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Despite all the challenges and limitations 
that the new reality of the world imposes on 
us, we always listen to the voice of the Lord 
who invites us to follow him. We are men of 
prayer and it is thanks to our constant face-
to-face contact with Christ that we are able 
to live as a community of witnesses. 

Scattered around the world and confron-
ted with situations that are sometimes dia-
metrically opposed, we sometimes forget 
the reason why we live together. Life in 
community still requires fellowship. Living 
together under the same roof and under the 
same missionary oath does not automati-
cally make us a community of witnesses. 
Fraternal communion is a gift that requires 
patient learning and persevering effort. 
There must be a deep alliance between the 
ideal of community life of witnesses and the 
personal life of prayer.  

Today's world, the new ways of being in 
contact and of organizing ourselves, de-
mands a profound renewal in Crisis 
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After PAO, we will now discover the Eastern Africa Province 
(EAP). It covers five countries: Kenya, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda and 
South Sudan. PAO, in its present configuration, was intended as the 
gateway for the evangelization of Africa south of the Sahara from Tim-
buktu, the famous and mysterious city of the 333 saints. It is, as we 
know, at the EAP that it all began. Faced with the failure of the two 
attempts to cross the Sahara and the criticism from the media following 
the massacre of the two caravans, Lavigerie turned towards the east of 
the continent of which the geography was not yet well known to the 
Western world. He decided to send missionaries to Equatorial Africa in 
the Great Lakes region. Two caravans left Algiers in March and April 
for these foundations. The first arrived in Zanzibar in May 1878 where 
Fathers Charmetant and Deniaud had already come as scouts some 
weeks earlier. They were welcomed by the Spiritans, who had been on 
the island since 1862.  

From there, the caravans progressed towards the interior. Francis 
Nolan recounts the enthusiastic arrival of this first penetration into the 
interior of Africa: “the caravans drew near the lakes, twelve hundred 
kilometers from the coast, all the hardships of the journey were 
forgotten ; the porters broke into song, responding in chorus to their 
leaders, who, in spite of their loads 
leapt and skipped with excitement. 
They picked up speed, running 
rather than walking the last few 
miles, and as the lakes came into 
sight, the askaris guarding the cara-
van fired their guns again and 
again into the air, brining crowds 
of people to meet them”1.   

1  F. NOLAN, Mission to the great lakes, 12.
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Thereafter, two caravans left, the first under the direction of Livinhac 
to Buganda, which gave birth to the vicariate of Nyanza, and the other 
under the direction of Father Deniaud to Ujiji, which gave birth to the 
vicariate of Taganyika. Once in Zanzibar, they set up the procuratorate 
to serve the two vicariates.  

The scene as described by Father Nolan can be said to constitute the 
founding act of the present EAP Province. We can describe it as the 
cradle of our missionary activity in Africa, south of the Sahara where 
the Society would write some of the most beautiful pages in the history 
of evangelization in Africa. We admire the audacity and courage of 
these pioneers, who left, like Abraham, without knowing where they 
were going, with only their faith, their missionary vocation and the 
power of divine grace. They planted the seed of the Good News; it took 
root and blossomed very quickly. 

Nyanza and Tanganyika are the first provinces in Africa south of the 
Sahara. They were created during the 1886 chapter that divided com-
munities into provinces for the first time. Since 1962n these two 
provinces gradually evolved into three regions : Central Western 
Tanzania, Western Tanzania and Uganda. In 1968, the two Tanzanian 
regions were merged to form Tanzania Province. This became Tankensud 
when Kenya and Sudan were integrated into it. It was not until 2011 
that the province of EAP in its present configuration was born with 
Father Charles Obanya as its first Provincial. The EAP is the eldest 
daughter of the African provinces by its origins.  

The history of the EAP is that of fidelity and love that goes back to 
1878 when men with a passion for God and Africa left everything to 
venture into this part of the world that was totally unknown and even 
hostile to them, to sow the Word of life. One hundred forty-four years 
later, the Society is still there! The structure has changed, the realities 
have changed, and even the origin of the missionaries is more 
international. However, there is still the same fidelity and missionary 
audacity to love and serve freely.  

This issue of Le Petit écho allows us to read some of their stories. 
Heirs of Livinihac, Deniaud, Lourdel and Amans are today Europeans, 



Asians, and Africans, all animated by the same passion for the Gospel 
and Africa. Following in the footsteps of their elders, they go out to 
meet followers of Islam, traditional religions, and African men and 
women. 

They are in parishes, youth centres, university chaplaincies, sanctuaries 
like Namugongo, and refugee camps; they are engaged in formation, 
initial proclamation, interreligious dialogue, and questions of Justice 
and Peace. The following pages tell us about their experiences.   

Father Francis Tahiru is the parish priest of Nzovwe in the diocese 
of Mbeya. He tells us how the year of St. Joseph, which coincided with 
the first preparatory year of the parish's jubilee (St. Joseph), was a fa-
vourable moment to reinvigorate parish life and bring the scattered 
sheep back into the fold. This first preparatory year was an opportunity 
for the parishioners to reconnect, through the teachings, with their 
origins, which dates back to the journey of the first missionaries, who 
left from Bagamoyo to Ujiji and then to Kigoma, Mwanza, Bukoba and 
Mbeya, where their parish was founded. Father Jean-Paul Munyaneza, 
for his part, tells us about his apostolate as a chaplain among students 
in universities and institutes. His mission goes beyond simple spiritual 
accompaniment to include all the other dimensions of the students' 
lives.  

If the EAP receives missionaries, it also sends some out. Since its 
foundation, it has sent 106 missionaries from Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya 
and South Sudan. Charles Nikiema, the director of the Propaedeutic of 
Mbezi presents his centre. He tells us how, from the first years of their 
journey, the aspirants are initiated into the apostolic vision of our 
founder and exposed to different aspects of our charism. This initiation 
continues at the First Stage in Jinja, where, in collaboration with other 
missionary institutes, the province ensures the philosophical formation 
of its candidates. Noël Kindo, in his article, introduces us to the heart 
of the community life of Lavigerie House.  

We have another parish experience from Uganda. Father Josephat 
Diyuo tells us about his experience in empowering the youth of Katakwi 
in the Diocese of Soroti.  
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The closure of our 150-year jubilee celebration in Kampala was a 
return to our founder's vision in a faithful and creative way for a more 
prophetic witness in today's world. I cannot end without mentioning 
the fruits of this jubilee in the EAP: insertion with the MSOLA in Arua 
refugee camps and a new foundation in the Diocese of Malakal in 
South Sudan, which has suffered from years of war.  

They are now 104 confreres carrying the Gospel in this part of 
Africa. May Jesus himself be their strength and peace, for he assures us 
in his Gospel, "I will never leave you alone, I will send you the Holy 
Spirit, who will be a support and a comforter, he will remain with you 
forever. Jn 14, 15-20. 

 

Didier Sawadogo
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THE SOCIETY

- Annual Statistics -
Personnel on 1 January 2022

On this date the Society has 1115 members

12 Bishops (of which one cardinal)

990 Priests with Perpetual Oath

1 Priests with Temporary Oath

76 Brothers with Perpetual Oath

0 Brothers with Temporary Oath

35 Clerics with Perpetual Oath

1 Associate

Total 1115 which is in all 29 members less than on 1th January 2021

Increase during 2021

35 Commitments 32 Priestly ordinations

35 new members more in 2021

Decrease during 2021

0 Bishop died

55 Priests died

6 Brothers died

3 Priests left the Society

In all 64 members died or left in 2021

This means: 64 - 35 = - 29 members less than on 1 January 2021

Comparison between 2021 2022 Difference

Bishops 12 12 0

Priests with Perpetual Oath 1016 990 -26

Priests with Temporary Oath 0 1 1

Brothers with Perpetual Oath 81 76 -5

Brothers with Temporary Oath 0 0 0

Clerics with Perpetual Oath 34 35 1

Associates 1 1 0

Total 1144 1115 -29
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THE SOCIETY
According to Nationality, 01-01-2022

Nat. 01/01/2021 01/01/2022 Difference Deceased New Departures Increase

Alg 1 1 0 0

Bdi 20 22 2 2 2

Bel 108 96 -12 12 -12

Bfa 67 76 9 10 1 9

Bra 3 2 -1 1 -1

Can 94 88 -6 6 -6

Civ 5 8 3 3 3

Deu 87 77 -10 10 -10

Esp 58 57 -1 1 -1

Eth 12 13 1 1 1

Fra 133 118 -15 15 -15

Gbr 36 35 -1 1 -1

Gha 37 38 1 1 1

Ind 23 25 2 2 2

Irl 21 20 -1 1 -1

Ita 26 24 -2 2 -2

Ken 20 21 1 1 2 1

Lux 2 2 0 0

Mex 10 11 1 1 1

Mli 10 11 1 1 1

Moz 4 5 1 1 1

Mwi 16 17 1 1 1

Nga 16 17 1 1 1

Nld 50 47 -3 3 -3

Phl 8 7 -1 1 -1

Pol 17 17 0 0

RDC 103 106 3 1 4 3

Rwa 16 17 1 1 1

Ssd 2 2 0 0

Sse 17 16 -1 1 -1

Tcd 1 1 0 0

Tgo 13 13 0 0

Tza 31 30 -1 1 -1

Uga 28 30 2 1 3 2

USA 15 10 -5 5 -5

Zmb 34 35 1 1 1

Total 1144 1115 -29 61 35 3 -29
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THE SOCIETY

Odon Kipili, Administrative Secretary

Europe by country

01/01/2021 01/01/2022 Difference

(Prov. Team at Brussels) 3 4 1

Belgique 94 81 -13

Deutschland-Luxemburg 77 69 -8

España 46 46 0

France 122 113 -9

Great Britain 34 32 -2

Ireland 14 11 -3

Italia 23 20 -3

Nederland 36 35 -1

Polska 5 7 2

Suisse 13 14 1

Total 467 432 -35

Confreres according to Provinces, 01-01-2022
(Including Associates)

Provinces 01/01/2021 01/01/2022 Difference

Groupe MG 34 39 5

Section SOA 17 17 0

Section EPO 27 27 0

Provinces in Africa

Afr.Centrale (PAC) 110 101 -9

Afr.de l'Ouest (PAO) 92 96 4

Eastern Africa (EAP) 103 106 3

Ghana-Nigeria (GhN) 52 57 5

Maghreb  (Mgh) 34 33 -1

Southern Africa (SAP) 98 104 6

Prov.Amériques (AMS) 110 103 -7

Prov.Europe (PEP) 467 432 -35

Total 1144 1115 -29
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I am human, and any injustice  
to others hurts me.

Let the young people come to me 

Wow where do I start? All has 
been great; his mercy abounds for 
those who fear him. 

Uganda is the place, though not 
a bed of roses, where the Almighty 
has done great things for me, holy 
be his name. It’s about 7 months 
since I started my new role as a 
vocation director in the sector of 
Uganda, living in Lourdel house 
with three other confreres; Bro Fran-
cis Dewey (my assistant) and ‘com-
munity elder’, Fr Charles Kasule 
community superior, and Fr. Elias 
Mwebembezi, sector/community 
bursar. I may still not have enough 
to say as far as vocation promotion 
is concerned in this sector, but so 
far so good I am enjoying the apos-
tolate for which I give God the 
glory. 

My previous experiences 

I was first in Karamoja for a 
short period, then to Katakwi for 
another period of time, and will 

probably say more about my pre-
vious appointment in Katakwi.  
The people there are the Iteso in 
the north east part of Uganda, in 
the Catholic diocese of Soroti. It 
was an appointment that I received 
with a lot of hope and truly God 
did not disappoint me, the resil-
ience, the energy and courage with 
which I carried out my apostolate 
could only be attributed to God’s 
providence.  I am grateful for the 
reception that I was given by the 
community and Christian commu-
nity of Katakwi, and this propelled 
me into the pastoral work with 
great zeal and determination in 
spite of the challenges involved.  

