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EDITOR’S WORD

“And if the law of death afflicts us, the promise of immortality 
brings us consolation.” “Indeed for your faithful, Lord, life is  
changed but not ended.” 

(Preface of the deceased I)

Cover: 
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IMAGE

Harvest time 
There are always limits to any image 

used in expressing a reality; the same is 
true of the Sower’s image who, by planting 
the seed, was already anticipating the time 
of harvest. The Sower knows when to sow 
his seed; he knows the alternation of seasons.  

On the other hand, the seed has no choice 
but to trust the one who planted it. It has no 
idea what the future holds for it, what trans-
formations it will have to undergo; it does 
not know what the season will be like, it 
does not even know what it will be used 
for. It has a vocation that it will discover in 
time: bearing fruit, fruits that will delight 
the Sower and all his family.  

And when it has borne fruit, and the 
Sower judges that the time for harvest has 
come, he will help the little seed to fulfill 
its vocation by offering all that it has pro-
duced as fruit, in a “generous gathering”, 
like in the refrain: “To love is to offer eve-
rything and to offer oneself”.  

Let us live each day as a time of harvest, 
as the day when I must offer everything 
and offer myself totally. 

Freddy Kyombo
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FOREWORD

Obituaries

Over the years I often noticed how some of the elderly confreres al-
ways start reading the latest copy of the Petit Echo by going through the 
obituaries, no doubt because they would know some of those that had 
died and whose lives were being remembered. Of late I have been truly 
struck by the amazing lives of some of our missionaries. Many of them 
started their missionary journey some 60 years ago or more finding 
themselves in very difficult conditions and facing real hardships as they 
adapted to culture, climate and languages that seemed at first so foreign.  
Indeed, they, like Abraham before them, took the risk to set out on jour-
ney to a land that the Lord would show them. Today we talk about our 
charism and all that it entails and yet, without maybe such a notion in 
their minds, so many of our confreres lived gospel filled lives reaching 
out not merely through their preaching and sacramental ministry but 
were very much concerned to help the populations they served to  
improve their standard of living, their education, their agriculture, their 
very way of life. Today we would talk about development, of justice and 
peace and dialogue and yet, without necessarily using those terms, they 
truly lived those beautiful aspects of our charism.  
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FOREWORD

In fact, reading through some of these obituaries I personally have 
been very inspired and almost in awe at the sheer depth of encounter so 
many of our confreres had. They truly identified with their people, a 
people they loved and cared for and in fact gave their lives for. Some of 
our confreres knew personal suffering in their lives and yet no doubt 
this is what made them even more powerful witnesses of the gospel. Yes, 
the obituaries are indeed the footprint of our confreres life stories, they 
help us remember what could so easily be neglected and thus we cele-
brate their achievements which provide us with a sense of comfort and 
community. Of course these are merely snapshots of a life given and 
will of course be incomplete. At times such accounts of their lives are 
framed in a favourable light without dwelling too much on their foibles 
and inconsistencies.  

Having said all that I hope it is not just our elderly confreres who 
read the obituaries of our departed confreres. Their lives and their mis-
sionary adventure remain inspiring for us all today. Some of them are 
well worth printing out and could well be used for a day of recollection 
especially in some of our communities or formation houses. 

Francis Barnes, 1st Assistant General
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Paul was 
born on 26 
July 1922, 

in the village of Ko-
belwald (Canton St. 
Gallen). He comple-
ted his secondary 
education at the se-
condary school of 
Saint-Maurice (Can-
ton of Valais). He 
started his theologi-
cal studies at the 
University of Fribourg in 1943. In 
December 1945, he joined the 
White Fathers in Algeria and conti-
nued his theological studies in Thi-
bar (Tunisia). He took his missio-
nary oath on 29 June 1948, and 
was ordained priest on 1 February 
1949, also in Thibar.  

In August of the same year, he 
began literary studies at the Uni-
versity of Fribourg. In July 1953, 
he was appointed professor in Wid-
nau (canton of St. Gallen); then in 
September 1955, he returned to 
the University to complete his writ-
ten thesis and prepare for oral exa-
minations for a Doctorate-ès-lettres, 
which he obtained on 23 May 
1956. He then went on to pursue 

his teaching career, 
first at Widnau, then 
in 1964 at the Afri-
canum in Fribourg 
and at the Collège 
St-Michel. In 1967, 
he became boarding 
school director at 
this college.  

On 26 January 
1970, he left for Bu-
rundi as a teacher at 
the Minor Seminary 

of Mugera, at the same time su-
pervising the financing, provided 
by the Swiss Cooperation and Mi-
sereor, of the Teacher Training 
College in Gitega. In September 
1972, he was appointed to the Se-
minary for late vocations in Giheta, 
before being transferred the follo-
wing year to the Teachers Training 
College (for girls and boys) in Gi-
tega. He was superior at the Afri-
canum in Friburg from September 
1975 to November 1976, and then 
he left for Algeria where he un-
dertook to teach German for a year 
at the University of Constantine.  

On his return to Switzerland, 
he taught at the Heerbrugg Cantonal 
School and in July 1978, became 

Paul Zeller 
1922 - 2020

PROFILES
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superior of the community of Wid-
nau again. He was appointed parish 
priest of Heerbrugg (Canton of St. 
Gallen) in June 1983 and remained 
there until June 1992. In 2001, he 
joined the community of Lucerne. 
Upon the sale of the house in Lu-
cerne in 2010, he moved to Fri-
bourg. He relocated to Roggwil 
(Canton Bern) on 12 December 
2014 to stay with Dr. Jörg Michel. 
He moved to the home of the Good 
Shepherd Sisters in Schönberg, 
Fribourg, in August 2015.  

Paul Zeller died on February 
10, 2020. His entire life was dedi-
cated to the formation of young 
people, both in Africa and in Swit-
zerland. His vast culture and affa-
bility contributed to making him 
an example of a missionary who 
had his feet firmly on the ground, 
for whom any development requires 
in-depth education.  

A confrere testified: “An ener-
getic person, Paul already demons-
trated this in his simple approach 
by his way of walking to the Col-
lège Saint Michel. I remember him 
as a very intelligent person who 
liked to make his teaching some-
thing more than merely passing 
exams. Very open-minded, he 
greatly appreciated the spirit of re-
newal manifested during the Chap-
ter that followed the Council. ” 

And here is what two of Paul’s 
former fellow students had to say: 
“I was a young student at the time 
and Paul was the rector. I think 
that without him I certainly 
wouldn’t be WF now... His attention 
and advice helped me a lot. He 
really cared about people. When 
he saw someone who was discou-
raged, he would invite them for a 
discussion to listen to them, en-
courage them and eventually make 
a decision. ” 

Another confrere, a brother, had 
this to say: “I first met Paul in 
1966. I had come to Fribourg to 
learn French with the Assimil me-
thod. He, Pater Dr. Paul Zeller was 
teaching at the University. What a 
surprise to have met a highly qua-
lified man who was able to converse 
with a young printer like me, wi-
thout any reserve. Years later, I 
had the opportunity of visiting Paul 
when he was living in Berikon. In 
spite of (or because of) the many 
experiences which life offered him, 
he always gave me the impression 
of an honest, frank and very simple 
man. To tell the truth, I met in 
Paul one of those rare fellow priests 
who never show their superiority 
through a certain clericalism. ” 

Father Paul had requested a re-
ligious celebration in the Africanum 
chapel. Many confreres from Fri-

PROFILES
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bourg and Veyras and friends, 
among them the White Sisters, at-
tended in large numbers. 

His funeral was held in Die-
poldsau (canton of St. Gallen), a 
parish in his native region, on Sa-
turday 22 February 2020. The beau-
tiful round church brought together 
many friends with one heart for a 

moving Eucharist of the Resur-
rection. The prayerful farewell at 
the cemetery was presided over 
by the dean of the Pastoral Unit. A 
meal in a restaurant in the village 
finally brought together all his re-
latives and friends. 

“Father Paul, you have been a 
blessing to us” said one parishioner.

PROFILES
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Robert was 
born on 
April 4, 

1936, in Ste-Made-
leine Parish in Ou-
tremont, Montreal. 
He was the youngest 
son of Raoul La-
berge and Isabelle 
Lapointe. He was 
cherished by his 
parents since his 
early childhood.  His 
mother overprotected him. She was 
the one who took the decisions for 
him until he was a teenager. 

Robert did his elementary studies 
at the Académie St-Germain d’Ou-
tremont. He then began his classical 
studies at the Collège Jean-de-Bré-
beuf. As he had to repeat his last 
year, he went to the Externat Clas-
sique St-Viateur to do his two years 
of philosophy. And he succeeded. 

During his high school studies, 
after much hard work, determina-
tion and tenacity, he obtained his 
bachelor’s degree in art. He was 
slow, very slow in his studies as in 
everything else.  He had difficulty 
presenting his ideas clearly.  Ho-

wever, he showed 
good judgement. 
Throughout that pe-
riod, he proved to 
be a cheerful and 
very good compa-
nion, very helpful 
and dedicated.  His 
sound piety was ba-
sed on deep convic-
tions. 

At the end of his 
eight years of secondary school, 
to the surprise of many, he took 
the decision to join the White Fa-
thers at the Novitiate of St-Martin 
de Laval. This was in August 1956.  
At the end of that year, his formators 
concluded that he had fully grasped 
the meaning of his vocation and 
the demands of the apostolate but 
that he would need to be guided, 
encouraged and supported in his 
efforts. He continued his missionary 
formation at the White Fathers’ 
Scholasticate in Eastview on the 
outskirts of Ottawa studying theo-
logy.  On January 28, 1961, he 
was ordained priest.  In September 
of the same year, he was sent to 
London for studies at Goldsmith’s 
College. In fact, in directing him 

PROFILES
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there, the desire of his superiors 
was to help him to further deepen 
what he had been taught at the 
Scholasticate.  Unfortunately, at 
the end of the first year, it was 
realized that he was incapable of 
undertaking further studies at this 
level. He was much too slow and 
his ideas were lacking in depth. 
Therefore, his superiors asked that 
he should stop his studies and leave 
for Tanzania in December 1962. 

Robert was sent to the Diocese 
of Kigoma. He spent five years in 
this Diocese, working in six diffe-
rent parishes, from December 1962 
to December 1967: first in Kabanga, 
then in Kipalapala, again in Ka-
banga, and then in Kasumo, in 
Muhinda and finally in Mabamba 
in 1966. From there, he returned 
to Canada for home-leave. At the 
end of his holidays, he was asked 
to take a course in Tanzania to 
prepare him for teaching, but he 
would rather study in Quebec. His 
point of view was however accepted 
after dialogue. 

He attended Laval University 
in Quebec City from September 
1968 to May 1970 for catechetical 
studies. He said he needed some 
ongoing formation and asked to 
be accompanied to better integrate 
the Church’s renewal in his life. 

These three years also included 
pastoral and catechetical animation. 
Following these successful studies, 
he asked to teach catechesis in a 
school, and became a teacher in 
Ville St-Laurent, where he lived 
outside community. 

He returned to Laval University 
in Quebec City from 1971 to 1972. 
Thereafter, he went back  to Ville 
St-Laurent where he taught moral 
science (?) and Scripture.  

During the years he was tea-
ching, from 1972 to 1996, Robert 
kept in touch with his confrères, 
but this was rather sporadic. Ho-
wever, he did write now and then 
to his Provincial to update him on 
his work. 

In the early 1990s, he expe-
rienced serious personal difficulties. 
He even spent some time at the 
“Second départ” nursing home. In 
1992, those in charge of the school 
where he taught were disappointed 
by some of his attitudes and ex-
pressed their intention to discharge 
him.    

He took a sick leave between 
1993 and 1995. He went through a 
deep depression: he didn’t eat nor 
sleep.  He even spent some time  
in the psychiatric unit of the Ste-
Agathe Hospital for observation.  

PROFILES
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In 1995, he resumed teaching 
at l’École St-Germain de la 
Commission Scolaire Ste-Croix in 
Ville St-Laurent. He continued to 
teach religion and personal and 
social training at the secondary 
school level.  In 1999, he stopped 
teaching. He left his flat in Montreal 
and moved to St-Adèle, where he 
lived in a cottage-style house. He 
had a tenant living in the basement 
and every day he got help from 
outside. 

As from 2016 the Provincial 
visited him every year. In one of 
these visits, he invited Robert to 
get closer to his confreres because 
his health was failing. But Robert 
would rather stay in Ste-Adèle be-
cause, he said, he was in good 
company.  

In March 2020, the coordinator 
of the Provincial House attempted 
a few times to speak to him on the 
phone, but no one responded. On 
April 4, the tenant answered the 
phone and told him that Robert 
had passed away. Robert died at 
the hospital in Ste-Agathe-des-
Monts, in the Laurentians, on March 
18, 2020, at the age of 83.  He had 
already been cremated. 

His family had previously told 
the White Fathers that they were 
taking care of Robert and that they 
didn’t rely for this at all on the 
White Fathers. That was probably 
the reason why the White Fathers 
were not informed that Robert had 
been taken to the hospital and that 
he had died there.  May Robert 
rest in peace!

PROFILES
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Pierre was 
born on 
O c t o b e r 

18, 1927 in Carle-
ton-sur-mer, Baie-
des-Chaleurs. His 
parents, Émile Lan-
dry and Anna-Marie 
Allard, had thirteen 
children; Pierre was 
the youngest. It was 
from his mother that 
he first came into 
contact with the idea of missionary 
life. When he was very young, he 
prayed with her in the evenings 
for the missionaries.  

After his primary school studies 
in Carleton, he entered the Gaspé 
Seminary in 1941 to begin his clas-
sical studies. These eight years 
spent under the direction of the 
Clerics of Saint-Viateur were filled 
with various activities. But he ad-
mitted himself that he preferred 
team sports to Greek and Latin. 
Then he decided to join the White 
Fathers and entered the novitiate 
at Saint-Martin de Laval. The wit-
ness of a bishop of the Priests of 
the Foreign Missions leaving for 
China greatly helped him to respond 

positively to God’s 
call. The courage of 
this bishop was for 
him the grace from 
God which finally 
allowed him to ans-
wer “yes” to the call 
he felt. After four 
years of theology at 
Eastview, he was  
ordained Priest on 
January 30, 1954. 
One of his teachers 

remarked about him at the end  
of his third year: “Excellent student. 
He will do well on the missions 
no matter what work he might  
be given. ”  

He was sent to London to study 
education after his ordination.  Two 
years later, in August 1956, he left 
London by ship for Uganda. There 
he was in Entebbe, more precisely 
in Bugonga, for the initiation into 
his pastoral work. The following 
year, he became director of a Tea-
chers’ College in Busubizi where 
he trained young teachers.  

In 1961, he returned to Canada 
for a rest and was then appointed 
head of the procure in Moncton. 
He would then visit parishes and 

Pierre Landry 
1927 - 2020
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schools in the Maritime Provinces. 
He even travelled as far as New-
foundland. Four years later, he re-
turned to Busubizi College in 
Uganda as Chaplain to the Students 
and Tutor in Religious Education 
until 1970. He had excellent me-
mories of those five years. 

He then went back to pastoral 
ministry in Nnaluggi for four years. 
In 1975, he arrived in Bukalagi, a 
larger and more populous mission 
where he stayed for 14 years until 
1989. It was during this period 
that leaders and catechists took on 
more and more responsibility in 
the Church. It was also the time 
when small Christian Communities 
emerged. These years, he later 
wrote, “were among the most en-
riching moments of my missionary 
life”. Let us not forget that it was 
also during these years that Uganda 
experienced political turmoil; five 
years of civil war with Obote fol-
lowed the eight years of terror 
under Amin. 

A confrere who knew him well 
in Uganda said of him: “Pierre 
had a frank and direct way of spea-
king. There was no pretense in 
him. He was real. When he decided 
to do something, one could be sure 
that it would be done and that it 
would be well done. He had quali-
ties that tempered his personality. 

He was good and generous. He 
was welcoming and liked to meet 
people. He was a good pastor, at 
the service of his parishioners, and 
they liked him”. 

After his 30-day retreat in Je-
rusalem in 1990, he returned to 
Uganda until 1998. He was at times 
parish priest and sometimes curate 
in different parishes in the dioceses 
of Kampala and Kiyinda. He wor-
ked on the launching of small 
Christian communities. The Chris-
tians jointly learnt how to defend 
their rights, to solve their commu-
nity problems and to pray with the 
Word of God. 

He returned to Canada in 1998, 
and was reappointed to Moncton. 
He did missionary animation and 
also accepted to become bursar. 
In 2001, he expressed the desire 
to return to Quebec because of his 
health. 

He was then appointed to Len-
noxville, where he revealed his 
beautiful personality. He showed 
good judgement; many asked him 
for advice and trusted his opinions. 
As usual, he read a lot and was up 
to date on everything that was hap-
pening in the world. He was always 
of service to the community. He 
visited the sick. He enjoyed ac-
companying the confreres to their 
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medical appointments. He enjoyed 
tending the lawn in front of the 
house. He was also an artist, and 
emphasized both the liturgical times 
and the birthdays of the confreres 
with drawings on the refectory no-
tice board.  

But the last years of his life were 
difficult. A confrere noted: “His 
physical strength was failing him, 
his legs could barely support him, 
and his movements became increa-
singly difficult. At one point he 
suffered a stroke. His speech was 
greatly impaired so that any conver-
sation became difficult. It was as if 
misfortune was raining down on 
him, but he accepted this new suf-
fering with courage and without 
complaint. With his usual determi-
nation, Pierre did not give up. ” 

Pierre began to show signs of 
great fatigue from 2018. However, 
in order to maintain what little 

mobility he had left, he still liked 
to move around with his walker or 
with his two canes. As from the 
beginning of 2020 he needed help 
to get around. He remained in his 
room from 15 June onwards and 
had to ask for help to get from his 
wheelchair to his bed. Such de-
pendency was painful for him; it 
was difficult for him to accept that 
he had to rely on others all the 
time. 

On June 25, he was taken to 
the emergency unit of the “Hôtel 
Dieu” in Sherbrooke. On July 13, 
he died in hospital. He was 92 
years old. 

His funeral took place in Len-
noxville on July 24th, surrounded 
by his confreres. The next after-
noon, the 25th, a liturgy of the 
Word was celebrated with his fa-
mily at the Elkias Funeral Home 
in Sherbrooke.

PROFILES
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Eu g e n i o 
was born 
in Puente 

la Reina (Navarre) 
on 15 November 
1941. His parents, 
Higínio and Jesusa, 
had nine children, 
he was the fourth.   

Eugenio liked to 
remember and re-
peat, with a mischie-
vous smile, the classic words of 
all the grandmothers in the world: 
“My grandson is the most hand-
some of all and the most intelligent 
in his class at school”. The truth is 
that all of us who had been fortunate 
enough to live with him in Africa 
or Spain can say that Eugenio was 
a great confrere and friend, opti-
mistic and always in good spirits, 
a solid pillar in community life, 
which we could affectionately de-
fine as “un fanfarrón humilde”, 
that is to say, a humble boaster. It 
is no wonder that he was born in 
Puente la Reina! If you didn’t 
know it, you would quickly find 
out the moment you greeted him 
for the first time, because he was 
so proud of his family and his ho-

metown: a compul-
sory stopover on  
the Camino of St. 
James, with its an-
cient churches and 
convents, and its 
beautiful Roman 
Bridge which is the 
gateway to Santiago 
de Compostela.  

A priest from 
Burkina Faso, whom 

Eugenio had encouraged to go to 
the seminary in his youth, also re-
membered him: “Father Bacaicoa 
was a great missionary in my dio-
cese, an animator of Christian 
communities, close to the people, 
a shepherd of young people, a gui-
tarist and singer, a courageous 
apostle”. 

Eugenio had followed the clas-
sical formation of the White Fathers 
at the time: The Minor Seminary 
and Philosophy, at the Seminary 
of Pamplona; the Novitiate in Gap, 
France, (1963-1964) and Theology, 
in Heverlee, Belgium. After his 
ordination to the priesthood on 
June 29, 1968, he went to Upper 
Volta, now known as Burkina Faso, 
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in the Diocese of Diebougou, where 
he worked with the Lobis and Da-
garas. His first missionary years 
were in the parishes of Kampti, 
Niego and Batie. 

In 1972, Eugenio was appointed 
Provincial Councilor. Shortly af-
terwards he was appointed parish 
priest and, much later, he was part 
of the last community of White 
Fathers in the Diocese of Diebou-
gou. Eugenio often recounted that 
after the holidays, when returning 
to Africa, he would leave the family 
home early in the morning to avoid 
making his elderly parents suffer 
a painful separation! 

In 1977, Eugenio was appointed 
to missionary animation in Spain, 
more precisely in Bilbao. The Spa-
nish province would later ask him 
for his services again in 1987, as 
confrere in charge of the “Africa-
num” and of the small group of 
students at the formation center. 

