 have been detected in our communities. This was not the case in the homes where there are 
a  few  elderly  confreres.  Two  confreres  were  found  to  be  carriers  of  the  virus.  Both  have 
successfully overcome the disease and are now in good shape. 

In the second half of April, the national health services were near breaking-point, with hundreds 
of deaths from coronavirus every day. We feared the worst, which fortunately did not happen, 
thanks to the dedication and expertise of  the health personnel, and the cooperation of other 
institutions, including the Church, amongst others. 

Gradually,  the  pandemic  began  to  come  under  control,  and  on  29th  April  the  government 
declared the beginning of ‘easing lockdown’ in four phases. We all hope that the lockdown will 
be lifted by the end of June. 

What happens after lockdown? How will the reconstruction be done? We talk about it a lot. One 
thing is clear. It will not be easy, especially for two reasons: the scale of the challenges of all 
kinds that we will have to face, and the lack of unity between the various political forces and 
social movements. Now is the time to pray in hope, ‘Lord, come to our help.’ 

News from the Swiss Sector (Raphaël Deillon): 

Despite  all  the  limitations  imposed by  the  pandemic,  it  compelled  us  to  create  new  ways  of 
meeting. Man is never short of ideas and, with the help of electronics, we benefited in the Swiss 
Sector from our first videoconference. The mountains did not come to us, we went to find the 
mountain. This is how we got the Provincial with his Assistant and the six of us from the Sector 
on our computer screens in a face-to-face. 

Of course, the most critical question is the future of our Sector, which is one of the smaller ones, 
for which we are looking for leaders in vain. 

After the removals and adjustments brought about by the sale of the old novitiate (Africanum, 
59), Oskar Geissler felt drained and unable to calmly pursue his role as Delegate Provincial. We 
appealed  to  Ludwig  Peschen,  who  with  his  qualities  as  a  doctor,  excelled  in  helping  and 
supporting  the  elderly  and  the  sick.  However,  the  replacement  was  only  temporary,  and  we 
needed to appeal to other people of goodwill.  We then asked Raphaël Deillon, then actively 
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involved in interfaith in Marseille, to take charge for a year. He completes his mandate at the 
end of June. He received his nomination for El Kalima-ARCRE with residence at Rue Clovis in 
Brussels from the Provincial, while remaining Provincial Delegate for Switzerland, which he will 
visit  very  regularly  and  continue  as  signatory  for  the  Lavigerie  Institute.  This  experiment  of 
‘remote governance’ runs until June 2021, in view of the necessary restructuring of our little 
Sector and the Province. 

You will see, in fact, by reading the news from our communities that the ranks are thinning. 

It is clear that we can no longer ask any of our confreres still in charge of a task as rector or 
activity leader outside Switzerland to let go of everything to come to the aid of our Sector, whose 
members  are  shrinking  in  strength  and  numbers.  We  must  take  it  upon  ourselves  to  take 
advantage of the possibilities that still exist, while accepting that we will need to manage affairs 
up to an advanced age in order to protect that of others. 

As for the lockdown, in Switzerland, we spent it in a fairly free and responsible way. Face masks 
were never compulsory except in public transport when they were crowded. The shops have 
been open for several weeks, the schools have all been open since  8 th June, the cafes and 
restaurants since 29th April. Most of the churches remained open during lockdown, since we did 
not  have  to  justify  in  writing  where  we  were  going.  They  are  now  open  to  the  faithful  for 
celebrations from Thursday 28th May, three days before Pentecost, but with two-metre distance 
between each member of the faithful, on the sides, in front and behind.   

In our community of Fribourg and at Veyras, we were able to celebrate the Eucharist every day, 
but only among ourselves. It is only since Pentecost that in Fribourg, we have started to open 
our doors to ten and then fifteen laypeople, who readily returned. It was a pleasure to be able to 
express our faith in more extensive, more varied Eucharistic celebrations and in which we felt 
the need of everyone to find their fellow believers near them. 