The Christians there are mostly 
subsistence farmers with some ani-
mal husbandry; very simple and 
loving people, so welcoming and 
very joyous in their social and re-
ligious life.  Being subsistence 
farmers, they have often faced long 
periods of drought leading to sea-
sonal famine, they have also suf-
fered from cattle rustling from the 
Karimojong, especially in the past 

MISSION
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and that has affected them greatly 
in terms of stability and devel-
opment. However, they are a people 
of great hope and determination 
as they are much relaxed and com-
fortable in spite of the challenges. 

Very zealous and enthusiastic 
Christians I would say, sometimes 
I am tempted to refer to them, as 
Chinua Achebe puts it, ‘the mourner 
who weeps more than the be-
reaved.’ Once during my language 
course I asked one youth if there 
are some traditional believers in 
their village, he quickly told me 
that there are none at all, and that 
if anyone were to manifest that 
kind of belief they would kill the 

person or he would be banished 
from the village, I was amazed. 
Yet I find that they easily pray 
with other Christian denominations 
and also welcome other denomi-
nations in the Catholic Church, 
which I find amazing as far as 
Christian unity is concerned. The 
solidarity, the love, the sharing, 
the beautiful smiles, their simplicity 
and hospitality can make you con-
clude without doubt that God’s 
love abides with them. 

Among the young people 

My apostolate centred mostly 
on youth: school chaplaincy, YCS, 
parish youth animation, teaching 
in St. Stephen’s secondary school, 
visiting schools, and working with 
the diocesan youth team were some 
of the highlights of my apostolate 
in Katakwi, as well as administering 
the sacraments etc. I can say it 
gave me the opportunity to become 
more conversant with my duties 
as a priest, as the Christian com-
munity understands the mystery 
of the sacraments and they always 
ask for it. Somehow you may feel 
tired but with so much feeling of 
fulfillment. 

Working with the youth, the 
idea was to make them feel as 
though they belonged and that they 
could realize their potential. 

MISSION

Lourdel House, meeting with young people
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The underlying message was 
the book of Jeremiah 29:11 where 
God gives the youth a message of 
hope, a message of future prosperity 
and not desperation. Most youth 
came to me to ask for money for 
the least of things. And then I real-
ized that they are not aware that 
they can do a lot of things by 
themselves. They have not moved 
from the rural peasant way of life 
to the changing times where every-
thing thing you need has to be 
bought; from a time of readily 

available employment to this gen-
eration of self employment. Thus 
we had to make them understand 
the hidden talents they had. This 
we did through youth entrepre-
neurship seminars, recollections 
and retreats. 

I wish to pay glowing tribute 
to the bishop of Soroti Catholic 
Diocese, a very simple servant of 
God yet fair and firm who will 
not ‘crush the bruised reed’, and 
to all the priests and religious of 
the diocese. 

This opened up their minds and 
a good number of them began to 
take up initiatives to empower 
themselves to be able to accomplish 
this message of Jer 29;11ff. Many 
of them have appreciated the op-
portunity given them. We also 
stressed the need for those young 
adults in marriages to try and wed 
in church alongside marriage gui-
dance and preparation. I must say 
that the discovery was great, that 
given the opportunity and trust a 
lot of things can be accomplished. 
And in addition a lot of pastoral 
areas in our missions are untapped 
due to the fact that structures are 
not readily available, no financial 
back up, the fear of failure or in 
other words lack of initiatives. But 
there is a lot that can be achieved 
if we cast the net into the deep. 

MISSION

Lourdel House, meeting with young people
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A new appointment 

Just when I was deeply engaged 
in all these pastoral experiences, 
the appointment came for me to 
move to Lourdel house for vocation 
promotion, at first I felt mixed up, 
but I just told myself to move on 
to the other side to preach the gos-
pel there too (I had dreamt of be-
coming a vocation director one 
day, but never imagined the call 
could come when I was deeply 
immersed in another pastoral ad-
venture so interesting and self-ful-
filling). But I said to myself this is 
the time for Jesus, let’s move. But 
before that some rest with my 
family at home, Boo, a little village 
in the Catholic Diocese of Wa, 
Ghana. It was wonderful after al-
most four years because of the 
Covid pandemic. But it couldn’t 
be better. 

Then back to Lourdel house 
community to start my new job, 
almost a different reality, from a 
semi-rural parish life to an urban 
centre. None the less the apostolate 
is practically the same as it has to 

do with youth (aspirants). Thanks 
to my predecessor and the com-
munity in Lourdel at large, the 
transition was smooth and I im-
mediately flung myself into action 
though Covid had to remind me 
that I have to go slow; a lockdown 
was later imposed. So far I have 
visited so many parts of Uganda 
in search of vocations and the 
fruits are abundant. It is so fulfilling 
to find that I am the one leading 
these young men to join the con-
gregation of the missionaries of 
Africa. Indeed, a very humbling 
experience. 

Josephat Diyuo 

MISSION
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Life at Lavigerie Formation House in 
Jinja, Uganda.

I arrived in Jinja as a formator 
in our formation house in October 
2020 after my philosophical studies 
at the Catholic University of Eastern 
Africa in Nairobi.  Before Jinja, I 
also had a six month stay at Chate-
lard in Lyon for spiritual formation. 
In Jinja, I was warmly welcomed 
by our community and introduced 
to the life of our formation com-
munity. 

Jinja is one of the Ugandan 
cities only recently elevated to the 
status of a city. Jinja city is situated 
on the busy highway linking Kam-
pala to Nairobi (Kenya). It is at 80 
km from Kampala the capital city 

of Uganda. Jinja is also the source 
of River Nile, the longest river in 
Africa. Because of the source of 
Nile and waterfalls, Jinja is a tour-
istic city for national and inter-
national tourists. Even the mag-
nificent Jinja Bridge (which is lit 
up at night) is itself a national at-
traction. 

Jinja is an industrial city with 
many food processing factories 
(grain, oil, rice…). It is also famous 
for its sugar cane farms and fac-
tories. Sugar cane farming is one 
of the economic activities and 
source of income of many people.  

MISSION
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The PCJ Institute 

Our philosophy study institute 
commonly known as PCJ (Philos-
ophy Centre Jinja) started by the 
Missionaries of Africa, together 
with other missionary congrega-
tions: Mill Hill Missionaries, Clare-
tian Missionaries, Comboni Mis-
sionaries and Holy Cross Mission-
aries as founding members to 
whom the Camillians, the Servites 
and the Society of the Blessed 
Sacrament have also joined in 
sending students for philosophy. 

Last year 2021, our institute 
was upgraded officially by the 
Ministry of Education of Uganda, 
to a university, which shows its 
importance and the quality of edu-
cation provided there. 

The Institute has built a hostel 
for religious sisters who would 
like to join PCJ for studies. The 
hostel was blessed on the 10 Janu-
ary 2022 by the director of the 
board of governors Fr Hilary 
Guinko, M.Afr. 

Our Missionary of Africa 
Lavigerie Formation House 
in Jinja 

This year our formation team 
is made of four people; Oswald 
Mallya from Tanzania, Chrispin 

Vungwa from Tanzania, Alfred 
Awogya from Ghana and myself 
Noel Kindo from Burkina Faso. 
We have 35 students coming from 
Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya and 
Ethiopia. 

Life within the formation house 
revolves mainly around the four 
pillars of formation: prayer, com-
munity life, apostolate and studies. 
As disciples of Christ and members 
of the Missionaries of Africa, prayer 
life is very central in our everyday 
life, to bring Jesus to others we 
need to have Him ourselves, and 
in order to be witnesses of the 
risen Lord, we have to personally 
experience that resurrection in us 
and build a strong bond with Him.  

Our pastoral activities consist 
of visiting the parish outstations 
for Sunday celebrations with the 

MISSION
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Christians, visit of the youth and 
children on Saturdays and Sundays, 
home visitation to the elderly per-
sons,  visitation to mentally chal-
lenged and abandoned children at 
Home of Hope, sport activities 
with the youth around our com-
munity, visitation and celebrations 
to the secondary and tertiary insti-
tutes within the city, visit and lis-
tening to some poor families who 
moved from the village to the city 
in search of a better life; and week-
days Eucharistic celebrations for 
some female religious communities 
within Jinja. We also visit, pray 
and accompany prisoners from 
three different prisons within Jinja. 
To the prisoners who finished their 
jail term, we provide spiritual and 
material assistance from a fund 
known as Good Samaritan Fund, 
result of the community’s Lenten 

effort through fasting. 

At the academic level, studies 
at the Institute run from Monday 
to Friday, morning and often af-
ternoon too; and it occupies the 
major part of our time, students 
go for studies and all formators 
are involved in teaching. Academic 
life comprises of philosophical, 
social and spiritual studies. 

Challenges 

Though we acknowledge that 
it is beyond our means to cater for 
all the needs of the people we 
minister to, it is still heart-wrench-
ing facing people in need and being 
incapable to answer to these needs, 
mainly the poor, the old and needy, 
the prisoners… 

As many people, we have been 

MISSION

The Jinja karate team, trained by Noel Kindo.



81

affected by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
but we are joyful as new hope 
brighten our horizon; students all 
over the country are back to school 
and restrictions are being lifted, 
we learn, prudently and with the 
standard operating procedures to 
prevent the transmission of the 
virus, to live a normal life again. 
We continue to keep in our hearts, 
the many people, mostly the vul-
nerable ones, who have been af-
fected deeply by the covid-19, 
many young people who will not 
return to school again and the 
many people who lost their lives. 
My prayer is that Jesus the good 
shepherd may make for them a 
way. 

Joys 

Our joy is to be able to live to-
gether in a big community with 
people from different countries 
and different cultural backgrounds; 
it is a reflective and culture rich 
community.  At the academic level, 
we managed to pursue our studies 
without losing the year; thanks to 
online teaching.  We rejoice too 
as we contribute, in our humble 
way, to bringing joy, hope, and 
God to the people living in Jinja. 
Our efforts and presence are greatly 
appreciated and valued by the 
people with whom we have dif-
ferent ministries. 

We do have also time to cele-
brate together during community 
and team recreations, Lavigerie 
day, the new year end and the end 
of the year festivities. We do relax 
our minds and body too through 
team outings, sports at the Institute 
and within our community with a 
special introduction last year of 
our Karate team. 

We thank the Lord, the founda-
tion of our community, and invoke 
Him to always be with us. 

 

Fr Noel Kindo 

Noel Kindo

MISSION
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The Mbezi propedeutic

Warm greeting from Mbezi Pre-
First Phase Community in the econ-
omical capital of Tanzania namely 
Dar es Salaam. Our community 
introduction will focus on the his-
torical and geographical situation 
of Pre-First Phase, Lavigerie House 
Mbezi, and the composition of the 
community, secondly, our apos-
tolates and daily life, followed by 
our challenges and finally our joy 
and hope. 

The historical and geographical 
situation of Pre-First Phase 

Mbezi house was officially rec-
ognized on the 15 September 2015 
by his Excellency Polycarp Car-
dinal Pengo, Archbishop of Dar 
es Salaam by his grant response 
to the request letter( PROV/74/2015 
dated on the 14th  September 2015 
of  Rev. Fr. Charles Obanya,, M. 
Afr. Provincial Superior East Af-
rican Province). The Pre-First 
Phase, Lavigerie House Mbezi is 
located in Dar es Salaam near to 
the New Bus station named Ma-
gufuli stand along  Morogoro Road. 

Our community is linked to St. 
John Paul the II Parish, Mbezi 
Mshikamano which is run by the 
Missionaries of Africa. 

