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We are dynamic, missionaries centred on 
Christ, ready and available to proclaim 
God's love where we are present. The great 
challenge is to remain focused on this Love 
that unites us. We also have the challenge of 
witnessing to this Love that makes us live.  

In the midst of our Society, we are wit-
nesses of the fact that it is possible to live a 
free and unselfish love in the same way as 
Jesus Christ. Witness is the best way to ex-
press the ultimate meaning of our existence. 
Values such as faith, hope and charity cannot 
be demonstrated in a theoretical way; they 
are rooted in everyday life, or they are not!  

A fundamental element, a characteristic 
of missionary life, is to live the command-
ment of love, with expressions of compas-
sion for all forms of human injustice and 
pain, which unfortunately persist in our so-
ciety. To know Jesus is the greatest gift we 
can receive; to have met him is the best 
thing that ever happened to us; to make him 
known through our words and actions is our 
source of joy. 
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«The bigger risk does not come from specific ob-

jects, material realities or institutions, but from the 

way that they are used. »



The Province of Central Africa (PAC) was born of the desire of the 

neighbouring provinces of the Great Lakes to work in synergy and 

solve common problems together. This paved the way for a restructuring 

that extended to all the provinces of the Society. We find an echo of this 

desire to unite in larger entities in the editorial written by Father 

François Richard, the then Superior General, thus in the Petit Echo No. 

945 (2003/9) on the theme of adopting a global vision that encompasses 

the whole of Africa we have an echo of this desire to unite in larger 

entities: "More and more, neighbouring provinces are consulting one 

other and working together. Certain entities have come to the realization 

that they were too small to be able to step back and adequately take 

stock of their situation. They would run the risk of closing themselves 

in on a too restrictive, outdated perspective, and subsequently lose all 

apostolic creativity. They, therefore, decided to join together in larger 

entities”.  

The apostolic activity of the missionaries of Africa, which began in 

Tanzania, as we saw in the previous issue, has developed like a spider's 

web in the entire Great Lakes region. It led to the creation of the 

regions of Burundi, Rwanda, Ituri and South East Congo. The ultimate 

sacrifice of Father Deniaud and his companions, who hastily crossed 

the lake after their arrival in Ujiji 

to establish a mission in Burundi, 

was not in vain. They arrived on 

May 4, 1881, at Rumonge, not far 

from Bujumbura, and were killed 

in a conflict between them and the 

Bikari chief who had welcomed 

them warmly. The blood they shed 

was a seed of both the faith and 

the Church, the fruit of which is 
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PAC: a prophetic option
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this dynamic Church of the Great 

Lakes. 

Following the transition from 

region to provinces, the French-

speaking provinces of the Great 

Lakes were united on July 1, 2003, 

into one. Such a regrouping was 

the fruit of several years of reflec-

tion and consultation which made 

the PAC the first province to be 

born of such restructuring. At the 

time, it was a prophetic decision 

because, in addition to responding 

to the decline in our numbers, it 

was also a prophetic decision and 

message for a more fruitful apos-

tolate. Amid great tensions between 

the countries of the Great Lakes 

because of the conflicts born of 

their interdependent developments, 

the missionaries of Africa who 

founded most of the local Churches 

in the region were sending, through this gesture, a message of hope and 

reconciliation. The desire to get along and live together triumphs over 

the temptation of disunity and hate.  

For a more fruitful missionary activity 

The desired restructuring aimed to make missionary activity more 

fruitful, but it also has another side just like any coin. These include the 

spreading out of our communities, a feeling of isolation due to long 

distances and being far away from the provincial. The province was 

divided into sectors as a response to this problem. If Rwanda and 

Burundi were maintained as sectors, the number of sectors in the 

Congo were multiplied to favour proximity and promote an esprit de 

corps Thus, in addition to the sectors of Rwanda and Burundi, we have 

Deniaud Toussaint
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the sectors of Bukavu, Goma, Kinshasa, Lubumbashi, Ituri and Maniema.  