Veyras: Bernard Jobin, following a loss of orientation and 
cognitive problems, was hospitalised at Martigny. Returning to the 
Foyer St-Joseph in Sierre in mid-May, he deteriorated 
considerably. The confreres who visited him - not without difficulty 
because  of  security  measures  -  found  him  very  weakened.  He 
joined  his  Lord  on  June  12.  Let  us  pray  for  him. For  the  other 
confreres  of  Veyras,  the  ‘southern’  climate  of  the  Valais  keeps 
them  in  good  health.  You  can  see  it  in  the  flowers  of  Alois 
Bingisser's garden, with the bell tower of the church of Veyras in 
the background. 

Fribourg:  Jean-Marie  Gabioud  is  getting  better;  caregivers  are  following  him  up  after  the 
chemotherapy he underwent this winter. Claude Maillard suffers from sciatica, which he treats 
with regular  walks to keep in shape. Everyone else is fine and wishes you the same. Henri 
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Renevey is still the only White Father at the Foyer du Bon Pasteur in the heights of Fribourg. 
Long deprived of visits because of the pandemic, he can once again present the smiling face 
that he already showed us on the phone. Felix Weber has completed his contract with the parish 
of Arth (canton of Schwyz), but remains ready to be of service, if his health allows. 

Brother Marcel Amport died unaccompanied on Friday 15 th May at the Lucerne hospital where 
he had asked to be admitted for respiratory failure. We regret not having been able to visit him 
before now as the rules of the Home Steinhof at Lucerne are strict. We celebrated his  final 
commendation and farewell on Saturday 13th June at the Africanum, in the presence of his family 
members.  

Additionally, in mission ‘ad extra’.  

Brother Karl Kälin celebrated his 50 years of Oath at Dublin. Unfortunately, his current health 
conditions, in addition to the constraints of air transport, will not allow him to come and celebrate 
his  anniversary  in  Fribourg  on  27th  June  with  Claude  Maillard  and  Raphaël  Deillon.  Joseph 
Buholzer:  ‘In  Jerusalem,  ordinary  life  returns,  but  there  are  new  sick  people,  especially  in 
studies.’ Jean-Pierre Roth: ‘In Mexico, the pandemic is still virulent. I prefer to spend my leave 
in Switzerland. I will arrive on 18th June.’ 

Events of June 

Our first community 
outing. We do not want 
to overlook this event, of 
which we are justly 
proud. On Pentecost 
Monday,  1st  June,  and 
invited by a business 
agent, passionate about 
art and sculptures, 
invited us to the 
Château de Bulle (30 
km  from  Fribourg).  He 

wanted to show us the place where he managed to store his museum pieces. These are masks, 
statues, necklaces and other handicrafts brought back by the SVD and stored up for lack of 
specialists  to  index  and  display  them  properly. This  discovery  was  the  occasion for a  warm 
expression of friendship with this adventurer from the continents, who closed the visit by inviting 
us to a hearty country buffet where bacon, ham and gruyere took precedence. 

Saturday, 6th June:  The annual pilgrimage to African Saints at Saint Moritz. Without interruption 
since its launch in 2001, it was postponed till June 2021 because of the Corona. 
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On Saturday 27th June, the Jubilee festivities will bring together confreres, White Sisters, friends, 
and neighbours. There will be 30 of us, enough to sustain and treasure the good relationships 
that this house of the Africanum has always had and that it hopes to maintain in the years to 
come. 

News from Great Britain (Terry Madden) 

There  is  little  news  to  recount  from  the  three  longer-established  communities  here  in  Great 
Britain since we wrote only a few weeks ago. The confreres remain hunkered down, avoiding an 
encounter  with  the  Corona  Virus.  Almost  all  external  activities  have  ceased,  though  the 
administrative responsibilities continue to be well managed by the competent confreres. I would 
also like to thank all the lay staff who come in daily ensure that the elderly confreres are well 
cared for. 

Because of the virus, John Slinger is still at home, waiting for the first flights back to Tanzania. 
Two other confreres who would like to travel in the other direction are having to wait for the end 
of restrictions here before they can leave their present places of residence. We hope they will 
not have to wait too much longer. 