Mbezi first phase or Pre-Phil-
osophy Centre as written in the 
request granted by his excellency, 
began the welcome   of candidates 
of EAP for three months in order 
to prepare them for the first cycle 
of Philosophy in Jinja, Uganda. It 
was also a time for discernment 
and selection of our candidates. 
With the time, the formators saw 
the necessity to increase some 
months for the better discernment 
of our candidates. That is why 
now they have a full package of 
nine months. 

Our  Community, Lavigerie 
house Mbezi 2021/2022 is 
composed of  candidates of EAP 
(Eastern African Province) from 
Tanzania(8), Uganda(6) and 
Kenya(2) and three formators( Fr. 
Bill Moroney, Fr. Alexus Mutas-
ingwa and Fr. Charles Nikiema,  
father in charge). 
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Apostolates and Daily Life 

Our main apostolate is the 
formation of our future Mission-
aries of Africa confreres by initi-
ating them into the spirituality and 
the vision of the sons of Cardinal 
Charles Lavigerie.  Besides this, 
we sometimes give a hand to our 
Mshikamano parish when we are 
asked to. 

Our candidates are formed 
through the four pillars of our So-
ciety: Spiritual life, Community 
intercultural life, intellectual Life 
and Apostolic Life. 

As most our candidates have 
just finished their Advance Level 
and many from ordinary schools 

not in seminaries, they need to re-
inforce the spirit of their religious 
an missionary life.  That is why in 
our program we teach them how 
to use the breviary and how to do 
the daily meditation, how to read 
the Bible. Also, some sessions of 
human development, self-knowl-
edge and personality assessment, 
family background, etc. are given.  
Most candidates from Tanzania 
need more attention for English in 
order to prepare themselves to 
begin the first cycle of Philosophy 
in Jinja, Uganda. That is why Eng-
lish has more hours than the others 
subjects. 
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As our candidates are our future 
confreres, we initiate them to com-
munity life by living in  teams. 
This academic year 2021/2022 we 
have three (3) teams namely, Ati-
man, Brother Kees Akkermaans 
and Simeon Lourdel. The team’s 
fathers are respectively, Fr. Bill, 
Fr. Alexus and Fr. Charles. 

Our candidates have a weekly 
apostolate: some go the Centre of 
‘’the street children’’ named Child 
in the Sun, some go to the Parish 
Mshikamano for the youth ministry 
to be with the Young Catholic 
workers (VIWAWA, Vijana waf-

anyakazi wakatoliki in 
swahili).some to to teach the Holy 
Childhood and mass servants. They 
are participating in the Small Chris-
tian Communities of the Parish 
(Jumuiya ndogondogo in Swahili). 
In addition to their weekly apos-
tolate, our candidates are doing 
manual work, gardening, raising 
animal , and poultry for consump-
tion as well as  income generation. 

Our challenges  

Our main challenges are: first our 
Centre is not registered officially 
in the government. That makes it 
sometimes difficult for the follow 
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up of the certificate of Exemption 
for our candidates for their resi-
dence in Tanzania.  Secondly, 
some of our candidates specially 
from Uganda do not often get the 
three months visas on the border 
Mutukula when entering to Tan-
zania. That makes the follow up 
for their certificate of exemption 
not easy. Thirdly, we do not have 
sport facilities or sport field. 

Finally, our rooms to receive our 
candidates are not enough, two 
per room. We also think in the fu-
ture one per room. Consequently, 
the vocation directors have many 
young men who have a deep de-
sire to join our beloved Society 
but the rooms are limited. 

Joy ang hope 

We formators are very happy 
to see the youth full of life and 
joy. We see on them that the future 
of our ‘’little Society’’ as our 
founder Cardinal Lavigerie used 
to describe it, is assured.  

The sharing of their experience 
and feelings during the team meet-
ings gives us hope that we will 
have potential good Missionaries 
of Africa who learn to give and to 
receive. 

When we see their commitment 
to their daily personal responsibility, Charles Nikiema 
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their commitment to their apostolate 
we can easily say these young 
guys will make a beautiful and vi-
able Missionaries of Africa com-
munities in the future. That is our 
Joy. 

We hope that our superiors and 
those of good will, will consider 
our challenges for the future of 
our beloved Society. Here in EAP 
we can dare to say the candidates 
are many but the rooms to receive 
them are few. Let us request our 
Superiors to give more means for 
accommodating our future. 
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My ministry 
at the catholic youth centre 

of Mbeya, Tanzania

The Archdiocese of Mbeya is 
located in southern Tanzania and 
it is a home to about 2,707,410 
people. Mbeya was founded as a  
town in the 1920s. The TAZARA 
railway later attracted farming mi-
grants and small entrepreneurs to 
the area. Mbeya City is now a 
growing metropolis and business 
centre for the southern regions and 
the neighbouring countries of Ma-
lawi, Zambia and Congo. The city 
has several tribes including the 
Safwa, Nyakyusa, Nyiha and Ndali 
all being agricultural and business 
peoples. Mbeya also boasts as 
being one of the regions that form 
the bread basket of Tanzania. 

The community and the house 
where we live 

We live in Mbeya Catholic 
Youth Center which is in the arch-
diocese of Mbeya. It’s a Diocesan 
project run by Missionaries of Af-
rica.  In this center, we are a com-
munity of two. Fr Michael Ma-
welera from Malawi, who is the 
Director of the center and Fr Jean 
Paul Munyaneza from Rwanda, 

the chaplain of catholic students 
in Universities and Colleges Arch-
diocese of Mbeya. The two of us 
are new in the place and we are 
trying to make a good and a wel-
coming community. We are aware 
that, we are living in old buildings 
which need to be maintained, but 
such maintenance will attract our 
guests. We have good collaboration 
and solidarity with our confreres 
from our two parishes namely 
Nzovwe and Iyunga. The Sunday 
gathering strengthens our unity 
and it is highly recommended. The 
center accommodates a lot of Re-
ligious people who come and spend 
some time in the center. We also 
receive seminarians from their 
seminaries who come and spend 
some time in the center; this is the 
center of supportive action for the 
Archdiocese of Mbeya. 

My apostolate on the spot 

In the archdiocese of Mbeya, 
we have 5 universities and 21 col-
leges. As chaplain of students, I 
offer spiritual nourishment and 
formation to the members by of-
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fering masses, the sacrament of 
reconciliation, and organize sem-
inars. I coordinate all activities 
concerning students and make sure 
there are in line with the church’s 
teachings and the Mission of the 
local church.  I also offer spiritual 
guidance and counseling to the 
students. I promote peace and rec-
onciliation among members of 
TMCS especially when misunder-
standings and conflicts arise. I 
form, encourage and collaborate 
with the leadership of students for 
the successful implementation of 
their programmes. I advise and fa-
cilitate effective communication 
among the members, other youth 
groups and the local Church in 
general.  I am in direct collaboration 
with the local church especially 
the archbishop, who is the chair-
person of all pastoral activity in 

the archdiocese. Since our colleges 
and universities are located in dif-
ferent parishes, I ensure we are in 
good collaboration with different 
parish priests and their parish com-
mittee.  

Challenges that I and my 
confrere face on a daily basis 

Three main challenges: Lan-
guage, climate challenges and glo-
bal pandemic 

The main language is , and  
English is extensively taught in 
schools. Firstly, we are still learning 
Swahili and this will help us to 
deepen our roots in the local culture. 
Secondly, Mbeya has a climate 
with humid summers and dry 
winters. The weather from June 
until October, is dry and cold. The 
heaviest rainfall occurs during the 
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months of December to April. The 
area around Mbeya town (es-
pecially in Tukuyu) enjoys abun-
dant and reliable rainfall which 
stimulates abundant agriculture on 
the rich volcanic soils. Its weather 
with enough rainfall and fertile 
soil enable it to be the largest pro-
ducer of maize, rice, bananas, 
beans, potatoes, soya beans and 
wheat in the entire country. There 
is also extensive animal husbandry, 
with dairy cattle predominating. 
Mbeya is also the biggest producer 
of high-value export and cash crops 
in Tanzania; those crops are coffee, 
tea, cocoa,  and spices. We are 

self-reliant as far as food is con-
cerned. Bamboo is naturally abun-
dant in the forests, and there are 
plans to teach local people how to 
use this versatile plant.  

Some gold is still mined in the 
rural Chunya District, by artisan 
miners but still people need to be 
aware on how to use this local 
richness for the benefit of their 
families and the society in general. 
Thirdly, the global pandemic is 
affecting us. We lost a lot of people 
while many others are still re-
covering.  

MISSION

Student committee with Jean-Paul Munyanezr on the left.



89

One question 

After all the pandemic chal-
lenges the main question is: How 
to run the center financially? The 
center relies on visitors because 
we have as an income for the 
center, conference halls, a few 
rooms and dormitories for our 
guests. Due to the corona pandemic, 
we actually receive very few 
people. This is also my challenge 
as chaplain to the colleges and 
universities. Ministry to these stu-
dents is also very difficult to be 
viable without financial support 
since these students are not self-
reliant. Many activities are often 
suspended due to the lack of money. 

The ministry to the students is also 
extensive, I cannot manage to serve 
all of them without help from other 
priests and, of course, when they 
come they need stipends. 

Conclusion 

Michael and I are making a 
happy, united and joyful community 
together with all those storms men-
tioned above which, with the grace 
of God, soon will be over. We also 
appreciate the collaboration from 
the provincial leaders for through 
our sector leaders fresh information 
reaches us without being distorted. 
God bless you all and remain united 
in the mission of God.

Jean-Paul Munyaneza
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Recounting a year of grace with 
Saint Joseph in Nzovwe parish

Towards Our Silver Jubilee: 
Being 70 years since the foundation 
of our parish, we knew that the 
year 2021 was going to be joyous 
and special at Nzovwe Parish, only 
that we didn’t imagine in its fullness 
how special it may unfold itself. 
In collaboration with the Parish 
Pastoral Council, we prepared and 
planned for 12 months’ events 
which preceded the final and main 
day fixed for the celebration, 
marked with a slogan; We’re bap-
tised and sent, be to living Chris-
tians. All was set and ready to 
start in order to make the celebra-
tion more unique and enjoyable to 
both parishioners and non-parish-
ioners. Through God’s providence, 
our plans were graced by Pope 
Francis’ address to the universal 
Church through his apostolic letter, 
‘Patris Corde’, that the year 2021 
must specially and devotedly be 
in honour of Saint Joseph, i.e., 
‘The Year of Saint Joseph’. Nzovwe 
parish being under the patronage 
of Saint Joseph, The Pope’s dec-
laration was a major boost to our 

efforts towards making a mem-
orable graceful year.  An official 
song, a prayer for the year and a 
program were all collectively 
lounged in early January. 

General Census 

In Mid-January we started with 
general door-to-door census in-
tending to know the exact number 
of christians in the Parish area. 
Formerly, Nzovwe parish had been 
known as a mega-parish with over 
70 outstations, it was a populous 
and famous parish in catholic dio-
cese Mbeya (present Archdiocese 
of Mbeya). In the latter years, five 
new parishes were created from 
it.   It’s currently reduced to seven 
outstations and fifty-five small 
christian communities. 

In fulfilment of the arranged 
parish general census, a team of 
volunteer data collectors were man-
aged to go round the parish within 
a period of two weeks, arriving 
with a collected data of above 
8600 christians living in the parish. 
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Also, the questionnaire used during 
the census revealed undoubtedly 
that a small number of the faithful 
were active in Church’s involve-
ments or activities; just above one-
third. The rest were irregular in 
Church and didn’t receive holy 
communion, having or owing to 
different reasons attached, es-
pecially on marriage issues. This 
was disturbing and we intentionally 
adjusted our programme to attempt 
and address the issue thoroughly.  