In 1993, Eugenio returned with 
other confreres to Africa, with a 
new mission in another country, 
Chad: he was assigned to a school 
for catechists in Bendone, in the 
diocese of Doba. When his contract 
with this diocese for this work ex-
pired, Eugenio returned to Burkina 
Faso. There he was appointed Re-
gional Superior of Burkina Faso 

(1999-2005), in a large territory 
extending as far as Zinder in Niger. 
For this new mission, he had to 
travel many kilometers to visit and 
animate the communities of 
confreres, which were still nume-
rous at the time. The current Pro-
vincial of the PAO (Francophone 
West African Province), Fr. Luc 
Kola, remembers him in these 
terms: “We can say that the mis-
sionary life of our confrere Eugène 
Bacaicoa was very rich and full of 
important responsibilities in terms 
of formation, parish ministry, and 
in the tasks of running the Society, 
both in Spain and in Chad and 
Burkina Faso”. 

During all these years, Eugenio 
kept a secret that only his friends 
knew: on Sunday afternoons, he 
would isolate himself in his room 
to follow the sports news on the 
Spanish National Radio. With him, 
we had to celebrate or be sad, de-
pending on the results of his two 
favourite football teams: Osasuna 
and Barça. 

In 2005, Eugenio returned to 
Spain for good because of his fra-
gile skin, which compelled him to 
stay away from the African sun. 
From his residence at the “Africa-
num” in Madrid, now without stu-
dents, he was helping out with the 
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various missionary animation ser-
vices of the Spanish Province, 
mainly in collaboration with the 
SCAM (Servicio Conjunto de Ani-
mación Misionera) and the ani-
mation of prayer groups of young 
people with a missionary spirit and 
an interest in Africa. 

Eugenio also offered his pastoral 
services to the Archdiocese of Ma-
drid, as Coordinator of the Mis-
sionary Service of Vicariate nº I 
of Madrid, and from 2013 to 2017, 
as parish priest of “El Berrueco” 
and two other neighbouring villages 
in the mountains of Madrid.  He 
lived there happily during these 
years of apostolate, a time of silence 
and prayer. It was perhaps dreaming 
of one of the other charisms of the 
monks that led him to produce a 
liqueur of Navarrese origin: “Pa-
charán”. He said it was the best of 
all liqueurs and he kept it for his 
visitors and friends... 

The last post in his missionary 
life was Pamplona, in 2017. It is 
said that “Elephants go back to 
die where they were born”. Euge-
nio’s state of health had gradually 
deteriorated over the last few 
months, and as a result, he was 
admitted to the “Beloso Alto” 
convalescent home in Pamplona 
on the 26th of June. 

However, he was not able to 
return to his normal life despite 
the good treatment he received. 
He quietly returned to the Father’s 
home on the 21st of July 2020.  In 
accordance with his wish, he was 
buried with his parents in the family 
vault at the cemetery in his home-
town, Puente la Reina.  

Eugenio, our memory and our 
fraternal prayer accompany you. 
Rest in the eternal Peace of the 
Lord!
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Jean-Bernard 
was not in 
the chapel on 

Wednesday 29 July 
2020, when we star-
ted Morning Prayers 
at 7.40 am. This was 
not normal because 
every morning just 
one minute after he 
arrived in the chapel 
we would start the 
prayer: he was set to 
the minute! When the prayer was 
over, one of us went to his room 
and found him dying. We imme-
diately called the Ambulance Ser-
vice. They arrived promptly, but it 
was too late. He was already dead. 
The efforts to resuscitate him did 
not succeed. Jean-Bernard died 
while his community was celebrating 
the Eucharist: it was he who, as sa-
cristan, had prepared everything, 
as usual, the evening before. 

Jean-Bernard was born on 15 
September 1945 in Halluin into a 
family of chocolate manufacturers. 
He had two brothers and four sis-
ters. They were a Christian family 
in a bourgeois style, yet very simple. 
He did his primary studies at the 

Sacred Heart School 
in Halluin before 
completing a mo-
dern sixth form in 
Etaimpuis at St Jean 
Baptiste de la Salle 
College. He then 
went to Bonnelles 
to study classics in 
the sixth form up to 
the baccalaureate, 
but he did not 
complete the second 

part of his studies: Philosophy. He 
entered the Postulancy in September 
1964 and was at the novitiate in 
Gap from 1965 to 1967. It was 
there that he took his first temporary 
Oath on 24/06/1967 as a brother.  

He was sent to Mours for tech-
nical and pastoral training: and 
was assigned to the locksmith’s 
workshop. The instructor noted: 
“good and precise work, calm and 
orderly, regular at work, with good 
qualities as a fitter”. Besides he 
put his qualities as a musician at 
his brothers’ service by leading 
the songs and joined a YCW group 
for his apostolate, where he was 
very well accepted and esteemed 
by his companions.  

Jean-Bernard Delannoy 
1945 - 2020
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After his military service in Ja-
nuary 1970, he joined the Neuwiller 
students’ hostel in Strasbourg. He 
did an internship to prepare for a 
“brevet de dessinateur en technique 
de bâtiment” at the C.F.P.A. in 
Metz. It was towards the end of 
this internship that he received his 
first appointment to Africa. He 
was stunned, as there was nothing 
at all in line with the training he 
was completing: he was appointed 
bursar at the Major Seminary of 
Koumi in Upper Volta (Burkina 
Faso). It came as a great shock to 
him. He explained how he unders-
tood the vocation of a brother to 
which he decided to commit him-
self: “the role of the brother in 
Africa is to penetrate and perfect 
the temporal order with the spirit 
of the Gospel. The brother conse-
crates his life by working more 
directly with the people so that 
they can live in more humane 
conditions, and this is develop-
ment”, he wrote.  

Despite his apprehensions, he 
arrived in Koumi at the beginning 
of November, having passed his 
final exam, and he set to work. Gra-
dually, he discovered the complexity 
of his work as a bursar and life in 
the seminary: “quite traditional, but 
very open; formation of committees 
among the seminarians, various ex-

ternal activities in Bobo, hosting 
groups from outside, such as the 
JEC”. His questions about his mis-
sionary life as a “brother” remained: 
he recounted his last insertions in 
France “with some young YCW 
workers, military service with young 
people, and professional training 
course: with them I had a desire to 
experience Jesus Christ. ” 

After a year as bursar of the 
Seminary, Jean Bernard moved to 
another region to work in the ‘Cen-
tre d’animation rurale’ of Tominian 
community in Zoura in the diocese 
of San (Mali), he became involved 
in development work and took part 
in the language course. There, he 
developed a taste for his work as a 
rural animator. He made his final 
commitment to the Society during 
his first home leave in France 
through the Perpetual Oath, which 
he took in his home parish on 11 
January 1976. 

Upon his return to Mali, he re-
sumed his work in rural animation 
before responding to a request from 
the bishop of San to take over on 
two occasions as bursar at the 
Minor Seminary of Togo and to 
become the diocesan treasurer. Be-
sides helping with improving 
Togo’s premises, he gave several 
lessons and spiritual talks.  
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In 1991, he took part in the ses-
sion retreat in Jerusalem: it was 
an intense moment to reflect on 
his life and his commitment to 
Mali. He was highly appreciated 
during his time in Africa for his 
participation in community life, 
his openness and pleasant rela-
tionships where he would joke as 
well as engage in serious conver-
sation and contribute his point of 
view. He was deeply spiritual and 
wanted to remain so. In his work, 
he often gave the impression of a 
lack of self-confidence, and the 
responsibilities weighed heavily 
on him.  

The return to France in 1993 
marked the beginning of a new 
chapter in his life: he became in-
volved in several communities, 
looking after the finances and at 
the same time taking care of his 
health.  He was in Billère, Toulouse, 
Paris-Printemps, Saint Gratien, 
Mours and Paris-Verlomme. He 
sought always some sort of social 
commitment wherever possible, 
particularly with  the Secours Ca-
tholique. Jean-Bernard was very 
conscientious, humble and discreet 
in his work as a bursar. He was 
someone you could count on. Jean-
Bernard liked to work in the sacristy 
and was ready to participate in the 
liturgy and share in it if asked. 

In 2016, he returned to Mours 
where he looked after various ser-
vices in the community: he was al-
ways regular when he was on duty 
at the reception desk and very tho-
rough in maintaining the premises 
for the scouts who would come to 
camp for the weekend. Everything 
was always ready on time when he 
took charge of the sacristy. He 
knew how to adorn the chapel, re-
ceive or prepare beautiful bouquets, 
water them and collect fallen petals 
or leaves. It seemed that even the 
flowers were shocked at his sudden 
departure: there was a whole flo-
werbed of petals at the foot of the 
statues of St Joseph and the Virgin 
Mary the day after his death!  

Jean Bernard was always ready 
to help with the singing or anima-
tion of the office. He was appre-
ciated and trusted in the community 
and was chosen to be a member of 
the house’s select council; he was 
a good counsellor who never criti-
cized. He always had a big smile 
as he carried out his various tasks 
and the many small services he 
offered to everyone.  

In addition to his participation 
in community life, Jean Bernard 
volunteered to continue his service 
with the local branch of Secours 
Catholique in Persan and twice a 
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week, he went out on his bicycle 
to assure the reception of migrants 
or the needy. There were several 
members of the Secours Catholique 
team present at his funeral.  

He died on the feast day of St 
Martha. He was a man of service, 
like her, attentive to many small 
things. He would never have had 
the reflection of Jesus to Martha, 
“you worry, and you get agitated 
about many things”, because he 
was a calm and attentive man. If 
someone encroached on his res-
ponsibilities without telling him, 

he would never talk about it in pu-
blic and always tried to play things 
down. And he was a man of great 
faith, who lived it. He took part in 
the small Bible-sharing group or-
ganized in the community with the 
lay people of neighbourhood.  

The Christian community that 
used to meet in our chapel, two of 
his sisters, and several confreres 
from the Paris area were able to 
join the community to celebrate 
his entry into the Father’s house. 
His smile and life-giving example 
remain engraved in our hearts.
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FAMILY 

René was 
born on 
the 10th 

January 1935, in the 
municipality of 
Cuillé, in the depart-
ment of Mayenne. 
He was the second 
in a family of nine 
children, the last 
were triplets. His fa-
ther was a butcher and his mother 
helped him out. The family was 
deeply Christian and the children 
were sent to the Catholic school 
in Combré. René had difficulties 
with his studies as he later confes-
sed. He did not see himself em-
bracing an academic career. He 
thought instead of a missionary 
vocation.  

FORMATION 
He went to the Minor Seminary 

of the White Fathers in Altkirch, 
in Alsace. There too, studying was 
difficult for him. He was impressed 
by the example of the old Brother 
Rodolphe and he had the opportu-
nity to read a brochure on the Mis-
sionary Brothers. He felt that this 

was his vocation and 
in 1951, at the age 
of 16, he asked to 
go to the Brothers’ 
postulancy in Antilly 
where he received a 
different kind of spi-
ritual and practical 
training. He spent a 
year there before 
being admitted to 
the Brothers’ novi-
tiate in Bonnelles. 

He received the habit on the 10th 
September 1952. At that time the 
Brothers had their own novitiate 
which lasted two years. They were 
given a ‘religious name’ and René 
was known as ‘Brother Irenaeus’ 
(he would say that he simply added 
the letter ‘i’ before his baptismal 
name!). The novice master, Father 
Leduc, stressed his good health, 
balance and common sense. Ire-
naeus stood out both for his piety 
and his practical sense, managing 
to learn the trades of shoemaker, 
cook, carpenter and mechanic in 
just a few months. One sees in 
him a “soul capable of becoming 
a brother of great resourcefulness”. 
He was therefore sent to Mours to 

René Ledeul 
1935 - 2020
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complete his training as a brother. 
At the school for the older Brothers, 
he broadened his skills: carpentry, 
industrial drawing, car mechanics, 
welding, electricity, building... This 
was the model of the traditional 
Brother who was expected to be 
polyvalent. He deepened his vo-
cation and took his first temporary 
oaths.  

ALGERIA 
He then interrupted his training 

to do his military service as sergeant 
in charge of looking after the rail 
transport for the army. This was 
his first contact with Algeria, which 
was then fighting for its indepen-
dence. In 1958 he returned to spend 
a few months in Mours before re-
ceiving his first appointment. 

He was able to put his skills at 
the service of the Novitiate which 
had just moved from Maison Carrée 
to Gap. While helping to set up 
the house, he was given the res-
ponsibility of instructor of the Bro-
ther novices. The atmosphere of 
the novitiate was a little austere 
for a young Brother, and he found 
entertainment by taking up cycling 
in the surrounding Alps.  

Finally, in 1962, having taken 
his perpetual oath, René was ap-
pointed to Laghouat when Algeria 
had just gained its independence. 

He will stay there for ten years. 
He followed in the footsteps of 
his predecessors, brothers Joseph 
and Menu. A perfect dream for 
him! Using an old truck, he would 
travel the Sahara in all directions, 
from south to north, transporting 
gravel, cement, metal frames and 
windows for the works undertaken 
by his confreres priests. The ALN 
soldiers across the country knew 
him well, with his unique style. 
The Arabic language barely entered 
his head. He used to relax in the 
swimming pool of the Foreign Le-
gion still present at that time. He 
pretended to be the Chaplain of 
the Legion (A Holy lie!). He was 
a man of all trades: welder, elec-
trician, painter, plumber, transpor-
ter... He was called everywhere: 
at the service of schools, profes-
sional training centers, Caritas..., 
and he knew the desert, loving its 
solitude, its beauty, its silence 
which brought him closer to God, 
because the Eucharist was as far 
away as his confreres. Some eve-
nings he slept under his truck, kee-
ping the scorpions away and 
contemplating the marvelous starry 
sky. René was all imbued with 
God in his hours of contemplation. 
He especially appreciated the sto-
povers at Tibhirine which were 
moments of spiritual intensity and 
fraternity with the monks. He yiel-
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ded to their life of prayer, their 
great closeness to the Algerians, 
especially the youngest, without 
proselytism. 

BURKINA FASO 
In 1972 his services were re-

quired in Burkina Faso, he first 
worked in the garage of the diocese 
of Koupela for two years, before 
being appointed to the garage in 
Ouagadougou where all the 
confreres appreciated his dedication 
and competence. However, with 
his independent nature, he found 
it difficult to work with the diocesan 
leaders and he decided to return to 
France. 

RETURN TO FRANCE 
In 1976 he returned to France 

for good. He first attended the 
Bible session in Jerusalem and 
made his great retreat at Villa Ca-
valetti in Rome. He became the 
‘universal brother’ who put his 
kindness and his talents at the ser-
vice of the communities of the 
Province: in Lyon, Strasbourg, 
Marseille, Toulouse, and Angers...  

But he needed stability. So he 
was appointed to Tassy to take 
care of the maintenance. He would 
remain there for 32 years. He equip-
ped himself with all the necessary 
tools for his different jobs, and  
he didn’t give up in the face of 

this huge task. His masterpiece 
was the restoration and the restruc-
turing of the farmhouse, which  
he organized to receive families 
of his confrères. He enjoyed the 
atmosphere of the community 
where he had his place. At week-
ends he went on long bike rides. 
He claimed to have travelled more 
than 100,000 km!  

HAPPY END 
But the years advanced. Tassy 

was now managed by la FED’ES. 
René found he was idle. Little by 
little the number of confreres dimi-
nished and René asked to be ap-
pointed to Billère, where he arrived 
in 2010, at the age of 75. He still 
rendered a few services, and above 
all he discovered the region of Pau, 
first by bicycle, then by tricycle, 
then on foot with Nordic walking 
sticks. Walking had become his 
passion. Early in the morning, his 
silhouette was back on the pave-
ments of Pau. Sometimes he would 
fall... finding a good soul, the Samu 
(fast medical intervention service) 
or the firemen to bring him back to 
his base, frightening again the nur-
sing staff of l’Ehpad so committed 
to taking care of his confrères. But 
this did not disturb him. Until the 
end René remained a happy man, 
faithful to his commitment as a 
Missionary of Africa.  
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On August 19, 2020, he sud-
denly collapsed in the dining room, 
in front of everyone. The inexhaus-
tible walker would present himself 
before the Great Walker in whose 
footsteps he had put his own, his 
Lord who was waiting for him in 
heaven. 

René had given his body to 
science, but the conditions of  
Covid-19 and the very great heat 
imposed cremation. His ashes were 
buried in the cemetery California 
in Pau, near to his confrère, Maurice 
Gruffat, who died the next day.
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Father Mau-
rice Gruf-
fat was 

born in Annecy 
(Haute Savoie) on 
September 18, 1926. 
Maurice didn’t talk 
much (or so little) 
about his childhood 
and youth. What he 
told us about them 
in the summary of 
his life shows that 
they were difficult times. His father 
was an invalid from the Great War 
of 14-18. He was a postman by 
trade, a job he could carry out to 
the end even though he had only 
one arm. His mother died in 1932, 
leaving him at 6 years of age and 
his 11-year-old older brother in 
the care of a disabled father. Since 
he could not take care of even a 
modest household, Maurice was 
placed in an orphanage run by the 
Sisters of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Annecy. His elder brother 
was taken in by an uncle named 
Séraphin. Maurice’s father died 
accidentally in 1937. Another uncle, 
who became his guardian, succee-
ded in obtaining a scholarship for 

him which enabled 
him to attend the 
college in Thônes 
from 1938 to 1945, 
where he passed the 
two A & B bacca-
laureats. Thônes is 
a town in the heart 
of the Savoyard 
Mountains. Maurice 
witnessed and saw 
much of the drama 
caused by the war.  

In November 1945, Maurice 
joined the Missionaries of Africa 
at the philosophy seminary in Ker-
lois, Morbihan. Through Abbé Bir-
raux, a curate in his parish, brother 
of Mgr Birraux, then Superior Ge-
neral of the White Fathers, Maurice 
became acquainted with the Mis-
sionaries of Africa, their mission 
and their way of life. Shortly after 
his philosophy at Kerlois, Maurice 
was sent to Maison-Carrée (1947-
1948) to do his novitiate under the 
direction of Father Blin. Who wrote 
this about him: “Such as he is, he 
can go on and become a sufficiently 
serious and virtuous missionary, 
who will render service.” Serious, 
helpful, conscientious – this is Fa-

Maurice Gruffat 
1926 - 2020
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ther Gruffat as he would be known 
and appreciated in his country of 
adoption in Africa. After his two 
years of compulsory military service 
(1948-1949), with his well-known 
frankness, Maurice wrote that he 
was sent “ex officio without consul-
tation” to ‘s-Heerenberg, at the 
English-language scholasticate in 
the Netherlands. He spent three 
years studying theology; it was 
there that he took his missionary 
oath on July 25, 1952; it was then 
written of him: “a man of heart, 
fully given, despite a certain rough 
exterior”. He finished his scholas-
ticate with a year in Monteviot, 
Scotland, where he was ordained 
a priest on June 11, 1953. From 
Monteviot, Father Moorman rightly 
wrote: “A man of responsibility 
and order, a hard worker”. Ap-
pointed to Northern Rhodesia (now 
Zambia), he arrived there on  
October 1953, and never left (except 
for the duration of his holidays) 
until his definitive return to France 
at the time of his retirement  
in October 2006, fifty-three years 
later. 

Maurice first appointment was 
to the parish of Kalabwe, in the 
north of the archdiocese of Kasama. 
Six months later he was appointed 
to the Minor Seminary of Lubushi 
(the oldest secondary school in the 

country). He spent 17 years there 
in turn as a teacher, bursar and 
rector. “We combined functions 
because we were working with our 
backs to the wall due to lack of 
staff and lack of funds. Eight to 
ten hours of work a day, seven 
days a week, was the normal regime 
for me in Lubushi”. Despite this 
busy schedule, Maurice still found 
enough time to take a correspon-
dence course to obtain a teaching 
diploma. He confessed that he 
didn’t believe much in the fashion-
able idea that one should take time 
to relax. 

From 1971 to 1996, he worked 
in a parish where he became suffi-
ciently familiar with the local lan-
guage, Chibemba. His appointments 
were as follows: vicar in the 
parishes of Nsombo, Luwingu, 
Chilubula, Lwena; parish priest in 
Chilubula, Kapatu, Ipusukilo. Then 
the 30 day  retreat in Marseilles in 
1972, retreat session in Jerusalem 
in 1987, session of the seniors in 
Rome in 1998. In the meantime, 
in 1974, he had served as secretary 
to the Archbishop of Kasama. He 
spent the last period of his life in 
Zambia (1996-2006) at the pro-
vincial house in Lusaka where he 
was asked to take care of the ar-
chives, and his main work consisted 
in translating into English the first 

27

PROFILES

NECROLOGIE a pag 66.qxp_speciale  07/04/21  08:46  Pagina 27



“diaries” of our communities in 
Zambia (these were in French). It 
should be noted that although he 
was of good health, he often suf-
fered from bouts of malaria. In 
1991, he had a severe motorbike 
accident which forced him to stay 
in hospital in Chilonga for a long 
time, followed by rehabilitation in 
France. But Maurice was a tough 
guy; we did not often hear complai-
ning about anything. 

