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EDITORIAL  

It is with great pleasure that the Ghana/Nigeria Provincial Me-

dia Team presents to you the last issue of this ‘Covid-19 year’. 

The previous number, issued at the peak of Covid-19, had cov-

ered largely how this pandemic was not only affecting the world 

but also our apostolate.  The experiences then shared, togeth-

er with what the general media was reporting were clearly 

showing that, the world was paralyzed. 

 Just as any other challenge that the world and the Mis-

sionaries of Africa have faced in the course of the years, we 

have had to stop and ask ourselves what next; so this end of 

November number gives a glimpse on how the world and the 

Missionaries have so far managed this challenge. Although the 

Covid-19 situation was not meant to be the only theme for this 

issue, most of the contributors have preferred to talk about it, 

since it is still current anyway. It is important to note that, from 

the content of various articles, we can sense that there is hope 

and that life seems to be continuing in its ‘new normal’ way. 

 Right from the beginning of this year, the Provincial Me-

dia Team resolved to keep the Ghana-Nigeria Link alive. How-

ever, the team is fully aware that, to be able to fulfill this resolu-

tion, we need the support from all the confreres, those working 

in and outside the Province. Reason why, on behalf of the 

team, I would like to thank all who have contributed in sending 

us the fruits of their reflections. I would like also to use this op-

portunity to make a humble appeal for more articles for the 

next publication, scheduled for the end of May 2021.  

 As I wish you a happy reading, allow me also to send 

you the compliments of the season, as the month of December 

is around the corner. May the blessings of Christmas accompa-

ny us in the New Year 2021. 

Jean-Claude Habimana, M.Afr. 
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Have you wondered why 

some people remain calm 

in the face of crisis, while 

others fall to pieces? 

Some people are able to 

go through the ups and 

downs/difficulties of life 

and are able to bounce 

back from crisis.  Indeed, 

Covid-19 caused and is 

still causing (with the new 

wave) many setbacks to 

peoples, institutions, or-

ganizations, nations, gov-

ernments etc. etc.  In our 

Link of May 2020, a lot 

was written about Covid-

19.  

A week ago, I was asked 

to give a recollection to 

our candidates at St. Martin of Tours formation house in Ejisu, 

and to celebrate the ceremony to receive the first years. I decid-

ed to take a reflection on RESILIENCE in times of crisis.  That 

“capacity to adapt to stressful life changes and to bounce back 

from hardship”. I knew that like any of us, most of our candi-

dates if not all experienced difficulties and disappointments. To 

encourage them, I looked for examples of courageous women 

and men in the Bible who demonstrated resilience during diffi-

cult times. In fact, the Bible contains many quotations on how to 

overcome hardship, temptation, and to persevere in the face of 

trials (James 1:12).  

 

Word from the Provincial  

John Aserbire ,The 

Provincial of GhN Province  
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It also gives us many examples of women and men who suf-

fered greatly but continued to follow God’s plan for their lives. 

Notable among them are Job and St. Paul. 

After losing everything, Job was in great agony of soul and 

body, yet he refused to curse the Lord or give up (Job 1:22). He 

knew that God was in control, and that knowledge helped him 

maintain resilience instead of giving in to defeat. His faith result-

ed in resiliency. Paul showed great resilience after his life-

changing encounter with Jesus (Acts 9). He was transformed 

from religious Pharisee to radical Christian. He was beaten, 

stoned, criticized, jailed, and nearly killed many times (2 Corin-

thians 11:24–27). In Lystra in Asia Minor, he was stoned, 

dragged out of town, and left for dead, but, when his enemies 

left, Paul simply got up and went back into the city (Acts 14:19–

20). Godly resilience enables us to pursue our mission, regard-

less of our crisis and suffering. 

The key to resiliency is faith in the Lord: “The Lord makes firm 

the steps of the one who delights in him; though he may stum-

ble, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his 

hand” (Psalm 37:23–24). St. Paul tells us, “We are hard 

pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 

despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down but not 

destroyed” (2 Corinthians 4:8–9). As Christians, we keep 

bouncing back. We keep moving in faith. 

One of the amazing things about resilience is that many of us 

did not realize how resilient we were until we looked back at dif-

ficult times in our lives and saw the simple fact that we made it 

through, that we learnt something and that we had enough faith 

to keep going. Marking the end of the Liturgical Year and begin-

ning, the new Season of Advent, I wish you the strength to re-

main positive, keep the faith and continue moving. Blessed time 

of Advent! 
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Community Experience of Covid 19 from 
Katakwi, Uganda 

 

 The experience of Covid-19 can be compared with that 

at the time of Noah, or that of Sodom and Gomorrah, where 

people were eating and drinking and going about their own 

things. This may sound as if we also were only going about eat-

ing and drinking and committing sins, but on the contrary, we 

were making our own plans and drawing up our own program of 

activities, how best to move things forward in the year 2020. 

 As a community we had already planned that Remi 

would go on holiday in June and come back probably in Sep-

tember and then Josephat would go. Our Stagiaire Yannick was 

everywhere singing the songs of Burkina, because he knew that 

soon he would be renewing his Declaration of Intent and say 

bye to Katakwi. Our Deacon was preparing himself so that, 

when he is called, he would go home for ordination. 

 That notwithstanding, our pastoral program was planned 

from February up to April, each one knew which outstation he 

would visit on such or such a date etc.  Our bigger pastoral pro-

jects were well planned and execution commenced: the con-

struction of the church, the fund raising, the youth apostolate 

program, the school building and a whole lot of goings and com-

ings. At the diocesan level the pastoral program was rolled out. 

In this agenda, the Bishop made it clear that we should all join 

hands to build the new cathedral and to strengthen the pastoral 

work at the grass roots, by bringing the sacraments close to the 

people. Consequently, this would protect our Christians from  

Community Members: Remi Nyengere PP, Josephat Di-

yuo Chaplain, Deacon Armel Somda, Bro. Yannick 

Ouedraogo, Stagiare. 
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being misled by Christians of other sects.Then all of a sudden, 

we started hearing of a sickness which had started in China and 

was spreading like village rumour.  Within a twinkle of an eye, 

we started hearing that this sickness was in Spain, Italy, France 

and Germany. At first, we thought to ourselves that this was a 

European sickness, and it would not reach us here. All this while 

we were still moving about doing good, and I am sure our plans 

and projects were still on. However, in a surprise and frightening 

turn of events, it looked as if the world was coming to an end or 

a standstill, as all activities were put on hold in Uganda and all 

our neighbouring countries.  

 I had gone to Soroti to do shopping. There an Indian 

shop keeper showed me a message on WhatsApp which was 

very frightening. The information from the message was that the 

virus was in Uganda and the cases were much higher than what 

we had heard on TV, even in the surrounding villages of Soroti. I 

was scared and got suspicious of everyone I was meeting that 

day, as if they had Covid-19. 

 Earlier in the year, we had the locusts’ invasion, which 

was also scary. I had read about the locust only in biology dur-

ing my secondary education, and the picture I had of locusts 

was nothing less than destruction, hunger and poverty. In the 

words of the commentators I would say: what a year? A year of 

surprises, a year of disappointments, a year of anxieties, a year 

of sorrows, yet in another sense a year of reassuring us of 

God’s constant presence in the journey of humanity.  