Based on Small Christian  
Communities 

The second month was basically 
programmed for the mobilisation 
of Christians to join small christian 
communities and lay christian 
movements. Different recollections, 
retreats and workshops were pre-
pared and accomplished to revive 
the movements especially during 
Lenten season. It was a moment 
of awakening the spirits of different 
movements to increase their aware-
ness that we are baptised and sent 
to testify our faith in Jesus Christ 
through different those movements. 
This generally helped in building 
closer bonds in christian brother-
hood between members and various 
Church’s movements.  

 

Proclaiming the Crucified Christ 

Holy week was marked with 
the mobilisation of small christian 
communities to testify and live 
their faith as a loved and single 
family with a true mission and vi-
sion in following Christ as His 
followers. On good Friday, each 
christian community converged in 
a home where one of their members 
resides. After prayer and service, 
they solemnly marched towards 
the parish centre, i.e. the meeting 
point for all. This made 55 groups, 
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each on its path converging towards 
the main Church to celebrate the 
passion of Christ. Obviously like 
a beautiful image of family of 
God, made of smaller communities 
and individual families assembled 
at calvary, at the foot of the cross 
of the crucified Christ, also sum-
moned all the faithful of Nzovwe 
in the parish Church.  

Easter Choir Conference 

The Easter season was cel-
ebrated at a high pitch as usual. It 
was impressive to see how the 
christian family associates itself 
throughout the preparation and cel-
ebration of the Pascal Mystery. 
Though some deliberately appear 
in the Church once or twice in a 

year; precisely on easter Sunday 
or Christmas Sunday. This was 
wholly crowned by the choirs’ day 
accompanied with melodious and 
angelic songs. It was so great and 
pleasing watching fourteen groups 
of singers or choristers expressing 
their joy of the risen Lord inde-
fatigably. But more admiring was 
the scene of seeing these groups 
arranging and realising an event 
together peacefully, a rare occur-
rence given their persistent disputes 
and division. The great Alleluia 
gladly united 120 voices singing 
in unison. Wonderful! 

Door-to-door visitation 

The fifth event introduced se-
rious and more demanding issues. 
A large Jubilee crucifix was made 
and launched in the most southeast 
family in the parish territory, meant 
to visit every christian family for 
a prayer, benediction and vigils. 
For 60 days, the crucifix moved 
around 1324 families, celebrating 
nocturnal vigils prayers, teachings 
and meditation. Among the teach-
ings was the missionary journey 
of the White Fathers from Baga-
moyo in 1898 through Tabora to-
wards Ujiji, then northwards to 
Kigoma, Mwanza and Bukoba. 
But most importantly, southwards 
towards Mbeya and eventually 
Nzovwe. 
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Pilgrimages 

Our six planned event was three-
fold; To help christians learn more 
about their faith, three pilgrimages 
were planned, A Marian national 
pilgrimage from Mbeya to Nyaki-
joga in Bukoba took eight days of 
absence from home of every par-
ticipant. It was a nationwide event 
taking place every year, alongside 
the international pilgrimage of 
Lourdes in France. The Archdiocese 
of Mbeya is the centre of Mary of 
Fatima movement in Tanzania. 
Over seventy parishioners attended. 
In a more particular way, there 
was an organised big pilgrimage 
at the parish level. Three days of 
prayer, seasonal and liturgical rites 
marked the days. A solemn walk 
over 14km to the highest hill or 
mountain in the parish where mist 
and fog unexpectedly crowned our 
Eucharistic celebration was in-
cluded. Over seven hundred chris-
tians joyously profited from the 
occasion directly. The three other 
pilgrimages were organised for the 
religious and the catechists on sig-
nificant historical sights of evan-
gelisation in Mbeya, where White 
Fathers worked. 

Infant Baptism 

The seventh event was more 
demanding in terms of time and 

energy involved. Three hundred 
and forty-seven (347) infants were 
prepared and baptised in one day. 
There were special cases; for 
example, some children left out 
of baptism due to issues of their 
parents living out of sacramental 
union with the Church. It was dis-
heartening to see how some 
children were not baptised while 
it’s obvious that it wasn’t their 
fault. This is the fact, even if the 
Arch-diocese of Mbeya allows 
baptism of up to two children 
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whose parents have not married 
in church. It was a condition given 
by the archdiocese that parents 
should follow christian instructions 
and must be definitely up to six 
months before their children are 
baptised. This revealed how much 
the young people face repercussions 
of something they never contributed 
anything to and at times   end up 
facing dire situations that they 
never expected in life. 

Marriages 

The eighth event, celebration 
of marriages for several couples 
in a day, took eight months’ prep-
aration. Our census demonstrated 
that a large number of our christians 
especially the young couples were 
living in cohabiting without offi-
cialising their marriages in the 
Church. This owed to anxiety of 
creating permanent bonds, expenses 
and out-standing dowry. We at-
tempted to address these three is-
sues one by one, and we eventually 
managed to celebrate thirty-nine 
(39) marriages in a day. Together 
with their sponsors, it was vividly 
a graceful feeling to see one 
hundred and fifty-six (156) chris-
tians in the Church, each seated 
side by side with his or her spouse, 
making a congregation glowing 
with joy and love. 

Briefly 

However, this space may not 
accommodate other events, es-
pecially the Fr. Roland Dubourt 
Youth tournament initiated by our 
Stagiaire and many other activities. 
Looking back throughout the fruit-
ful year, we have nothing more to 
say but to give gratitude to Al-
mighty God for His grace and 
abundant love in our parish at 
large, which was often manifested 
through the intersession of our Pa-
tron Saint, St. Joseph. We thank 
God for calling us to be apostles. 
And these events encouraged and 
totally strengthened us to be so. 
We look forward to a more vibrant 
second year toward our jubilee. 
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I came to Mwanza on four dif-
ferent occasions and each time I 
came it was for a brief moment of 
time, then I left back to Kabanga. 
Kabanga in the Diocese of Kigoma 
was my first appointment and my 
first love. I could not have imagined 
leaving Kabanga for any reason 
even though I contemplated once 
or twice due to certain motives. 
This was a true and real mission 
for me. I felt at home and I was 
loved (I felt loved by the Clergy, 
religious and the Lay faithful). I 
was received very well by my 
community and I enjoyed a beauti-
ful community life. I knew in my 
heart I would leave one day but 
not so early and not on a short no-
tice.  

Usagara parish (in the land of 
the Wasukuma) became my next 
stop after the rather short and in-
teresting spell with the Waha. I 
had no idea what I was facing. In 
Tanzania there is no need to change 
the Liturgical language when mov-
ing from one region to the other 
for the official and national lan-
guage is KISWAHILI hence we 
might believe that everybody 
speaks Kiswahili. This was my 

first mistake. My arrival in Usagara 
suggested otherwise. I also felt 
that leaving Kabanga and moving 
to Usagara was like moving from 
a rural to an urban setup which 
was also wrong. I had to face the 
realities of a new parish and a new 
community.  

In general, I had very little time 
with my predecessor who was 
leaving to take up his next ap-
pointment. Usagara parish is a 
beautiful parish situated along the 
main Mwanza – Dar Es Salaam 
road. It is about ten minutes-walk 
from the weigh-bridge of Usagara. 
It’s a young parish which was 
carved out of the Bukumbi parish 
some twelve (12) years ago. We 
have nineteen (19) outstations with 
three (3) resident priests and a sta-
giaire. We have a place to lay our 
heads but the accommodation 
which was built by the Christians 
themselves in view of becoming a 
fully-fledged parish has now be-
come old and no longer really fit 
for purpose. The rooms are some 
small and not high enough for 
ventilation. The electricity and 
water system is already problem-
atic. The main problem with Usa-
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gara parish is the lack of drinking 
water. Several attempts have been 
made to resolve the situation but 
with few results. We have in fact 
decided to harvest rain water and 
this is our main supply. Another 
challenge I had to deal with was 
having to live with a confrere and 
having to preside later at his funeral. 
This was very heavy for me. I was 
not prepared for such an event. I 
had to bury our confrere Baptise 
Mapunda who was quite close to 
me in various ways. I had lived 
with him on two different occasions 
(In Wa- Ghana and in Kabanga-
Kigoma). This was our third time 
meeting and living together. May 
he rest in peace. 

The local community as I have 
already indicated is from the Wa-
sukuma tribe. This tribe is noted 
to be very attached to their language 
– Kisukuma, which is rather a 
positive thing, especially as many 
other tribes have started losing 
their language due to non-usage. 
The bad thing is that people over 
exaggerate this and use it literally 
everywhere even during meetings. 
This means the rest of us who do 
not understand the language are 
basically cut off. Attempts to correct 
this was wrongly perceived to be 
anti Kisukuma. This was started 
by a group of catechists who felt 

their power was being challenged 
by the new team and the new 
Parish priest. Misunderstandings 
went on for a greater part of the 
year till the first quarter of the 
second year.  

We needed to move ahead with 
the development of the parish and 
implement our pastoral agenda. 
We have been able to reinforce 
the teaching of catechism in our 
parish, regular Sunday masses for 
all out stations, we have instituted 
home and small Christian com-
munity visitations, we have em-
barked on a vocation drive (Re-
ligious and in view of marriage,) 
tree planting and beautification of 
our environment, seminars and 
short causes for youth groups and 
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church groups. We have noticed 
that these interventions have made 
an impact to the prayer life and 
spiritual wellbeing of our faithful. 

Much as we see Usagara Parish 
as an Urban parish, a great number 
of the outstations are rural (82%). 
Some communities do not have 
many members. A few communities 
have less that a hundred (100) 
people for prayer. Most of these 
communities also have a leadership 
crisis as most of these leaders are 
also involved in in politics hence 
the tendency to defend the people 
from contributing to the church so 
that they can look good in the eyes 
of the voters. Poverty is still our 
great enemy. Many are just not 
able to contribute at all and for a 
longtime have not been contributing 
or contributing very little. This af-
fects a lot our mission as we find 
it very difficult to operate without 
their contributions.  

In what I have written above, 
there are times I use the first-
person pronoun when I am talking 
about myself but when it comes 
to the community, I use the first 
person plural pronoun. This is to 

emphasize that we live and work 
as a team hence we have a good 
community life. We have had dif-
ferent projects in our three years 
working together. We have built a 
gate, we have put pavement blocks 
in and around the house and in 
front of the church and we have 
managed to roof our new church. 
We are still building a new grotto 
and shop for rental purposes.   

In short this is Usagara and you 
are very much welcome to visit a 
young but vibrant community. Kari-
buni sana. 

Dakiye Berthrand
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The Arua Project 
-Impetus of service among refugees-

Introduction  

In 2018 the journey towards 
opening a new mission in Arua 
diocese in Uganda began. This was 
a response to the call of the Epis-
cope Conference of Uganda that 
called upon religious institutions 
and people of good will to respond 
to the pastoral and humanitarian 
needs that were prompted by the 
refugee influx, especially in the re-
gion surrounding Arua Diocese. In 
honouring this call, and indeed, 
marking the 150 years anniversary 
of the existence of the Society of 
Missionaries of Africa (M.Afr) and 
the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady 
of Africa (MSOLA), whose climax 
was celebrated at Namugongo – 
Uganda, the two institutions 
agreed to undertake a joint mission 
in the said diocese. In the long run, 
many things have happened and I 
would mention among others– cor-
respondence with the bishop of 
Arua, mapping the place of 
mission, provision of personnel, 
meetings and workshops oriented 

towards the establishment of this 
new insertion, and launching, and 
sending of confreres to work on a 
common refugee service project. 
In this article therefore, I wish to 
give a picture of this mission ven-
ture and indeed reaffirming a com-
mon saying that ‘where there is a 
will, there is a way’.   

MISSION

Felix Drani moves from a Ma'adi community 

to a Dinka community.