It would be not easy to make a 
profile of Father Gruffat without 
mentioning his personality, which 
could be said to be quite striking. 
As stated above, Maurice was a 
tough, hard-working, somewhat 
boorish looking man, rough at 
times, but always welcoming and 
ready to serve. His English know-
ledge and mastery were remarkable, 
which explained his taste for trans-
lation work and his great use of 
words when he needed to give his 
opinion or narrate some event. 
Maurice was deeply charitable. He 
was a gentleman in the community. 
At times expressing his convictions 
and appreciations forcefully, 
confreres willingly forgave him 
because he was quite brave without 
a hint of malice.  No matter how 
rough he was, Maurice always 
wore his heart on his sleeve. His 
kindness with people always struck 

us. As soon as he was in contact 
with them, there were only “Tata” 
and “Mama”. It seems that Maurice 
found in all the fathers and mothers 
of the Zambian parishes the parents 
he had lost in his childhood. He 
had a significant commitment to 
the local Sisters communities, the 
Sisters of the Child Jesus. He was 
always attentive to their needs, 
ready to help them. Only they 
could tell of all the services he 
rendered them. 

Father Gruffat was undoubtedly 
faithful to his prayer life, but he 
did not feel the need to demonstrate 
it. We remember that he rebelled 
against the hymn “Who is God to 
love us like this?”. He didn’t un-
derstand how anyone could ask 
“Who is God?” For him, his God 
corresponded to a definite idea. At 
a meeting of Missionaries of Africa, 
when a member of the regional 
team tried to get the group to reflect 
more about justice, as demanded 
in a 1980 chapter document, Mau-
rice interrupted the session and 
shouted to the group leader by 
saying, “Enough with your quest 
for justice! I did not come here 
(iZambia!) to work on justice but 
to teach the Catholic faith! »... 
Maurice belonged a bit to the world 
of the recalcitrant; he did not 
compromise with what seemed to 
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him to be the truth. In many things 
he had strong ideas and no one 
could change them! 

On December 16 2006, he arrived 
in Pau-Billère, his home and retire-
ment community. Even before lea-
ving Zambia, he had written to the 
Archivist of the Society in Rome, 
offering his services for French-
English translations of the Society’s 
texts. “Service” and “fraternity” 
was how Maurice had conceived 
his whole missionary life.  

At Billère, Maurice was discreet. 
He did not talk much about his 
missionary past. We had to question 
him to get him to tell us about his 
memories. He spoke fleetingly 
about his childhood and often men-
tioned the help he had received 
from his compatriot family and 
confrere René Fournier. 

He took his turn when they sang 
to him: “In a remote corner of the 
mountain, a little Savoyard boy...” 
He had a smile on his face when 
he was told about the meals he 
had at home, such as fondues. He 
would talk with Paul Muyard about 
the experiences they had in college. 
About his work in Zambia, he 
mainly answered questions about 
nature: its rivers and lakes. But he 
didn’t want to talk about his mis-
sionary activities. 

Maurice passed away on August 
21, 2020, 2 days after the return 
of Brother René Ledeul to the 
Lord. They were both buried on 
August 25, 2020, at the “California” 
Cemetery in Billère. 

J.-P. Sauge, m.afr. with the parti-
cipation of Jean-Baptiste Marchais 
de Billère.
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On August 
26 2020, 
o u r 

confrere Jean Char-
din passed away at 
the Saint Joseph 
Moscati Hospital in 
Ya m o u s s o u k r o , 
Ivory Coast. He was 
96 years old, inclu-
ding 70 years of 
missionary life in 
Lebanon, Mali, 
Ivory Coast and France. He pro-
nounced his Missionary Oath on 
June 27, 1950, in Thibar, Tunisia 
and was ordained a priest the fol-
lowing year, on March 24, 1951, 
in Carthage, Tunisia.  He was born 
on December 5 1924, in Avricourt 
in the diocese of Nancy in France.  

He began his missionary life in 
Lebanon in September 1950, in 
Rayak, and would spend four years 
there. He taught French and ma-
thematics in the seminary entrusted 
to the Missionaries of Africa.  

From 1955 to 1957, he was ap-
pointed bursar at the Provincial 
House of the Missionaries of Africa 
in Paris.  

In 1957, he left 
for Africa and went 
to Bamako in Mali, 
where he was curate 
at the cathedral. Five 
years later, he was 
appointed to Oué-
lessebougou, still in 
the Archdiocese of 
Bamako, where he 
was curate at the 
parish of Saint Fran-
cis Xavier. 

In 1967, the Province of France 
called on him for missionary and 
vocational animation work in 
Nancy. He knew the region well 
since he was born in this diocese, 
and he would render great service 
during that time. 

When he finished his service in 
missionary animation in 1973, he 
asked for an appointment to Ivory 
Coast, where he had been several 
times before. He was appointed to 
the diocese of Bouaké, and after a 
few years, he founded the first 
parish of Ahougnansou and became 
its first parish priest. He was ap-
preciated for his pastoral work, 
and in 1978, he asked to learn 

Jean Chardin 
(1924 - 2020)
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Baoulé and went to Ouellé for the 
course.  

He was appointed to the diocese 
of Yamoussoukro in 1979, where 
he started as a curate and was ap-
pointed parish priest of the cathedral 
of Yamoussoukro after a few 
months. He remained in this posi-
tion for three years. Saint Augustin’s 
parish was the parish of President 
Félix Houphouët Boigny. The Pre-
sident had chosen to make Ya-
moussoukro the capital of Ivory 
Coast. There were more than 30 
families in the presidential neigh-
bourhood, about 500 people, and 
a chaplain was required for all 
these families.  

According to Jean, manna was 
coming from the presidency, and it 
contributed significantly to parish 
life. He was often in frequent contact 
with President Houphouët and em-
phasised that the latter never 
commented on the homilies, which 
he always listened to attentively. 
The day after his sister’s funeral, 
Mamie Adjoua, the President made 
this remark to Jean: “Father, people 
took me for a fool when I built this 
church. Look at this crowd. My 
Baule people will be converted.” 

Jean had a sense of humour. 
He recounted that one day while 
he was praying, a few benches be-

hind the President. The President 
turned to him and said in a low 
voice: “Father, pray. I need a bil-
lion”. He was preparing to build 
the famous basilica of Our Lady 
of Peace. 

Jean noted with admiration: 
There was only one parish here 
twenty years ago, and no diocese. 
But today, in 1980, there is a bishop 
in Yamoussoukro and six establi-
shed parishes.  

During the years he was a pastor 
in Yamoussoukro, Jean gave him-
self selflessly. He took care of the 
Baoule people, whose language he 
spoke quite well. He also visited 
the surrounding villages and ani-
mated the numerous Burkinabé 
communities in the region.  

He acknowledged his deep ad-
miration for President Houphouët 
because he knew his heart and 
soul. He considered it an honour 
to have worked with him.  

In 1992, he was sent to M’Batto, 
in the tropical forest near Dimbokro, 
still in the diocese of Yamoussou-
kro. He founded this parish and 
became its parish priest. He spent 
about ten years in M’Batto where 
he was also much appreciated. The 
Agnis who live in the parish are 
cousins of the Baoulés and are 
part of the great Akan people from 
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Ghana. Jean managed to cope with 
the language, although he had to 
do a lot of work. There were 30 
villages with fairly vibrant Christian 
communities in the parish. M’Batto, 
the largest parish in the diocese, 
had 21,000 baptised at the time. 
John animated this Christianity 
with the help of a curate and several 
catechists. The religious celebra-
tions were neat, beautiful and lively 
and had an extraordinary impact 
on the young people. There was 
singing and dancing by everyone. 
He confessed that he learned this 
approach from Father Michonneau, 
one of the great artisans of liturgical 
renewal in France, at the time of 
the Second Vatican Council. 

When he approached the age 
of 80 in 2002, he chose to semi-
retirement in Toumodi, a town near 
Yamoussoukro, where he lived at 
the Toumodi Youth Centre where 
he felt at ease. The youth appre-
ciated his presence. 

In 2004 he celebrated his 80th 
birthday, although he was still solid. 
However, he decided to reside at 
the Yamoussoukro Diocesan Centre.  

This centre, in particular, is used 
for the accommodation of visiting 
priests as well as all kinds of mee-
tings and festivities. 

He knew the managers well 

since it was with them that he 
founded the Catholic community 
in the Zinzibo district of Yamous-
soukro. Their friendship would fa-
cilitate his integration into the cen-
tre, where he would spend more 
than 16 years. He had a room and 
an office where he could work and 
receive guests. While he lived at 
the centre, especially during his 
first years there, he designed nu-
merous drawings of buildings, 
churches, chapels and presbyteries  

He was the one who designed 
the roof of the Agoua Chapel in 
M’Batto. He also enjoyed perfecting 
computer software for accounting 
and parish management and offered 
accounting training to those who 
ask him for services in this field.  

He worked from his office at 
the Diocesan Centre in Yamous-
soukro until 2014, when he cele-
brated his 90th birthday. It was 
then that his health began to fail 
and he was hospitalized several 
times in Abidjan. His former pari-
shioners, with great generosity, 
took turns to help him in his old 
age. Some even slept close to his 
room to take care of him at night. 
The Missionaries of Africa autho-
rities visited him regularly and 
proposed that he return to France 
to receive appropriate care, but he 
categorically refused. He wanted 
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to spend the last years of his life 
in Ivory Coast.  

As his condition worsened at 
the beginning of August 2020, he 
was admitted to the Saint Joseph 
Moscati Hospital in Yamoussoukro, 
a hospital next to the Notre Dame 
de la Paix Basilica in Yamoussou-
kro. Jean died there on the morning 
of August 26, 2020. The emotion 
was great in Yamoussoukro and 
throughout Côte d’Ivoire, where 
he was known and appreciated. 
The diocese organised his funeral. 
Jean Chardin had wished to die in 
Yamoussoukro and be laid to rest 
in the cathedral’s courtyard, where 
he had long served as curate and 
parish priest. His wish would be 
respected and Jean was indeed laid 
to rest in the courtyard of the ca-
thedral of Yamoussoukro. 

Many confreres from Côte 
d’Ivoire (Abidjan and Korhogo) 
came to his funeral. Father Luc 

Kola, the provincial, came from 
Burkina Faso when the borders 
were partly closed. A huge crowd 
followed the funeral mass. Jean 
had planned what was to be written 
on his tombstone, and he even had 
a small plaque engraved with this 
epitaph: “Here lies the one who 
baptised me”. It was a way of un-
derlining the fact that he had been 
a priest and missionary among the 
people of Yamoussoukro and the 
surrounding dioceses. Jean had also 
worked and administered the sa-
craments so often. He enjoyed his 
priesthood. Before the final commit-
tal all the confreres and students 
from Abidjan who had come for 
the funeral surrounded his coffin 
and sang the Sancta Maria. 

Rest in peace, Jean, and accor-
ding to the formula often used here 
in such circumstances, “May the 
earth be light on you! ”
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Bernhard’s 
m o t t o 
was the 

word of Jesus to his 
disciples (Jo 11,44) 
after he had raised 
Lazarus: “Untie him 
and let him go!  This 
phrase would have 
a deep impact on his 
pastoral ministry. 
“To untie people 
from destructive 
fears and traditions, 
including tribal thinking, and here 
in Germany, to free people from 
outdated, individualistic, formal 
customs, from an awkward and 
disappointing turning away from 
the church, so that they could 
decide - freely and completely - 
for the free gift of a mutual rela-
tionship with God”! 

He was one of six children and 
spent his youth on a farm in Er-
witte-Schmerlecke in a very Ca-
tholic family. After primary school 
he attended the Jesuits’ private se-
condary school in Büren, where 
he passed his final secondary school 
examination.  

 In September 
1961, he went to 
Trier where he stu-
died philosophy for 
two years. This was 
followed by the no-
vitiate in Hörstel. He 
was appointed to 
study theology in 
London, where he 
took the missionary 
oath in 1967. In all 
phases of his edu-
cation he already 

showed his originality and his in-
clination for individualism. His 
temperament was impulsive, but 
he always tried to correct himself. 
He was not very fond of rules and 
regulations, but he was always 
helpful and did not shy away from 
work. All his teachers saw in him 
the qualities of a good pastor and 
capable missionary. He was ordai-
ned priest in 1968 in the St. Patrokli 
Cathedral of Soest together with 
P. H-J. Schäckel by the auxiliary 
bishop Degenhardt. 

His pastoral ministry in Zambia 
would be in the diocese of Mbala. 
After studying the local language 

Bernhard Pehle 
1939 - 2020
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in Ilondola, he began his pastoral 
work in the parish of Katibunga. 
In the period after Zambia’s inde-
pendence, the Missionaries of 
Africa, in particular Fr. Jacques 
Corbeil and Fr. Louis Oger endea-
voured to rehabilitate the customs 
banned by the old missionaries. 
Bernhard enthusiastically followed 
the anthropologically trained 
confreres in their efforts to make 
the church, its songs and images 
truly African. Even at night the 
drums attracted him to the meetings 
on the outskirts of the village. He 
was fascinated by the dances and 
the cultural rites of the people in 
their ‘religious practice’. Since the 
Ba-Bemba always sought an ex-
planation for illness and death, 
Bernhard and his confreres made 
a special effort to curb the activity 
of the witch-finders. The belief in 
witchcraft dominated the people 
of all classes and professions there, 
and was therefore to be eradicated. 
Bernhard tried the preventive way 
to limit illness and death. He, the-
refore, only baptized the children 
if they had received all vaccinations. 
In Katibunga Bernhard started to 
write down the family trees of dif-
ferent families. He soon realised 
that the whole village was one big 
family. In the parish office he had 
written down the names of all the 
villagers on a very large wall chart. 

The inhabitants, young and old, 
would come and study their an-
cestors and ask questions. Through 
this hobby he was able to get in 
touch with the people quickly and 
on a deeper level, especially as he 
was able to remember the faces of 
the people quickly. 

In 1971, Bernhard was appointed 
bursar of the language centre and 
parish of Ilondola. His appointment 
then took him to Kayambi in 1974 
and back to Katibunga two years 
later. When the Benedictine monks 
of Peramiho (Tanzania) started a 
new monastery in Kayambi in 
1976, Bernhard moved and looked 
after the parish of Lwitikila and 
later of Mulanga. Since he was a 
zealous missionary with an enter-
prising spirit, the many trips to the 
outstations by motorbike or car 
caused him no problems.  

After his rich experiences in 
different parishes and the partici-
pation in the Bible course in Jeru-
salem, Bernhard became parish 
priest in Serenje in 1980. Serenje 
was the largest parish in the diocese 
of Mbala in terms of size and po-
pulation density. He did an excellent 
job in developing this parish, which 
was traditionally the stronghold of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and Protestant 
churches. He was elected to the 
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Regional Council and the Presby-
terial Council of the diocese. In 
both councils he made valuable 
contributions. After ten years of 
work, parish life had become too 
narrow for Bernhard. He was loo-
king for a change and received 
permission to attend a nine-month 
course at the Institute for Spiritual 
Leaders in Chicago. 

In 1990, Bernhard was happy 
to do a spell of home service. 
Three reasons led him to take this 
step: (a) solidarity with the confreres 
who were engaged in the Province; 
(b) to become more familiar with 
the German scene so that later on, 
upon reaching retirement age, the 
culture shock would be harsh; (c) 
to prepare himself for the next pe-
riods of mission.  

As a mission animator in Müns-
ter he tirelessly visited some 70 
parishes in East Germany. After 
the closure of the house in 1992, 
he became active in youth work in 
Frankfurt.  

Bernhard returned to Zambia 
in 1995, with many new pastoral 
experiences. His urge to penetrate 
ever deeper into the rites and cus-
toms of the Ba-Bemba made him 
a wanderer between many parishes. 
From Mpulungu he went to Chin-
sali and Mulanga, then to Chilonga 

and back to Ilondola and Chinsali 
where he had the opportunity to 
set up a room as a museum. The 
most valuable collaborators were 
the catechist couples, because they 
themselves wanted to get to know 
their traditions better. Interested 
visitors, including politicians or 
local chiefs helped him to deepen 
his knowledge. Only later did Bern-
hard recognise the negative conse-
quences of his acquired knowledge. 
Some Christians appreciated him, 
but some withdrew from him. He 
did not expect this reaction and 
was surprised by it. When an old 
and good catechist died, it turned 
out that he had been a close advisor 
to the local soothsayer for years, 
in addition to his work as a cate-
chist. This was a bitter disappoint-
ment for Bernhard. 

He had made many friends and 
confidants especially in Serenje. 
Chief Mailo allowed him to go to 
a small hut behind his palace, 
where traditional tools were stored. 
Here the chief contacted the an-
cestors and asked them to recite 
his prayers to the ‘deity’. In this 
hut Bernhard had also told the an-
cestors his wish for rain and was 
surprised when a strong thunders-
torm came up. One Sunday he 
took his Protestant colleague by 
car to the more distant churches. 
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After celebrating mass, attending 
the meeting of the parish council 
and lunch, he wanted to pick up 
the protestant pastor and found 
him still in the middle of the cele-
bration of the Lord’s Supper. He 
admired how the bowl of biscuits 
and the big cup of red juice were 
passed through the rows with much 
reverence and calmness. 

From February 2003 to April 
2004, Bernhard was allowed to 
take a sabbatical year. He took 
part in courses in Jerusalem, Rome 
and Münster-Schwarzach. After 
this time, he was strengthened for 
a new Africa experience. The ap-
pointment led him to the copper 
belt of Zambia, to Kitwe. During 
his years of work in rural parishes, 
he had always looked to city dwel-
lers with great expectations but 
this illusion was soon shaken. Of 
the sixty thousand people living 
in the two parishes of Kawama 
and Twatasha, ten thousand were 
HIV positive and one thousand 
had AIDS. Besides the direct sup-
port of the HOME-BASED-CARE- 
PROGRAMME (HBCP), the parish 
organised educational seminars in 
schools and youth groups. A parti-
cular concern was to guarantee all 
the orphans a primary school edu-
cation. Every year, about 250 young 
people received a grant for educa-

tion in a secondary school. Many 
grandmothers who had to support 
their grandchildren because their 
parents had died of AIDS were 
also supported. In the vocational 
school founded by the Mission, 
75 young people were trained as 
carpenters, seamstresses and cooks. 
With great commitment Bernhard 
managed the many schools of the 
Mission and the building projects. 
More and more halls, built of pres-
sed mud bricks, were needed to be 
able to hold the seminars of the 
HBCP- programme even during 
the 6-month rainy season. 

In 2008, Bernhard saw the time 
to hand over his work to a younger 
confrere and say farewell to Africa. 
In April 2008, he began working 
at the Centre for therapeutic fasting 
in Hörstel. In order to get in the 
mood for this task, he first lived in 
the centre and began a 14-day fas-
ting cure himself. In addition to 
work accompanying the participants 
of the various courses in the centre, 
he took on many temporary jobs, 
especially the church services in 
Surenburg, and also found time to 
participate in the activities of the 
organisation ‘New Germany’ and 
the Marriage Encounter (ME). He 
was aware of the changes that 
awaited him at home, but, as he 
said, after his ‘divorce’ from Africa, 
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he was little prepared for the chal-
lenge of understanding and accep-
ting himself in a new way. 

In 2018, his cancer became ob-
vious. His eyes had to be surgically 
removed in Essen some months 
after the radiotherapy treatment in 
Munster. But the cancer had already 

spread and particularly affected 
the liver. Unfortunately, the doctors 
could no longer help him. In the 
last few weeks, he was taken back 
to his home in Schmerlecke. With 
deep trust in God, he bore his long 
infirmity until the Lord God called 
him during his stay in the hospital 
of Oelde.
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Gotthard 
Rosner, 
Superior 

General of the Mis-
sionaries of Africa 
from 1992 to 1998, 
died in Bad Feiln-
bach near Munich 
on September 2 
2020. Gotthard was 
born on 5 May 1941 
in Neisse (diocese 
of Rottenburg) in 
Upper Silesia. Silesia was part of 
the Habsburg Empire and expe-
rienced its cultural heyday at that 
time. Then it returned to Prussia 
and became part of the German 
Reich. After the Second World 
War, the region became Polish. 

Gotthard was the youngest of 
the children of Erwin and Maria 
Rosner. He grew up with a brother 
and three sisters. His brother also 
became a priest with the Oratorians 
in the former GDR. He lived and 
worked in Leipzig until his death.  