 In spite of all this confusion, we first tried to take precau-

tionary measures, by purchasing enough food and other neces-

sities for the house and also bought some sanitizers and masks 

to make sure we were protected. We keenly followed the news 

everyday to be updated on the pandemic in Uganda as well as 

in other countries. We were much concerned with Rome since  
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that is the seat of the Church, and Italy was one of the much-hit 

countries. And also, because our General Council is there, so 

many of our confreres study there and generally a lot of priests 

and religious live in Rome. We also sympathized with one an-

other’s countries. First it was Burkina, then Ghana and finally 

Malawi in terms of how the Covid cases were recorded. Most of 

all, we were all faithful to listen to the President of Uganda and 

his ministers as they guided the country on the lockdown. 

 All hope was not lost as we committed to prayer, asking 

God to intervene and let corona leave the face of the earth. We 

also encouraged the families to pray at home. Many of our 

Christians were saying the lockdown was the work of the devil 

to stop prayer, but we tried to help them take this as an oppor-

tunity to reinforce family prayer which is fast disappearing in 

many Christian families. We also encouraged them to see this 

pandemic as an opportunity to build the family bond and unity 

as many of them have not had this opportunity to be together for 

long. 

 On our side, we continued with daily Masses in our chap-

el where, united with all our Christians in spirit, we continued to 

pray for our Christians in their everyday challenges and espe-

cially for the world to defeat Covid. In the same vein, we asked 

for the wisdom of God to discern what message God has for us 

amidst this pandemic, so that we can learn and respond posi-

tively to God’s call. To reach out to all our Christians we also 

resorted to radio Masses as well as to give the gospel readings 

and reflections in Facebook and WhatsApp, in this way continu-

ing to nourish the spiritual life of our Christians.   

 We continued to visit the sick, and administer the sacra-

ments of anointing of the sick, the viaticum, and of reconcilia-

tion, and to give counselling in various degrees for those who 

came to the parish. I can say our Christians really stayed with  
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us during these trying times, as many of them were very much 

concerned about our upkeep. They came to greet us and find out 

how things were going; some came with food items; others with 

their offertory and tithes etc. to ensure that the parish would con-

tinue to run. 

 Also, we continued with those programs which were still 

possible such as the 3-class room block we were building in 

Kaikamosing outstation, the construction of the last ring beam of 

the church, the tiling and other finishing touches of the toilet in the 

church etc. More interestingly, we did some farming as a way of 

encouraging our people that if all other things have come to a 

stop, farming can go on, as we will still need to eat. Thus, we had 

a garden of pawpaws, vegetables, matoke, groundnuts etc. It 

made as busy and fit enough to fight the virus as we wait in joyful 

hope to harvest. We also engaged in sports: football, basketball 

etc with our youth to improve the body fitness too. 

 In addition, we planted some trees and flowers around the 

house and the new school. And plans are underway to plant trees 

around the newly constructed church. We give credit to our prede-

cessors who have planted a lot of trees around the parish, which 

we enjoy today in their absence; maybe if all of us did the same, 

the world would not suffer Covid-19 today.  

 In conclusion, we say, though the pandemic has devastated 

the world, there are so many good things the world can learn. 

Mostly, we need to think of the effects of many things we take de-

light in doing. We pray for all those who have died due to Covid-19 

and its affiliated causes. May they rest in peace and may the Lord 

save the world from this and other pandemics.    

 

 By Josephat Diyuo 
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 Nobody knows tomorrow”. Who could believe that the 

year 2020 was going to be destabilised by a deadly disease 

called coronavirus? Who could believe that people were going 

to experi-

ence social 

distancing 

and self-

quarantine? 

Who could 

believe that 

in 2020 

countries 

were going 

to experi-

ence a total 

or partial 

lockdown? 

Who could 

believe that 

in this year 

churches, 

markets, so-

cial gather-

ings and 

airports 

were going to be closed down, and the movement of people re-

stricted for many months? Who could believe that wearing of 

face masks was going to be introduced as part of our dress 

code in 2020? For the younger generation in the 21st century, 

this is an experience that has never been thought possible. For 

others, the year 2020 is a sinister year where the wickedness of  

Coronavirus Controversy 

The battle against Covid-19 
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some people led to the destruction of vital lives, households, en-

terprises, countries and livelihood. Yet for others, the controver-

sy of 2020 sends a signal that human beings should assume 

their rightful places as human beings, and leave God in his 

rightful place. Man is not God or thinks for him. 

 As, prior to leaving for Congo, I stayed back at home for 

about six months without having an active interaction with peo-

ple, as I watched information on the television on how Covid-19 

was devastating the world, as I listened to the cry of families 

who were being destroyed by the Covid-19 pandemic, as I 

watched the number of people being buried every day due to 

coronavirus pandemic, I asked myself what life is all about. I 

asked myself what life can be. I asked myself what the essence 

of life is all about. 

 The coronavirus pandemic imposed a deep reflection on 

the essence of life. Life is a precious entity received freely from  

God, and life is very precious and sacred. That is why one 

needs to take care of it.Yes, it is true. Covid-19 has destroyed 

the joy of the year 2020. It has been a natural massacre where 

lives, properties and economy have been destroyed. It has been 

a period where we need the words of  

 Psalm 121:1-2 to recomfort the broken hearted; “I lift up 

my eyes to the mountains, where does my help come from? My 

help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth”. That 

has been the prayer and the hope of the brokenhearted, the 

desperate and the less privileged who could not receive full 

medical attention. That has been the prayer of many presidents, 

religious leaders, medical personnel and other social activists 

whose professional interventions were not yielding them the de-

sired outcome. That has been the prayer coming from the depth 

of children’s hearts who saw their parents dying. That has been 

the prayer of family members who witnessed the burials of their  
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relatives, loved ones and friends, who had died in terrible condi-

tions. That has been the prayer of many people who had lost 

hope in their lives, who had lost almost all their relatives. That is 

a prayer that makes one go on one’s knees and cry out one’s 

heart. 

 As coronavirus imposed a natural suffering, other people 

worsened the suffering of people by manipulating the prices of 

the things they were selling. Some merchants fell in the fraudu-

lent merchandising practices that the prophet Amos condemned 

in his book (Amos 8:5-6) where merchants, in a great eagerness 

to profit from their clients, cheated their poor customers with bad 

products and dishonest scales. The poor had to comply with the 

unjust rise of the cost of products so as to survive. Some other 

people enriched themselves from the deplorable situation of the 

poor. False coronavirus medicines were fabricated and sold at 

high costs. In the name of the poor and those affected with 

Covid-19, many projects have been written and are being spon-

sored. Countries and individuals have received funds to help 

alleviate the situation of those who have been affected, but how 

many of these poor people and Covid-19 affected people have 

been helped, especially in Africa? Maybe, a handful. Personal 

Protective Equipment destined for fighting against Covid-19 has 

been sold out illegally by hospitals and in health centres. Pro-

jects that have been written and sponsored for the purpose of 

helping a given community to fight against coronavirus remain a 

utopia. Beneficiaries do not even know that their deplorable situ-

ation had been used by some people to search for money to en-

rich themselves.  

 As people of good heart tried to help fight against this 

pandemic, other people with the thirst of enriching themselves 

thwarted the efforts of these well-intended people.Coronavirus 

controversy. As cases of affected people keep on rising, that 

twists the hearts of many people to ask a litany of questions. 