99

Situational Analysis of the New 
Missionary Venture  

While the project is situated in 
Arua diocese, I must make men-
tion that the mission is stationed 
in Adjumani district, located in the 
Ma’adi sub-region of the northern 
region across the famous Nile 
River. Adjumani is about 230 kilo-
metres from Arua city. In recent 
years, the district has experienced 
a population expansion necessi-
tated by the refugee crisis that has 
been as a result of a protracted 
conflict in South Sudan. As of De-
cember 2021, the refugee popu-
lation was at 243,297 (51%) and 
the host population stood at 
237,400 (49%) (Uganda Compre-
hensive Refugee Response Portal, 
2021). Of the total 1,573,291 offi-
cially recognised refugees in 
Uganda, 15.5% are hosted in Ad-
jumani district (Office of the Prime 
minister, December 2021).  

These refugees are distributed 
in 19 ‘refugee settlements’ sur-
rounding Adjumani district and 
most of them originate from South 
Sudan. The ‘open-door policy’ that 
Uganda has opted to implement 
for the last decades in the manage-
ment of refugees has made it easier 
for refugees to settle in the country 
awaiting further determinations. In 

their pursuit of migration experi-
ence, refugees in Adjumani, just 
like in many parts of the world, 
face various challenges. They 
range from traumatic experiences 
of war, poverty, limited opportun-
ities to education and health facil-
ities, disruption of their religious 
and cultural practices, ethnic viol-
ence within the settlements, con-
flict over resources, sexual abuse, 
early marriages, drug abuse, ne-
glect of the elderly, women, youth, 
children and disabled, to mention 
but a few. As the government of 
Uganda and the Arua diocese have 
expressed, these challenges call for 
solidarity and concerted efforts 
from all sectors of societies, relig-
ious institutions inclusive. 

There are many organisations 
working in Adjumani district re-
sponding to the refugee crisis and 
some needs of the host commu-
nities. The United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR), Jesuits Refugee Ser-
vice (JRS), World Food Program 
(WFP), PLAN International, Ac-
tion aid, Arua Vicariate for Migra-
tion and Refugees, Religious In-
stitutions and congregations, and 
some non-governmental organisa-
tion. They are working tirelessly 
in the settlements of Adjumani ad-
dressing some of the challenges 
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mentioned above in their capac-
ities and area of focus.  

It is in this dimension therefore, 
that the Joint mission, – commonly 
known as “The Arua project”, of 
the two institutions, finds its place. 
We bear in mind that within our 
capacity, we cannot respond to all 
challenges faced by refugees, 
neither can we be available to all 
the 19 refugee settlements sur-
rounding Adjumani district. We 
have henceforth opted to offer our 
presence and service to the needs 
of the refugees hosted in the south-
ern part of Adjumani district – 
Maaji 1, Maaji 2, Maaji 3 and 
Agojo refugee settlements. These 
settlements host a refugee popu-

lation of about 43,825 (Office of 
the Prime Minister, 2021), with a 
small host population. Our prelim-
inary assessment indicate that 
these settlements seem to receive 
limited pastoral support and other 
services necessary for their well-
being. Since we cannot live in the 
settlements as regulated by law, 
we hope to settle in Ukusijoni Sub-
Count of Adjumani district as it is 
nearer to the settlements – about 
10 kilometres. Currently we are 
being hosted in Kureku Diocesan 
Parish located North of Adjumani 
District – about 35-50 kilometres 
(depending on the route taken – 
determined by weather conditions) 
to the settlements.  

MISSION

Photo session after the mass celebrated by Felix in the Nuer community.
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Our Apostolic Response in the 
Refugee Settlements 

The idea adopted by Lavigerie 
of being ‘all things to all’ is a 
multi-dimensional missionary ap-
proach that crosscuts time and 
space. It invites us to be more at-
tuned to the details of missionary 
apostolate, identifying areas of in-
tervention while inserting our-
selves in the life experience, cul-
ture(s), customs, traditions and 
dynamics of the people we serve. 
In 2018, on the World Day of 
Refugee, Pope Francis invited us 
to “respond to contemporary mi-
gration and refugee situation with 
generosity, promptness, wisdom, 
and foresight, each according to 
their capacity”.  Accordingly, the 
2016 United Nations General As-
sembly Resolution A/71/296 and 
the 2021 UN message on the 
World Day of Refugees invited us 
to build empathy and understand-
ing for the plight of refugees and 
recognise their resilience in re-
building their lives. All these in-
vitations fall within the teaching 
of Jesus in Mathews 25:35, “I was 
hungry, and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty, and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me”. Echoing Gaudium 
et Spes no. 1, Fratelli Tutti, no. 56, 

affirms these sentiments adding 
that “the joys and hopes, the grief 
and anguish of the people of our 
time, especially of those who are 
poor or afflicted, are the joys and 
hopes, the grief and the anguish of 
the followers of Christ. Nothing 
that is genuinely human fails to 
find echo in their hearts”. Fur-
thermore, our constitutions and 
laws no. 7 empower us with a cer-
tain sense of solidarity and concern 
that people’s lives be fuller and 
richer, more truly human. These 
inspirations guide our missionary 
intervention and service to the 
refugees in Adjumani.   

Currently we are investing in 
learning the language. However, 
as an entry point into the refugee 
dynamics, our weekly pastoral 
programme includes attending to 
sacramental needs of the refugees 
and host communities – of the 
catholic faith. In extension, we are 
as well slowly and cautiously in-
tervening, where need be, in some 
humanitarian services such as psy-
cho-social support, peacebuilding 
and peace education in some af-
fected families and communities. 
Under these services, we are tak-
ing an ‘all-inclusive approach’. We 
are at the service of all refugees 
regardless of their religious affili-
ation. 

MISSION
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Progressively, we have begun 
piloting a more extensive and de-
tailed Needs Assessment Pro-
gramme (NAP) that involves the 
participation of the main stake-
holders (the refugees) and other 
organisations of interest. This will 
help us to understand the refugee 
dynamics and perhaps, with the 
refugees and host community, de-
sign context specific programmes 
of intervention for the Arua project 
– of course putting into consider-
ation our missionary charism and 
capacity. Other than pastoral, Psy-
cho-social support and peacebuild-
ing activities, our NAP is also 
guided by the desire to understand 
the Refugee Livelihood Situation 
(RLS), Education and Health 
(E&H). By this, in the spirit of 
presence and listening, we have 
hope that the results of the NAP 
will attune our attention to prac-

tical areas of attention.  

Among the refugees, we have 
the Nuer, the Dinker and the 
Ma’adi communities. We have 
prioritised on learning ma’adi lan-
guage which is spoken by both the 
host population and some refu-
gees. However, gradually there is 
need to learn a bit of Nuer and 
Dinka. Our observation is that the 
use of these languages plays a sig-
nificant role in as far as penetrating 
our missionary work with a neutral 
approach is concerned. Here, it is 
worth mentioning that an ethnic 
tension that exists between the 
Nuer and Dinka in South Sudan, 
has a bearing on the refugee popu-
lation in the settlements around 
Adjumani. ‘Conflict transference’ 
is a reality in the settlements and 
it is occasionally experienced.  

MISSION

Felix, Magdalena and Julienne among the Nuer community of refugees having  

a light moment and interaction after Mass 
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Prospects: where there is a 
“will” there is a “way”  

We are a team of six mission-
aries with diverse and complimen-
tary backgrounds, experiences, ex-
pertise, and interests. Three 
missionary sisters, two missionary 
priests and one missionary brother. 
All dedicated for a shared purpose. 
With the pressure of internal and 
external expectations, at times the 
mission creates some fears and 
anxieties. However, we get 
strengthened through prayers, ear-
nest reception by refugees, the sup-
port of many missionaries, friends 
and families. Our belief in this pro-
ject is growing. Our missionary 
zeal and will always nurturing. 
Like the disciples who followed 
Jesus on a path they did not clearly 
understand, we are as well on a 
learning path – and slowly culti-
vating strong impetus to serve 
among refugees. Our horizon is 
expanding, and we are discovering 
new ways of doing things. 

Conclusion  

The richness of Lavigerie’s vi-
sionary enthusiasm keeps mani-
festing in every missionary gener-
ation. When he proclaimed in 
Rome on 22 December 1888 that 
he desired to give honour, freedom 
and dignity to the people deemed 

to be at the periphery, relationally, 
he expressed having an open heart 
to the reality of people in a refugee 
like situation of our time. Simi-
larly, “Jesus had an open heart, 
sensitive to the difficulties of 
others” (Fratelli Tutti, no. 84). We 
are guided by Lavigerie’s enthusi-
asm and Jesus’ open heart, that our 
presence and service to the refu-
gees in Adjumani will be a source 
of grace to our missionary experi-
ence and participation in restoring 
the dignity and honour of refugees 
through our little efforts.  

Rodgers Mwansa

MISSION
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F
ather Germán Arconada 
was preparing to return 
to Burundi when he un-

expectedly died on October 18, 
2020, after a month of hospital-
ization in Madrid's "Ramón y 
Cajal". He had gone on vacation 
but had to prolong it because of 
the Pandemic. The Pandemic foiled 
his plan and desire to return to 
Burundi and die among those he 
had dedicated himself for 50 years. 
He was 83 years old. His death 
coincided with Domund Sunday, 
a day dedicated in the Church to 
prayer and collection for the 
Mission. What a good day to die 
for someone who gave his whole 
life to the Mission! 

I have two photos of Germán 
before me: one from his youth, as 
a newly ordained priest. You could 
see some of his character traits on 
his face: decision, determination, 
passion and consistency in carrying 
out his projects. The other photo 
is recent, from his old age: his 
hair is white and deep wrinkles 
mark his face. A tired face, almost 
tortured; a certain preoccupation 
is visible. However, his eyes show 
firmness and kindness and, perhaps, 
a prayer: compassion and under-
standing. 

His formation 

Germán was born on May 5, 
1937, in Carrión de los Condes 

Germàn Arconada Del Valle  
1937-2020

Born in:
Carrión, Espagne  

le 03/05/1937

Sp. Year:
Gap, France 

11/09/1958

Oath:
Heeverle, Belgique 

28/06/1962

Priesthood:
Logroño, Espagne 

29/06/1963 

Died at:
Madrid, Espagne 

le 18/10/2020



OBITUARIES

106

(Palencia), a village in Castile, 
into a Christian family of well-to-
do farmers. His father Ambrosio 
and his mother María Nieves had 
four children, three boys and one 
girl. Germán received his secondary 
education at the Sacred Heart 
School run by the Jesuit Fathers 
in his home town before joining 
the seminary of the Diocese of 
Palencia in 1955. His missionary 
vocation was born in an atmosphere 
of austere formation for the priest-
hood, typical of the Spanish sem-
inaries of the time. Many mission-
ary vocations originated in the 
Diocese of Palencia. They are 
found all over the world. At the 
end of his studies in philosophy, 
he asked to join the Society of 
Missionaries of Africa. He did his 
novitiate in Gap and theology in 
Heverlee. He was ordained a priest 
in Logroño on June 29, 1963.  

Over 50 years in Burundi 

He spent more than 50 years in 
Burundi as a missionary, except 
for a few short interruptions in 
Spain and Tanzania. 

He started in Burundi in 1964 
by learning Kirundi at the language 
school in Muyange. He then 
worked in the parishes of Martyazo, 
Rutovu, Giheta, Murore, Gitara-
muka, Gihado, and Bujumbura, 
where he was involved in youth 
apostolate, the press, and a host of 
development projects, some of 
which were very personal. The 
latter attracted a certain amount 
of criticism from his confreres. He 
was so available to people that he 
neglected his relationships with 
the community and ordinary pas-
toral work.  

Bujumbura International Airport.
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He was appointed definitely to 

Spain in 2014, but then he became 
dissatisfied three years later and 
chose to work in Africa. He suc-
ceeded in returning to Burundi. 