Gotthard had to change resi-
dence often during his life. The 
most significant change was un-
doubtedly the first one. The German 

population fled Si-
lesia when the Rus-
sian army advanced 
westwards in 1945. 
War and deportation 
have always existed 
but what was excep-
tional was the aerial 
bombardment to-
wards the end of the 
war. His father was 
a soldier at the front, 
so his mother fled 

along with the five children to 
West Germany. They found a tem-
porary home in the area of Hanover. 
When his father was released from 
captivity in 1946, he moved to 
Bartenstein, near Crailsheim in 
southern Germany. He worked as 
director of a Caritas nursing home 
for older people and brought his 
family to his house. Gotthard first 
started school in Bartenstein; after 
four years of primary school, he 
attended secondary school in Bad 
Mergentheim for two years. His 
family moved to Stuttgart in 1952, 
and Gotthard attended the Eberth-
Ludwig Gymnasium, where he gra-
duated in 1961.  

Gotthard Rosner 
1941 - 2020
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Missionary vocation 

Gotthard decided to become a 
Missionary of Africa and joined 
the formation house in Trier. He 
enclosed a certificate of good 
conduct from the parish priest in 
his application, confirming that 
Gotthard lived in a Christian family 
and was actively involved in the 
parish’s youth activities. While in 
Trier, he had to learn how to inte-
grate into a community where most 
people passed through the minor 
seminary of the White Fathers. He 
would later confess that the two 
years of philosophy studies in Trier 
was his real novitiate. 

He was in the novitiate in Hörs-
tel from 1963 to 1964 and then 
studied theology in Ottawa. He 
took the missionary oath in East-
view on June 16, 1967. He was 
ordained a priest in his home parish 
in Sillenbuch on June 30, 1968.  

His teachers, both in Trier and 
in Ottawa, testified to Gotthard’s 
intellectual and human qualities, 
which predestined him for further 
studies and a future as a teacher. 
He returned to Ottawa after his 
ordination, to study theology for 
an additional year.  

His first appointment took him 
to Uganda in 1969, where he wor-

ked in Mugalike parish (Hoima 
diocese) from 1969 to 1974, first 
as curate, then as a parish priest 
and community superior. He left 
for Rome in September 1974 to 
pursue exegetical studies at the 
Pontifical Biblical Institute. Given 
the possibility of learning Hebrew 
in Jerusalem, he spent a year in 
Jerusalem before returning to the 
Generalate to complete his licentiate 
in Sacred Scripture. It was good 
preparation for his future function 
as a teacher and novice master.  
A confrere noted: “His biblical 
training equipped him well for 
preaching. His homilies were not 
only simple but also profound. He 
was also an excellent director for 
the Spiritual Exercises and Bible 
sessions. 

He began teaching at the Major 
Seminary in Gulu, Uganda, in July 
1977. And in September 1979, he 
was appointed to the spiritual year 
(novitiate) in Freiburg, where he 
became the Novice Master. He 
was appointed head of the spiritual 
year in Kasama, Zambia, in Sep-
tember 1983. In October 1986, he 
left to teach at the Major Seminary 
of St. Dominic in Lusaka, Zambia, 
where he became Dean of Studies 
in 1988. After a short sabbatical, 
he was appointed rector of our 
theology house in Toulouse. Ho-
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wever, it was not an easy start, 
given that Gotthard needed to fix 
some of the issues left behind by 
his predecessor. 

Superior General 

The year 1992 brought a radical 
change. Besides having to move 
again, Gotthard had to acquaint him-
self with a whole new area of res-
ponsibility. He was elected Superior 
General of the Missionaries of Africa 
- White Fathers by the participants 
at the General Chapter in Rome, 
even though he did not attend the 
Chapter. He asked for a brief time 
for reflection, and then, trusting in 
God and the support of the confreres, 
he accepted the election. He led the 
Society until the next General Chap-
ter in 1998, with the elected assis-
tants’ help, Fathers Jean-Claude 
Ceillier, Pedro Sala, Luc Coppejans 
and Denis-Paul Hamelin. 

However, the story of this man-
date has not yet been written. In a 
letter addressed to his family and 
friends, he wrote: “ There are many 
problems on my desk: lack of per-
sonnel, financial shortages, conflicts 
with the bishops, difficult living 
situations of the confreres and fa-
mine in some parts of Africa. But 
the most disturbing events were 
the civil war in Algeria, the geno-
cide in Rwanda and the upheavals 

in Congo. The Missionaries of 
Africa have been involved in buil-
ding flourishing Churches in 
Rwanda and Congo since the foun-
dation. In Algeria, they were pio-
neers in the encounter with Mus-
lims, with its consequences: in 
1965, the Second Vatican Council 
issued a declaration on non-Chris-
tian religions”.  

In his Christmas letter of 1999, 
he wrote to his family and friends: 
“I have many wounds in my life. 
Violent moments are like a cord 
in my life: The Second World War 
and the escape, the violent regime 
of an Idi Amin in Uganda and fi-
nally the wars in Algeria, Congo 
and Rwanda”. The short message 
to his friends showed that he dealt 
openly with suffering. He responded 
to the situation with faith in Jesus, 
the person of Jesus of Nazareth. 
The Word through whom every-
thing was created. It is difficult to 
believe in a unique and transcendent 
God, incomprehensible to the hu-
man person. However, it is made 
easier in the human way, every 
human being, as consolation and 
suffering, through the cross and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

Denis-Paul Hamelin, who lived 
with him in Rome at that time, 
bears this testimony: “For me, Got-
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thard was the incarnation of the 
man who was always ready to 
serve, generous with his time and 
money, a typical number 2 in the 
enneagram. It was his way of ful-
filling the mission entrusted to him 
by the Society. He paid great at-
tention to each one’s needs and 
sought to uncover the gifts and 
qualities of the confreres and charge 
them with tasks they could perform 
best. For him, a confrere in diffi-
culty was not a problem to be sol-
ved, but a brother to be helped 
and given a new start. 

“Files sent to the General Coun-
cil are not always the most pleasant 
to deal with. Gotthard handled 
them with great patience, without 
expressing anger or frustration; he 
gave each dossier the time and at-
tention it deserved.   

“What struck me most about 
him was his ability to listen. Asking 
for the opinion of his assistants 
was not just a job requirement for 
him. He was an attentive listener 
and took into account the views 
expressed to enrich his vision and 
occasionally to correct what he 
had foreseen as a decision. We ne-
ver had the impression of bothering 
him when we suggested another 
way of looking at things, even if it 
differed from his own. 

“He had complete confidence 
in us. From time to time, when he 
found himself overwhelmed, es-
pecially in the last months when 
his health became fragile, he never 
hesitated to entrust us with the 
preparation of a document or more 
delicate correspondence, even if it 
meant putting the finishing touches 
to it. 

“Gotthard was a community 
man. He was one with the team. 
You never get the impression that 
he saw himself as ‘the boss’ or 
above the group. He liked to relax 
and, in his way, could become the 
animator himself. 

“He also had a great quality of 
presence and remained very close 
to his family, especially his sister 
Yohanna who welcomed us all at 
the end of our term as General 
Council in 1998.” 

Mission in Zambia 
After his term as Superior Ge-

neral, Gotthard took a sabbatical 
year in the United States and re-
turned to Zambia in April 1999. 
He first attended a language course 
in Chipata and became involved 
in pastoral ministry. In 2000, Zam-
bia’s bishops asked him to take 
over the ongoing formation of dio-
cesan priests, which he did from 
Lusaka in 2002. In 2003, he left 
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for home and underwent hip sur-
gery. He returned to Lusaka in 
May 2003 and was appointed pro-
vincial of Zambia in July, a ministry 
he carried out until June 2009.  
As the provincial, he participated 
in the General Chapter in Rome  
in May 2004, after which he went 
on leave and underwent a second 
hip operation.  

On his return to Lusaka in 
2009, he took charge of the 
FENZA Centre (in French: “Foi et 
Témoignage en Zambie”), foun-
ded in 2004 by the Missionaries of 
Africa. The Centre aims to pre-
serve the cultural and religious 
contribution of the Church in 
Zambia and to document its cur-
rent development. FENZA 
comprises archives, documenta-
tion services and a library. It also 
offers courses on cultural and reli-
gious related themes, both inside 
and outside the Centre. An essen-
tial aspect of FENZA is the colla-
boration with traditional healers as 
well as Christian pastoral workers. 

Germany 
The various activities he carried 

out during his life had an impact. 
Gotthard returned to Germany in 
September 2013 on health grounds 
and was appointed to the Munich 
community. He took up temporary 
work in parishes and was a much 
sought-after preacher for retreats in 
the various Missionary of Africa 
communities. However, he became 
increasingly weak. He spent many 
weeks in Munich hospitals at the 
beginning of February 2020 before 
going into an artificial coma for a 
few weeks. The treatment was rela-
tively successful, and he was admitted 
to the rehabilitation centre in Bad 
Feilnbach in April. However, the 
merciful God decided something 
different and called Gotthard to his 
kingdom on September 2. Gotthard 
was buried on September 8, 2020, 
in the Missionaries of Africa Ceme-
tery in Munich. His funeral was at-
tended by about 30 members of his 
family and the Missionaries of Africa 
due to the Coronavirus crisis.
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Re i n h a r d 
was born 
in 1937, 

in Braunsberg, a 
small town in East 
Prussia. He was the 
fifth of seven chil-
dren. He started pri-
mary school at the 
age of six. When the 
school was conver-
ted into a military 
hospital, he occasio-
nally attended private lessons in 
the teacher’s flat for a few hours. 
As the battlefront drew closer and 
closer in December, the tutoring 
would stop. His father worked for 
the railways. He lived separately 
from his family because he had to 
be on duty and bring the German 
troops back from the battlefront. 
At the beginning of March 1945, 
his mother had to flee Braunsberg 
alone with the seven children. After 
many attempts to reach the west, 
it became possible to reach Den-
mark by boat in August, where the 
family found shelter in a refugee 
camp. In spite of the harsh condi-
tions in the camp, Reinhard attended 
the third year of primary school in 

the spring of 1947 
until July 1947. In 
autumn 1947, his 
mother was sent 
with all her children 
to Bremen, a small 
village in Upper 
Swabia in the district 
of Saulgau. A local 
agency managed to 
locate his father and 
so his mother was 
able to get in touch 

with him by correspondence. His 
father had managed to reach Kiel 
at the end of the war and had a job 
with the German railway. 

Reinhard attended primary 
school in Hohentengen. However, 
due to pulmonary disease, he had 
to spend a year and a half in various 
sanatoria. In between moving from 
one hospital to another he would 
attend school for four to six weeks. 
This meant that he was able to 
reach the end of each academic 
year. Already at an early age Rein-
hard wanted to be a missionary 
priest. His local parish priest was 
a kind and understanding guide. It 
was he who gave him lessons in 

Reinhard Hohmann 
1937 - 2020
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religious education and Latin and 
guided him to the White Fathers. 
He considered his student to be 
diligent and attentive and was plea-
sed to be able to encourage the 
gifts that his student possessed. In 
the autumn of 1947 just before his 
mother moved to Kiel, Reinhard 
was admitted to the Missionsschule 
in Haigerloch.  In 1952, he entered 
the “Obertertia” class at the “Kreuz-
burg” gymnasium in Grosskrot-
zenburg where he took the state 
exam in 1957. Two years of philo-
sophy studies followed in Trier, 
then the novitiate in Hörstel and 
the scholasticate in Eastview/ Ca-
nada. His ordination to the pries-
thood took place in Lampertheim 
in 1963.  

His first mission was in Dedza 
in Malawi in 1964. He started tea-
ching at the seminary in Mtendere. 
He was a gifted mathematics tea-
cher. However, he was attracted to 
pastoral work and changed to the 
parish of Nsipe after two years.  
After his first leave in Germany, 
he was appointed to Bembeke 
where he was chaplain to the Ca-
tholic primary school teachers in 
the diocese of Dedza where he did 
a very good job. He was a much 
loved and intelligent confrere who 
could certainly have taken on high 
responsibilities if he could have 

had a little more confidence in 
others. On the other hand, Reinhard 
often felt left alone in the task of 
organizing the apostolate of the 
laity and of caring for the teaching 
of R.E. in schools. With poor health 
he often reached his limits. That is 
why he was happy when he was 
given the opportunity in 1975 to 
go on home leave to rest. After his 
home leave he became curate in 
Mtendere in a mixed community.  
It was a new experience for him. 
Father Zender was a great help in 
getting him used to everything. 
Three week safaris to outstations 
and visits to small chapels and vil-
lages were the rule. Over a hundred 
people came for instruction to pre-
pare for adult baptism. This meant 
starting the instruction every mor-
ning at eight o’clock and ending 
only around 2 p.m. with the cele-
bration of mass. The afternoon was 
reserved for the elderly and the 
sick in the surrounding villages. 

After fifteen exhausting years 
of pastoral work, his superiors rea-
lized the time had come for Rein-
hard to take a certain distance and 
to update himself in theology, spi-
rituality and pastoral according to 
his wishes. On his return to Dedza, 
his bishop appointed him parish 
priest in Nsipe. For twelve years, 
he worked there untiringly and 
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met with many blessings. His 
confreres considered him to be a 
“globetrotter” by nature and the 
most active parish priest in the  
entire diocese of Dedza. He had 
the full confidence of his bishop, 
was his adviser on many matters, 
but was also very conscious of  
his gifts. His weakened health  
due to malaria attacks forced him 
to take a leave every three years 
with check-ups at the Tropical  
Institute.  

With the arrival of a new bishop 
and vicar general in the diocese of 
Dedza, Reinhard who until then 
had been involved in the planning 
and programming of everything, 
no longer felt accepted or desired 
and demanded a change. After his 
leave in 1995, Reinhard became 
parish priest in the city of Lilongwe. 
It was difficult for him to get used 
to the mentality of the people in a 
parish on the outskirts of a big 
city. Something that affected him 
mentally was the fact that he was 
no longer among the bishop’s ad-
visers and had no position of res-
ponsibility in the diocese. This 
showed itself both in community 
and in his pastoral work. He was 
no longer the cheerful and commit-
ted missionary he had been before. 
In addition, there were health pro-
blems which required a second 

hernia operation in Germany. Rein-
hard was aware that the time had 
come to say goodbye after 34 years 
of activity in Malawi. He still  
saw himself as capable of doing 
pastoral work in Germany. In 1998, 
Reinhard returned to the Province. 
After an extended period of rest, 
self-discipline and renewal which 
he needed after the many problems 
he had to deal with, Reinhard felt 
healthy again and fit to take over 
the job of superior in Frankfurt. 
The Bishop of Limburg appointed 
him parish priest of the city parish 
of St. Anthony in 1999. Since Rein-
hard showed a desire to return to 
Malawi, the employment contract 
with the diocese of Limburg  
had to be cut short. However, he 
was much more frail both physically 
and mentally. He needed time  
to take a step back and to rest.  
Unfortunately, doctors at that time 
were seeing signs of Alzheimer’s 
disease. This was why the respon-
sibility of the superior of the house 
was taken away from him. After a 
time of transition, he was transferred 
to Trier in 2006. Reinhard was 
still of the opinion that it was  
normal to forget due to age. A spe-
cialist in Trier noticed weakness 
in memory and concentration which 
Reinhard tried to overcome.  
Due to the negative diagnosis, the 
provincial of Malawi requested 
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that the new appointment be drop-
ped. Thus Reinhard’s dream of  
returning once more to Africa  
was over. Unfortunately, his  
suffering because of Alzheimer  
became more and more apparent 
despite intensive medical care. 

Reinhard was cared for by his col-
leagues in Haigerloch from 2007 
to 2011. When he needed qualified 
medical treatment, he was offered 
a place in the nursing home in 
Trier where he died peacefully. 
R.I.P.
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Joachim, son 
of Karl and 
Hildegarde 

Lieberich, was born 
on 7 April 1944 in 
Kaiserslautern. His 
father, who was 
mayor of the town, 
was together with 
his family respected 
and highly esteemed 
in both political and 
Catholic circles.  

He attended the Kaiserslautern 
primary school from 1951 to 1955. 
From there went on to the state 
mathematics school in the city up 
to the Obersekunda class. Following 
the advice of the Benedictines of 
St. Ottilien, Joachim then moved 
to St. Matthias Late Vocations High 
School in Wolfratshausen-Waldram, 
from June 1962 to December 1963 
to study Latin and Greek. Before 
joining the White Fathers’ missio-
nary seminary in Trier in January 
1964, he completed a preparatory 
year in philosophy. After that he 
studied philosophy in Trier. This 
was followed by the novitiate in 
Hörstel from September 1967 to 

June 1968. In Octo-
ber of the same year 
he studied theology 
(specialization in 
church history and 
sociology) at the 
University of Stras-
bourg, France, and 
passed the examina-
tion for the degree 
of “Bachelor of 
Theology”. In 1971, 
Joachim took his 

missionary oath and was ordained 
deacon in the Notre-Dame de Sion 
Chapel in Strasbourg by Bishop 
Jean-Marie Ogez, former Bishop 
of Mbarara in Uganda. One year 
later, on March 11, 1972, Joachim 
was ordained priest in the Church 
of Christ the King in Kaiserslautern 
by Bishop Dr. Isidor Markus Ema-
nuel, former Bishop of Speyer. 
After his ordination he returned to 
Strasbourg to complete his theo-
logical thesis. 

In September 1972, a new chap-
ter began in Joachim’s life. His 
first appointment to Africa brought 
him to Tanzania. After studying 
the national language Swahili, he 

Joachim Lieberich 
1944 - 2020
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had his first pastoral experiences 
in Karema, in the Diocese of Sum-
bawanga, on Lake Tanganyika. 
Warm welcome and hospitality, 
both a precious introduction to a 
world that was unknown to him, 
were the characteristics of the 
people he worked with and from 
whom he had much to learn. He 
attended this school of life throu-
ghout his 32 years of blessed ser-
vice. Joachim always remembered 
with emotion his first funeral in a 
small village near Karema. Without 
knowing it, he buried a “decapita-
ted” sub-chief of the Holoholo 
tribe. The head of the venerable 
old man was later given to nature 
on a sacred mountain according to 
tribal tradition. 

After parish work in Karema, 
Matai and Milala, Joachim took 
his first home leave in Germany 
in 1977. He gave interesting lectures 
in parishes and to groups. Back in 
Tanzania, Joachim was allowed to 
teach and mentor students at Mbeya 
Agricultural College for 4 years, 
to participate in the training of ca-
techists, to teach in secondary 
schools and to work as chaplain in 
Igogwe and the Itembo mountains. 
Then, in 1984, Joachim took a 
sabbatical year in Jerusalem, where 
he followed the retreat and the 
Bible course and followed a pro-

gram of studies at New York Uni-
versity’s College of Theology to 
become familiar with liberation 
theology. But the Tanzanian bishops 
were well informed and had reser-
vations about the study of liberation 
theology in seminaries.  Upon his 
return in 1985 Joachim could not 
plant the seeds he had brought 
with him. Therefore, he returned 
to the diocese of Mbeya and worked 
as a parish priest in Igogwe, then 
was put in charge of the parishes 
of Itumbe and Ileje. 

A decisive change took place 
in 1987. Joachim returned to Ger-
many to take part in youth and vo-
cation ministry in Munich. His 
personal style and vision of ani-
mation hardly allowed for team 
work. In addition, there was no 
clear concept of animation work 
in Germany. Up to now the focus 
had been on visiting schools, but 
Joachim get in contact with young 
people interested in Africa. He 
succeeded in establishing closer 
contacts with lay theologians and 
young people committed to the 
Third World. He travelled with 
them to Tanzania. What made it 
difficult for him was that there 
was already an oversupply of week-
ends for young people in Munich 
for reflection and formation confe-
rences. 
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After 4 years, he received his 
appointment to Mozambique. In 
1991, Joachim went to Lisbon to 
study Portuguese for 5 months. 
From there he flew to Mozambique 
at the beginning of 1992 to work 
with Father Hinkelmann in the 
parish of Inhamizwa in the arch-
diocese of Beira. It was a bitter di-
sappointment for him. He had ho-
ped to be appointed to the newly 
founded diocese of Chimoio, as 
he had known the bishop from the 
time they had lived together in 
Mbeya. In 1994, Joachim returned 
to Europe and worked as a parish 
priest in the Portuguese parish of 
Saint-Jean in the lower part of the 
town of Luxembourg, the Grund.  