 13 

 

Is coronavirus (though real) a political propaganda? Are some 

individuals and countries using the aid received from individuals, 

NGOs, groups and enterprises meant to fight Covid-19 for their 

own political rallies and personal propaganda?  

 Will a country be honest enough to publish to her citizens 

the total aid received from people and groups, and indicate 

clearly and truthfully how this aid has been utilized? Will it be a 

paper narration or an evidence that everyone can see? Covid-

19 has not only called us to show solidarity, but it has equally 

called our political leaders to be serious with the citizens of their 

countries, especially to enhance the health facilities in their 

countries. 2020 is an unforgettable year. 2020 is a revolutionary 

year. 2020 has opened another phase in world history. There is 

a reason for everything. May God welcome the departed souls 

due to Covid-19 into his kingdom, and implant in the heart of the 

living, the spirit of sincere solidarity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 By Fr. Bapuoh Paschal 
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 When the corona pandemic was at its highest peak, 

measures were put in place to stop its spread. The most impact-

ing measure was the one of the abolition of physical meeting 

which meant the closure of churches and suspension of church 

group meetings. A number of church groups responded by form-

ing social media platforms through which virtual meetings could 

be held. As for the church, the Ndola Diocese through the Cath-

olic Community Radio Station began to broadcast Mass every 

Sunday at 08:00 am to which the faithful were listening. But my 

family and I were having Mass celebration in our house which I 

used to preside. We were praying for the Covid-19 patients es-

pecially those in countries in which the infection and death rate   

Spiritual Growth in Times of Covid-19 
Pandemic 

By Christopher Nkandu 
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was high. This aroused my concern to learn through social me-

dia and missionary Confreres who were in contact with people, 

what was happening in those highly affected countries.  

 From the information I was getting, it was clear that the 

measures which were in place against Covid-19 did not immedi-

ately bring about striking effects. Covid-19 continued to spread 

like bush fire from one country to another. Myriads of people 

were infected and the number kept on increasing to the extent 

of overstretching all health and quarantine centres in many 

countries. The death rate was also terribly high, such that each 

morning, when people woke up, they were not sure if they 

would live to evening; and when night came, they could not 

dare promise themselves a new day. Consequently, many sank 

into despair and the only hope with which they remained was 

God’s intervention to rescue them. They cried to God for help, 

however, the aid did not seem to come; it was like their prayers 

werefalling on the deaf ears of God. There was even the temp-

tation for some people to doubt God’s love for his own people 

and his ability to control everything in the world.  

 However, God was working in their faiths and hearts in 

ways different from what they thought and expected, as their 

desires were different from God’s primary concern. They were 

like the four men who took trouble to take the poor paralytic into 

the room where Jesus was preaching, hoping that he would 

grant him physical healing. But to their surprise Jesus just remit-

ted his sins, for his main concern was spiritual not physical. The 

physical healing just came in to prove to the scribes who chal-

lenged him, that he had authority to forgive sins (Mark 2: 7-10). 

Similarly, God might not take the deadly Covid-19 in the manner 

people want, because in His sight the most dangerous pandem-

ic is not Covid-19 but sin which is more damaging and infects 

everyone in this world.  
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 Hence God’s primary concern was to move people’s 

hearts to embrace the ultimate cure of sin which was provided 

by the death and resurrection of his Son Jesus. This is the rea-

son why out of the apparently confusing and threatening situa-

tion of the Covid-19 pandemic, some goodness came out, 

which was noticed after the pandemic had been brought to a 

manageable level. In the face of their own mortality and death, 

people no longer gave in to the temptation of short term ends 

such as wealth). And those, who were also in delusion of hu-

man independence and self-sufficiency due to technological 

advancement and other factors, woke up to the reality of their 

frailty as they helplessly realized how a single virus was drain-

ing their physical strengths and robbing their beloved ones of 

precious lives. Consequently, the faith of many grew stronger to 

the extent of failing to be weakened by unanswered prayers 

and feelings of despair.  

The lesson that we Christians can learn from the above is that 

hardships may bring positive results when received with humili-

ty and when we recognize that what God gives, is still his; when 

he decides to take it back, he is not getting anything that be-

longs to us, he is just taking what is his, as everything belongs 

to him. With such conviction, we would develop an uncondition-

al faith in God, the kind of faith which makes us stand with the 

Lord and even if we feel forsaken by him, because he allows 

people to die, we still continue to put our trust in Him.  
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Use of sanitizers and Temperatures Face Masks have be-

come the new normal  in Churches  
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 What is the Minna Project? What is it all about? Is it a Di-

ocesan or a M.Afr. project? How will it be sustained? How can 

you start a project without funds? Who is sitting on the money 

meant for the project? Are the authorities really interested in it? 

These are some of the most frequently asked questions by the 

confreres and organizations when approached for one concern 

or the other. It shows that many people are yet to understand 

the scope of this Project in the Ghana/Nigeria Province. This 

article intends to answer some of these queries.  

Purpose of Minna Project  

 There are two main purposes for the Minna Project. First-

ly, it is to build facilities to take care of our own internal Mission-

aries of Africa needs. Secondly, in a wider context, it wishes to 

dedicate our ministries to the youth and the less privileged peo-

ple, in collaboration with St Luke’s Parish and the Diocese of 

Minna. The following buildings for specific services are to be re-

alised: a Residence House for the confreres working in the ar-

ea; a Youth Centre to be used for ‘Come and See programs’, 

and also for M.Afr., parish and diocesan activities like retreats, 

seminars on ecumenism and interreligious dialogue, workshops 

on JPIC etc; a Hospitality Block to welcome confreres on home-

leave, who need to  process documents, or who are sick or just 

passing by; a Skills Acquisition Centre to offer courses in cater-

ing and hotel management, tailoring and garment cutting, hair-

dressing, computer, metal fabrication and welding, carpentry 

and joinery, animal and fish rearing, shoe and belt making, soap 

making, beads making, and vegetable gardening; a Chapel for 

confreres’ different celebrations like birthdays and jubilees; and 

a Sports Complex for youth activities (football, lawn tennis,  

Minna Project 
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volleyball, basketball).  

Project Work Done  

 The Missionaries of Africa bought the total land of four (4) 

hectares on 25th October 2018. The land is two or three block-

fenced. A borehole was dug on 26th January 2019 offering an 

excellent supply of water. The paper work is fully done. We 

have the agreement of sale (30/10/18); the power of attorney 

(30/10/18); the declaration by the Village Head and the District 

Head; the customary certificate of occupancy registration, No. 

TLG:LAND:6270:17:1 (4/02/19). The plan and structural draw-

ings have got official Architects Registration. They also have 

been approved by the Local Government Council and State 

Land and Building (Town Planning).  