At the time of writing, the 
government has announced the 
relaxing  of  some  of  the  rules  for 
social isolation. People can now visit 
parks  and  open  places.  They  can 
visit each other in their gardens but 
not  enter  their  houses.  Next  week, 
people who have been isolated will 
be able to join their families. Some 
Primary schools have reopened 
their  doors  to  a  limited  number  of 
children. Pubs still remain closed, as 
do all non-essential shops. 

 

And from Sunday 14th, churches and places of worship will be able to receive individuals for 
private prayer. However, the measures that need to be taken to sanitise the building after each 
individual visit make it a difficult return. We here in Liverpool decided not to open yet.  

This does not mean that we are still hiding away. Indeed, on the first Sunday we were allowed 
to “break out” the four of us headed off to the sands of West Kirby, on the Wirral, and crossed 
the  sands  out  to  some  small  islands  only  reachable  at  low  tide.  The  weather  was  almost 
Mediterranean. After the walk, lasting a couple of hours, we sat on the beach, keeping the proper 
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distance from our neighbours, and ate our lunch in the sun: a very relaxing and enjoyable first 
outing.   

Last Saturday, the 6th June, still 
respecting the government guidelines for 
keeping  social  distance,  we  joined  the 
support for “Black Lives Matter”, by 
kneeling down outside the parish church 
at 4 in the afternoon and taking a photo 
of our action which was then posted on 
our Facebook page. You can see us at 
“Vincent de Paul Church” on Facebook.  

Finally, it’s good-bye from Terry Madden, 
retiring provincial delegate, and 
welcome  to  Hugh  Seenan,  his  newly-
chosen replacement.  

 

End of lockdown in Belgium (Luc Putzeys) 

During lockdown, communities showed a lot of common sense. Some communities experienced 
the imposed processes thoroughly, even very thoroughly. Either way, the results are good so 
far. None of the three confreres who passed away during lockdown died because of coronavirus. 
No confrere seems to be suffering from Covid-19. 

Some confreres would like to travel, like Bishop Jan De Groef, stranded for months in Brussels, 
far from his diocese of Bethlehem in South Africa, or like Mathieu Van Vlierden who, stranded 
in South Africa, is waiting for the green light to come and celebrate his jubilee in his family. 

For three months, Christians had to abstain from Eucharistic liturgies in the churches. With the 
feast  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  Christians  are  once  again  authorised  to  participate  in  the 
Eucharistic services in churches by means of a series of regulations. The end of lockdown is 
going well. The second wave doesn’t seem to be coming, but let’s be careful. 

 Last Sunday an authorised demonstration against racism took place in Brussels. During this 
demonstration, everything happened calmly, but the demonstrators were so numerous that they 
could not keep the imposed distances. Unfortunately, after this very peaceful demonstration, a 
number of thugs took advantage of it to ransack a lot of shops and civic equipment. 
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The communities in France give their news (Excerpt from the last Mini-Lien) 

At Mours, since 11 th May, we have left 
our  rooms  for  meals  and  re-joined  our 
dining-room, while keeping our distance - 
two per table - so we can share in pairs 
on various topics, while enjoying the 
meals served by the staff. The repeated 
appearance of a wild boar in the grounds 
surprised several confreres out for a stroll 
and caused Jean-Louis Godinot to 
reinstall the electric fence on part of the 
property,  so  as  to  avoid  flowerbeds  or 
paths  here  and  there  in  the  park  being 
ploughed up by wild boar. In addition, we 
are  preparing  to  re-open our chapel for 
Pentecost to welcome local parishioners, (accustomed to our Sunday celebrations), within the 
safety requirements. 