In 1995, he was called up to 
take part in “Mission to Seafarers” 
in Dar-es-Salaam”, which the An-
glicans had started. This was new 
challenge, a whole new field of 
pastoral care, the care of the sea-
farers of the port of Dar-es-Salaam 
as well as the port workers. Many 
small-scale fishermen who were 
increasingly deprived of their li-
velihood by the large fishing fleets 
needed special attention. A center 
was set up for them where they 
could learn new fishing methods. 
The port mission was confronted 
with a multitude of problems for 
the seafarers: working conditions 

that were too harsh, lower wages 
and breach of contract, loneliness, 
separation from their families, 
tensions between the different na-
tionalities on board, poor diet, 
etc. The mission also had to deal 
with the problems of the seafarers’ 
families. Three weeks in the port 
was for the ships and their crews 
like a whole world in itself and 
for Joachim as well who had to 
familiarize himself with it. The 
port administration was often 
unable to solve the problems on 
the ships. So the preoccupations 
of the seafarers were addressed 
by the port chaplaincy, who contac-
ted the authorities and the diplo-
matic services. Some of them nee-
ded water supplies; others needed 
spare parts for their machinery or 
for the repair of air-conditioning 
systems, etc. In this way, many 
bridges between cultures, religions 
and continents were built. Unfor-
tunately, Joachim’s body did not 
endure these efforts for long.  
He had to travel to Germany twice 
for treatment. A knee operation 
was necessary and the coronary 
artery was blocked. It was preci-
sely this problem that forced  
him to seek treatment again shortly 
after his return in order to keep 
the artery open with a stent im-
plant. 
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In 2004, Joachim said goodbye 
to Africa and became member of 
the pastoral team of a parish in his 
hometown of Kaiserslautern, from 
where thirty-two years before he 
was sent as a missionary. Now he 
was mainly concerned with the 
Portuguese community in the parish 
of St. Konrad. 

From 2011 to 2014 Joachim 
was the local bursar of the commu-
nity in Munich. Though retired, 
he remained open to any activity 
in the big house. A mandate of 
three years was enough for him 

after which he handed over the 
task to Fr Josef Beck. He then had 
enough time to visit his friends all 
over the world. Then in 2017 came 
the shocking diagnosis: lung cancer. 
He was treated and advised by his 
brother, who was a doctor. The 
treatment was very promising and 
Joachim had high hopes for a cure. 
But when further metastases were 
found in the liver, Joachim was 
under no illusions and accepted 
his suffering from the hand of God. 
He was called home by God in the 
hospice in Bad Durkheim on 4th 
October 2020. R.I.P.
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Childhood  
From his birth in 

1928 (he had a twin 
sister) Charles’s 
whole life was sha-
ped by his family 
background, in an 
old bourgeois family 
from Saumur. His fa-
ther, Paul, who had 
remarried, died du-
ring the bombard-
ment of the town on 
June 1 1944. From the first marriage 
were four girls and a boy, from the 
second three girls and two boys. 
The death of his twin sister in 1985 
affected Charles greatly.  Throughout 
his life he kept a list of nephews to 
be kept informed, including a parish 
priest dean of Pamiers! According 
to his elder brother, he was named 
Jean-Charles in memory of his ma-
ternal uncle, Father de Gournay, of 
the MEP (Société des Missions 
Étrangères de Paris), who died a 
martyr in Tonkin in 1837 and was 
canonized by John Paul II in 1998 
(He kept as a relic a small blood 
stained piece of cloth). This explains 
why he desired to be a missionary 
at a very young age and, why not, 
a martyr! 

He often told his 
superiors: I received 
all my formation 
from the 7th grade 
up to and including 
philosophy, at St 
Louis de Saumur, a 
diocesan college. And 
I only left the diocese 
to go to Kerlois in 
October 1945. He 
was a good pupil, di-
ligent, very well 
brought up, but a bit 

lethargic and needed to be handled 
carefully. He kept a record of the 
stages of his formation, complete 
with dates and details. 

Formation 
His mother took him to Brittany 

at the end of the war. In Kerlois, 
which was undergoing construction 
work, he did his two years of Scho-
lastic Philosophy, then his novitiate 
in Maison-Carrée (Algeria) and theo-
logy in Tunisia: 1st and 4th year in 
Carthage, 2nd and 3rd in Thibar. 
The reports of his years in formation 
mention his good manners and edu-
cation, his love of liturgy (excellent 
master of ceremonies), his availability 
and piety, but also a little reserved 

Charles Mayaud 
1928 - 2020

52

PROFILES

NECROLOGIE a pag 66.qxp_speciale  07/04/21  08:46  Pagina 52



and strict. There was also mention 
of his fragile health, which had to 
be taken care of. He had the good 
fortune to follow the new orientations 
given by Fathers Siedler and Hun-
kenschroeder, who came from Ger-
many, confirming his desire for mis-
sion in the Arab world. In Carthage, 
he took the oath and diaconate in 
April 1952 and was ordained in Thi-
bar the following June 6.  

Apostolate 
On his 60th oath anniversary in 

Mours in 2012, Charles reflected 
on his vocation and his desire to be 
a missionary in the Land of Islam. 
His family, his patron saint martyr, 
Charles de Foucauld (a distant rela-
tive), and his mother inspired him 
early on to the missionary calling.  
He re-read the parable of the rich 
young man (Mark 10). Jesus took 
to loving him and said to him: Come, 
follow me! But he added that it 
would be difficult for the rich to 
enter the Kingdom. A retreat with 
Fr. Gelin around 1950 helped him 
in his decision: he would go to Mus-
lim countries. The idea of renouncing 
the apostolate among Muslims unac-
ceptable to him, a fact that was 
confirmed by the formators he met 
in Beruges and Kerlois. 

He was prepared to serve whe-
rever he was appointed but desired 
to specialize in the apostolate among 
Muslims and to integrate himself 

into the Arabic-speaking world. In 
fact, in between the Lebanon and 
Libya he would be in direct contact 
with it in Tunis, Oran and Algiers. 
He was often moved according  
to needs, perhaps to accommodate 
him: the superiors, he said, took  
advantage of this: “God proposes, 
and man disposes! ” 

His first posting was as a French 
teacher at the minor seminary in the 
Diocese of Milan, Italy! He went to 
Parella in March 53, then to Treviglio 
in October, causing him to give up 
Arabic, and became fluent in Italian 
seven years later! He was then ap-
pointed to Rayack in Lebanon in 
1960. The language spoken there 
was French, and the pupils were 
Christian (but Oriental). The liturgy 
was in Greek; he also discovered 
the Byzantine Churches and could 
celebrate every day in Greek or Ara-
bic! From 1962 to 64, he was in 
Tunis to learn literary Arabic at the 
Pontifical Institute of Oriental Studies 
in La Manouba! Charles would spend 
the summers of 61 and 65 in Jeru-
salem. It was there that he complai-
ned of liver problems and mentioned 
a badly treated amoebic infection. 
He returned to Rayack at the end of 
1964, and a year later, he was sent 
to Rome, where the institute (which 
became IPEA) needed a secretary/ 
bursar. He remained there for three 
years despite his fatigue and not 
really being up to the task. From 
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there he went to Oran in Algeria 
where someone was needed for the 
‘Centre de Documentation Econo-
mique et Sociale de Gambetta’: he 
was happy to finally meet young 
Muslims. 

Feeling exhausted, he asked for 
a sabbatical year in a parish in An-
gers, his diocese, and took the op-
portunity to do the 30-day Ignatian 
Exercises in Manrèse (Paris). He 
celebrated his 25th anniversary of 
priesthood in 1977. With the growing 
crisis in Libya, he was sent there to 
help about a dozen religious commu-
nities, mostly Italian, scattered over 
300 km in Cyrenaica, in the East. 
Martinelli, a Franciscan born in Li-
bya, was the only one left. With the 
priests and the bishop’s having left, 
these nuns and laypeople (Polish or 
Filipino) continued to serve the sick 
and worked without any linguistic 
or spiritual training. All were visited 
around Derna, a port 160 km from 
Tobruk, where Charles lived alone 
near a community of about ten Sisters 
who would remain whatever the 
cost, until 1983, during Khadafi’s 
escapades, in the poor and over-
crowded asylum-hospitals. According 
to him, they were the evangelizers! 
He also covered the Benghazi sector, 
where he celebrated in French, En-
glish or Italian. For the Filipino wor-
kers, who were grateful to him, he 
took Tagalog language classes with 
a nurse! After undergoing gallbladder 

surgery in Paris, very tired after 
another year in Derna, he returned 
to France at the end of 1983 on 
order of the then Superior General, 
Father Bob Gay, for a few months 
of rest in Paris or Toulouse, close to 
his twin sister.  

In October 1984, he returned to 
Tunisia. He was appointed to a parish 
by the prelate, Mgr Callens WF, fol-
lowed by two Orientals, Mgr Twal 
Fouad and Lahham Maroun, who 
became bishops respectively in 1992 
and 2005 and then archbishops of 
Carthage in 1995 and 2010.  Charles 
was first the parish priest of Sousse, 
on the seafront, and later assigned 
to the IBLA as a librarian in 1987.  
He also participated in the session 
for senior confreres in Rome in May 
1996. Charles returned to the parish 
of Marsa-Carthage in 2001 until he 
was repatriated, accompanied by a 
cardiologist, for the urgent treatment 
of ventricular stenosis. 

Retreat 
On May 28 2002, he underwent 

heart surgery at the Pitié-Salpêtrière.  
In October 2002, he was appointed 
to the reception service of rue Friant 
in Paris. He revisited Rome during 
the session for Seniors in September 
2003. In June 2006, he was again 
sent to the PISAI as a doorkeeper, 
telephone operator and temporary 
librarian!  In June 2008, he was ap-
pointed to Mours but asked to be 
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relieved of his duties for nervous 
and psychological reasons in 2012. 
In 2013, Billère was proposed to 
him. There he resumed prayer and 
life in community, keeping up his 
relationships and doing some research 
work (on cards finely written in 
French or Arabic). Before long, he 
would slip into deafness and silence, 
with symptoms of Alzheimer’s di-
sease. On the night of October 8, 
2020, the Lord took him in his sleep, 
freeing him from his apparent tomb.  

Funeral 
He had planned his burial as 

early as 2005: in the nearest place 
and the least expensive, with his 
W.F. P.B. rosary, two embroidered 
stoles from Oran and Libya, a cross 
bearing the critical dates of his life, 
an Arabic inscription in Kairouan 
“God is enough for me! There is no 
god other than God! ». For the rea-
dings, he wanted a text by Paul (Gal 
3, 22-29) and the parable of the 
weeds and darnel (Mat 13, 27-30) 
with its commentary. Given his taste 
for liturgy, his choices were respec-
ted. With sanitary constraints, the 
funeral was presided over on October 
14 by the son of his twin sister, 
Bertrand de Sentenac, Dean-Parish 
priest of Pamiers. His younger bro-
ther, a widower from St Malo was 
also present. Confreres, who had 
known him in activity, Father Gayet, 
Father Thiriez, and Father Paquet, 

took part in the Eucharistic celebra-
tion. Only a small number of people 
were allowed to be present.  He was 
laid to rest in the nearby vault of 
the White Fathers. 

Philippe Thiriez
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Note this quotation from 
John Paul II: “It is indeed a 
mystery that the part of good 
that evil has not succeeded in 
destroying, is the key to reading 
the whole history of man... The-
refore, it is the good that per-
severes alongside evil and grows 
on the same ground, which is 
human nature. It has preserved 
its capacity for good in the dif-
ferent periods of history”.  

And how he explained it to 
Muslims: “God alone is good. 
The fountain of love that he 
bears in him springs forth in 
his Son and, through him, in 
all his brothers and sisters. We 
can’t describe this in words. 
This immense sea, these Saharan 
ergs, can only give living water! 
God is the Living One, and he 
makes us all live by his breath, 
the Spirit.” What a beautiful 
paraphrase of John 5:22-26!
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Our estee-
m e d 
confrere 

was born in 1930  
as the son of Julius 
Beck and Krescentia 
Weidelener in 
Moosburg. It was 
there that he spent a 
joyful and eventful 
youth in a deeply 
religious family to-
gether with his two 
brothers and two sisters. His father 
was mayor of Moosburg for many 
years. 

After his primary school years 
Josef learnt the trade of blacksmith 
in Buchau. At the age of 17, the 
wish to become a priest and mis-
sionary matured in him. In 1947, 
he went to Haigerloch for a late 
vocation course and then started 
secondary school in Zaitzkofen. 
In 1949, he moved to Grosskrot-
zenburg where he passed the se-
condary school-leaving examina-
tion. This was followed by two 
years of philosophy in Trier and 
the novitiate in Maison Carrée. 
And as usual at that time the theo-

logical studies began 
in Thibar/Tunisia 
and continued in 
Carthage after two 
years.  Joseph took 
his missionary oath 
there in 1958. He 
was ordained priest 
by Bishop Kiwa-
nuka in Frankfurt on 
the feast of SS Peter 
and Paul that same 
year. 

In 1959, Fr. Beck was appointed 
to Mali. After the introductory 
course in Faladye (language, cus-
toms and traditions) his missionary 
work began in the Diocese of Mopti 
in the north of the country, at a 
time when there was still pioneering 
work to be done. Josef’s first mis-
sion was Barapireli where he lear-
ned the Dogon Language. On the 
8th October 1960, he left this mis-
sion and moved to Pel, which is 
also in the Dogon country but 
where another dialect is spoken. 
Here too he showed the abilities 
which he had already shown in 
Barapireli. He felt more at ease in 
Pel than in Barapireli. Gifted in 

Josef Beck 
1930 - 2020
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languages, he studied the language 
with great zeal and laid the foun-
dations for a grammar that no one 
had done before him. His cheerful 
and kind way of life in the commu-
nity, his availability to help and 
his commitment were highly es-
teemed. As an understanding and 
insightful bursar, he managed the 
material affairs of the mission. 
Each safari was a new experience 
and a new challenge which he ac-
cepted passionately. The people of 
the Dogon country recognized this 
and so the ever kind father was 
highly esteemed by them.   

In addition to his pastoral work, 
he became involved in the deve-
lopment of the population. Medical 
care was improved, literacy courses 
were offered, single-axle donkey 
carts were built, and wells were 
dug. In addition to the knowledge 
of his profession as a blacksmith, 
Josef was also a master to his Afri-
can workers in electricity and ins-
tallations. With an understanding 
and calm attitude, he would laugh 
over some defects if they were not 
caused by gross negligence. Un-
fortunately, the missionary had 
exhausted all his energy for all 
these activities and his health was 
ruined. His superiors had to let 
him travel to Germany with the 
request to schedule a thorough me-

dical examination at the Tropical 
Institute before his already planned 
regular leave. 

After 14 years of activities which 
left their mark on the church of 
Pel and its surroundings Josef mo-
ved to Mopti in 1974 where he 
became the vicar general of the 
diocese. Living in Mopti was not 
easy, especially in the bishop’s 
house where everything was cen-
tralized: the administration, the 
management of the schools, the 
workshops, the parish and above 
all many guests who were either 
members of the diocese or tourists 
who were fascinated by the mag-
nificent land of the Dogons. A pa-
tient well organized and thoughtful 
man, who could lead and encourage 
people, Josef was the right man in 
the right place. He understood how 
to promote a dynamic pastoral care 
in the surroundings entrusted to 
him in the diocese. It was in his 
nature to be respectful. He main-
tained good personal relations with 
the people and thus had gained 
the confidence of all. Sometimes 
it was difficult for him to make up 
his mind in a neutral manner be-
cause he was very much influenced 
by the land of the Dogons. His 
desire to do a sabbatical year and 
follow courses at the homiletics 
and catechetics institute in München 
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was refused by Bishop Biard in 
1980. He was of the opinion that 
such a long absence of the vicar 
general and the director of the trai-
ning centre was not acceptable wi-
thout some personnel changes at 
that time. Josef accepted to move 
to Sévaré and was mainly concer-
ned with all subsequent develop-
ment of the centre, new accom-
modation, new classrooms for his 
classes and an expanded curricu-
lum. Attempts by the Province of 
Germany to get Josef to work in 
his homeland were always post-
poned. Bishop Biard’s state of 
health deteriorated further and only 
in 1986, was the training of a suc-
cessor for the centre begun. The 
years 1986 to 1988, were the most 
difficult in Josef’s opinion. He was 
criticized from many quarters by 
confreres and especially by parish 
priests. For them it was new to 
have to work together with cate-
chists and lay people whose training 
was oriented towards leadership 
and co-responsibility tasks in the 
parishes and outstations, which 
they also demanded. At that time, 
Josef was in a difficult position 
vis-à-vis Bishop Biard, who did 
not fully and completely support 
his pastoral objectives, even though 
he had entrusted him with the exe-
cution of the diocesan pastoral pro-
ject, which was based exclusively 

on strengthening the role of the 
laity. A significant highlight in  
this period was surely the visit of 
the then German Federal President 
von Weizsäcker to Mopti. He had 
changed the programme of his  
visit all of a sudden. He was taking 
a boat tour and visited the missio-
nary whose Christmas message he 
had read. He was very impressed 
by Josef’s work and wanted to  
honour him. 

In 1988, the succession of Bi-
shop Biard was settled and Father 
Martin Happe became administrator 
of the Diocese of Mopti. This de-
cision was a disappointment for 
Josef and he found it very hard to 
accept it. Jean Bello became the 
new vicar general and replaced 
him. To make the change more 
pleasant, Father Happe offered him 
an extended leave of absence in 
his country. He attended courses 
in Jerusalem, Rome and Munich. 
After his return to Mali in January 
1989, Josef went back to Sévaré.  

After his leave in 1992, Josef 
became parish priest of Barapireli. 
It was here that he had begun his 
first pastoral experience. The in-
sertion was not difficult for him, 
since he knew many catechists  
and lay people who were in for-
mation in his time in Sévaré. In 
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the meantime, Barapireli had grown 
with over 120 villages with Chris-
tian communities and many cate-
chumens.  

When Jean Zerbo became the 
new bishop of Mopti, Josef’s desire 
to work in his home region was 
realized. He took over the bursar’s 
office in Haigerloch and six months 
later he became the superior there. 
In 1997, he was awarded the Order 
of Merit of the Federal Republic 
of Germany at a village festival in 
his birthplace Moosburg. However, 
integration in Haigerloch was dif-
ficult for him, he was therefore 
happy with the offer of the pro-
vincial of Mali after three years as 
guest house manager in Bamako. 
It was fully in line with his interests 
and plans for the future so he ac-
cepted it immediately. 

His 75th birthday was an op-
portunity to bid farewell to Africa. 
On 15 November 2005, he left Ba-
mako with the desire to be able to 
do some more substantial work in 
his homeland. Known as an eco-

nomist and good manager, he took 
up the job as a bursar in Munich. 
The renewal of the house coincided 
with this period. With his expe-
rience as a builder, he was the 
right confrere and contact person 
for the provincial bursar in Cologne. 
In 2011, Josef handed over his res-
ponsibilities to younger confreres 
and moved to Haigerloch as a re-
sident.  

The move from Haigerloch to 
Hechingen caused him fewer pro-
blems than his other confreres.  He 
was happy to be able to celebrate 
his 90th birthday there. Because 
of his coughing fits and pain in 
his ribs Josef was examined in the 
clinic of the “Schillerhöhe” in Stutt-
gart. The diagnosis was advanced 
lung cancer. A rehabilitation clinic 
would only bring him relief, but a 
cure was out of the question. With 
deep trust in God’s providence he 
endured his suffering and surely 
also had his reward for his work 
in the Lord’s vineyard. 

Günther Zahn
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Gé r a r d 
was the 
son of 

Ludger Bouchard 
and Lætitia Trem-
blay. He was the 
eighth of thirteen 
children: four girls 
and nine boys. He 
was born on June 
4, 1931 in Chicou-
timi. After his pri-
mary education, he 
entered the Minor Seminary in 
Chicoutimi in 1947. His father 
wanted him to become a medical 
doctor. He had to work during his 
holidays to help pay for his studies. 
At the end of his classical studies, 
he revealed to his father his desire 
to become a White Father, a Mis-
sionary of Africa. And his father 
replied: “You want to be a mis-
sionary. Well, become a good one; 
and to help you, I will go to Mass 
and receive Holy Communion 
every morning before going to 
work.” 

In 1954, he was accepted by 
the White Fathers and entered the 
novitiate at St-Martin de Laval on 

August 9. A year la-
ter, he found himself 
at the Scholasticate 
in Eastview for his 
theological studies. 
He took his missio-
nary oath on June 
21, 1958 and was 
ordained priest on 
January 31, 1959. 
He was appointed to 
the Diocese of Ka-
rema in Tanzania 

and left for Africa in September 
1959. 

At the beginning of October, 
he arrived in Milala, his first parish. 
After a few weeks of adaptation, 
he started learning the Swahili lan-
guage and began his ministry in 
the villages barely two months 
after. During the next three years 
he would be appointed successively 
to Mpanda and then to Chiwanda. 

On June 14, 1964, he received 
the news of his father’s death, and 
a few days later, his younger brother 
Yvan was ordained priest with the 
Missionaries of Africa. Gerard re-
turned to Canada the following 
year for his first home leave.  

Gérard Bouchard 
1931 - 2020
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In August 1966, he left again 
for Tanzania, but this time he was 
appointed to the parish of Ulumi, 
near Zambia, where his brother 
Yvan had been appointed in Lwena 
parish. He visited him on his return. 
After this encounter, he wrote: 
“These were unforgettable mo-
ments, two brothers in the African 
jungle, missionaries for the Holy 
Church”. One of his fondest me-
mories was the construction of the 
church of Ulumi from January to 
September 1968. The following 
year he was in Laela to build ano-
ther church where he was appointed 
parish priest in 1971. 