The region of the Great Lakes is one of the most fertile regions of 

Africa and has immense natural wealth. Unfortunately, the many wars 

it has experienced and the violence still present in certain sectors have 

inflicted tremendous suffering on the populations who experience a 

high degree of poverty.  

What apostolic presence, what solidarity do we offer these populations? 

From the beginning of the Society, we have always been drawn to the 

peripheries where women and men live in critical situations, to journey 

with them towards the Kingdom. Making such a choice gives a nomadic 

character to our insertions so as to be there where the fate of our fellow 

human beings is at stake. How do our confreres live this reality of 

being nomads of the Gospel? The articles in the following pages give 

an echo of this. They do not provide a complete account of their mode 

of presence in PAC, but they give us a taste of some of their realities.  

In this issue of the Petit Echo, we embark on a journey to discover 

the heirs of the pioneers of evangelization in the sectors of the Province 

of Central Africa. Enjoy the multiple aspects of a shared mission that 

goes from the encounter of unusual realities, such as the case of the tra-

ditional man often paralyzed by the phenomenon of Masisi, to the dis-

covery of the new missionary jewel 

in the land of a thousand hills.  

In Rwanda, where our presence 

is currently reduced to two com-

munities, Simplice Traoré shares 

the sector's flagship project to re-

vitalize our missionary presence 

in the country. With the construction 

of the new missionary centre, the 

message is clear: the mission has 

not ended, and the confreres of 

the sector intend to play their part 

in it.  Rumonge, Burundi / 2010
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Pierre Petitfour presents Bukavu, the capital of the province of 

South Kivu and seat of the Provincial House. The province is not 

unlike this capital city: full of life.  

We have two articles from Goma: Evans Chama tells us about the 

family ministry that the bishop chose as a path of synodality in the 

diocese. Jean-Noël Baraka reminds us of the need for close collaboration 

with the laity. The sector of Goma is working to promote the participation 

of the laity in the mission according to our charism. Three groups have 

been formed: FAMA, FAMAG and AMA. It is a big step forward; 

however, it is still on the way towards a single charismatic family in the 

image of our pilgrim Mother Church, constantly on the move.   

Didier Sawadogo 

Central African Province
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Official Communication 
After consultation, dialogue and with the consent of his Council, 

Father Stanley LUBUNGO, Superior General, 

has appointed  

 

Father Jaya B. MRUTYUN Superior Delegate of the Section 

of Asia for a first mandate starting on 1st July 2022.  

 

Father Gazena Demissie HAILE Superior Delegate  

of the Section of Ethiopia Near East for a first mandate  

starting on 1st July 2022.  
 

Rome, 19th Mars 2022, 
Fr. André-L. Simonart, 

Secretary General. 

Official Communication 
At his request and with the consent of his Superior General and 

the Vatican authorities, Brother Reginald Cruz, a Xaverian Brother 

from the Philippines and an American citizen, has been admitted by 

the Superior General and his Council to the Society of Missionaries 

of Africa for a period of probation in order to become a member of 

the Society. He is appointed to the Province of East Africa 
 

Rome, 25 mars 2022.  
André-L. Simonart 
Secrétaire Général  
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Name Surame Country Province