At Rue Verlomme, the community is slowly relaxing the lockdown. We have recovered our taste 
for unlimited outings. We are going to monitor the work at Notre-Dame or at the Bastille. Bernard 
Beauchet, having completed 1,100 km by exercise bike (the distance between Lille-Toulon), 
resumed his daily journey on the banks of the towpath. Michel regrets that the swimming pools 

are not yet open… Little by little, we are getting back in touch with our families and friends. 
However, some people regret a little that the quiet has disappeared with the return of noise, 
cars, trucks, bikes and traffic jams! 
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At Bry-Sur-Marne, all our hopes are now achieved: according to the doctor, there are no more 
sick people and, especially, no more viruses in the house. Therefore, the lockdown continues, 
but well regulated: two Masses a day in the chapel, which allows everyone to attend in complete 
safety (with a mask), and meal at the ‘restaurant’ in two sittings. As for the grounds, they are 
freely open to everyone, and even to visitors, with certain precautions. 

What more is there to add other than that everyone accepts the venture with courage and, for 
many, with a typically White Father humour. Moreover, there is neither fatalism nor resignation! 
Furthermore, we must admit, we did well! There are the miraculous, the hale and hearty, the 
less severe and the cured cases, and those who remained negative, no one knowing how or 
why. 

At Rue Friant, life seems monotonous in these times of lockdown! Thank 
God, on 8 th May, we had a wonderful community celebration to honour our 
‘Martyrs of Algeria’. It was centred on Claude Rault, who had known almost 
all of them and who spoke of their memory for us. His homily was leaked 
right away onto mafrome.org, where it can be read. 

At Ste-Foy-Lès-Lyon, like everyone else, our engine is idling. We spend 
our time between reading and walks in the grounds. Some of us were busy 
with the cherry harvest. However, all good things must come to an end... 

At Marseille, the last two weeks have been taken up with work to prepare for the reopening of 
the churches. In terms of communication, with our parishioners, 
we were able to set up a WhatsApp group, thanks to which we 
were able to stay in contact with many people. In addition, those 
we used to meet and who weren’t on social media, we phoned 
or wrote to them to hear from them. On Saturday, 23rd May, we 
had our parish council to discuss parish life after Covid. New 
initiatives  have  been  taken  to  help  us  develop  and  keep  the 
friendly bonds created or strengthened during the crisis! We all 
agree that after this crisis, we will no longer be able to - and we 
no longer should - live as if nothing had happened. 

At  Billère,  as  is  customary  on  the  1st  May,  our  neighbours 
offered all our residents two sprigs of lily of the valley, to put in 
our rooms where we are still in lockdown, for all our meals. We 
can walk in the park - but if we go out for medical (or other) 
consultations we have to wear a mask for a fortnight; all the staff 

must wear it all the time - we don’t recognise… their beautiful faces. Finally, in these recent days, 
our hairdresser can now return, and beautiful long hair will disappear. However, a pedicure was 
long overdue, as toenails began to pierce footwear. 
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At Toulouse, the lockdown period was very difficult for many, if not for everyone. This time has 
dramatically changed our way of life. Thanks to 
technology  and  social  media,  we  stayed  connected  to 
each other. It helped us to  ‘cheer up’ and ‘support one 
another.’ In Les Minimes, our community stayed in touch 
with our parishioners and friends through the use of social 
networks. A phone call to a parishioner, especially to the 
lonely, was our priority. The lockdown fortunately ended 
on Monday, 11 th May 2020. For many of us, it is a relief 
and a return to normal life. ‘After the rain, the sun comes 
out’.  It’s  this  beautiful  weather  that  we  all  wanted.  However,  everything  will  depend  on  our 
behaviour if we want this good weather to continue and endure. 

From Germany (Rudi Pint)  

Here  is some  news  from  us.  Finally,  the  beginning  of  lockdown  is  everywhere!  However,  to 
differing  degrees!  The  different  Federal  States  (Länder)  can  go  (more  or  less)  far  in  the 
application of the instructions with regard to sporting events, gatherings, and trips. The wearing 
of masks during meetings, a distance of almost two metres, is strongly recommended. In our 
communities, we have observed these regulations and, fortunately, no one has been affected 
by Covid 19. 