Germán was criticized for his 
lack of organization, but he was 
extremely generous with his work. 
He was interested in many things: 
the development of the local clergy, 
adult literacy, building schools, 
housing and places of worship, 
parish press,  but above all, he 
was dedicated to development pro-
jects. The very poor were his pre-
ferred people; they were the centre 
of his life. He easily identified 
them and was very close to them, 
in his parish office and on the 
street. He often said: "If we distance 
ourselves from the poor, we aban-
don the Gospel.  

Challenges in the country 

The Mission in Burundi has al-
ways required a lot of prudence 
and discretion. Despite the clear 
option for Christianity by the popu-
lation, Burundi has enormous dif-
ficulties in overcoming the ethnic 
divisions between Hutu and Tutsi, 
and of these two groups towards 
the Twa, pygmies, considered to 
be an inferior race. These ethnic 
differences, and the cultural, human 
and political polarizations that arise 

from them, make balance in pas-
toral work difficult. 

 The commandment of love and 
the Samaritan commitment to the 
neighbour in need is in danger in 
Burundi because of forgetfulness, 
false interpretations and political 
manipulations. It is difficult to 
emerge unscathed from ethnic and 
partisan struggles.  

Germán was very familiar with 
this reality, evident in daily rela-
tions, but especially in moments 
of crisis. Although Germán was 
not in Burundi in 1972-1973, he 
knew about the killings of those 
years, similar to those in Rwanda 
in 1994, which affected Burundi, 
provoking a 13-year civil war and 
an exodus of hundreds of thousands 
of Hutu refugees to the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Tanzania.  

One of the most challenging 
periods of Germán's missionary 
life was his stay in Benaco (Tan-
zania), one of the largest refugee 
camps in the world, which wel-
comed Hutu refugees from 
Rwanda. Germán was 60 years 
old when his superiors asked him 
to collaborate in this project, which 
required him to know Kiswahili 
and English in addition to the Ki-
rundi he already knew. This was 
very difficult for him, and he had 
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to abandon this humanitarian and 
delicate commitment. It was too 
much for his strength after a year. 

Germán enjoyed writing, and 
he did it well. But writing about 
the problems of a country so di-
vided and polarized as Burundi is 
risky. That was his case because 
his writings were often interpreted 
tendentiously. His long stay in the 
country is proof that he was a 
brother to all, a man of peace and 
reconciliation, a link between ethnic 
groups and people. As he said, he 
witnessed "terrible and unbearable 
scenes", but also admirable stories 
of tenderness and forgiveness be-
tween Hutus and Tutsis. 

For our confrere, the relevance 
of the Mission is deeply rooted in 
the spiritual. This is how he ex-
pressed himself in 2009: "In our 
secularized world, a missionary is 
easily judged by the number of 
development works he accom-
plishes in a distant country. I must 
confess that I thought that devel-
opment works were the most im-
portant thing in my missionary life 
for a long time, but one day, at the 
beginning of November 1993, God 
threw me down from my horse. I 
was with my friend Yayo near the 
Ruviroza Bridge. It was the early 
days of the ethnic war. Suddenly, 
in the murky waters of the river, 

we saw a mutilated corpse being 
carried away by the current. Soon 
after, another mutilated corpse fol-
lowed. The image struck me deeply, 
prompting me to ask a profound 
question: How did we come to 
this? Many lives were cut short 
by hatred, so many schools and 
clinics were destroyed! The answer 
came to me as a conviction: the 
most important thing in the Mission 
is to raise awareness of brother-
hood. Building schools and dis-
pensaries is evangelization only if 
it is born of the fraternity that 
arises from faith in Jesus Christ, 
who unites all Africans and Euro-
peans in the testimony of love. 

Spain 

In 2014, Germán was appointed 
permanently to Spain. It was not 
his wish. The last six years of his 
life were marked by a continual 
back and forth between Spain and 
Burundi. During his stay in Madrid, 
he worked in the parishes and col-
lected money for his activities in 
Burundi. He was well known in 
several Vicariates of Madrid. He 
saw his Mission as one of building 
solidarity between the churches of 
Burundi and Spain.  

He died in Madrid. He already 
had his return ticket to Burundi, 
but his plans were aborted by 
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Covid-19. The Sector Delegate, 
Father Jesús Zubiría, announced 
his unexpected death: “Our confrere 
Germán Arconada was hospitalized 
in the "Ramón y Cajal" on Sep-
tember 20. A few days later, we 
were informed that he no longer 
responded to medication; his future, 
therefore, was not only uncertain 
but worrisome. We were informed 
that Germán had died at 10:30 pm 
on October 18. The following day 
we all prayed for him during Mass 

in the community of La Liebre 
(Madrid). The funeral took place 
in the Tanatorio of the M-30, with 
only 30 people present. With sad-
ness for his death, in a painful ex-
perience of loneliness, we put our 
hope in the fullness of Life of the 
Risen One".   

 

Agustín Arteche Gorostegui
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J
aak was born in Limburg 
on September 29th 1927 
the son of Elizabeth and 

Victor.  His father had met his 
mother during the First World War 
when he was stationed in England 
and they came to make their home 
in Limburg.  Together they raised 
three boys.  His father was a cigar 
maker which may account for 
Jaak’s lifelong love of the pipe! In 
school with the Salesians of Don 
Bosco he showed himself to be a 
reliable and trustworthy student 
and a keen sportsman.  Throughout 
his life he maintained a keen interest 
in football, following especially 
the fortunes of Rochdale and Man-
chester United! 

Jaak completed his Spiritual 
Year at Varsenare in 1947, took 

his missionary oath in 1951 at 
‘sHeerenberg and was ordained 
priest at Monteviot, Scotland, in 
1952. His first appointment was 
to follow his obligatory military 
service, which he did by completing   
six months of courses at the Uni-
versity of Louvain.  Once this was 
over in 1953, Jaak was free to 
take up his first missionary ap-
pointment as a curate at Butiti par-
ish in Uganda.  It was here in 
Uganda that Jaak began to write 
his name in the English form, Jack. 
In that same year his father died 
and his mother and brothers moved 
from Belgium to settle in Rochdale, 
England, where she came from.  
From that time Jack was de facto 
a member of the British Province, 
although his official transfer would 

Jack Thora 
1927 - 2021

Born in:
Bree, Belgium 

le 29/09/1927

Sp. Year:
Varsenare, Belgium 

22/09/1947

Oath:
‘s-Heerenberg, Netherlands 

26/07/1951

Priesthood:
Monteviot, Scotland, 

31/05/1952 

Died at:
Glasgow, Scotland 

13/05/2021 
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be a long time coming.  In fact, it 
did not take place until 1975. 

This first appointment lasted 
just three years and Jack was sent 
to England in September 1956 to 
follow courses in Education and 
become familiar with the English 
educational system which was then, 
of course, de rigeur, in Uganda.  
Returning to Uganda in 1958 he 
was appointed Principal of the 
teacher Training College in Ibanda 
(Diocese of Mbarara) where he 
was to remain for the next thirteen 
years.  In his file there is no record 
of those years but one can safely 
assume that he approached his re-
sponsibilities with the fairness, 
calm, and dedication which he 
showed in all the other responsi-
bilities which he undertook 
throughout his life. From teaching 
in Ibanda  Jack was appointed 
Diocescan Bursar in the diocese 
of Nyamitanga from 1972 to 1975.  
It was in 1975 that Jack officially 
requested a transfer from the Bel-
gian Province to the British Prov-
ince. With a sense of humour, he 
addressed his letter to Alan Thomp-
son (Provincial) with the heading: 
“Application for a vacancy!” ex-
plaining that with his family in 
Rochdale it made sense for him to 
be transferred to the British Prov-
ince.  In reply to the British Prov-

incial the Belgian Provincial wrote: 
“We understand well the desire of 
Jack to be moved to the list of the 
British Province.  I have known 
Jack in Mbarara where we lived 
in the same community and he is 
an excellent missionary and is very 
helpful to the bishop, as a close 
associate and expert councillor; 
we hate to see him go!” 



OBITUARIES

112

In 1976 Jack was elected Re-
gional of Uganda and was to hold 
this post for two consecutive terms 
until 1982.  These were troubled 
times in Uganda with problems 
obtaining visas and work permits, 
confreres expelled and, in particular, 
the death of two Canadian con-
freres, caught in cross fire, at En-
tebbe airport in 1971. Throughout 
all this Jack was a calm, supportive 
and prayerful support to all the 
confreres. Always looking on the 
positive side, Jack wrote to the 
Belgian Provincial in May 1977: 
“Things are beginning to look up 
a little. Last week we obtained ex-
tensions of work permits for 
twenty-two confreres and some 
previous refusals may be revised.  
Most of the confreres are taking it 
well but it does remain a strain” 
and with a note of humour added:” 
so you may not receive as many 
reinforcements in the Province as 
we thought, Ruhanga ayebare!” 
After these years in charge Jack 
was looking forward to returning 
to parish ministry but was called 
to Rome to take on the role of 
Treasurer General.  No doubt this 
appointment was on the recom-
mendation of the then Superior 
General, Robert (Bob) Gay, who 
had known and worked with Jack 
when he himself was Regional in 
Uganda. 

In Rome Jack went about his 
work quietly and with his usual 
calm, unflustered manner.  He at-
tended meetings of the General 
Council only when financial matters 
were to be discussed.  Called in to 
one meeting to address the Coun-
cil’s concerns about the loss the 
Society had suffered in the stock 
market crisis he simply advised 
them to be patient to wait and that 
the market would recover.  And it 
did.  As a member of the General 
Team he was remembered as a 
pleasant and easy-going confrère.  
To relax he enjoyed playing tennis 
which, like football, was a sport 
he enjoyed playing or watching 
all his life. On completion of his 
six-year term, Jack returned to 
Uganda where he was appointed 
to the diocese of Hoima and then 
Ibanda. It was there, in April 1991, 
that along with his confreres he 
was the victim of a violent robbery, 
which cost Fr Alexander You his 
life. In 1997 his financial acumen 
was again called upon and he ac-
cepted an appointment as Assistant 
Provincial Treasurer in London. 

In London Jack first assumed 
the role of Assistant Treasurer be-
fore moving smoothly to the role 
of Treasurer and back to Assistant 
in the space of six years.  At week-
ends he volunteered to help with 
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missionary appeals in the parishes 
assigned to the Society for raising 
funds.  In this way he travelled 
the length and breadth of the 
country and raised untold amounts 
for the missionary ventures of the 
Society. When his journeys took 
him into the vicinity of Rochdale 
he never failed to call in and visit 
his family there becoming very 
close to his niece and her family. 
To relax Jack took charge of the 
garden at Provincial house and 
could often be seen methodically 
mowing the grass with occasional 
stops for a smoke of his pipe.  
When Jack was appointed to the 
Sutton Coldfield community in 
2009 he continued visiting parishes 
at weekends to make missionary 
appeals and this became his main 
apostolate.  In addition, he was al-
ways available to help the priests 
of the diocese when called upon.  
During this time his eyesight began 
to deteriorate badly and when he 
could no longer drive, he requested 

a transfer to the Rutherglen com-
munity in Scotland.  He was to 
spend the next seven years there 
in quiet retirement accepting with 
equanimity his ever-decreasing 
ability to see.  In his room he had 
three pre tuned radios, one tuned 
to the news, one to classical music 
and one to the sports channel, of 
course!  In this way he was content. 
One morning in May after the 
community Eucharist he took his 
usual short walk along the veranda 
outside his room and it was there 
that a confrere found him collapsed 
and unconscious.  He died peace-
fully in hospital a few days later 
on May 13th 2021.  