1 Upite Massart Daniel RDC

EAP

2 Yah Arsène, Ezéchiel RCI

3 Niyibigira Audace Burundi

4 Zongo Saturnin Burkina

5 Mbonigena Egide Rwanda

6 Banda Emmanuel Junior Zambia

GhN

7 Kiboba wa kyabwe Félix Arsène Axel RDC

8 Lalsaga Aimé Bienvenu Burkina

9 Nyirenda Mario Emmanuel Malawi

10 Sanogo Paul Mali

11 Some Lucien Burkina
MGH

12 Ouedraogo Simon Burkina

13 Kinda Isac Burkina

PAC14 Somda Arsène Burkina

15 Bwire James Ian Kenya

16 Deo-Angyi Bernard Ghana

PAO

17 Gonsum Rotshak Augustine Nigeria

18 Naamara Aloysius Uganda

19 Joaquim Belito Jose Mozamb

20 Busagara Landry Burundi

21 Yamba Jonas Burkina PEP

22 Uyirwoth Thierry Jawiyambe RDC

SAP
23 Kouakou Kouakou Benoît RCI

24 Chishugi Jean-Marie Vianney RDC

25 Yampa Dimitri Burkina

First appointments 
of Confreres - 2022

Rome, 14-03-2022,  
Robert Beyuo Tebri 

Secretary of Initial Formation 
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In the recent past, there has being a lot of talk in the media about 

clericalism in the Church especially in the context of the scandals on 

child abuse and of pedophilia behavior of some consecrated people. 

Could this be the reason why some confreres (especially the more 

seasoned ones) are worried for our Society? Or have they observed 

really some signs of clericalism among confreres? If yes, what are 

some of these signs? Are these signs new? Is it a generational problem? 

Is putting on a clergyman or wearing a gandoura a sign of clericalism? 

Can religious brothers also be clerical? How do we tackle clericalism 

during formation and even after the initial formation? Can our Society 

of Missionaries of Africa be considered by nature a clerical one? These 

are some of the questions we are invited to reflect on in this letter. 

What do we mean by clericalism? This is the first challenge we have 

in our little Society today as we do not agree on what is to be called 

clericalism. For some confreres, putting on a clergyman or walking 

around in a cassock, especially if it is a black one or even a gandoura 

(with rosary, burnous, chechia, etc, as the novices of recent years like 

to do), is a sign of clericalism. Insisting on having a personal car and 

not ready to share a community car is a sign of clericalism. Seeking for 

a comfortable life-style like having an air-condition room, having in 

our recreation or common room, big modern sofas with a big flat-

screen of TV with subscribed sport channels is a sign of clericalism. 

“Dressing to kill” with expensive clothes and polished black shoes is a 

sign of clericalism. Having three square meals; eating meat or fish 

twice a day is a sign of clericalism. Seeking to have access to internet-

Clericalism in the Society of Missionaries of Africa?

Letter of Secretary  
of Initial Formation to candidates
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connection or asking to be assured of a car as a condition to accept an 

appointment is a sign of clericalism. An attitude of entitlement and 

seeking privilege is a sign of clericalism. Lack of availability for the 

mission or disobedience to superiors is a sign of clericalism. Tendency 

to settle for rich parishes and not in the poor “fracture zones” is a sign 

of clericalism. Seeking academic qualifications such as a Master’s 

degree or doctorates at all cost is a sign of clericalism. Wrangles and 

struggles for positions of power and control in the Society’s leadership 

and governance is a sign of clericalism. Groupings according to national 

or tribal affinities in the Society is a sign of clericalism. Using one’s fi-

nancial resources to control other members of the community is a sign 

of clericalism. Wanting to go “solo” to run projects in the mission 

instead of having community projects is a sign of clericalism. You may 

continue the list... 

new problem ? 

No one can deny that all of these issues are not new and that they are 

problems to be tackled. They have always existed since the beginning 

of the Society. However, the rapid socio-economic evolution in Africa 

and the recent outcry about the scandal of child abuse and the protection 

of abusive religious people have made us more conscious of the danger 

lingering behind these issues. 

In 2018, Pope Francis in his address to the Synod Fathers on Young 

People gave the following definition of clericalism: Clericalism arises 

from an elitist and exclusivist vision of vocation, that interprets the 

ministry received as a power to be exercised rather than as a free and 

generous service to be given. Clericalism is rooted in a theological 

belief that the clergy are different from the laity, having undergone an 

“ontological change” at ordination and this gives the clergy a sense of 

entitlement, superiority and abuse of power over the laity. 