We  have  other  confreres,  sick  and  currently  in  hospital:  Albert  Schrenk  and  Josef  Beck  in 
Hechingen; Gotthard Rosner, Josef Moser and Joachim Lieberich in Munich; Jürgen Pelz in 
Cologne, Otto Bailer in Trier. We pray for them and wish them well. 

From Italy (Gaetano Cazzola) 

The remarkable achievement is 
that none of us have been sick 
with the virus. Even our 
confrere  Michele  Vezzoli,  who 
spent three weeks at the 
hospital nearby, came out with 
a negative result, even if today 
he is very much weakened. He 
has to be attended to 24 hours 
a day. Two of his fellow patients 
in the hospital died of the virus. 

We try to live as normal a life as possible, even if the situation around us is insane. We are 
fortunate  to  be  able  to  gather  around  the  Eucharist  every  day,  while  the  majority  of  our 
compatriots have been deprived of the Sacraments for several weeks. 
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We try to be in solidarity with all the initiatives taken by the Universal Church and by the local 
bishops in following the times of prayer and worship on television and on the Web. We take our 
meals together and we haven’t completely lost our sense of humour. We make the most of the 
opportunities that arise to celebrate life. 

News from The Netherlands (Jo de Bekker) 

We have only been living under the impact of COVID-19 for three months, but it seems much 
longer, almost an eternity! The pandemic has taken over everywhere. We hoped that the virus 
would remain in China, but it arrived everywhere and imposed a way of life everywhere, very 
different from ‘normal’. 

For these 3 months, we tried to comply with the recommendations and requirements that were 
advised or imposed on us by the national authorities, religious leaders and the management of 
our  house.  In  March,  the  Spring  EUR-ECHO  (number  1)  described  what  it  meant  for  our 
community at Heythuysen.  All community activities were stopped: no Eucharist, no Vespers in 
common, no meals together, no times set for a cup of tea or coffee together. Despite ourselves, 
and for the well-being of all, we were invited to live like enclosed monks. In addition, we were 

advised not to receive 
visitors from outside, 
except when necessary, 
and  not  to  visit  friends  or 
family members. 

What is our situation after 
these three months? There 
is good and less good, as 
always. Between 19th 
March  and  22nd  May,  we 
buried four  confreres: Jan 
van Haandel, Ben Vulkers, 
Karel Louwen and Ger van 
Dieten. They all lived in 
Heythuysen. None of them 

were infected with the corona virus, but each one’s health left a lot to be desired and had been 
so for a long time. So, we were more or less prepared to see them go, but, as is often the case, 
at the precise moment of their death, we were still surprised. Their burials took place with only a 
short  prayer  at  the  cemetery.  At  two  of  the  burials,  some  family  members  joined  with  the 
community at the cemetery, to be present at the funeral of their brother or uncle. In May, our 
confrere Wim Wouters moved to a home specialising in the care of people with dementia, located 
5km from Heythuysen. Another confrere, Ad van der Laak, has been living in this same home 
for about two years. 
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Living  together in the same  building  and not  being able  to meet  in  community  is a  strange, 
difficult and painful experience. Many of us have suffered from it, and still do. We could not relate 
to one another about the little items of news experienced personally or gleaned elsewhere. We 
could not spontaneously share our joys and sorrows, big or small.  Instead of announcing news 
to  the  whole  community,  we  had  to  resort  to  sending  emails  or  printed  texts  distributed  in 
mailboxes. It did allow news to be shared, but it took away the opportunity for confreres to give 
their reactions or comments spontaneously.  

Confreres  who  live  elsewhere  in  the 
Netherlands are doing well. Everyone 
endures the effects of lockdown 
measures, but we also knows how to 
respect them and adapt to them. Their 
news comes to us by email or 
telephone and it is good.  

Happily, we also have many reasons 
to  be  happy  and  grateful.  Since  the 
start of the crisis, the three ladies on 
our coordination team have continued 
to  take  care  of  us  and  make  life  as 
pleasant as possible. For almost two 

months,  they  also  were  on  hand  for  us  for  a  few  hours  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays.    The 
restaurant staff and medical staff did their best to provide us with everything we needed, despite 
the difficulties sometimes imposed by the lockdown measures.   