In the words of Jesus to Na-
thaniel it could be said of Jack; 
“here is a man in whom there is 
no guile” and like, Nathaniel, Jack 
professed, throughout his life, in 
word and deed the reply of Na-
thaniel: “You are truly the Son of 
God, the King of Israel.”  May he 
rest in peace.  

N.B. 

Written by a confrere who prefers  

not to have his name published.
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Richard Archambault was 
born in West Warwick, Rhode Is-
land, USA on August 21, 1940. He 
was the son of Alfonse Archambault 
and Jessie (Richard) Archam-
bault. He had a sister and a brother. 
Richard graduated from Providence 
Seminary High School and Provi-
dence College. 

He entered the novitiate in 
Franklin, Pa in 1961 and began the-
ology in Totteridge. He decided 
to leave formation, however, and 
in 1964 he returned to the United 
States. There he became a teacher, 
teaching primary school in Rhode 
Island and then in Fort Worth, 
Texas, first at St Paul Middle 
School and then at Nolan High 

School. His missionary 
vocation was reconfirmed in those 
years and in 1970 he resumed the-
ology this time at Eastview.  

There most of his 
classmates were younger men who 
respected him for his life experience 
and liked him very much. He had 
an approachable and engaging style 
in community. His seriousness of 
purpose was strong. Already profi-
cient in French, he kept working 
to improve systematically learning 
a new French word each day and 
striving to use it several times 
throughout that day. System and 
full commitment marked his under-
takings. On the other hand, Richard 
was very sociable, needed people 

Richard Archambault 
1940 - 2021

Born in:
West Warwick 

le 21/08/1940

Sp. Year:
Franklin, USA 

le 30/08/1961 

Oath:
ville Eastview, Canada 

le 06/05/1972

Priesthood:
West Warwick, USA 

le 30/06/1973

Died at:
St. Petersburgle, USA 

14 /10/ 2021
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and laughter, and had already de-
veloped a knack for telling jokes. 

After being ordained in 1973 
in Providence, Rhode Island, 
the young priest, known as Dick 
or Archie, boarded a cargo ship 
for Ghana that same year. This as-
signment was a natural choice. His 
uncle, Fr. Alfred Richard M.Afr., 
had served almost from the begin-
ning of the WF presence in north-
ern Ghana and later became the 
first provincial superior of the new 
American Province. 

As one friend and confrere re-
marked, “When you think of Father 
Archambault, you think of hospi-
tality, someone with a big smile, 
open hands and welcoming de-
meanor. The first thing you heard 

after his greeting was: ‘Can I get 
you something? What would you 
like to drink?’ He was influenced by 
his experience of African hospitality 
learned during his years in Ghana.” 

It was a gift that served him 
well in his ministry. He never lost 
that thoughtfulness and spirit of 
welcoming. It is amazing that even 
as he battled his last illness, he kept 
a supply of chocolates or drinks 
for confreres visiting him at Maria 
Manor. 

In Ghana, Father Archie would 
have a rich and varied ministry. 
Whatever service he undertook 
was done thoroughly with great 
seriousness of purpose. He served 
time as chaplain at Bawku and 
Bolgatanga hospitals and at a 

Bolgatanga-Bawku road.
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prison. He also served as parish 
priest. He showed concern for the 
young, serving as chaplain at a 
secondary school and helping with 
youth ministry. He accompanied 
many people as a spiritual direc-
tor. One confrere from those years 
who heard of his passing in August 
wrote to his Florida 
community and recalled: “He was 
appreciated as the Vicar General 
here and was the founder of the 
Spiritual Renewal Center in 
Kongo, (showing) concern for the 
spiritual welfare of all. He left this 
diocese a great legacy.” 

True to the spirit of the Mission-
aries of Africa, Father Archie in-
volved himself in Muslim-Christian 
dialogue encounters and a Jew-
ish-Christian group. Such en-
counters fostered collaboration in 
some endeavors and promoted 
better understanding of each re-
ligion’s approach to holiness and 
worship.  

It is no surprise that 
“Archie” was called upon in efforts 
to spark missionary engagement 
and the formation of candidates in 
both the U.S. and Canada. During 
the eighties, Richard formed part 
of several vocational and formation 
teams in the United States and Ca-
nada. Most of those who responded 
became lay associates. Although 

the numbers were small, the quality 
was high. Wherever he walked 
with someone as a spiritual guide, 
Richard respected that person’s 
unique journey as guided by the 
Spirit and listened intently and let 
the person take the lead. 

In 2010, he was in Rome fol-
lowing the session for older 
missionaries. Around this time, he 
was diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
disease. He was still able to accept 
an appointment as superior 
of the retirement community in 
Florida. To this new assignment 
he brought his usual diligence. He 
kept seeking to grow spiritually and 
pastorally himself. In community 
he enlivened conversation at table 
and at the weekly ‘Happy Hour’ 
which he insisted on calling “Free 
Time.” He would join in the ex-
change of stories, the teasing, and 
even the topic of politics without 
becoming judgmental or strident. 
He loved board games in which 
he was surprisingly competitive. 
In one community he used to visit 
a friend some evenings for a round 
of Scrabble and when he returned 
you could read as his smile or 
frown to know whether he had 
won the game! He did not lose his 
love of humor shamelessly pro-
posing jokes especially fanciful 
names of Saints. These, he had in 
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seemingly inexhaustible supply. 
“Who is the patron of plastic sur-
geons?” “St Bonny Face.” He 
seemed able to create these jokes 
himself. Always joyful, never 
mean-spirited or judgmental. With 
the Internet he and a confrere in 
Ghana would challenge each other 
back and forth by frequent emails to 
come up with a joke. 

Archie loved being with others 
and multiplied contacts and deep-
ened his friendships. He received 
and gave energy by joining in 
groups of seekers on the outside. He 
loved to celebrate Mass at Pinellas 
Hope (an emergency shelter for 
homeless man and women under 
the diocesan Catholic Charities). 
He was a faithful participant in 
area Centering Payer meetings and, 
as time went on, in Parkinson’s 
support groups. He assisted at vari-
ous parishes in St Petersburg dio-

cese. He forged strong relationships 
with the local clergy and had a 
tradition of weekly sessions with 
brother priests for fellowship, 
games, prayer, and laughter. 

As his Parkinson’s 
worsened and the treatments grew 
too difficult to maintain at 
home, Father Archie moved to 
Maria Manor and Bon Secours 
Place. He was unusually gracious 
with everyone. He ministered as 
best he could, a pastoral man to 
the end. To all the staff who cared 
for him on his journey home to 
the Lord, he showed himself grate-
ful and appreciative. 

He died at Bon Secours Place, 
St Petersburg, Florida on August 14, 
2021 after a long period of strug-
gling with the complications caused 
by his Parkinson’s.  

 

Barthélémy Bazemo 
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Born in:
Hamilton, GB 

 le 08/12/1938

Sp. Year:
Dorking, GB 

le 07/09/1959

Oath:
Totteridge, GB 

 le 26/06/1963

Priesthood:
Totteridge, GB 

 le 30/06/1964 

Died at:
Glasgow, GB 

le 4/10/2021

G
eorge was born into a 
family with a strong 
Irish/Scottish catholic 

tradition. There were six boys 
(John, Patrick, Archie, Joe, Denis 
and George) and two girls (Ann 
and Margaret). It is not surprising 
that one of them had a vocation to 
the priestly/missionary life. But 
George never took his vocation 
for granted. His contact with and 
attachment to his family and friends 
kept him well grounded. Later on 
in life, as a Vocation Director, this 
rootedness would stand him in 
good stead as he helped many 
others to find and follow their 
vocation in life. 

He was baptised in St Cuthbert’s, 

Burnbank, in Hamilton, the same 
church from which he was later to 
be buried.  After his early schooling 
at St Cuthbert’s and Our Lady’s 
High, George joined the junior 
seminary of the Missionaries of 
Africa. He was already known as 
‘big George’, as much for his big 
heart as for his physical presence.  
Football played a large role in our 
activities and George maintained 
a dominant presence on the field 
as a central holding midfielder in 
today’s idiom. He was also a gifted 
student, academically. In commu-
nity and in social relationships he 
was a pleasant and powerful pres-
ence. In spite of a slight stutter in 
his speech he was a great com-
municator.  

George Smith 
1938 - 2021
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After his ordination on 30th 

June 1964, George was appointed 
for further studies in Dublin with 
a view to teaching in our seminary 
system. After gaining his qualifi-
cations he was asked to go to 
Ratho, our house in Edinburgh, to 
teach and guide the students. But 
the junior seminary system, in 
whatever form, was coming to its 
end. George was not alone in ques-
tioning the nature of the clerical 
vocation! 

By 1970 George was very happy 
to receive an appointment to Tan-
zania in East Africa. He followed 
the course in language and initiation 
at Kipalapala and was appointed 
to Mbeya Diocese. He immersed 
himself in the pastoral work with 
all its spiritual and social outreach. 
Among his many achievements, 
George was particularly delighted 
with guiding the local ‘Kyela 
Tigers’ football team to winning 
the regional championship! But 
the question of vocation continued 
to play upon George’s mind. He 
returned to the U.K. Unfortunately, 
he had to be admitted to University 
College Hospital, London for five 
weeks towards the end of 1974. 
George recovered well but wanted 
time away from the Society to re-
think his vocation 

Providentially, the opportunity 

for George to work in Canada, in 
the diocese of Regina, presented 
itself. There, George worked 
happily and effectively until the 
end of 1978. He, then, returned to 
the U.K. and, after an operation 
on his gallstones, was able to go 
to Jerusalem for the Biblical Session 
and Retreat around Easter 1979. 
He was refreshed and excited by 
his new appointment to return to 
Tanzania and be involved in the 
team for teaching Religious Edu-
cation in secondary schools in Dar 
es-Salaam. 

Dar es-Salaam, Tanzanie
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The task of religious education 
in Dar was a really challenging 
one. George was up for the chal-
lenge. Together with other confreres 
he organised and taught an ever-
growing population of students. 
The base for their activities was a 
large flat in Mindu Street which 
belonged to the Archdiocese. This 
commitment to religious education 
was much appreciated by the stu-
dents themselves. Cardinal Ru-
gambwa was very appreciative 
also. He asked George to chair se-
veral committees not only regarding 
secondary school education but 
adult education in general in the 
archdiocese.  

After his home leave in 1985, 
George was asked to work in Man-
zese Parish for a while before 
taking over the role of Vocation 
Counsellor.  He returned to Mindu 
Street which was made into a home 
for potential candidates who could 
stay there for a few months while 
discerning their vocation. The main 
office for the Counsellor remained 
in Atiman House. ‘All work and 
no play makes Jack……’ and 
George, while working tremen-
dously hard at vocation counselling, 
would not become …’a dull boy’. 
He had already dabbled in golf at 
the Gymkhana Club, which was 
conveniently close at hand, and 
continued to enhance his reputation 
as a golfer. It was a good mix and 
George was well known! George 
went on home leave and celebrated 
his Silver Jubilee on 30th June 
1989 and then returned to Dar. 

The Missionaries of Africa had 
decided to expand to the Philip-
pines. Out of the blue, George was 
asked to go to there to test the 
waters. There was a promising 
Campus Ministry in place which 
the Society hoped would provide 
an abundance of vocations. There 
were also a few golf courses!  An 
irresistible offer.  So, from 1990 
until 1996, George and the other 
pioneering confreres based them-

Cebu, Philippines
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selves in Cebu at the behest of the 
Church authorities and tried to im-
part an African flavour to the Cath-
olic culture of the Philippines and 
attract missionary vocations. This 
work continues down to our own 
day.   

