
Universal Prayer World Day of the Poor: 15 November 2020 
(Written by Caritas Alsace, inspired by the message of Pope Francis ‘Stretch forth your hand to the poor’-Si 7, 32) 

 

On this World Day of the Poor, let us ask the Lord for the grace to come out of indifference 
and raise from our hearts a true universal prayer and know how to reach out to those in 
need. 

Answer: the choice is yours! 
1/’ The silent cry of so many poor men, women and children should find the people of God 
at the forefront, always and everywhere, in efforts to give them a voice, to protect and 
support them’ 

Look, Lord, your Church. May all those in authority not be them to be caught in the traps 
of worldliness and power, but live out evangelical poverty by making their communities 
welcoming places for the least of all. A: 

2/ ‘If they stretch out their hands, it is to touch computer keys to transfer sums of money 
from one part of the world to another, ensuring the wealth of an elite few and the dire 
poverty of millions and the ruin of entire nations.’ 

Look, Lord, at all those who are blinded by the power of money. Touch their hearts so 
that they become capable of compassion and can experience the joy of giving A: 

3/ ‘If they stretch out their hands, it is to touch computer keys to transfer sums of money 
from one part of the world to another, ensuring the wealth of an elite few and the dire 
poverty of millions and the ruin of entire nations.’ 

Look, Lord, at the many victims of violence, the countries at war, at children scorned, at 
people humiliated by racism. Give them the possibility of being able to cling to an out-
reaching hand that will give them hope. A: 

4/ ‘Generosity that supports the weak, consoles the afflicted, relieves suffering and 
restores dignity to those stripped of it, is a condition for a fully human life.’ 

We thank you, Lord, for all those who give their time to Caritas, … [name the groups 
present in the parish and in the municipality]. May their outstretched hand always be 
accompanied by the smile of the one who does more than just weigh his presence and 
the help he offers. A: 

5/ ‘In order to perform an act of worship acceptable to the Lord, we have to recognise that 
each person, even the poorest and most contemptible, is made in the image of God.’ 

Lord, as we go to partake of your Body and Blood, give us enough faith and audacity to 
dare to speak, smile and make fraternal gesture towards the people in need, through 
whom you will come to meet us. A: 

6/ …. 
 

Let us pray: Lord, may your Word never leave us unmoved, may it free us from our 
selfishness and indifference, may it continue to stimulate us to good so that the hands that 
sow death may be transformed into instruments of justice and peace for the whole world. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