We were not confined to our apartments or to the grounds of our house. The confreres who were 
able to move around were able to do so freely. Some went for a walk in the grounds, others went 
around  the  village  for  shopping,  while  others  took  their  bikes  for  a  short  ramble  in  the 
surroundings, which, by the 
way, are very beautiful. 
Sometimes, we could exchange 
a  few  words  with  one  or  the 
other during one of these walks, 
or  in  the  reading  room,  where 
everyone  can  go  to  read  the 
newspapers. It is limited, but it is 
much valued. 

Since Pentecost, procedures 
have been slightly relaxed. 
Since that day, we can celebrate the Eucharist together in our chapel. At the moment, we are 
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limited to only  30 people  (we  are  31  confreres  in  community),  but  this number should soon 
increase so that lay residents can come to pray and celebrate the Eucharist with us. For two 
weeks, we have also been allowed to receive visitors from outside, up to three people at a time 
per  apartment.  This  obviously  also  allows  us  to  make  short  visits  to  our  own  individual 
apartments. 

Schools all over the country are receiving pupils again; bars, restaurants, museums and cinemas 
are open. Churches, temples, synagogues and mosques are also open, with obvious 
restrictions, notably, the limits of social distance (1.5 metres). Public transport has also adapted 
to the new measures: around 25% of seats can be used and you are no longer allowed to stand 
on trains, buses and the Underground. Things are changing! Social life is gradually coming back. 
According to some, we are going to live according to the ‘new normal’. As for our community at 
Heythuysen, we are happy to be able to pray and celebrate (Mass) together, but soon, we also 
hope to be able to eat together and meet over a cup of coffee or a glass of good cheer! Hope 
springs eternal in the human breast. 

Some news from Ireland (Ian Buckmaster) 

Just to let you know we are all hanging in there in Dublin. We are slowly emerging from our 
cocoons but we are not butterflies yet. There are still some restrictions. Older people are still 
been advised to stay as home as much as possible but we are allowed to go to the Post Office 
to collect our pension and do some personal shopping. In fact some of the bigger supermarkets 
have reserved specific shopping hours for senior citizens. We are not advised to take public 
transport and, if we do, to wear 
masks. This applies to shopping 
as  well  or  places  where  there 
are likely to be crowds. We 
expect Churches to open on the 
29th June but congregations will 
be limited in size. We are hoping 
that the restrictions will continue 
to  be  relaxed  but  life  will  not 
return  to  normal.  The  2  metre 
distancing will remain for the 
foreseeable  future  and  we  are 
asked to wash our hands 
frequently. It will take the 
discovery of a reliable vaccine to 
facilitate a return to normal life. 

For  the  last  two  plus  months  we  have  been  looking  after  ourselves.  I  must  say  that  the 
community came together in a remarkable way. Everybody did what they could from cooking to 
washing up. It was a scary time and made us realise how vulnerable we really are. Our staff 
returned to work last week and this has taken some of the pressure off. However there is a 
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formidable  list  of  “To  do”  things  that  we  need  to  tackle  in  the  near  future  including  the 
management of our valuable property. 

Our experience of the Corona virus has been a difficult one. The only thing we can be sure of is 
that the certainty will continue. We will need to look again at the way we look after our elderly 
and  vulnerable  confreres. However  there  is  a  glimmer  of  hope  in  that  we  received  a  great 
response to our Novena to St. Anthony appeal which shows that there is still a loyal core of 
people out there who will continue to support us. Please keep us in your prayers! 

News from Lublin (Pawel Mazurek) 

With change of weather, there came about also the change in the attitude towards the Corona 
virus.  From mid may government eased some restrictions in the numbers of people gathering 
for liturgical celebrations or in shops, but still we had to wear masks outside of our homes. From 
6th  of  June  there  were  no  more  restrictions  as  for  the  gatherings  in  public  or  for  liturgical 
celebrations. We are obliged to wear masks only in shops, public transport and churches. People 
can breathe outside and enjoy the warm weather. From 13th of June government has opened 
the borders to all EU citizens.  