 The land is divided into four zones. 1st Zone, between 

the federal road and the Gyedna Vocational Centre, is meant for 

the sports complex. The youth of St Luke Catholic Parish are 

already using it. 2nd Zone, between the sports fields and the 

M.Afr. Residential Area, locates 2 blocks: the Youth Training 

Centre will offer the possibility of comfortable lodging for up to 

24 people in 12 self-contained rooms; it has 5 offices, 2 class-

rooms, a general store, kitchen, multipurpose hall and a dining 

room. The Skills Acquisition Centre has a training hall, 2 offices, 

a store room and 2 toilets. This Zone 2, that is the Youth Train-

ing Centre and the Skills Acquisition Centre, is what we call the 

Gyedna Vocational School. The process of Federal Government 

Registration and Partnership has commenced through the Local 

Government Chairman and Social Welfare Department. 3rd 

Zone, at the end of the plot, would be the area for the use of the 

Missionaries of Africa. There will be a Fathers’ Residence 

(which will be a storey building) with 12 bedrooms, a dining Hall, 

Kitchen, 2 Sitting room, 5 storerooms, and 2 visitors’ toilets. The 

Laundry Centre or Service Block has 2 conveniences and 3  
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laundry rooms, big enough even after the hospitality centre gets 

occupied. The Hospitality Centre will have 12 rooms, 3 offices, 6 

toilets for visitors, a kitchen, sitting room and dining room. The 

Chapel has a comfortable seating capacity for 250 people, big 

sacristy, sound control room and 3 toilets. 4th Zone, along the 

valley, is an area where some gardens, fruit trees and fish tanks 

will be located to generate the food needed by the Centre and 

allow some practical youth farming to be developed. The land of 

4354.50sqm was bought on 11/06/2019 for the Parish, which is 

300 metres away from our compound, and being in existence 

since November 2018. 

Project Phases 

 All cannot be done at once, nor is it advisable to do so. 

As such, as the project relies on external funds, it will take a 

long time to be completed. Thus, in the making of the project a 

few phases have been differentiated. First Phase: in this phase 

the basics needed to start functioning are to be established. It 

includes: planting of trees along the perimeter of the plot; fenc-

ing the land; piping to assure water supply; connecting wire for 

electricity supply; levelling and cleaning the grounds for the 

sports fields (football, basket); building the Missionaries of Africa 

Residence and the Services block; building the Skills Training 

Centre; building the Youth Centre; prepare the grounds for gar-

dening (vegetables and fruit trees) and fish tanks. Second 

Phase: as funds become available, the building of the Hospitali-

ty Block for the Missionaries of Africa and other religious will be 

considered. Third Phase: when the circumstances are right, the 

Chapel will be built.  

Financing the Project 

 Days are far-gone when provinces or confreres used to 

put up structures or establish projects single-handedly. Financ-

ing the project nowadays can only be achieved through  
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 communal efforts with common goals. To a larger extent it de-

pends on the creativity and innovativeness of the Project Coor-

dinator and the cooperation of the authorities. The fact of open-

ing our project’s buildings and services to the local community, 

attending to the needs of the local youth, of the Parish and of 

Diocesan groups, offers us the possibility to apply to external 

donors for the funds needed to put up those facilities.   

 Thus, the financing needed for the building of the premis-

es is linked to the use given to the different services. Those des-

tined to care for the youth and other related activities (sports 

grounds, gardens, fish tanks, youth centre, skill training centre, 

multipurpose hall) would be financed with external sponsor-

ships, applying for it to both national and international donor or-

ganisations. Those destined to the exclusive use of the M.Afr. 

(Fathers’ residence, hospitality centre, and services block) 

would be covered by the Province (T.G.). The General Council 

has approved the building plans and cost estimates for the resi-

dence house and services block on 29th February 2020 but we 

could not commence the constructions due to Covid-19. 

 The running expenses of the youth centre would be cov-

ered in as much as possible by the income generated by the 

centre, though it is foreseen that some activities, especially 

those of the skill training centre will need regular external spon-

sorship. The project’s sustenance will rely on the cooperation/

partnership with the Government of Niger State and other or-

ganizations.  

Management  

 When things get better and the stability of confreres is 

established, the management will need to be divided between 

the Parish Priest and the Project’s Coordinator. For the running 

of the centre the collaboration of the Sisters of the Poor Hand-

maid of Jesus Christ (PHJC) shall be sought.    
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Conclusion 

 St. Paul said, ‘I planted, Apollos watered the plant, but 

God made it grow’ (1 Corinthians 3:6). We are at the visible 

stage of planting (Paul), but the time for watering (Apollos) and 

watching the growth (God) is still invisible though we could see 

some glimpses in what is happening around us. We are to put 

our hands together as well-meaning children of Charles Cardi-

nal Lavigerie. I plead, on behalf of the Ghana/Nigeria Province 

and the people of Gyedna Village, that you support this project 

in any possible way, for when we cooperate, we will achieve 

more, not only for the better future of the less privileged women 

and youth of Gyedna but also for our confreres. We shall great-

ly appreciate any contribution or recommendation you shall 

make towards the realisation of this viable project. I heartedly 

congratulate the authority at different levels for the support, and 

the organizations and provinces that have donated something 

for Gyedna Vocational School. With St. Paul I say, ‘Let us do 

good without being discouraged; in due time we shall reap the 

reward of our constancy’ (Galatians 6:9) as a family of Lavi-

gerie. Jesus Christ encourages us that, ‘Whenever you did this 

to these little ones who are my brothers and sisters, you did it to 

me’ (Matthew 25:40). I pray, that God grant us the grace to do 

whatever is within our power for the 

sake of Christ in the little ones.  

 

 

 

 

By Virgilius Kawama 

ghn.nga.vsp@mafr.org 
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 In its early days, the Corona Virus appeared not only to 

be scaring but also so destructive, to the extent that those of us 

who did not experience the first and second world wars, or any 

other calamities of the sort, would have thought that it was the 

end of the world. I am now convinced that, although it is still 

claiming precious lives and that some business and many other 

aspects of our normal lives have not fully recovered, Covid-19 is 

definitely not the one putting an end to this world, however 

much it may refrain its development.  

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has confirmed 

that Covid-19 is going to be our long-time companion. And to 

me this means that we just need to know how to journey with 

our new companion. Already on the same journey Covid-19 has 

taught us new ways of worshipping our God, new ways of greet-

ing each other, new ways of travelling and holding meetings, 

etc. But in no way will it stop us from moving on with life. In one 

of his national addresses, the President of the Republic of Gha-

na, his Excellency Nana Akufo-Addo, said: “we will not allow 

Corona Virus to determine our future.” And I completely concur 

with his statement. It is no doubt that the effects of Covid-19 are 

still there, and may last longer than we expect, but I think that, 

when each person will determine the best future he or she wish-

es to achieve, Covid-19 will just be another boat in an ocean full 

of boats moving in the same direction.  

 Social life, the economy and the spiritual life have to be 

approached in a different way, but they will have to continue. To 

my little experience here at St. Joseph Bolga-Soe Parish in the 

Navrongo-Bolgatanga Diocese, prayer meetings of maximum  

Coronavirus is not the end of the World! 
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two hours seem to be more appreciated than the former long 

Eucharistic celebrations. Could this not probably be sending a 

message to the world that what is needed is quality and not 

quantity prayer? More and more, meetings and learning sys-

tems are taking place online. This might still be a challenge es-

pecially in places where network coverage is not so well estab-

lished. However, if care is taken to develop this area, it will ab-

solutely be of help in time and finance saving.  

 In its attempt to paralyze social life, Covid-19 has put on 

hold a number of ceremonies and relaxation occasions. Never-

theless, slowly we are learning that we can also hold some 

events in a more responsible way, and they will still serve their 

purpose. It is just a matter of opening our eyes and looking 

around. A number of marriages have been contracted during 

this period. Most of the football championships, if not all of them, 

have been resumed and completed during this period. Some 

touristic sites are putting up measures to start welcoming people 

once again. Intercontinental and international movements are 

underway now, etc. All these and many more are clear signs 

that life is determined to defeat Covid-19.  