In one of his homilies in Casa Santa Marta, December 13, 2016, 

Pope Francis added this: “There is that spirit of clericalism in the 

Church, that we feel: clerics feel superior; clerics distance themselves 

from the people. Clerics always say: ‘this should be done like this, like 
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this, like this, and you – go away!’” They know it all. It happens “when 

the cleric doesn’t have time to listen to those who are suffering, the 

poor, the sick, the imprisoned: it is a new edition of this ancient evil [of 

the religious ‘authorities’ lording it over others].” In other words, 

clericalism in the Church is not new and it is about this “know it all” 

attitude that we all have. The Holy Father invites us to examine our 

attitudes and ways of relating to each other. However, he went on to 

caution that we should not place the blame only on the men in Holy 

Orders. One doesn't have to be a member of the clergy to be a clericalist. 

Lay-people can be clerical or can help to promote clericalism by their 

passivity and false reverence. In other words, religious brothers and 

sisters can also be clerical. 

Meeting with seminarians from the Sicilian coastal city of Agrigento 

in Nov. 24, the Pope had this to say “Clericalism, my dear ones, is our 

ugliest perversion. And rigidity is one of the manifestations,” The Lord 

wants you to be shepherds; shepherds of the people, not clerics of the 

state,”. Rigidity about the way we dress, the way we relate with others, 

the way we behave in our liturgical celebrations are signs of clericalism. 

To counter clericalism, seminarians are invited to recognize and correct 

‘spiritual worldliness’: 

“Obsession with personal appearances, a presumed theological or 

disciplinary certainty, narcissism and authoritarianism, the attempt to 

dominate others, a merely external and ostentatious preoccupation with 

the liturgy, vain glory, individualism, the inability to listen to others, 

and every form of careerism. They should instead be formed in 

simplicity, sobriety, serene dialogue and authenticity. As disciples at 

the school of the Master, they should learn to live and act with pastoral 

charity that flows from being “servants of Christ and stewards of the 

mysteries of God” (Ratio 2016, para 42). 

In our Society 

From the Missionaries of Africa point of view, certain measures were 

taken to counter clericalism in the Society: calling a confrere by his title 

(Father or Brother, provincial, rector, so and so... ) were avoided. 
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FORMATION 

Calling each other by the first name and not by our title is understood as 

a way of fighting clericalism. For example, I had a recent experience 

with a African confrere Brother whom I was unconsciously addressing 

as “Brother” instead of calling him by his name. He politely drew my 

attention to how he felt about calling him by his title. His comment 

made me understand that it was a clerical attitude on my part as if I was 

looking down on him or making him realize that he was only a “brother” 

and hence not a “priest” who is considered more important. Obviously 

that was not my intention. I also read a reflection of an elderly confrere 

(Phillippe Thiriez, on formation of Brothers in the Society, 2018) who 

points out that “The Society of the Missionaries of Africa is of the 

“clerical” type: its superior general or major superior must be a priest 

and it has had difficulty in making room for “lay brothers” or “lay as-

sociates”, except on the professional level (director, manager, treasurer, 

etc.)”. How comfortable are we 

about this fact that a “confrere 

Brother” cannot be a major superior? 

We may not be able to change ca-

nonically this situation in our Con-

stitutions and Laws but we can be 

attentive to our unexamined attitudes 

towards each other. Putting the ac-

cent on celebrating our missionary 

oath rather than the priestly ordi-

nation is to help us live our common 

missionary identity. 