In 1974, he was appointed  
vicar in Mamba, which was his 
6th parish, and stayed there for 
ten years. According to his own 
testimony, it was here that he was 
happiest. 

In 1976, he returned to Canada 
for a year of renewal at the Domi-
nican Pastoral Institute in Montreal. 
He then returned to Tanzania in 
August 1977.  At the end of 1984, 
Bishop Msakila asked him to be-
come parish priest in the parish of 
Tunduma to help build the church, 
his third one. Everything went very 
well. In January 1987, he fractured 
his wrist in a fall and returned to 
Canada for treatment. 

Once he was healed, Gérard 
was appointed for missionary ani-
mation in Chicoutimi, for three 
years. But first he went to Jerusalem 
for the 30-day Retreat. Upon his 
return, he wrote: “I must be eter-
nally grateful to the Good Lord 
who allowed me to live these three 
unforgettable months!” This stay 
in Jerusalem prepared him well 
for work in parishes and schools 
in the two dioceses of Chicoutimi 
and Baie Comeau.  

In 1990, he left for Tanzania 
with a new appointment as parish 
priest of the new parish of Christ 
the King in the town of Sumba-
wanga.  His bishop then asked him 
to lead a retreat for religious sisters 
which he accepted after much he-
sitation. He was asked to render 
the same service several times in 
the following years, in other cir-
cumstances, among others for a 
group of deacons.  

In February 1994, he fell ill. 
After several unproductive treat-
ments, he decided to hand over 
the parish to a Tanzanian priest 
and return to Canada permanently. 
He was 63 years old. He had spent 
35 years of missionary life in 
Africa. He completed that year 
with the Jesuits in Manresa, Quebec 
City, to update himself theologically 
and pastorally. 
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However, he accepted to be ap-
pointed curate at Rock Forest in 
the diocese of Sherbrooke. To be 
integrated into his new world, he 
was initiated into the Cursillos mo-
vement, and then into the third de-
gree of the Knights of Columbus. 
After three years in this parish, at 
the request of the provincial, he 
joined the Chicoutimi community. 
There he was appointed to the 
parish of St. Anthony. But in 2001, 
he resigned due to heavy workload. 
Four years later, he made a pilgri-
mage to Rome for three weeks. 
He took part in the session for the 
confreres over 70, a session that 
left a deep impression on him. 

In 2010, he joined the White 
Fathers’ community at the Mgr 
Paré Residence at the Antonian 
Sisters of Mary in Chicoutimi. 
Five years later, he was appointed 
to the Sherbrooke community. This 
time of retirement gave him the 

opportunity to write his memoirs 
in which he proudly recounts his 
missionary and spiritual experience. 
This was probably his way of 
giving thanks to the Lord. 

At the beginning of July 2020, 
following a slight heart attack, he 
had to be hospitalized. Two months 
later, on September 15, his condi-
tion required that he be kept at the 
“Argyll” Long Term Care Hospital. 
His stay there had made a lasting 
and beautiful impression on all. 
He amazed all the nursing staff 
with his peace, self-abandonment 
and serenity.  

He died there on 16 October 
2020. After cremation, his ashes 
were handed over to his brother 
Yvan in Chicoutimi, where the fu-
neral took place on October 25 in 
St-Antoine church. The ashes were 
then deposited in the Bouchard fa-
mily vault in the St-Antoine parish.
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Ad r i a a n , 
c a l l e d 
Ad, was 

born in Oisterwijk, 
Netherlands, on the 
10th of September 
1921. When he was 
two, the family mo-
ved to Belgium, so 
it was for that Pro-
vince that he started 
his missionary for-
mation in Boechout, 
Maison Carrée in 
Algiers, in Carthage and Heverlee, 
where he took the missionary oath 
on the 21st of September 1945, 
and was ordained on the 22nd   of 
April 1946. In 1956 his brother 
Frans went as a volunteer to Tan-
zania and married there. He dedi-
cated himself to “Shallow Wells” 
with sturdy hand-pumps which 
could be repaired by local black-
smiths. A cousin, Mgr. Ernst, was 
bishop of Breda, Netherlands.  

Ad had a sound judgment, was 
meticulous, but could lose himself 
in details. He was persevering, 
practical by nature, and somewhat 
nervous, ever cheerful, an optimist. 

He could get along 
with everyone, but 
could be authorita-
rian. He loved sin-
ging, and was choir-
master during his 
formation. 

In December 
1946 he left for  
Kasongo diocese, 
Congo, for pastoral-
work. For 10 years 
he worked in several 

parishes, always with the schools 
among his assignments:  Mun-
gombe, Kamituga, Kabare, Baraka, 
Shabunda, where in November 
1954 he was appointed director of 
all parish-schools, among which a 
Teacher Training College. He wor-
ked with dedication and proved to 
be a good bursar.  

During his 1956 home-leave he 
studied the teaching-methods for 
primary-education in Belgium, and 
the youth-movements, as he ex-
pected to work in Congo with the 
locally-launched youth-movement 
“Waxaveri”. He also made the 
Ignatian 30-day Exercises. 

Ad van de Laak 
1921 - 2020
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Additionally, alongside the work 
in education he went on pastoral 
safari’s, and happened to go for a 
week to Kibanga, a village commu-
nity, which had not been visited 
for over half a year. He baptized 
there a dozen adults, the first since 
1893!  The parish was quite ex-
tensive with difficult safari’s in 
the mountains and on Lake Tan-
ganyika: one had to make some 
180 km across the lake until the 
Katanga border. Hence according 
to Ad they had too little contact 
with the population. 

End 1960 Ad wrote that his 
health was good and his morale 
even better. But the political si-
tuation was deteriorating. In compa-
rison with other regions in the dio-
cese, Baraka was an oasis of peace. 
“But we never know what will 
happen”. That brought about a 
crisis among the Christians, parti-
cularly among the men; the cate-
chumens took a wait-and-see atti-
tude, and just a mere few followed 
the instructions. Beginning 1961 
the political unrest got even worse, 
and Ad was expelled after being 
in prison for some time. 

Ad went to Rumonge parish in 
neighboring Burundi. He started 
teaching Swahili and morality, then 
French, and also tried to make 

contacts with the Muslim world, 
but due to his being expelled he 
could not work with enthusiasm. 
After about 6 months, his return 
to Congo was arranged, and Ad 
went to Lulingu parish. Gradually 
he managed to get over that psy-
chological shock, which he was 
able to do, according to his regional 
superior, owing to his deeply-rooted 
faith. 

For some time, he worked in 
the parishes Lulingu, Moyo and 
Mingana. In 1964 the disturbances 
started again! They were able to 
stay in their presbyteries and 
convents in the centers, but could 
not go to village communities, as 
travelling some distance from the 
centers was unsafe due to the rebels. 
Getting hold of provisions and 
transporting personnel being only 
possible by a small plane. 

In July 1964 Ad was asked to 
work for a year and a half in the 
administration of the Catholic prin-
ting-press in Bukavu, and after 
that he was for some months in 
Kalima parish.  

From May 1966 to February 
1975 Ad worked in Kigulube. This 
parish was far away from Kasongo. 
Just a few people were living on 
the spot; the main pastoral work 
was visiting the village communi-
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ties, of which some had not seen a 
priest for more than a year. For 
some time, the community had 
just one utility vehicle which re-
gularly broke-down and for which 
the spare-parts were not always 
available. Early 1974 Ad wrote: 
“The nice bush of Kigulube is be-
coming more and more impene-
trable … And the roads do not im-
prove either”. In February 1975 
he moved to Lulingu for parish 
work; and in February 1980 he 
was appointed Assistant Treasurer 
General of Bukavu Archdiocese.  

In June 1981 he was appointed 
assistant chaplain of the Archdio-
cesan Fomulac Katana hospital, at 
the shore of the beautiful Lake 
Kivu, where he daily went for a 
swim. In August 1983 he became 
the chaplain in charge. He worked 
there for 14 years. Towards the 
end of 1993 the economic situation 
deteriorated and one relapsed into 
bartering, but of course only for 
those who had something to barter 
with. The population was visibly 
losing weight, including the hospital 
personnel and even the sick, by 
which the healing-process was slo-
wed-down or even prevented. For 
the sick Ad bought soja-biscuits 
to help them regain their strength. 
He wrote: “Sometimes I am almost 
ashamed to eat. One represses that 

feeling, and one eats, if not one 
passes out. But one does not feel 
happy”.  

In July 1995 Ad returned for 
good and went to live in our 
community in Vaassen in the Dutch 
Province, but he wrote: “Yet I 
would like to maintain my contacts 
with the Belgian Province, as I 
know most of the confreres there 
and I am known by them”. Hence 
he asked to continue receiving their 
Nuntiuncula and other letters and 
new items. By his whistling on a 
high note one knew where in the 
house Ad would be. When Vaassen 
community closed, he moved to 
Dongen in July 2002. He was get-
ting quite deaf, and hence got so-
mewhat isolated, but he remained 
cheerful, and his whistling could 
always be heard somewhere in the 
house. He was in charge of the sa-
cristy and of the regular supply of 
what was needed for the liturgy. 

In June 2006 he moved to Heyt-
huysen. When the weather would 
somehow allow, he would take 
long walks in the park around our 
house, with or without his rosary. 
For obtaining his identity-card all 
his finger-tips had to be scanned. 
To the surprise of the clerk Ad  
asked: “Do you want all my toes 
too? “For a hair-cut the barber  
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asked: Please remove your spec-
tacles. Then: please remove your 
hearing-aid too. Ad asked: “My 
dentures too?” 

Growing older Ad started suf-
fering from dementia. On the 1st 
of March 2018 he had to leave our 
community in Heythuysen to move 
to the nursing home Hornerheide, 
where he could receive the care 
he needed. Quite soon he felt at 
home there, and received the visits 
of relatives, confreres, and of the 
ladies of our coordination team. 

The year of his hundredth birthday 
was approaching but he died pea-
cefully there on the 31st of October 
2020. 

On the 5th of November 2020 
we took leave of him in the chapel 
of St. Charles, Heythuysen, and 
buried him in our cemetery there.  

The aspect of Jesus that Ad 
high-lighted in his life was: “I was 
hungry, and you gave me to eat, 

I was sick, and you came to 
visit me, ...” (Mt. 25: 35-36).
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Father Ne-
ven passed 
away pea-

cefully on Saturday, 
November 14, 2020. 
He had a stroke du-
ring an operation at 
the Paul Brien hos-
pital (Schaarbeek), 
after a fall on 8 No-
vember. Later he 
was transferred to 
Brugmann (Laken), 
where he received the sacrament 
of the Anointing of the sick. The 
funeral was held in private on 
Thursday 19 November, in the cha-
pel of the MRS St-Joseph in Evere, 
because of the pandemic. 

Waly, as everyone called him, 
was born in Liege on 26 January 
1927. He studied Greco-Latin clas-
sical studies at the ‘Collège Saint-
Martin’ in Seraing with a special 
year for the sciences at the Collège 
Saint-Barthélemy in Liège. In Sep-
tember 1945 he joined the White 
Fathers at Thy-le-Chateau. On 
completion of the novitiate in Var-
senare, he began theology at s’Hee-
renberg (1948-1951), where he 

took his missionary 
oath; he then conti-
nued his studies in 
Monteviot (Scot-
land, 1951-1952). 
He was ordained 
priest there on 31 
May 1952 at Galas-
hiels. He did a li-
centiate in philoso-
phy at the Gregorian 
University in Rome 
(1952-1954), follo-

wed by his “military service” at 
the University of Louvain, during 
which he followed courses in phi-
losophy as an independent student.  

He took off with Sobelair for 
Burundi on 24 September 1955. 
Bishop Grauls appointed him as 
bursar in Gitwenge, where he lear-
ned the language and was introdu-
ced to pastoral work. “No time  
for a dialogue of faith...all the time 
crowds of people; in fact, a rather 
superficial pastoral approach, he 
would later write. In February 
1956, he became director of schools 
and curate in Rusengo, but in Au-
gust he was called to Bujumbura 
Saint-Michel for the same function. 

Walrave (Waly) Neven 
1927 - 2020
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He described his life there as “over-
flowing with activities”. A year 
later he was teaching philosophy 
at the major seminary of Burasira, 
“a calm and orderly life”. Father 
Peters, the Regional Superior noted 
in 1959: “In spite of his multiple 
occupations at the seminary, he 
still finds time to do some ministry. 
He knows the language well. Also 
knows the country and what is 
happening there”. In July 1962, 
the Province called him back to 
Brussels as vice-provincial and as-
sistant to Father Kamiel Plessers. 
Together they witnessed the vio-
lence in the Congo in 1964 and 
the assassination of several 
confreres. It was also a time of 
major changes in the formation 
system of our candidates. The Fle-
mish and Walloon philosophers, 
already very few in number, would 
meet at the rue Vital Decoster 
(Leuven) and follow courses at the 
university.  Meanwhile, Varsenare 
would welcome elderly confreres 
as well as being next to a youth 
centre. Soon the scholasticate in 
Heverlee would follow this trend. 

Waly had to discontinue his se-
cond term of office when he was 
elected Assistant General at the 
Chapter in June 1967. He was 
comfortable in his new responsi-
bility and spoke of the ‘cross-fer-
tilization’ that characterizes their 

teamwork. He prepared the me-
morable visit of the Superior Ge-
neral, Theo van Asten, to Mozam-
bique in 1968. In November 1974, 
he was appointed to the Secretariat 
for African Collaboration Meetings 
within the framework of SECAM-
USG-UISG. It was a liaison body 
between the Unions of Superiors 
General (men and women) and the 
permanent committee of SECAM. 
He was appointed Assistant General 
in May 1977, to replace Father Je-
sús Sala, who had resigned, while 
still working in the Secretariat.  

On May 1981, he was appointed 
Regional Superior for Burundi. He 
arrived there in the midst of the 
persecution of the Church inaugu-
rated by Bagaza in 1979. “In reality, 
my main task was to accompany 
my confreres to the airport because 
they were all leaving one after the 
other. In September 1982, he took 
part in the Plenary Council in Rome. 
Towards the end of his second term 
of office, on 20 August 1987, he 
was, in his turn, expelled from Bu-
rundi. And on 7 February 1988, he 
returned there, still as a regional 
superior. In March 1990, he was 
appointed coordinator of missionary 
and vocational animation. “I feel 
very comfortable in this new mis-
sion that brings me into contact 
with young people, especially se-
condary school pupils coming to 
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the end of their schooling and young 
teachers who have just started to 
work”. In September 1990, Pope 
John Paul II visited Burundi. Waly 
wrote in an evaluation: “So many 
issues have not been addressed. 
The Church still needs to learn to 
address the serious problems that 
continue to affect the people: over-
population, the impoverishment of 
the mass of peasants, the gap bet-
ween rich and poor, AIDS and 
sexual debauchery, selfishness and 
corruption, the hidden ethnocentrism 
that is still reappearing, the lack of 
respect for the human person. In 
short: the entire moral fabric of 
the Burundian society is yet to be 
a reality”. In April 1991, his sister 
Nadine visited him, and in February 
1992, he had the joy of celebrating 
his mother’s 90th birthday with his 
brothers and sister. The same year, 
on the occasion of the centenary 
of Cardinal Lavigerie’s death, he 
took part in a television programme, 
which he himself had prepared in 
the form of a round table discussion 
with two bishops and a White Sister. 
From December ‘91 to May ‘92, 
he took an active part in the work 
of the Commission ‘Church, Youth 
and Vocation’ from December ‘91 
to May ‘92. With some confreres, 
including Luc Putzeys and some 
White Sisters, they organised ‘Tout 
Lavigerie’ sessions for interested 

young people. Waly gave spiritual 
guidance to many young boys and 
a few young girls. In 1993, he was 
elected to the regional council. In 
December 1996, he became superior 
of the community of Gitega. The 
country still lived with ethnic ten-
sions and was subject to internatio-
nal sanctions. He wrote: “I have 
never felt as much as I do now the 
difference between being active, 
carrying out projects and being 
simply there, ready to listen, to 
give courage and hope and to help 
whenever possible, no matter where 
the call comes from”. From time 
to time a little nostalgia: “Here in 
Burundi, the missionaries of Africa 
are still 24 in number but in 1966, 
we were 242!” However, he added 
immediately: “It must be said that 
in the meantime the local clergy 
has grown considerably”.  

At the beginning of October 
1999, Waly went to Bujumbura to 
run the first phase of the WF for-
mation in Burundi. The war in 
Congo had prevented candidates 
from being sent to Bukavu. “What 
a wonderful experience I had: to 
share in depth all that makes up 
my missionary life with young Bu-
rundian brothers”. In September 
2001, he joined the parish of 
Buyenzi. In 2002, the Belgian Pro-
vince attempted to have him ap-
pointed to the province in order to 
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assume responsibility for the 
community of La Plante, Namur. 
Unfortunately, this was not suc-
cessful. On 1 July 2003, he was 
again appointed Regional Superior 
of Burundi, and took part in the 
session of the 70+ in Rome same 
year. His last appointment took 
him to La Ruzizi, as a member of 
staff of the first cycle. “I came to 
this Centre”, he wrote, “like a ‘wise 
old man’ - at least I hope so - offe-
ring a wealth of experience and 
knowledge of the Society to my 
young African confreres who run 
this house”. He taught only one 
course: ‘oral and written expres-
sion’, a compulsory course in all 
the universities of the Congo. “I 
have a lot of work to do,” he ad-
mitted, “trying to combat pronun-
ciation errors and incorrect expres-
sions. He concluded: “Like the old 
WF, I don’t have much to do, but I 
wake up very early to do it”. On 3 
September 2011, he returned, quite 
exhausted, and remained in Bel-
gium. He moved to rue de Linthout 
and was still helping out at the re-
ception desk. In his Christmas letter 
of 2016, he confessed that he still 
officiated at the Eucharist of the 
community, but “perched on a bar 
stool”. In February 2018, he agreed 
to join the MRS Saint-Joseph in 
Evere. “I still enjoy reading as well 
as having two sessions a day in 

front of my desktop screen. This 
way I keep in touch with Africa 
and the friends over there”. The 
publication of Bishop Martin’s me-
moirs was his responsibility until 
the end, with the agreement of the 
Burundi Bishops’ Conference. 

In 1977, on the occasion of 
Waly’s silver jubilee, Father Jean-
Marie Vasseur, Superior General, 
gave a toast: “Above all, I would 
like to thank you for the manner 
in which you do all that you do. 
First and foremost because you 
are, and always remain, deeply hu-
man: with all your ability to listen 
and to pay attention to others; with 
a more than an ordinary dose of 
patience, benevolence and indul-
gence; with this charism which 
enables you to trust and build trust; 
with such delicate humour which 
makes you feel at ease and enables 
you to happily resolve difficult si-
tuations... It is good to live with 
someone who knows how to 
breathe “humanity”... At the funeral, 
Father Arnould de Schaetzen added: 
“In all this, he was surprisingly 
humble”. Tall and impressive in 
stature, he remained uncommonly 
simple and accessible. He was a 
great gentleman and humility itself”.  

Every year Waly sent out Christ-
mas greetings to family and friends. 
In 2006, he wrote: “How else could 
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I conclude this curriculum vita 
than by giving thanks to the Lord. 
I said yes to his call, I never chose 
my appointments. Perhaps this is 
the secret behind my happiness in 

apostolic life. What else can I say 
but a big thank you to this Jesus 
who has never disappointed me 
and has ever so gently made me a 
disciple? ”
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We were 
dismay -
ed to learn 

of the unexpected 
death of André, who 
was found dead next 
to his bed on Tues-
day 17 November 
2020. 

André was born 
in Dinant in the pro-
vince of Namur on 
1 January 1943, the 
fourth of six children, two girls 
and four boys. After primary school 
in Verviers, he followed classical 
studies at the St-François-Xavier 
College in the same town. He ap-
plied for his first university degree 
in pharmacy. Having recovered 
from hepatitis in 1961, he joined 
the White Fathers in Thy-le-Château 
in September. At the end of the 
novitiate in Varsenare, he moved 
to Vals-près-Le Puy in France to 
study theology; where he already 
started studying Arabic. The staff 
described André as a self-effacing 
young man, but very gifted, simple, 
conscientious and very pleasant in 
community. He cared for others, 

was delicate and 
helpful. It was re-
ported that he suf-
fered from liver 
problems and in-
somnia and his 
health needed to be 
monitored. He took 
the missionary oath 
on 27 June 1967, 
and was ordained 
priest in Verviers 
on 23 June 1968, 

by Mgr Van Zuylen, Bishop of 
Liège.  