 In as much as I disagree with so many people, who have 

decided to take the different Covid-19 measures for granted, I 

still think that life has to go on. And it is only by the commitment 

of each and every one to live in accord with the rules and regu-

lations of the ‘new normal’, that we shall achieve our goal, which 

is that of keeping life moving forward. Looking around on what is 

happening in some countries, where Corona Virus funds have 

become a source of income for some government officials, I 

don’t think, it will be wrong to say that it is no longer time to look 

to our governments for an efficient help. Again, it should be 

clear that I do not wish to undermine what government leaders 

have done so far. What I am trying to stress is the fact that what 

is needed more is personal responsibility. And if we all take it to  
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By Jean Claude Habimana 

ourselves to fight the Corona Virus, each in his own way, we 

shall surely prove that this virus is not the end of the world. 
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Few mortals humbly turn away 

from crowns as they're sym-

bols of power and fame, 

Even some who deserve them 

not, hopefully and proudly 

yearn for one. 

And once on their ambitious 

and shameless heads a crown 

Is placed, 

They wish with all their might 

and arrogance to have it for 

eternity. 

Then suddenly an unknown 

crown descends on the world 

and quickly becomes omni-

present, 

Simple but durable and power-

ful enough for all to behold with 

awe. 

Its origin remains a mystery 

and controversy that baffles 

the world's learned, 

The powerful and ambitious 

prefer to find reasons why it 

should come near them not. 

 

 

 

 

 

A crown of power that defeated 

the strongest in this world of 

merciless competition, 

Though the powerful were ever 

prepared for any threat that 

might rear its ugly head. 

Surprisingly all the defense 

mechanisms scrupulously put 

in place quickly crumbled, 

When this simple but powerful 

crown suddenly beckoned the 

fight to begin. 

Few mortals are humble 

enough to accept failure in 

good faith, 

As most will deny their failure 

or blame it on others to justify 

their pain. 

The powerful feel continuous 

humiliation as the weak seem 

to fare better, 

Human knowledge has won-

derfully travelled great lengths 

over the centuries, 

 

 

 

The Mysterious Crown 
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And so mere mortals now seem 

to think there exists nothing be-

yond our knowing. 

Heights of knowledge humanity 

has reached as we defy the 

near impossible inventions, 

But alas, some simplest of 

things remain elusive as the 

best brains struggle to under-

stand. 

Oh what a dreadful crown! 

Many believers have lost the 

little faith they still had in God, 

And even the faithful of Science 

Almighty trust their rigorous 

findings no more. 

What a confusion as conspira-

cy theories about the Crown’s 

origin abound unrestrained, 

And so it often is when the very 

foundations of social life are 

made to wobble uncontrolled. 

Brother now suspects brother 

of secretly having the Crown 

and sister runs from sister for 

safety, 

As togetherness has been or-

dered out through the window 

by the Crown and separation 

installed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oh what a life! Mutual isolation 

sits in the place of Collabora-

tion as blame game takes con-

trol, 

Oh how long will it take before 

one may dare trust again the 

society in which one must live? 

Oh mysterious Crown! What life 

lessons do you wish to give us 

by crowning us with doubts? 

Though we always trust and 

count on our abilities, you have 

succeeded in hurting our pride.  

We toil all day long, trying to 

get you out of our lives and yet 

you insist on sticking around, 

As though you are the only one 

who seems to know when we 

shall see the end of the tunnel. 

Almighty Corona! Where did  

you come from and when do 

you intend to bid us farewell? 

Bitter lessons from you we 

have learnt; henceforth we will 

treat life with more gratitude. 

Our arrogance and greed you 

have laid bare for all to behold 

through your humbling pres-

ence, 
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Now we beseech you to return 

to your princely domain as we 

pick up the pieces of our life.  

By Nicholas Aayire 
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 In a world where lack of employment has become a ma-

jor concern especially for young people, self-employment 

seems to be the only solution. Things are different with young 

men and women who have skills in one area or another, they 

easily settle down. This is unlike many college or university 

graduates of the so-called white-collar jobs. The public and civil 

sectors seem not to have enough space to absorb those gradu-

ates. This is true in many African countries, and Nigeria is not 

an exception. In fact, the situation is even worse in Nigeria. It is 

sad to find young people, highly qualified with one or two de-

grees yet jobless. In a situation like this, one needs to be crea-

tive in order to survive, and learning vocational skills is one of 

those innovative solutions.  

 In our case, more reasons guided our decision to start a 

youth empowerment program in our parish. To begin with, we 

realized that many young people do not even go far with educa-

tion; mainly they just complete universal basic education. Only 

very few go to college or university. In addition, we realized that 

farming seems to be the only way of earning a living. Almost all 

our parishioners are small-scale farmers. But what happens 

when there is a low harvest? And nowadays, global warming 

has made farming very unpredictable. The rainfall pattern has 

changed a lot; we are experiencing erratic rains, often coupled 

with floods. Clearly, this raises a need for the youth of our par-

ish to have alternative means of living to farming, something of 

a fallback plan that can enable them to survive in case of an un-

successful farming season. In connection with farming, there is 

also another big problem that is affecting our parishioners.  

Youth Empowerment ; a Voice from   
St Luke’s Parish, Minna 
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Unfortunately, they are selling lands anyhow, this is very sad 

given that without land one cannot farm.  

 This trend prompted us to start something for our parish-

ioners through the Justice and Peace group. We believed that 

vocational skills training could be very helpful in a situation like 

this. As a beginning, we thought of a training in four skills: soap 

making, shoe making, hair dressing and barbering. More than 

thirty young people enrolled for the training, which was orga-

nized for six weeks. To a great extent, it has been a success, 

even if we have also a litany of setbacks. The obvious one is 

the coronavirus pandemic; we had to suspend the training be-

fore we restarted it in August. The major challenge so far has 

been finance; if we had more financial support, we would have 

given starter-up packages to the students at the end of their 

training, so that they could easily settle down. Moreover, there 

is a need to extend the duration of the training to at least six 

months or one year so that the trainees can have more time to 

learn and practice. With what we have seen, we have a strong 

belief that vocation skills are what our youth need to settle 

down properly. It empow-

ers them and gives them 

hope to work for their own 

independence. What is 

needed now, are more re-

sources which will improve 

the quality and also the de-

livery of the training. More 

importantly, this will ensure 

that the trainees are receiv-

ing quality skills that will 

enable them to be more 

skillful and very valuable in 

their services.  

 

 

 

 

By John William Nkhoma 
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 Shoe Making and Hair dressing  Lessons 
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 Barbing and Soap Making Lessons 
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When in the 

middle of Janu-

ary, the first in-

formation about 

the outbreak of 

Coronavirus in 

the Chinese city 

of Wuhan 

reached Ghana, 

we were saying 

“Oh China is far 

away, here in 

Ghana there’s 

no danger, we 

are safe!”. Yet a 

few weeks later, 

precisely on the 

10th of March, 

no one was 

speaking like 

that anymore, 

as the first cas-

es of Covid-19 

started to be 

recorded in Ghana, although still at that time we hoped that 

maybe it would be possible to stifle the virus. Yet a week later 

the President, Nana Akuffo Ado, appeared on TV announcing 

that due to the increasing number of contaminations certain  

Covid-19 Time, Formation Time 

Fr. Jacek Wróblewski, Ejisu 
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tough sanitary measures were introduced, besides the closing of 

the borders together with the closing of schools, universities, 

churches and mosques.  