At the Generalate 

In the Gospel of Jesus, authority 

is clearly a service (Jn 13:1-17; 

Mt. 20:27-28). In our Society, there 

is a tradition that once you have 

accomplished your mandate that 

placed you in authority (Superior 

of a community, provincial superior, 
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superior general, etc...) you just go back to ordinary missionary life as 

usual, which is our common vocational identity. The next person in 

service of authority will appoint you wherever your gift and services 

are needed and you will join a community in its daily tasks and life. In 

this light, before Covid 19 pandemic came up, we used to receive 

visitors in our community of the Generalate and a visitor once pointed 

out his admiration of our Superior General and his Councilors who 

mingled with the rest of the community with no particular places 

reserved to them in the dining table (Of course, they have their own 

dining-room when they need to be among themselves). He was further 

happily “shocked” to see the Superior General doing the dishes among 

others at the end of the meal while others were clearing our dining 

tables. This is an example of fighting authoritarianism and clericalism. 

In formation 

The Pope further invites forma-

tors to hold to four dimensions of 

formation as expressed in Pastores 

Dabo Vobis (1992) : Human, Spiri-

tual, Intellectual and Pastoral. In 

fact, for us, we can add the com-

munity dimension as an essential 

part of training to live and work 

with others from different cultures 

and races. These dimensions which 

are familiar to every candidate in 

formation with the Missionaries 

of Africa enable you to have a 

“mature capacity for relations with 

men and women of various ages 

and social conditions” (Ratio 2016, 

para 95). 

Nowadays, one can observe a 

greater desire to be “uniformed” 

at the ceremony of receiving our 
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“official habit” in the Spiritual year or at the oath and diaconate 

celebrations at the end of our Initial Formation. Novices insist on 

having the full regalia : gandoura, rosary, burnous, chechia, etc., which 

is what our forefathers adopted to resemble and to identify themselves 

with the people whom they were first sent to in North Africa. Do we 

still feel this need today given that not all the people to whom we are 

sent today dress like that? Do I wear my religious dress to attract 

attention or as a sign of respect for the sacred and simply my identity? 

Those who take the oath often will dress up in clergyman and congratu-

latory words expressed by those who preceded them include expressions 

like “welcome to the club” which clearly expresses a “new identity” 

conferred on them. As if to say we are now special and therefore to be 

treated as such. Is it really a new identity we receive or a call to be 

available to the African world? Is it not the influence of other 

congregations where we just “copy and paste”? Do I see my material 

and spiritual resources, academic acquisitions, etc; as means for service 

and availability or for self-aggrandizement? Do I need a PHD to tell 

the other, “Please Help me Do it 

or to “Pull Him Down”? 

I invite you to reflect and share 
about these questions in your 
teams in order to clarify the ques-
tion of clericalism for yourselves 
but also to assure your senior bro-
thers who are concerned that there 
is no course to be worried; or we 
have a reason to be worried too? 

Rome, 14-03-2022,  
Robert Beyuo Tebri 

Secretary of Initial Formation 



MISSION

143

In the Land of a thousand hills

I am Father Simplice Traoré, 
working in our new Centre in 
Rwanda, known as the Lavigerie 
Missionary Centre (LMC), 
formerly known as the Centre for 
the Study of African Languages 
(CELA). We are a dynamic com-
munity of 5 confreres of which 
Brothers Jean-Bosco Masaba and 

Kees Maas, Fathers Marc Fran-
çois, Georges Kambembo and my-
self Simplice Traoré. 

The capital city of Kigali, 
where we live, is well known for 
its beauty and cleanliness. This at-
tracts many tourists and foreigners 
who come to visit the country out 
of curiosity. Rwandans, in general, 
are very welcoming to foreigners, 
although they are slow to invite 
them to their homes. This invita-
tion is done only after a certain 
amount of familiarity has been es-
tablished between them. 

The majority of the population 
in this ‘Land of a Thousand Hills’ 
are farmers, and only a minority 
are engaged in commercial activ-
ities. Festivities occupy an impor-
tant place in the life of the Rwan-
dans! They are marked mainly 
with beer and the local drink (ur-
wagwa). It is better to run short of 
food during the celebration of a 
festival – for this is not a serious 
problem; but to be short of beer? 
Some people would surely com-
plain that they had been invited 
there to die of thirst. It is not sur-
prising that a person consumes, for Kigali, Rwanda
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example, up to eight bottles of beer 
at a party, which makes expense 
at such parties enormous. Some 
people even incur debts to keep 
the beer flowing. 