As for the community, we are all in good spirits. For all this months during lockdown we helped 
in our parish with masses, but we had to cancel all activities in our house. On the 6th of June 
we have celebrated the Feast of Martyrs of Uganda in our community. It was first day, after 
lockdown, that 
we were having 
visitors from 
outside for 
mass. There 
was a humble 
number of 30 
people,  but  we 
had a nice 
celebration 
finished  with  a 
barbeque. On 
the 11th we 
took  part  in  the 
celebration of 
Corpus Christi 
at the parish, 
and it was great 
to see again bigger numbers of people in the church, though there were not as many as in 
previous years. Last Saturday Pawel went for kayaking with the youth from the parish. And on 
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Sunday Mariusz went for animation to a parish not far from Lublin. So it seems that things come 
back to normal, or as we reminded to a “new normal”. We are planning our holiday activities, 
though we know it won’t be the same as in previous years. We also hope that our only student 
Rafal, eventually will be able to go to the novitiate in Arusha, when flights will be restored. We 
are looking forward for things to come back to normal. Stay healthy! 

… And some news from Jerusalem (Jo Buholzer) 

There are 22 of us in our community at Ste-Anne's: 14 confreres and 8 candidates, of 13 different 
nationalities. Two of the candidates have completed their training and are patiently waiting to 
return home for ordination. But for the moment there's no flight. Then we will welcome 4 new 
candidates - but we 
don't know when 
they will arrive and if 
they  will  easily  get 
the entry visa - 
because of the 
virus. For the same 
reason practically 
all the confreres will 
spend their summer 
here, myself 
included.  

Fortunately, 
another one took 
the lead of the 
sessions: Grégoire 
Milombo. We had to 
cancel 2 sessions: this spring's one; everything was already ready on our side. And then the one 
that should start early September, so this summer. As the majority of candidates come from 
Africa and the coronavirus is currently spreading there, we thought it was better to cancel this 
session as well. We hope to resume in March 2021... 

Usually the old town is 'flooded' with pilgrims and tourists, but since March our streets are empty. 
The only people on the streets are locals. This morning I welcomed a group of seminarians from 
the Latin Patriarchate to our Basilica who could calmly visit the various shrines... 

These days the Israeli newspapers are talking a lot about the annexation of the Jordan Valley. 
Virtually all European countries have made it known that they are seriously opposed to it. This 
should be done in early July. But there are also Israeli politicians and newspapers who oppose 
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it. If this is done, then it augurs well for further Palestinian violence. So that makes us fear further 
violence here... 

News from the Provincial Team 

We have not yet resumed our ‘tours of duty’ (two are planned for June), but contact is maintained 
very regularly with the different Sectors by the various means at our disposal. 

Didier Lemaire was successfully operated on (three bypasses) and released from hospital after 
defeating a nasty bacterium. He is now in the process of recuperating. He has already travelled 
a few kilometres on an exercise bicycle. The shore is on the horizon! He will not be able to leave 
his treasured physiotherapists before mid-July. 

Finally, we welcomed Philippe Docq, who came from Rome to see his surgeon again. He does 
physiotherapy three times a week and cooked us excellent tasty dishes. 

Who is really the coloured man? 

When I was born, I was black 
When I grew up, I was black 

When I go out in the sun, I'm black 
When I’m sick, I’m black 

When I’m afraid, I’m black 
When I die, I’ll be black 

 
While you, white man, 

When you were born, you were pink 
When you grew up, you were white 

When you go out in the sun, you’re red 
When you’re cold, you’re blue 

When you’re envious, you’re green 
When you’re jaundiced, you’re yellow 

When you die, you will be grey 
 

So tell me, of the two of us, who is the coloured man? 
 

(Léopold Sédar Senghor) 
 

.  
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