       Of course, these restrictions affected also our life at St. 

Martin of Tours. First of all the classes at the Spiritan University 

were suspended. All external pastoral activities were also can-

celled. Our Sunday Mass which was always attended by a cer-

tain number of people from outside was restricted to the mem-

bers of the community only. In our compound at crucial points 

the veronica buckets, sanitizers, soap and paper towels ap-

peared. We tried to get a stock of facial masks, so that every 

member of the community could get at least two of them. 

        Since the classes at SUC (Spiritan University College) 

were called off and in order to avoid a possible boredom among 

our students, we elaborated an alternative in-house program 

with different sessions, workshops and classes. Even at that 

time we hoped that maybe after Easter the situation would come 

back to normal. Yet pretty quickly we realized that it wouldn’t be 

the case, as on the 22nd of March the President introduced a 

complete lock-down in the Ashanti Region. In that situation, 

even our workers were obliged to stay at home. It was only our 

chief cook Patricia who, provided with a special pass from the 

Rector, could come to work. So, practically our seminarians 

were the ones, to take care of the running of the house: in the 

kitchen, in the garden, in the piggery, in the laundry, around the 

compound. Everything was well organized. With a great satis-

faction I was observing the enthusiasm which accompanied our 

students who were executing all the different tasks. The time of 

lock-down helped many of them to reveal or to discover their tal-

ents in the kitchen or at the sewing machine. In the evenings, 

those musically talented were meeting to compose songs which 

to a big extent were expressing their feelings of uncertainty and  
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of hope. Easily an album could be made out of the songs which 

were composed by them during that time. 

     Then Easter came. This year in many places around the 

world this biggest Christian feast of all was stripped of its tradi-

tional joy. We were lucky and privileged and very happy as we 

could celebrate the whole Easter Triduum in a modest but due 

form. On Easter evening we were even able to organize a silent 

Easter Party. 

     In May the lock-down was lifted. Life seemed to be back to 

normal. Our workers came back to work. Yet the situation at 

SUC didn’t change – no classes. Therefore we came back to 

our in house classes. A month later in June, the positive news 

was announced that the final year students were allowed to go 

back to the universities and finish their studies. The Rector of 

SUC in a very smart manner organized things the way that ac-

tually all the students, including our seminarians, could resume 

classes and write their exams. Like that on the 20th of July we 

were able to finish this unusual academic year. Two days later 

the seminarians could start their short 3 weeks holidays. Those 

from Ghana went home. Those from Nigeria, as the borders 

were still closed at that time, went to our Missionaries of Africa 

Communities in the north of Ghana. Here we express a great 

appreciation to our confreres for having accommodated our 

young Nigerian brothers and allowed them to feel that it was 

indeed a holiday time. Of course, those boys would have pre-

ferred to spend this time with their families at home in Nigeria, 

yet they accepted this “alternative” form of holidays with a lot of 

understanding.  

       We started the new academic year 2020/21 on the 15th of 

August. Yet from the very first day we had to adjust our pro-

gram as 1/3 of the community wasn’t there. Anyway, I believe 

that during these last months we all have learnt how to be  
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humble and realistic when it comes to making programs or 

plans, because we have seen how quickly all of them can be 

jeopardised by the reality created by the Coronavirus. 

       When I look back at this special period in the life of our 

community, I could admit that all the same it was an enriching 

time from the formation point of view. It was a time of faith, of 

hope, of patience, of mutual support and solidarity. We had a 

lot of opportunities to practice them all during that peculiar time. 

And it can be said that thanks to this unusual experience we 

could live something what Cardinal Lavigerie was talking about: 

“esprit de corps”, a very strong spiritual, emotional and physical 

bond. 

 Life continued at Ejisu during the lockdown 
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Echoes from Official GhN Meetings 

1. New Provincial Council 

 An important event in the Province was the appointment 

for a second mandate as GhN Provincial of John Aserbire. We 

wish him all the best. This necessitated also to set in place a 

new Provincial Council. Just to refresh our memory, here is the 

composition of the P.C. for 2020-2023: John Aserbire 

(Provincial); for the Nigeria Sector: Emmanuel Mambwe 

(reappointed as Provincial Delegate), Gilbert Rukundo and 

Pierre Chanel Ulama; for the Ghana Apostolic Areas: Ejisu-

Kumasi: Christopher Chileshe; Tamale: Hilaire Paluku and 

Pierre Songre; Navrongo-Bolgatanga: Pierre Boro and Wa Pe-

ter Nyirenda. The substitutes are respectively: John William 

Nkhoma; Prosper Harelimana; Gaspard Cirimwami; Yosef 

Giday and Damien Watine. The Provincial Treasurer, John 

Abobo, and the Provincial Secretary, André Schaminée, also 

attend the Provincial Council Meetings, but not as elected 

members. 

Old Provincial Council of GhN Province  
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New and Old Members  in the Povincial Coun-

cil Meeting of November , 2020 
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2. Provincial Council Meeting of June , 2020 

 First of all, the Provincial Council Meeting that had been 

planned for April, had been postponed to June.  it took place 

from 9th to 12th June in Tamale. The Councillors from Nigeria 

were not able to travel to Tamale, but were all the same present 

through Zoom!! Vitus Abobo made sure that they were not only 

visible but also audible. We even “zoomed” with Stan Lubungo, 

our Superior General, who at that time was on a “forced holiday” 

in Ouagadougou!! 

3. Appointments  of Confreres and Stagiares  

 New confreres from outside the Province have moved to 

GhN, four priests and four stagiaires. These are the young 

priests: Niyondaga Louis Second Defour from Burundi ap-

pointed to Bolgatanga/Soe; Edmond Ouedraogo from 

Burkina Faso appointed to Ejigbo; Issa Iluba Norbert from 

DRC appointed to Kuduru-Minna and Wanok Vincent de 

Paul Jacan from DRC appointed to Bunkpurugu. The four 

new stagiaires are: Paminéwendé Wilfrid from Burkina Fa-

so appointed to Agbowo; Hakizimana Gérard from Burundi 

appointed to Savelugu; Bahati Muhindo Ephrem from DRC 

appointed to Bunkpurugu; and Kambale Ndaliko Josaphat 

from DRC appointed to Wa. We wish them all a very fruitful 

apostolate and the great joy in their missionary life! 
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4. Ordinations  

 Markos Addise Hbiso had moved to Ibadan to become 

the new Sector Treasurer from 1st July, as the mandate of 

his predecessor, Piet de Bekker had come to an end. Mar-

kos will also be member of the Postulancy Staff.  

 Gaspard Cirimwami, the former Parish Priest, was ap-

pointed to St. Benedict’s in Wa, while continuing his ser-

vices of JPIC-ED.  

 Hilaire Paluku had already taken over as the Ghana Voca-

tion Director, with as place of residence Morin House. 

Serge Boroto, his predecessor, left for Kinshasa, and after 

having obtained the needed visa, will move to Belgium for a 

few years of study in the field of communications.  

 Tewelde has been moved to Savelugu 

 Stagiaire John Atugonza has been moved to Savelugu,  

 Christopher Nkandu is now the Parish Priest of Savelugu  

 Pierre Songre is to take on the Muslim-Christian Dialogue 

Centre in Tamale. 