After six years in the Philippines, 
George enjoyed a sabbatical, in-
cluding the Faith and Mission 
Session at Dalgan Park and a com-
puter course in Preston. Armed 
with these and fortified by his con-
tacts with family and friends, 
George took up a new appointment 
to our Formation Centre in Arusha. 
The next few years were mapped 
out for George when, while on 
home leave, he was diagnosed with 
a life-threatening cancer in the 
stomach, when ‘the best-laid plans 
of mice and men go awry.’ 

However, George made a good 
recovery and, after a period of 

convalescence, was itching to get 
back to Africa. He was appointed 
to O.L. Queen of Peace in South 
‘B’ Nairobi. Hardly had he had 
time to settle in when, tragically, 
the church was burned down on 
the 1st December 2000. George’s 
personal account of what happened 
is written down elsewhere. Ap-
parently, there had been misunder-
standings between Muslims who 
prayed at the local mosque and 
stallholders surrounding the 
mosque. Accusations and counter 
accusations took place and revenge 
attacks were launched. The church 
had not been involved but suffered 
reprisals and was burned to the 
ground. The following few years 
saw a successful attempt, led by 
George, to rebuild a beautiful new 
church in South ‘B’. By 2004, ex-
hausted by the fund raising and 
rebuilding as well as the running 
of the parish, George was able to 

Nairobi, Kenya
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recuperate a little with the help of 
the over sixties session in Rome. 
Then he was appointed back to 
his home Province. 

From 2004 until 2007 George 
was asked to take charge of Wood-
ville gardens with a mandate for 
welcoming visitors. This he did 
with his usual dedication until the 
urge for more pastoral work in a 
parish setting led him to an ap-
pointment in Peebles in the Arch-
diocese of Edinburgh for a period 
of three years. Once again, George 
was greatly appreciated by the 
people and by the Cardinal for his 
pastoral work.  Having concluded 
that three-year agreement in 2010 
George was asked to take over as 
Superior of our house in Ru-
therglen. The following year he 
took the opportunity of following 
another session for the elderly in 
Rome. Rather than return to Ru-
therglen he was able to arrange an 
appointment to do parish work in 
Dunfermline where several of his 
family members were parishioners. 
Unfortunately, George’s health 
began to deteriorate. He even ex-
perienced a couple of minor dizzy 

spells whilst at the altar. He had 
overcome a number of health crises 
in his life, but these latest dizzy 
spells and forgetfulness were early 
signs, with hindsight, of dementia.  

The powers that be thought it 
prudent for George to take up resi-
dence in our retirement home in 
Little Ealing Lane. The bigger 
community there meant that 
George’s increasing little idiosyn-
crasies were more manageable. He 
remained obediently and happily 
in Ealing, even if his heart went 
back from time to time to his native 
Scotland. Alas, George’s condition 
continued to worsen and by 2019 
he needed full time nursing care. 
We were blessed to find a welcome 
for him in Nazareth House Nursing 
Home in Glasgow. George was 
well looked after but the Covid 19 
restrictions meant he could have 
little contact with his family and 
the outside world. And so it was 
that he returned to His Creator on 
04/10/2021 being buried from the 
Church, St Cuthbert’s Burnbank, 
where he had been baptised and 
celebrated his first Mass. R.I.P.

N.B. 

Written by a confrere who prefers  

not to have his name published.
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R
oger Albert Labonte, was 
born in Putnam Connec-
ticut, USA on March 1, 

1935. His parents were Joseph Al-
bert and Anna (Benoit) Labonte. 
He was one of 5 siblings, three 
girls and two boys. When Roger 
was two months old, he moved to 
the family farm in Newmarket, 
New Hampshire. When old enough, 
Roger had to milk the cows before 
heading to school on cold winter 
mornings. He graduated from New-
market High School before attend-
ing Sainte Therese Seminary, North 
of Montreal, Canada. Responding 
to the encyclical Fidei Donum, he 
entered the Missionary of Africa 

philosophy house in Franklin, Penn-
sylvania, moving to Alexandria 
Bay, New York and the novitiate 
in 1957.  

He attended the scholasticate 
at Carthage, Tunisia. He was or-
dained in his home town on June 
30, 1962. Carthage was supposed 
to be “oriented” toward ministry 
to Islam. In fact, Roger did pursue 
that apostolate later in Uganda. 

Father Labonte studied educa-
tion at University College, Dublin 
and catechetics at Lumen Vitae, 
Brussels. He then taught at Kitabi 
seminary, Uganda from 1964 to 
1969. He was then appointed to 

Roger Labonte 
1935 - 2021

Born in:
Putnam, USA 

 le 01/03/1935

Sp. Year:
Alexandria Bay, USA 

le 01/09/1957

Oath:
Carthage, Tunisia 

27/06/1961

Priesthood:
Newmarket, USA  

le 30/06/1962

Died at:
St. Petersburg, USA  

le 11/08/2021
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the American spiritual year team. 

It was at that assignment while 
serving in Washington that Roger 
encountered the charismatic re-
newal then taking root in the Ameri-
can church. It proved an energizing 
and enduring influence. Returning 
to Uganda he continued to teach, 
this time in Kabale Seminary from 
1973 to 1978. Preaching retreats 
during school holidays he dis-
covered the pastoral power of char-
ismatic groups.  Many years later 
when he was leaving Uganda for 
the last time a newspaper article 
hailed him as the founder of the 
charismatic renewal in Uganda.  

“When I arrived in Uganda, in 
1973, he confided to a journalist, 
I was sure that what I had experi-
enced in the US and in the UK 
had to be shared with Ugandans. I 
was always on the lookout for 
ways to spread the good news of 
the Spirit of our risen Lord.” 
“I was drawn more to the interior 
and silent action of the Spirit inner 
healing, forgiveness and meditative 
prayer- than to the shouting ‘alle-
luia’ and waving of hands. But 
some of the people I prayed for 
had become aware of the charis-
matic gifts and began looking for 
them. In an African context, this 
created a lot of fear about “spirits” 
and witchcraft. One bishop was 

so fearful that he prevented me 
from promoting the renewal. (After 
further research the bishop, apolo-
getic, reversed his decision.)  

After two years in America in-
cluding time at CTU in Chicago, 
he returned to Kisubi, Uganda as 
a full-time retreat director. This 
was to be his ministry for the next 
35 years as a retreat director and 
spiritual guide. He never hesitated 
to converse about Jesus, Mary, and 
the Saints and was not shy in ex-
pressing fraternal charity in letters 
addressing correspondents as “be-
loved in the Lord” and “carissimi.” 
To some, Roger’s seemingly quaint 
language could seem a little stilted 
or out of date. His enthusiasm and 
lack of skepticism for some of the 
mystics and the charismatics also 
seemed a bit over the top.  

Nevertheless, in Father Roger 
very many people felt a special 
presence, a profound seriousness 
and depth. People responded en-
thusiastically precisely because of 
his unashamed, living faith. They 
might have described him, as in 
the letter to the Hebrews: “one 
who saw the invisible.” It would 
even happen on the streets of Kam-
pala that people would stop him 
to ask for the blessing of the holy 
man. The blessing would come, 
full of trust in God and attuned to 
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the needs of each person in their 
own circumstances of life. 

He prayed a lot but he also 
studied. His library contained 
learned books on the Bible, the 
lives of his favorite saints, and the 
writings of mystics and also modern 
authors like Nouwen or Rohr. He 
loved to celebrate Marian feasts 
and delighted in St Therese and 
her total trust and realism, the little 
way.  Even as a novice he was de-
voted to the indwelling of the Trin-
ity as taught by Elizabeth of the 
Trinity. Indeed, He searched in 
different ways always in pursuit 
of the biggest desire of his heart, 

union with God. Roger’s interests 
and his quest might qualify him 
as a bit of mystic himself. 

Once a young confrere newly 
arrived in Uganda was struggling 
in a disappointing community. 
Visiting Lourdel house, he asked 
to talk to Father Roger. “I had no 
one”, he recalled of the crisis. 
Roger’s generosity with his time 
and the spiritual guidance he offered 
proved decisive both in the personal 
struggle and in the community si-
tuation. When accompanying some-
one, Roger let them talk as he lis-
tened attentively. He was then able 
to move through what the person 

Roger spent 1992 at Pisai and founded a Muslim/Christian group in Kampala.
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had told him and offer comments 
on each point in turn. His manner 
was respectful and gentle but his 
advice had power. Always he re-
ferred the person to the Lord. “Pray 
and let Jesus take over.” 

Outside Uganda, he did short 
stints in vocational promotion in 
formation teams in Chicago and 
Ottawa in the late eighties. He was 
repeatedly called upon to help with 
retreats in Jerusalem. 

Another ministry was central 
to his life. That was Islam and 
Muslim/Christian dialogue. He 
spent 1992 at Pisai and founded a 
Muslim/Christian group in Kam-
pala that published its own bulletin. 
He would say: “The Muslims are 
best characterized by faith, the 
Jews by hope and we Christians 
by love. We all have Abraham as 
our spiritual father.” 

Leaving Uganda, Roger spent 
a short time in Washington but in 
2017 he moved to the retirement 
house of St Petersburg. His arrival 
in the new community and the cli-
mate of Florida rejuvenated him 
at first. By 2020, however, he was 
beginning to suffer from cancer. 
Although Roger claimed not to be 
in pain, it was clear that the cancer 
was growing. He came to realize 
that he was soon to go home.  

Writing in those final weeks to 
a confrere, he confided. “There is 
no pain and it continues to be 
gentle until my bridegroom comes 
and takes me home; that depends 
on when I have completed the 
mission he has in mind for me. 
Thanks to my computer, I am still 
accompanying people who still 
ask.”  

Despite feeling great anguish 
over the political problems in the 
United States, Roger offered his 
life in reparation and prepared for 
the final call. He saw that as fol-
lowers of Jesus we never give up 
hope or prayer. “Keep praying,” 
he would say. “Pray even when 
you don’t feel like praying. Pray 
and let Jesus take over”. 

Roger had a deep desire for 
union with God and an Ignatian 
sense of life’s principle and foun-
dation. He stayed true to that desire 
as few do. Very near the end, 
saying goodbye to a former no-
vitiate classmate, he recalled with 
a bit of solemnity and a bit of 
humor the words of their novice 
master: “Dominus est”, “It is the 
Lord”!  

 

Barthélémy Bazemo 
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Sister Fernande Roy (Sr. Rodolphe Marie). She died in Montreal, 
Canada, on the 24th of January 2022, at the age of 93, of which 70 
years of religious missionary life in Malawi, Zambia, Italy and Canada. 

Sister Elisabeth Krämer (Sr. Albertina). She died in Cologne, Ger-
many, on the 25th of January 2022 at the age of 96 years, of which 69 
years of religious missionary life in Uganda, Yemen and Germany. 

Sister Antonia Düren (Sr; Tamara). She died in Trier, Belgium, on 
the 7th of February 2022 at the age of 89 years, of which 57 of 
religious missionary life in Algeria, Mauritania and Germany. 

Father Armand Garneau of the Diocese of Quebec, Canada, who 
died in Sherbrooke, Canada, on the 16th of January 2022, at the age of 
92 years, which 66 years of missionary life in Italy, Burkina Faso and 
Canada. 

Father Victor Grégoire of the Diocese of Valleyfield, Canada, who 
died in Sherbrooke, Canada, the 30th of January 2022, at the age of 91 
years, of which 67 years of missionary life in Italy, Great Britain, 
Canada, Ghana and Canada. 

Father Guy Philippot of the Diocese of Reims, France, who died 
in Bry-sur-Marne, France, on the 02th February 2022, at the age of 98 
years, of which 73 years were spent as a missionary in Burkina Faso, 
Rwanda, and France. 

Father Fernando Balduz Fernández of the Diocese of Pamplona, 
Spain, who died in Pamplona, Spain, on the 12th February 2022, at the 
age of 87 years, of which 64 years were spent as a missionary in Mali, 
Senegal, and Spain. 
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