He was appointed to Algeria 
for the diocese of Laghouat.  He 
spent a year in a language centre 
in Algiers before beginning his 
studies in Islamology at the IPEA 
in Rome in September 1969. He 
would have liked to continue with 
the study of sociology in Liège 
two years later but this was not 
granted. On 1 June 1971, he retur-
ned to Algeria. He was alone as 
WF in Aflou in the desert, on the 
high plateaus, in a very harsh cli-
mate (a winter lasting six months, 
snow, rain and winds). He formed 
a small team with three White Sis-

André Bertholet 
1943 - 2020
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ters and an AFI (Auxiliaire feminine 
internationale). He had a full sche-
dule as a teacher in a remedial 
class. Lucien Van Wielendaele, 
provincial of Belgium, who visited 
him in 1972 found him “very iso-
lated psychologically”. During his 
few years in Africa, André returned 
to Belgium several times on holiday 
and took part in the running of 
summer camps for young people 
in Switzerland. In October 1973, 
André was appointed to Touggourt, 
however, he apparently found it 
difficult to adapt there. The regional 
director, Johannes Esser, offered 
him a technical training course in 
view of the political orientations 
of the Algerian government. André 
replied “that the priesthood was 
enough for him”. In June 1975, he 
went on medical leave and spent 
some time in Mours and rue Friant. 
He followed some renewal courses 
and ended up with a pastoral 
commitment in the parish of Mai-
son-Alfort. At the beginning of Ja-
nuary 1977, he returned to rue 
Friant in Paris. From October 1978, 
he lived in Tassy, where he was 
involved in ministry.  

In October 1981 he took up 
Arabic again at IBLA in Tunis, 
but he was officially appointed to 
Tunisia on 1 January 1982. He did 
his ministry from the regional house 

on El Djazira Street. He would go 
Belgium in December 1984, for 
health reasons. There he gave a 
hand in Namur in the service of 
Vivant Univers. On 1 May 1986, 
he was officially appointed to 
France, settling in Tarascon 
s/Ariège, where he was welcomed 
by a confrere, Jacques Gibert, who 
had known André and his problems 
for a long time. His mother died 
on May 22nd before he returned 
to France; and the funeral took 
place in Ste-Julienne church in 
Verviers. After a few months in 
Tarascon, André returned to Bel-
gium for a new treatment, which 
was very successful, according to 
Father Huybrechts, the provincial, 
who re-instated André on his list 
of appointments. From the commu-
nity in the Rue de Linthout, André 
worked in El Kalima, a centre for 
dialogue between Muslims and 
Christians in the Archdiocese of 
Mechelen-Brussels. His official 
appointment by Cardinal Danneels 
dated from 23 October 1987. In 
the team, André was in charge of 
the library. He was also curate at 
the parish of St. Nicholas-Bourse, 
whose church in the city centre 
was very busy. He was committed 
to it with ups and downs. In June 
2001, he was appointed parish 
priest and moved into a flat of the 
archdiocese on rue des Pierres. 
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André was gifted for the liturgical 
animation of ceremonies as well 
as for pastoral relations with adults. 
When he was in good form, he 
preached admirably well.  

As his nervous fragility increa-
sed, he continued to suffer from ti-
redness and insomnia. So he often 
took tranquilizers and sleeping pills. 
Staying in Canada for almost a 
year starting from July 2006, did 
not help. Upon his return, André 
was appointed to our community 
of La Plante. A confrere testified: 
“André was helpful, you could ask 
him anything, he was always ready 
to do it”. He was not an artist him-
self, but he had good taste, he liked 
to surround himself with beautiful 
things and to have the premises of 
the community well decorated. He 
was pastorally involved in the parish 
of Belgrade and even in Saint-Ser-
vais. Since he did not drive, he 
used public transport. André was 

preoccupied with his spiritual life. 
He was going to a Benedictine 
monk in Maredsous for “direction”. 
When the latter became too old, 
André turned to one of the Jesuits 
of La Pairelle. He officially retired 
at the beginning of 2018. Never-
theless, he still went out a lot, mee-
ting with homeless people and other 
destitute people. A confrere testified: 
“There will be quite a few homeless 
and tramps to welcome him in the 
Father’s house. What great contacts 
he had with the people he met in 
Namur!”. 

The funeral Mass was held  
in private on Monday, November 
23rd at 10 a.m. in the church of 
Saint-Pierre-aux-Liens, given the 
restrictions due to the pandemic.  
The ceremony was followed by 
burial at the Missionaries of Africa 
Cemetery in Varsenare. May he 
rest in peace!
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He was 
k n o w n 
in Spain 

as “Alfonsico”.  it 
is a name that re-
flects a particular 
trait of his persona-
lity: his simple, joy-
ful, communicative 
character... a reflec-
tion of the spirit of 
a child according to 
the Gospel.  Alfon-
sico entered the Society being al-
ready a diocesan priest.   

He was born in Cortes (Navarra) 
in 1932 into a family with great 
human and spiritual qualities. It 
was a family that was closely united 
with all its members, both near 
and far. White Fathers were wel-
comed into this family with human 
warmth and simplicity, in such a 
way that his house became, as the 
locals used to say, another “commu-
nity” of the White Fathers. Claude 
and Marie, his parents, had four 
children. Alfonso was the eldest. 
The youngest died as a child. 

Alfonso entered the Diocesan 
Seminary in Zaragoza (at that time, 

part of Navarra be-
longed to the Dio-
cese of Zaragoza). 
After studying Phi-
losophy and Theo-
logy, he was ordai-
ned a priest on 21 
May 1956. His bi-
shop sent him to 
Fustiñana, a village 
that would later be-
come famous with 
Gap’s novices be-

cause Alfonso liked to share me-
mories of his first four years of 
priesthood in this village. 

Alfonso entered the Novitiate 
in Gap in 1960 and was the “dean” 
of their community. The Novice 
Master already noticed in Alfonso 
“some nervousness, a lively and 
sensitive temperament, which vi-
brates quickly... A man who loves 
dialogue... Spontaneous in his re-
flections. Who needs human 
contact. Who has easy relationships 
and knows how to adapt to eve-
ryone. Of a sincere and solid spi-
rituality...”. All this would be confir-
med throughout his life. 

His first appointment was to 

Alfonso Continente 
1932 - 2020

75

PROFILES

NECROLOGIE da pag 67.qxp_speciale  07/04/21  08:58  Pagina 75



Burkina Faso, where he arrived 
towards the end of 1961, shortly 
after finishing the Novitiate. He 
attended the Language Course in 
Guilongou. The regional noted that 
Alfonso “was very comfortable 
with the confreres but had some 
difficulties with the language...”.   
He took his Perpetual Oath in 
Koumi on 21 September 1963. Al-
fonso was for a time curate in the 
parish of Zhorgo (Koupela), but 
his health, which had always been 
good, gave him his first problem 
(he would have others in his life). 
In 1965 he was diagnosed with 
severe hepatitis and had to return 
to Spain. Alfonso then spent a few 
years doing missionary animation 
in Spain from the house in Bilbao. 
This was an opportunity for him 
to establish many relationships 
with people who remained his 
friends forever.  

In 1969 Alfonso was appointed 
to the Congo. However, six months 
later, in April 1970, in Kasongo, 
he was involved in a hunting acci-
dent: a stray bullet hit his left eye. 
It was never clear who was res-
ponsible for the accident. Alfonso 
was urgently repatriated to Spain 
accompanied by a doctor and re-
covered but lost his eye for good. 
Unfortunately, this eye was a fre-
quent health problem in his later 
life. The authorities then reappoin-

ted him to the province. When he 
recovered at the end of June 1972, 
he took on the responsibility of 
accompanying young candidates 
to become Missionaries of Africa. 
He was also a member of the Pro-
vincial Council. The accompanying 
of the young candidates was not 
easy because Spanish Society was 
undergoing a radical change to-
wards greater secularism, and it 
was also the post-Council period 
with all its problems. Alfonso did 
not seem to understand enough 
and, at times, was uncompromising 
towards young people; this was 
probably due to his tendency to-
wards absolute idealism. But, as 
one of his confreres said to him, it 
is “your little shadows that follow 
the light of your person”.  

In October 1976, Alfonso arrived 
in Dakar, and he was appointed to 
the new parish of Saint Peter, which 
the Missionaries of Africa opened 
there. He was a curate in this parish 
for nine years.  A Regional appre-
ciated him as “a man who is happy 
to live and who communicates joy. 
He is a dreamer, a poet, but pro-
found.  He is fraternal, warm-hear-
ted... He is a man of contact and 
encounter. He has a community 
spirit. Likes people to be frank 
and direct with him...” But at the 
end of his stay, another Regional 
noted that, even so, in the concrete 
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aspects of life, Alfonso had “certain 
difficulties in being a real team 
player”. There were some tensions 
in the community. The parish was 
handed over to the local clergy, 
and Alfonso was sent to Congo 
since he wanted to return there.  
It was 1985.  

While in Congo, Alfonso saw a 
new chapter in his missionary life, 
the longest in Africa. At first, he 
was in the diocese of Kasongo, in 
Kibangula and then in Lulingu: 
there, he was curate in the parish 
for four years and collaborated 
with the Sisters of the Divine Mas-
ter in their Youth Centre called 
“Kwetu”. Alfonso resonated with 
these young people who, in this 
Centre, faced with others who emi-
grate or go in search of gold, were 
preparing their future by “disco-
vering the importance of work in 
the construction of the country, 
deploying their creativity through 
handicraft and artistic work, for-
ming themselves to become wit-
nesses of faith and commitment in 
the villages. In those years, the 
Congo was still peaceful.   

Alphonse moved to Christ the 
King in Kalemie where he stayed 
for many years in October 1992. 
At that point, Congo had entered a 
period of political unrest and inse-
curity. Alphonse, who was still a 

curate, suffered with the Congolese 
people, “impoverished by this war, 
which was called ‘’liberation’’ but 
which was, in reality, an ‘’invasion’’ 
of the Rwandan ethnic group that 
had just seized power in Kigali... 
Poverty, cholera, even frequent kil-
lings... this was the everyday life 
of the people...”, he wrote.  Alfonso 
here tried to be “a witness of a 
Church that is friendly and close 
to the poor; poor but rich in hope, 
a friend of man and always at his 
service. Today with a smile, yes-
terday with tears, every day with 
fear...”.  Those words of his ex-
pressed his mind perfectly. 

He spent a short time in the 
parish of Kibibi (in Kisangani) be-
fore he was appointed to the parish 
of Katoy in Goma, where Alfonso 
spent his last years in Africa (2006-
2009). The situation in Congo re-
mains even today insecure, with 
armed groups sowing violence eve-
rywhere. Young people go in search 
of coltan or gold. Yet Alfonso 
continued living with his convic-
tion: “to be a sower of hope: by 
being aware of the fear to give 
courage, to radiate light without 
seeing it and peace without feeling 
it” he wrote. 

In 2009, Alfonso returned to 
Barañain (Pamplona) in Spain. And 
he moved to a home for the elderly 
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in 2015 to accompany a confrere 
who was there. It was there that 
Covid-19 took its toll and the Lord 
called him, on 20 November 2020, 
in the hospital of Logroño. He, 
who had so many friends, died 
alone because not even his family 
were able to visit him. He wanted 
his funeral to be a celebration of 
our Pascal hope because (he added) 
“we die to live”. 

“Alfonsico was a gift from God 
to the world”, a confrere said on 
learning of his death. Love, friends-
hip, tenderness, joy, closeness... 
were common words in his voca-
bulary. Everywhere Alfonso ex-
pressed a deep need for human 
contact, communication and rela-
tionships. He knew how to create 
deep and lasting bonds. “He lived 
to make friends”, said another 
confrere. He was faithful to main-
taining these relationships and 
knew how to broaden them and 
share them with the community. 
His friends, as well as his family, 
became the friends and family of 
the confreres.   

An idealist, a bit of a dreamer, 
a “poet” who sometimes ascended 
a little too high and had to be told: 
Alfonso come down... yet he was 

deep, fraternal with great human 
warmth...  Alfonsico belonged to 
the “simple and poor to whom 
God reveals Himself” (Homily at 
the funeral). He was an optimist 
by nature, positive. He lived in 
great simplicity, but he knew how 
to enjoy the simple and pleasant 
things of life. He enjoyed praying 
and sharing in the Eucharist; he 
enjoyed his friendships and rela-
tionships. He enjoyed reading his 
favourite poets, especially John of 
the Cross, and sharing an aperitif 
with his confreres. A mystic who 
loved life. A good, merciful, 
compassionate God. God the Father 
appeared in every little spark that 
came from of his soul. He was 
clear, sincere, loyal, open and sim-
ple like a child. The children felt 
and liked to confess with him when 
he was at the old people’s home 
and took part in parish activities – 
a man with a big and tender heart 
who knew how to give and receive. 
On learning of his death, one of 
his friends said: “Alfonsico was a 
ray of sunshine in my family, and 
he made our lives happy”. Alfon-
sico, we know that you shine now, 
with an even brighter light. 

Several confreres
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Jean Bevand 
was born on 
August 14 

1945, in Oyonnax, 
France, in the dio-
cese of Belley-Ars, 
the diocese where 
the parish of the 
Curé d’Ars, world-
famous as the patron 
saint of all priests, 
is located. After his 
secondary school 
education, Jean entered the Major 
Seminary in the Diocese of Belley, 
where he stayed from 1963 to 
1965. He spent his military service 
doing voluntary work Beleko, a 
parish in the diocese of Segou. He 
even did an extra year (1965 - 
1968) to set up the 2nd cycle (6th 
to 3rd of the French system) of 
the parish’s primary school. Jean 
was in community with his uncle 
Joseph Bevand and Father Josef 
Stamer, with whom he would later 
collaborate in the field of Islamic-
Christian dialogue. It was there 
that he decided to commit his life 
as a missionary in Africa.  

He went to Gap in 1968 for his 
spiritual year. Then, in 1969, he 

was in Strasbourg, 
at the Foyer des 
M i s s i o n n a i r e s 
d’Afrique in the rue 
de Neuwiller, for his 
theological studies. 
He obtained a mas-
ter’s degree in theo-
logy in 1973. Mean -
while, on October 
28 1972, he took his 
missionary oath in 
Strasbourg and was 

ordained a deacon. He was ordained 
a priest in his home parish of Oyon-
nax on june 23, 1973. Jean was 
appointed to Mali, where he reu-
nited with his uncle, Father Joseph 
Bevand (+1988). They were both 
missionaries in Mali, and both 
spent most of their missionary life 
in the dioceses of Ségou and Ba-
mako, where they left a lasting 
impression. His uncle’s vocation 
had indeed influenced Jean, and 
he also wanted to consecrate him-
self to the mission. 

Jean arrived in Falajè on January 
1 1974. There, he learned the Bam-
bara language, which he mastered 
very well, and was introduced to 
the traditions and customs of the 

Jean Bevand 
1945 - 2020
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Bamanans. Jean was then appointed 
to Niono, in the diocese of Ségou, 
where he spent a year. From August 
1975 to October 1978, he was  
appointed to Ségou, where he was 
curate, and then very quickly,  
became parish priest. 

In 1981 he was appointed to 
the IPEA in Rome, which had 
changed its name to PISAI (Ponti-
ficio Istituto di Studi Arabi e d’Is-
lamistica) in 1980. Those in charge 
very soon perceived in Jean an in-
terest in encounter with Muslims 
and his ability to pursue studies in 
Islamic sciences. The IPEA was 
established in Rome in 1964 and 
conferred a degree in Arabic Studies 
and Islamology. Jean benefited 
well from these in-depth studies 
of Islam and eventually was able 
to teach at the IFIC when this Is-
lamo-Christian Training Institute 
opened its facilities in Bamako in 
2007. The director, Father Josef 
Stamer, would call on him to teach 
there and accompany the students.  

On his return from Rome in 
1985, Jean was again appointed to 
the diocese of Segou as parish priest 
of Markala, on the banks of the fa-
mous dam on the Niger River. It is 
still, to this day, the largest water 
retention dam in Mali. In colonial 
times, the dam was built to promote 
irrigation to develop rice, sugar 

cane, and cotton cultivation. It is 
the famous ‘Office du Niger’. Its 
realisation was made possible, in 
no small part, by the toil of thousands 
of Africans, through forced labour, 
to cultivate the flood-prone land in 
the Office du Niger. People were 
forcibly deported ‘en masse’ from 
Upper Volta (Burkina Faso today) 
and Sudan (Mali today). Even to-
day, there are still villages with 
Mossis, Gourounsi, Samos and 
other people in that area.  

Fathers from Upper Volta were 
often asked to come and work in 
this area and lead communities 
whose language and customs they 
spoke. 

In 1985, Jean was appointed 
parish priest of Kolongotomo. It 
is a vast parish where very diverse 
ethnic groups, with equally various 
languages, coexist. Jean stayed 
there for a few years and partici-
pated in the retreat session in Je-
rusalem in the Holy Land in 1988. 
He cherished some beautiful me-
mories of that time. In 1992, he 
left the diocese of Segou, for Falajè 
as director of the Language Centre.  

He taught Bambara with compe-
tence, and his students appreciated 
his work. In 1998, he was appointed 
parish priest of Falajè, one of the 
oldest parishes in Mali. 
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Confreres appreciated Jean, his 
good smile and his good judgement. 
He was chosen as a councillor in 
the Provincial Council of Mali in 
2002.  

A confrere who lived with him 
wrote: “I knew Jean in Falajè; it 
was he who introduced me to Bam-
bara, and I got to know him as a 
Sector delegate when I was in Ko-
natebuou, before he joined us at 
the presbytery. I liked this confrere, 
who was very available, discreet, 
and had a profound friendship with 
the Malian people and their Church. 
He always spoke of the Malians 
with respect, with the light and 
friendly humour that characterised 
him. I feel privileged to have shared 
these moments with him...”. 

In 2003 he became parish priest 
of Kolokani and was chosen as a 
delegate to the 2004 Chapter in 
Rome. On his return in August 
2004, Jean was again chosen as 
parish priest of Faladjè. This time 
he stayed there for three years till 
2007. He was called to teach at 
the IFIC that had just opened its 
doors on the hill of Hamdallaye in 
Bamako. As we have said, the first 
director, Father Josef Stamer, knew 
Jean Bevand well, having been 
very close to him throughout his 
journey as a young missionary. He 
was confident that Jean could ac-

company with competence and se-
riousness the students who would 
come for inter-religious dialogue 
formation. Jean devoted himself 
entirely to this task, teaching and 
accompanying the students, taking 
part in trips to Northern Mali, 
Djenné and Timbuktu when it was 
still possible.  

Jean had a great experience in 
the field of ecumenism and inter-
religious dialogue. He participated 
on several occasions in training 
sessions organised by the Episcopal 
Commission of the CERAO for 
inter-religious dialogue throughout 
the sub-region. He replaced Father 
Josef Stamer as Secretary of this 
Commission in 1991. The Arch-
bishop of Bamako later chose him 
to head the Secretariat for Inter-
religious Dialogue and Ecumenism 
at the national level. He was also 
asked to participate in the Commis-
sion of the same name at the pro-
vincial level in PAO. His compe-
tence in this area was well known 
to all. Jean never imposed himself, 
but if called upon, he immediately 
made himself available. A colleague 
remarked: “Jean was incredibly 
available!” 

Jean was elected delegate su-
perior of the Bamako Sector in 
2008, as soon as the new PAO 
Province was created.  
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There again, he used his talents 
to help the confreres in this new 
provincial set-up. One of Jean’s 
qualities was the ability to listen, 
advise and also to reconcile when 
necessary. Confreres often called 
on him when there were situations 
that were a little delicate to resolve. 
Thanks to his common sense, calm 
and patience, he usually succeeded 
in resolving thorny problems. He 
had the disposition of a good faci-
litator.  

He participated in the transition 
session in Rome in 2012. Even 
though age began to catch up with 
him, he accepted again to be curate 
of the Holy Martyrs of Uganda 
Parish in Jelibugu, in the city of 
Bamako. He would accept to be a 
parish priest in 2016, following 
several movements in the commu-
nity. Still, as soon as he could, in 
2018, with the archbishop’s agree-
ment, he agreed to entrust his office 
as parish priest to a younger 
confrere. He stayed on, as was his 
custom, and became the curate.  

He was called by the Pope to 
Rome in 2016 to be entrusted with 
the ministry of “missionary of 
mercy”. He accepted this office 
with great discretion and generosity.  

In addition to his availability, 
we remember on one hand, the 

precision and care in whatever 
work he undertook be it pastoral 
or intellectual, and on the other 
his faithfulness in his friendships 
and the immense scope and amount 
of knowledge he had acquired 
throughout his missionary life. His 
community emphasised that John 
was always motivated to respect 
the community project. He made 
a point of visiting the neighbours 
to greet them, even if he was not 
always well received.  

On Sunday, November 22 2020, 
while celebrating Mass in the 
Church of the Holy Martyrs of 
Uganda, he fainted. He was treated 
and seemed to be recovering from 
his tiredness when he suddenly 
passed away on Thursday, Novem-
ber 26, in the hospital in Bamako. 
Confreres had accompanied him 
to the hospital for some tests, and 
he died just as the doctors were 
beginning to examine him.  