 We congratulate congratulated five new confreres

(Anthony Ezenweke, Paschal Ewuntomah, Richard 

Abobopuo, Edward Akanlu and Nelson Ekeh),who recently 

received the ordination to the Priesthood. Also they have re-

ceived their first appointment from the Superior General: An-

thony to EAP; Paschal to PAC; Nelson to EAP; Edward to 

PAO. The fifth one, Richard, after having waited in vain for 

more than a year to get a visa for Ethiopia, has now been ap-

pointed by the General Council to PAC. Congrats to all our 

brothers, and have a good start!!! 
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Ordination of  Anthony and Nelson in Awka Arch 

Diocese, Anambra State, Nigeria 
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Ordinations of  Richard, Edward and Paschal in  

Ghana 
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5. Call to Oath  

 Two candidates at the Abidjan Formation Centre, were 

called to the Missionary Oath and the Diaconate. They are: 

Aondoer Chia Cyprian and Ijege Ohobu Peter.  

 Eight Candidates, completing the Spiritual Year, were per-

mitted to make their Declaration of Intent and to be ad-

mitted to the Order of Reader. They are: Ankuka, Peter 

Jan; Dashe Henri; Asampana Bernard Adua; Abanga 

Julius Abariche; Sombanaa Cornelius; Ehiesimua Pius 

Elosikhe, Obeng Fosu Pius and Dakorah Evans Kuusa-

nyiri.  

6. New Missions  

 Ejigbo in Nigeria: The confreres from Osogbo in Nigeria, 

as true missionaries, left the comfort of their house in Osog-

bo and moved to a new nearby mission territory, called Ejig-

bo. We wish Pierre Chanel Ulama and Georges Kambembo 

God’s abundant blessings in their new venture.  

 Nakpanduri Rectorate In Ghana: Work continued unabat-

edly in Nakpanduri, to make it ready to become a new Rec-

torate in the Navrongo-Bolgatanga Diocese. The buildings 

needed a thorough renovation, while the necessary furniture 

was produced by confrere Trevor Robinson in his work-

place. In early September the two confreres foreseen for the 

new Rectorate, Joseph Giday and Venant Bukuru, moved 

from Bunkpurugu to Nakpanduri. 
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We remember in gratitude the following relatives of our confreres 

who have gone to their eternal reward. We thank God for their lives 

and offer our condolences to those who mourn their death. 

05th June:  Jean-Robert Thociba, the Dad of Jean-Paul Unen-

can (former Stagiaire). 

17th June:  Allan Targett, Brother of Mike Targett, age 89. 

07th July:  Elizabeth Shehu, Grand-Mother of Victor Shehu, 

age 97 

27th August: Richard Ayenaam, Nephew of Cletus Atindaana 

(stationed in Mali) through a road accident 

07th September: the Aunt of our candidate Tsebee Joseph Faeren, 

who was as a mother to him after he had lost both natural parents. 

09th September: the Stepmother of Paul Donnibe (stationed in 

Kasamwa, Tanzania. She died in Sunyani. 

13th September: Lokrit Shehu, paternal Uncle of Victor Shehu. He 

died in Nigeria. 

14th September: Cyprian Ndiukwu, paternal Cousin of Toby Ndi-

ukwu (stationed in Bobo Dioulasso, Burkina Faso). He died in Imo 

State, Nigeria 

20th September: Kabwe Mubanga, Brother of John Mubanga. He 

died in Baluba-Kitwe, Zambia. 

23rd November: Elder brother of Serge Boroto, Oscar Boroto. He 

died in Burundi, age 67. 

24th November: Sister of Amani, Furaha Kakenga. She died in Goma, 

Dr Congo, age 20. 

26th November: Father of Clement Tuureh, Alfred Tuureh. He died in 

Wa, Ghana  

May they all rest in peace with the Lord of Life! 

Obituaries 
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 2020, a year full of challenges and changes, a year 

marked by surprises and resiliencies due to the Covid 19, this 

special year will also remain marked in the annals of the Sector 

of Nigeria as the year where its community formerly of Ogo Olu-

wa moved to Ejigbo after the Sector Assembly held in Ogo Olu-

wa. Thus said, in this article I will present succinctly Ejibgo and 

after that I will talk about our hopes, and our pastoral fields.      

The Milieu  

Located in Yorubaland, Ejigbo is about 40 kilometres from 

Osogbo, the capital city of Osun State in Nigeria. The town has 

a traditional ruler, the Oba Ologuro, who is ruling over the land 

and has influence on the cultural and socioeconomical lives of 

his subjects. His palace is located at the centre of the town, a 

significant place in Ejigbo, where also the traditional market, a 

bank, the immigration office and the huge central mosque are 

found. 

Ejigbo is a cosmopolitan town, the majority of its population are 

Yoruba; Ibo and Hausa people are also present; some Beni-

nese, Togolese and Ivorians cohabit in a peaceful way. On the 

streets of Ejigbo the language spoken is mainly Yoruba and on-

ly rarely English. Due to the economic exchanges and travelling 

between the French speaking countries surrounding Nigeria and 

Ejigbo, Ivory Coast especially, Ejigbo is, at least partly, a franco-

phone area, as many people there also speak French. 

The main occupation of the Ejigbo people is farming; their fields 

are not far from the town; they prefer to dwell in the town. Many 

of the harvest products like yam, cassava, maize, palm oil and 

even smoked fish can be freshly found on the market day which 

 occurs every Saturday.  

Missionaries of Africa in Ejigbo 
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Apart from farming, the second major occupation is business, 

and along the streets, the shops of tailors and sellers cannot be 

passed unnoticed. Many of the people in Ejigbo are Muslims 

and Christians; as noted before, the Muslims have a huge and 

imposing Mosque in the middle of the town, and there are ko-

ranic and Islamic schools and, some houses even, have private 

and small mosques.  

A group Picture after a handing-over Mass at Ogo-Oluwa 

The Church at Ejigbo 

The House rented by  Confreres in Ejigbo 
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The Baptist Church is on the increase on the Christian side, and 

they have many big churches, secondary Grammar schools and 

hospitals. African traditional religion has believers too in Ejigbo; 

each year they organise a festival named Orisa Ogiyan. The 

Catholic Church has a school, San Francesco College, which is 

under the management of the Franciscan Sisters, and a Parish 

called saint Thomas the Apostle which was handed over to the 

Missionaries of Africa.     

 October 14th 2020 marked the official move of the Mis-

sionaries of Africa community of Ogo Oluwa to Ejigbo. Our com-

munity is composed of three members, Father Pierre Chanel, 

the Parish Priest, Father Georges Kambembo, the Curate and 

Brother François Bwana Nyembo, the Stagiaire. We are renting 

a house which has two flats and seven bed rooms at ten 

minutes’ drive from the Saint Thomas church, The Parish has 

four outstations, Saint Peter at Oko, a village located in Oyo 

State, Saint Michael at Oguro, Saint Patrick in Inisha and Holy 

Cross in Ara along the way to Ejigbo.  