The news of his death spread 
with lightning speed. The Cardinal 
Archbishop of Bamako immedia-
tely visited the community of Ko-
natebougou to express his deep 
emotion and encouragement at 
such a sudden death, which left 
everyone in a state of shock. No-
body was prepared for such a sud-
den departure. It was only recently 
that he had preached at the thanks-
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giving Mass of our young confrere 
Francis of Assisi Diarra, from Ko-
lokani, a parish where Jean had 
left a lasting impression.   

On Thursday, December 3, 2020, 
the funeral took place in the parish 
of the Holy Martyrs of Uganda. It 
was preceded by a beautiful prayer 
vigil on Wednesday evening. Luc 
Kola, Provincial, travelled from 
Ouagadougou for the event. The 
Provincial spoke at the beginning 
and at the end of the funeral. The 
cardinal presided the celebration. 
Two bishops surrounded him: Mgr 
Jonas Dembélé, Bishop of Kayes 
and President of the Episcopal 
Conference of Mali, and Mgr Au-
gustin Traoré, Bishop of Segou 
and Vice-President of the same 
Episcopal Conference.  

About thirty priests concelebra-
ted, and a packed crowd of faithful, 
religious men and women and 

friends were there to express their 
affection for Father Jean Bevand. 
Above the altar was a massive 
photo of Father Jean with the 
words: “Forever in our hearts, Fa-
ther Jean Bevand, intercede for us 
before the Lord”.  

This sudden departure, a few 
days before Christmas, left a deep 
impression on everyone. A zealous 
confrere, full of humour and compe-
tence, a man of God, a true mis-
sionary, has left us, but he left us 
with great and fond memories. In-
deed, together with his uncle, also 
a Missionary of Africa, John did 
not leave us alone. They will both 
intercede for Mali, for her Church 
and for all the people they loved 
and served without counting the 
cost. Following the formula that 
we love to use in Mali, in such 
circumstances, may the earth be 
light on them!
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Henk was 
born in 
Tilburg 

on 17th June 1930. 
To become a mis-
sionary, he followed 
our formation in 
Sterksel, at St. 
Charles near Boxtel, 
in ‘s-Heerenberg and 
Monteviot, in Scot-
land. He took his 
missionary oath in 
‘s-Heerenberg on 22nd July 1955, 
and was ordained in Galashiels, 
Scotland, on 24th May 1956.  

Henk had a strong sense of duty, 
and considered it his responsibility 
to regularly point out to others 
their duty, which was not always 
appreciated. It was not easy for 
him to come to a decision; but 
once he did so, he carried it through 
with willpower and devotion. When 
called upon for help, he would do 
so immediately. He had a very 
sober lifestyle.  

After his ordination Henk was 
appointed to Tabora Archdiocese, 
Tanzania. But when he got the 
needed vaccinations there were 

some complications 
which made the spe-
cialist to decide and 
prescribe some 
months of strict bed 
rest, with a diet. For 
three months Henk 
was therefore in our 
formation house in 
‘s-Heerenberg. He 
then went to our 
community in Rot-
terdam to help with 

some lighter work in our procure. 
For years he remained under me-
dical control and the specialist  
advised against going to Africa. 

In October 1957 he went to our 
minor seminary at Santpoort to 
teach Geography and English at 
the Paulinum Grammar-school at 
Driehuis, a joint-institute of the 
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart 
and the Missionaries of Africa. In 
October 1958 he went to Amster-
dam for a diploma in Geography, 
but after some time he was asked 
to switch to the University for So-
cial Geography, with History as 
subsidiary, to be more versatile in 
minor seminaries. In 1966 he ob-
tained a Master of Arts. 

Henk van de Ven 
1930 - 2020
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It was the time that the number 
of vocations was declining fast 
and seminaries were closing. Henk 
still taught one school year at the 
Paulinum Grammar-school, one 
school year at the Thomas More 
College in The Hague, half a year 
some periods at the Teacher Trai-
ning College in Breda, and then 
found full-time work at the Pius X 
secondary school of the Carmelite 
Fathers at Almelo. He taught there 
for 12 years, got to know the spi-
rituality of the Carmelites, and de-
voted himself to stimulate by 
concrete projects the missionary 
spirit and development aid among 
the students. He had a room in 
their community and was welcomed 
so well that he really felt at home. 
They discovered Henk to be the 
most informed person in the house, 
a walking newspaper. They were 
amused by his moaning about the 
troubles and afflictions at school, 
and about life in general. 

Henk wanted to try whether his 
health and age would allow him 
to live and work in Africa, and ob-
tained for the school year 1979-
1980 unpaid leave to fill a vacancy 
for Geography at the Itaga minor-
seminary in Tabora Archdiocese, 
Tanzania. That pleased him so 
much that he wrote: “The missio-
nary virus caught me”. He taught 

still one school year at his college 
in Almelo, obtained an honorable 
discharge on 15th March 1981, 
and April that year – just 6 week 
later – he was teaching in Itaga.  

The Capuchins in Tanzania were 
running an inter-congregational 
minor-seminary at Maua, Moshi 
diocese, and asked the White Fa-
thers for a Geography teacher. 
Henk agreed and started there on 
the 21st May 1982. He lived in 
the Capuchin community, and got 
to know the Franciscan spirituality.  

They lived on the slopes of the 
Kilimanjaro, and on certain hours 
of the day or night one had an im-
pressive view of the snow top by 
the light of the sun or moon. For 
19 years Henk devoted himself to 
the seminarians of the various 
congregations and societies. One 
of them became a White Father 
and worked in Zambia. The closest 
White Father community was in 
the capital Dar-es-Salaam, where 
Henk regularly spent his holidays. 

He made lots of geographical 
class material for the students, 
which was much appreciated, 
among which a self-composed  
manual; and he did a lot of printing 
with the stencil-machine for the 
other teachers at his school  
and for those of another school. 
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The Rector wrote in 1990: “We 
are very grateful to him ... for the 
really excellent job he has done 
until now. He is a very conscien-
tious teacher making a strenuous 
effort for the preparation and for 
the teaching itself”. In November 
1993 Henk wrote: “I have learned 
here so much, which I never would 
have learned or experienced in the 
Netherlands”. 

In June 2001 Henk returned for 
good to the Netherlands, and settled 
in our community in his hometown 
Tilburg. Ending 2001 he started 
going from time to time 2 days to 
our Provincialate in Dommeldal, 
Boxtel, to take over the archives 
from Koen Swennen (+ 2005). 
When the Provincialate moved to 
Dongen, Henk packed up the ar-
chives, and together with provincial 
Piet Kramer (+ 2011) installed it 
there. In July 2002 he moved himself 
to Dongen, remaining the archivist. 
Every year he would book-bind the 
set of the Petit Echo and the pro-
vincial Link. Initially with the as-
sistance of René van der Mast, la-
ter-on with Marien van den Eijnden, 
he sorted out the archives, putting 
them in protective containers and 
boxes to entrust our WF archives 
to the Heritage Centre for Dutch 
Religious Life in St. Agatha.   

At that time, he followed lessons 

in watercolor painting as a hobby, 
particularly flowers. 

When the laundry-lady was ab-
sent, Henk did the laundry for the 
whole community, and did the iro-
ning with the help of a confrere. 

On the 26th July 2009, Henk 
moved to our community in Heyt-
huysen. He continued with water-
color painting, and dedicated  
himself to the community, among 
other things by making solid covers 
for 100 Mass-booklets. Due to a 
growing deformation of his right 
arm and hand, painting and other 
manual work became increasingly 
difficult, until he had to give it up. 
Two evenings a week he played 
some party games, more for the 
pleasure of his companion than 
for himself. He also did the shop-
ping in the village for him as long 
as he could.  

In the course of 2018 it became 
increasingly difficult for him to 
walk, so that he needed a walker, 
and finally a wheelchair. Beginning 
2020 he obtained a chair-scooter 
which enabled him to move around 
freely. By the end of November 
2020 he was hospitalized in  
Roermond for a check-up. The  
results were not favourable and 
his condition declined fast. His 
confreres from Heythuysen visited 

86

PROFILES

NECROLOGIE da pag 67.qxp_speciale  07/04/21  08:58  Pagina 86



him twice daily. His brother Wim 
visited him a couple of times too. 
He died peacefully in hospital on 
the 11th November 2020. He was 
90 years old. On the 18th November 
2020 we took leave of him in the 
chapel of St. Charles, Heythuysen, 

and buried him in our cemetery 
there.  

The aspect of Jesus that Henk 
high-lighted in his life was: “He 
will rise and give him whatever 
he needs” (Lk. 11:8).
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Jan collap-
sed in the 
chapel on 

Christmas Eve, 
December 24, 
2020. He had re-
cently been dis-
charged from the 
hospital.  

Jan was born in 
Leuven on 18 Ja-
nuary 1931. He 
did the classical 
studies at St. Peter’s College in 
Leuven. In September 1949 he joi-
ned the White Fathers in Boechout. 
At the end of the novitiate in Var-
senare, Jan went on to do his theo-
logy in Heverlee, where he took 
his missionary oath on 16 July 
1955, and was ordained priest on 
1 April 1956. At first glance Jan 
seemed to be a very calm, somehow 
phlegmatic, and somehow a shy 
person. However, he was very po-
pular at the ‘comedy shows’, since 
could be such a good clown with 
a dry sense of humour. He was lo-
ved in the community, and was 
very helpful; he wouldn’t hurt a 
fly. His hearing was affected by 

an operation at a 
very early age, and 
this could make him 
seem absent and dis-
tracted.  

He was therefore 
declared unfit for mi-
litary service and was 
able to leave for 
Rwanda in Septem-
ber 1956. There he 
worked on an interim 
basis at the minor se-

minary of St. Leon in Kabgayi. 
Then in October, he went to Lova-
nium, which had recently been foun-
ded in the capital of Congo, still 
known as Leopoldville. He obtained 
a degree in ‘Philosophie et Letters, 
groupe philology romane’ in 1960. 
He always spent his holidays in 
Rwanda, teaching at the minor se-
minary in Kansi and at the Collège 
Saint-André in Rwamagana. He 
was appointed as a teacher at Saint-
Léon (Kabgayi) in August 1960 
and the following year he was ap-
pointed Dean of Studies. Before 
taking his first leave he spent a few 
months in the parish of Kiziguro to 
learn the language. 

Jan Renis 
1931 - 2020
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He spent 23 years in Rwanda, 
from 1960 to 1983, and most of 
his “Rwandan period” was spent 
in minor seminaries (Kabgayi and 
Kigali) and the seminary for late 
vocations in Kamonyi. Besides, 
he also spent a year in Gargagnago, 
Italy, where White Father aspirants 
were in formation. “I was,” he 
wrote, “a seminary rector for 26 
years, a task which explains why I 
was unfortunately never really able 
to have a proper parish experience. 
It was during this period that I re-
ceived what I consider to be the 
greatest grace in my life: the op-
portunity to collaborate with Father 
Dominique Nothomb and Monsi-
gnor Forissier (a Frenchman in-
cardinated in the diocese of Butare) 
in the foundation of the Charismatic 
Renewal in Rwanda. It was a won-
derful experience, comparable to 
a ‘new birth’, which has produced, 
and continues to produce, countless 
fruits in the Church of Rwanda”. 
In 1982, Dominique Mallet, Re-
gional Superior of Rwanda, who 
knew that Jan would be ‘taken 
away’ from him, wrote: “He has 
played a prophetic role in the re-
gion, both in transmitting missio-
nary dynamism by encouraging 
Rwandan missionary vocations, 
and by his conviction that the 
confreres should be less parish 
priests and curates, but rather apos-

tles on the frontiers of unbelief...”. 
With regard to opening the Society 
to African vocations, Jan spoke of 
“an urgent duty for a missionary 
congregation”! In October 1976 
he noted: “For me it is no longer a 
question, it is a certainty, a convic-
tion of faith”. 

In September 1983, he was ap-
pointed teacher and formator in 
our house of formation in Ruzizi.  
He remained there for 10 years. 
The staff worked hard to form a 
real team, where they not only 
prayed together, but constantly re-
flected on the formation of the 
young candidates entrusted to them. 
Jan proved to be a very spiritual 
man, endowed with a great gift of 
discernment. In 1986, he had the 
opportunity to take a sabbatical 
year, which took him to Paris and 
Quebec and, in 1987, to Jerusalem 
for the session and the 30-day re-
treat. In September 1987, he re-
turned as rector to the First Phase 
of Ruzizi. Upon his return from 
Belgium in May 1993, he was sent 
to the Maria-Mama Retreat and 
Spiritual Formation House in Bu-
himba. An intense moment dedi-
cated to the animation of retreats, 
recollections and sessions. In 1996, 
he moved to Maison Lavigerie in 
Goma. There he gave a lot of spi-
ritual direction and taught at the 
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inter-novitiate. In addition, he also 
taught religious sisters who had 
fled from Rwanda at the Institute 
of Religious Formation, directed 
by our late confrere Theo Horsten. 
And Jan still remembered those 
difficult years: “The troubles in 
Rwanda, the genocide, the arrival 
of hundreds of thousands of refu-
gees, the horrible cholera epidemic, 
the insecurity... We were looted 
several times in Buhimba, and 
were attacked twice at the Maison 
Lavigerie. This confrontation with 
the powers of evil will always  
remain a mystery...”  

In 2000 during his home leave 
in Belgium, Jan and a few of his 
confreres from Central Africa vo-
lunteered to form a community 
devoted to prayer. While they had 
hoped to realize this project in Je-
rusalem, Rome decided to send 
them to Touggourt in Algeria. 
There, Father Claude Rault, regional 
superior, assured them of his sup-
port. But the attempt would last 
for four years. “Our project at the 
service of the Society turned out 
to be an illusion...” Jan would write 
later. However, it was not neces-
sarily a failure since “we had a 
beautiful and rich experience of 
prayer in the desert, in a Muslim 
environment”.  

He returned to Bukavu at the 

beginning of June 2004, to Charles 
Lwanga House (the Provincial 
House), where he cared for the 
spiritual animation of congrega-
tions, communities and individuals 
on a full-time basis for a period of 
six years. He went on home leave 
every year from then on. Jan suf-
fered from back problems and the 
hearing problems never left him: 
ear infections, runny ears, opera-
tions, middle ear polyps, disap-
pearance of high-pitched sounds... 
In 2006, he was again asked to as-
sure a five days a week interim at 
the Rusizi! And that same year he 
published Contempler pour res-
sembler, an eight-day Ignatian re-
treat. In 2007 and 2009, he publi-
shed his two books ‘Jalons et Lu-
mières sur la route de la formation 
à la vie consacrée’. What started 
as a lectio divina of the Gospels 
of Advent became a collection of 
booklets covering the entire litur-
gical year. These were all published 
by Kivu-Press in Bukavu. In Oc-
tober 2010, Jan was appointed su-
perior of the Maison Lavigerie 
(procurator’s office and guest 
house) in Goma.  

Jan returned to Belgium for 
good in June 2012 and was ap-
pointed to Genk. After a couple of 
years, he asked to move to Antwerp. 
There he remained discreet, laughed 
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easily, but more and more with-
drawn, more and more fascinated 
by God, of whom he said in his 
farewell speech from Africa: “Grace 
and happiness will be with me all 
the days of my life, I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord for the length 
of my days” (Ps. 23:6). 

His funeral, because of the pan-
demic, took place in privately on 
Wednesday, December 30 in our 
chapel in Varsenare. There were 
very touching testimonies from 
Jan’s family, who was were very 
dear to him and who admired this 
uncle so far away and yet so close.
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Pi e r r e 
Lhomme 
was born 

on July 14th 1927, 
in Meudon in Seine 
et Oise, in a deeply 
Christian family. He 
remained very close 
all his life to his 
brother Jean, who 
was also a White 
Father for a very 
long time in Bur-
kina Faso.  He 
would look after him much later 
in Bry sur Marne with patience 
and a fraternal love that all admired 
until the death of his brother. His 
other brother Jacques was married.   

He joined the White Fathers at 
the age of 16, after having received 
professional carpentry training, 
where he started his formation as 
a brother, under the name of “Bro-
ther Jean-Bernard”. He quickly 
showed two characteristics that 
would remain with him throughout 
his life: deep piety and a disposition 
to be of service. He took full ad-
vantage of his years of formation 
to deepen his spiritual commitment 
and acquire other professional qua-
lifications that would enable him 

to be the brother 
we have known and 
loved, always de-
voted and serious 
in the various func-
tions that were en-
trusted to him. 

Pierre lived with 
his parents in 
Drancy until his de-
parture for the Bro-
thers’ postulancy in 
Antilly in the Oise 

region of France in 1943. He did 
his novitiate in Tournus where he 
took his Missionary Oath on Oc-
tober 6th 1946. His first appoint-
ment was to Bonnelles where he 
took care of the carpentry works-
hop. All soon acknowledged his 
talent as a craftsman; however, he 
had to do his military service in 
Dijon before going ahead with his 
apostolic life. He returned to Bon-
nelles for another year in 1948. In 
1949, he was appointed for the 
first time to Gilongou in Burkina 
Faso, then Upper Volta, where he 
remained for a year as a youth 
instructor before returning to 
France. He was sent to Altkirch in 
Alsace until 1955. Afterwards, he 
was put at the service of the Pro-

Pierre Lhomme 
1927 - 2021
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vince in rue Verlomme, due mainly 
to health reasons. After several 
stays at St Joseph’s Hospital in 
Paris, he returned to Bonnelles, 
still working as a carpenter, where 
he rendered several services.    

In 1962, after his 30-day retreat 
at Villa Cavaletti in Rome, he was 
appointed to the diocese of Sikasso 
in Mali, where with competence 
he managed the workshops. He 
was very much appreciated by his 
workers, forming a close friendship 
with another Brother, Jacques Buf-
ferne, who was at the mission in 
Ségou. Pierre made benches for 
schools, among other things; people 
ordered all sorts of wooden furniture 
from Ségou.  He also made metal 
frames and carried out a lot of ad-
ditional work. His only suffering 
was perhaps his inability to situate 
himself in his relations with the 
Fathers. According to the testimony 
of Brother Jacques, who was very 
involved in the parish, he did not 
understand that a Brother could 
do pastoral work. Pierre continued 
his missionary activity in Mali, 
learned the language in Koutiala, 
and even did rural animation in 
Dyou. Despite his moody nature, 
Pierre was much appreciated whe-
rever he worked, especially by his 
workers and the local people. He 
was very conscientious in his work. 
The workers appreciated him at 
the mission because he insisted on 

applying the directives of the social 
doctrine of the Church and standing 
up for them against all that he 
considered unjust.  

Pierre was very professional. 
He enjoyed putting his skills at 
the service of the mission and of 
his confreres. In addition to being 
available, he gave the impression 
of being happy when asked to  
render a service. His confreres ap-
preciated him despite his strong 
ideas, which he sometimes expres-
sed forcefully. 

Brother Pierre had high regard 
for the Brother’s vocation. He 
found that some Fathers tended to 
consider them as their servants, 
concentrating only on the material 
contribution of their service without 
considering them as authentic mis-
sionaries. He regretted that the spi-
ritual dimension of the Brothers’ 
vocation was not appreciated, and 
he would suffer from it because 
he was deeply spiritual. He enjoyed 
reading spiritual authors. And he 
liked to share this with his confreres. 
He spent time in the chapel, and 
the rosary was a frequent compa-
nion of his. He repeatedly said 
that he had been happy in his life 
as a missionary brother. 

In 1978, he was appointed to 
the catechist centre in Moundou, 
then to the Doguindi centre in 
Chad, until he left for the 30-day 
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retreat in Jerusalem in 1987. Later 
he returned to Chad and used his 
talents to help rebuild the catechist 
school in Doïti until 1991. Doiti 
was his last post in Africa.  

He was appointed to the Gene-
ralate in Rome to render all sorts 
of services, including the mainte-
nance of the house. In 1998, he 
was appointed to Mours in France 
to take care of the material needs 
of the house and later attended the 
session for the 70-year-olds at the 
Generalate. From Mours he would 
visit his brother every week. 

In 2013 he moved to the retire-
ment home in Bry sur Marne. 
There, he rendered many small 

services to all the confreres who 
had physical disabilities, though 
in the beginning, he was primarily 
responsible for the care of his bro-
ther Jean, until the latter’s death. 
Pierre was deeply saddened by the 
loss of his brother. But age was 
gaining ground with its share of 
dependencies, and he could no lon-
ger make himself useful as before. 
A fall in his room would cause a 
fracture at the head of the femur, 
from which he would never recover. 
He died quietly in his room during 
the night of January 1st, 2021. 
Pierre was thus reunited with his 
brother Jean with whom he had 
remained very close to. May he 
rest in peace.
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Jacques Bufferne
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Father Simeon Lourdel and Brother Delmas Amans 
at the palace of King Muteesa I in 1879
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