The Importance of Ejigbo for the Missionaries of Africa  

 The project concerning our move to Ejigbo started in 

2017. At that time our confreres working in Ogo Oluwa, Osogbo, 

were helping on some Sundays for Masses at the Saint Thomas 

the Apostle Parish. In March 2019 Ejigbo was privileged to Wel-

come two members of the General Council, the Superior Gen-

eral Father Stanley Lubungo and his Assistant Father Martin 

Grenier, who actually were very impressed and saw in the place 

our ‘home’. The Ghana-Nigeria Province, therefore, worked 

hard and hand in hand with the Catholic Diocese of Osogbo to 

make this dream a reality and prepare for our move to Ejigbo. 

Being an old town and semi-rural, and by its melting pot of cul-

tures, languages and religions, Ejigbo is an excellent place to 

live out the charisms of our Society.  
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 Concerning Primary Evangelisation, all the outstations 

are more or less in the rural zones, where the need of cate-

chising is very much present, and therefore the training of cat-

echists is of capital importance. In some villages, we need to 

bring the Catholics together in Small Christian Communities, 

as it has been reported that in certain places some of our peo-

ple were joining other churches due to the lack of a perma-

nent, available and active presence of priests; it is hoped that 

by our new apostolic approach and visits to their homes, they 

will feel again part of the Family of God and come back. 

 In Ejigbo, there is plenty of scope for Encounter and In-

terreligious Dialogue because of the large number of Muslims 

and members of different Christian churches. As these have a 

great social and spiritual impact on the lives of the people, the 

promotion of dialogue with them can only be for the betterment 

of all. Indeed, we should battle together, as people who belong 

to one and the same human family, against unemployment, 

deal with the management of wastes, and work together for 

the improvement of infrastructures and ways of communica-

tion. The youth, being the present and future of the Church 

and the Nation, need special attention and care; our youth 

ministry and the Justice and Peace and Integration of Creation 

office must find ways and means to empower and reach out to 

the youth in Ejigbo, now exposed to exploitation and tempta-

tions of many kinds. It is in this land, full of hopes, that we are 

called to work. Once again, we appreciate and thank greatly 

the Confreres and all those who contributed to the realisation 

of this project; may your efforts be rewarded in Jesus’ Name, 

Amen! 

Francois Bwana Nyembo 

Stagiaire in Ejigbo  
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 Marseille is the second largest city in France. It is lo-

cated on the Mediterranean coast, in the south, with a moder-

ate climate; it is also the sunniest larger city in the country 

and is a popular travel destination all year round. Its history 

dates back to 600 BC. Ancient streets, castles, churches and 

museums are still in existence. Today, Marseille hosts many 

famous football matches, ‘Olympics of Marseille’ (L’OM) and 

international sporting events and many others at the sports 

stadium, popularly known as ‘Velo Drome’. One can't visit 

Marseille without visiting some sight attracting areas and try-

ing some of its local specialties, like bouillabaisse and Pastis. 

If you want to leave with a nice souvenir, Marseille is famous  

Pastoral Experience in Marseille in the 
Period of Coronavirus 

By Stephen Beru  
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for its soap, which simply bears the name Marseille.  

 In the city centre of Marseille, you spot the ‘Notre-

Dame de la Garde’ basilica, perched majestically at the top of 

the highest hill. It was built between 1853 and 1864 and the 

huge church is dominated by an impressive golden statue of 

the Virgin Mary. Cardinal Lavigerie consecrated the Altar of 

the Basilica and made several visits to the basilica to pray be-

fore embarking on his journey to Algeria.   

 As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, so 

do the risks we face. No country, region or individual is safe in 

an outbreak of disease, such as the Coronavirus, which we 

are facing in the current situation. Marseille like many other 

regions in France noted for its famous tourist attractions has 

been hit hard with the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic 

has not stopped at national borders. It has affected people re-

gardless of nationality, level of education, income or gender 

as well as race. The worst affected people in Marseille in 

terms of economics, education etc. are the vulnerable who are 

the hardest hit in this situation and the majority of these peo-

ple are the migrants. Living among them the experience of 

their struggles is vividly clear. Students from privileged back-

grounds, supported by their parents, could find their way past 

closed school doors to alternative learning opportunities. How-

ever, those from disadvantaged backgrounds remained shut 

out when their schools closed down. This crisis has exposed 

the many inadequacies and injustices towards many poor 

families here in Marseille. Many of the poor parents are mostly 

migrants and have no permanent jobs, lost the little they had 

or got poorly paid because most of them work in private enter-

prises in which they were already poorly treated by their em-

ployers.  
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The lockdowns in response to COVID-19 have interrupted con-

ventional schooling with nationwide school closures, lasting not 

less than 10 weeks. While many parents made efforts to main-

tain learning continuity during this period, children and students 

have had to rely more on their own resources to continue learn-

ing through the Internet, television or radio especially those who 

were at the point of exams and had to prepare for these exams. 

Teachers also had to adapt to new pedagogical concepts of de-

livery of teaching, though many where not trained for such spe-

cialty, but were made to do with it. In particular, learners in the 

most marginalised groups, who don’t have access to digital 

learning resources or lack the resilience to learn on their own, 

are at risk of falling behind.  

 The pandemic also has its cold hands on religion in vari-

ous ways, including the cancellation of worship services of vari-

ous faiths, the closure of Sunday Masses, as well as the cancel-

lation of pilgrimages. Many churches, synagogues, mosques, 

and temples have offered worship to its faithful through 

livestream, due to the pandemic. Family visitation, visitation to 

the sick in the hospitals and homes for the aged, administering 

the last sacraments desired by many were hardly possible. 

Many families did not have enough time and space to mourn 

their beloved ones that died or give them a befitting burial. 

Some family members did not even have the opportunity to see 

their dead relatives before burial. Funeral services lasted not 

more than fifteen to twenty minutes, with a limited number of 

twenty people present.  

 During the closures of churches, many faithful prayed to-

gether through social media for God’s intervention for an end to 

the pandemic. Our community is located to the extreme north of 

Marseille, the second poorest zone in the region with highly 

populated migrants, most of them Africans. We have been en-

trusted with two parishes by the Diocese. Here in our two  
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parishes, we decided to have a WhatsApp group for our faithful 

and that helped us to know the state of each of them and the 

rest of their families. We made personal calls to some and send 

emails to some to keep each other in company.  It was so scary 

that no one trusted the other, even in families. Despite the panic 

and fear, our observation through our social media contact with 

our faithful showed also a lot of unity among family members. 

Many families prayed together for the first time at homes, 

shared and supported each other as much as they could. We 

had pastoral contacts with our youth through Zoom. We ob-

served the feeling of togetherness among our youth despite the 

challenges. No one was left out and it was a real moment of 

showing love and care for each other. There has been a deep 

sharing on how we are living this reality with each other. It was 

so touching; some felt very welcomed in their families and 

gained back their parents and relatives that mostly were occu-

pied with work throughout the week. But for some few, the peri-

od was hell and family life became a living hell. Some parents 

are finding it difficult to live together and there is a lot of misun-

derstanding among couples. The sad part of it is that after the 

lockdown and the reestablishment and opening of the churches 

for celebration, we have lost a lot of faithful in attendance. Many 

of our faithful have since not returned for Mass in the parishes. 

For us, as pastoral agents, these experiences are an indication 

to re-structure our pastoral needs and embrace other forms of 

pastoral approach to meet the needs of our faithful. It is time for 

us to rather be more listeners, be constantly available in admin-

istering the sacraments and visibly present in our visitation to 

our faithful.   
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