The Lavigerie Missionary Centre 

My apostolate is mainly to pro-
mote our new Lavigerie Mission-
ary Centre, for which I am respon-
sible, in collaboration with my 
confreres. The Centre was inau-
gurated and blessed by Cardinal 
Antoine Kambanda on December 
15, 2021, in the presence of our 
provincial, Emmanuel Ngona, who 
came for the occasion. In his 
homily, the cardinal underlined the 
importance and the impact the 
Centre has and will have in the 
pastoral care of all Christians. He 
stressed that the it has come at the 
right time because our Christians 
really need a place like this. Our 
Centre is very much in demand 
these days for various activities 
such as three or five-day recollec-
tions, conferences, meetings, Eu-
charist, weddings. In short, the 
Centre has already begun to take 
shape. It is common for us to cel-
ebrate two or three Masses a day 
because of the different groups that 
are present at the time. 

At the moment, we are in the 
process of equipping the Centre 
thanks to a grant from the General 
Bursar's Office of the M. Afr, to 
whom we extend our sincere 
thanks. As a matter of fact, the 
money helps us in our apostolate Lavigerie Missionary Center
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to make the Centre become better 
known. Every group that we wel-
come, even if for a short stay, 
leaves satisfied because of the 
necessary environment and equip-
ment we provide. We are hopeful 
that, God willing, we will be able 
to recuperate something of the fi-
nancial costs incurred so far.   

The CML has a capacity of 
more than 87 people. There are 
two dormitories for men and 
women. Our team is doing its best 
to offer quality service to every-
one. 

I take this opportunity to invite 
confreres, wherever they may be, 
to help publicize our Lavigerie 
Missionary Centre. Our website is 
http://centrelavigerie.com/. It is 

possible to make reservations and 
pay online through this site. We 
encourage all those who know 
friends or relatives who wish to 
come to Rwanda for a short or 
long stay to please direct them to 
our Lavigerie Missionary Centre. 
Our prices are very affordable and 
accessible to all. Dear confreres, 
this project is ours; it is, therefore, 
our responsibility to make it 
known for the good of our Society 
which conceived and generously 
financed it. 

Our great challenge today is to 
ensure compliance with the covid-
19 measures in the Centre. The 
monitoring of covid-19 is quite 
rigorous in Rwanda. All those who 
have not yet received the second 
dose are excluded from Eucharistic 

Lavigerie Missionary Centre, Chapel
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Simplice Traore

celebrations and other popular ac-
tivities. At the Centre we are doing 
our best to comply with what the 
State requires of us. 

Renewing our presence in 
Rwanda 

In general, we are happy with 
our presence and our apostolate 
here in Rwanda. As far as I am 
concerned, this Centre will revamp 
our presence in Rwanda. It is a 
sign of our ability to adapt and 
openness to new forms of evan-
gelization and our anticipation of 
the future. The confreres who have 
preceded us to heaven left us a rich 
missionary legacy; it is, therefore, 
our duty and responsibility to think 
of future generations by building 
similar structures. This is a chal-
lenge for us to break out of the 
status quo of the mission of former 
years. 

During a conversation with a 
prominent Rwandan who came to 
visit the Centre, she said to me: 
"Father, I see that you love the 
Rwandans because no one would 
build such a facility in this country 
without loving the Rwandan popu-
lation. Well said. Did our founder, 
Cardinal Lavigerie, not invite us 
to love the local people we are sent 
to? 
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The provincial house, Bukavu

Bukavu, where our provincial 
house community is located, is the 
provincial capital of South Kivu. 
Located on the southern shore of 
Lake Kivu, it is restricted in its 
growth to the east by the Rusizi 
River, which borders Rwanda but 
has expanded southward through 
Cahi and Panzi. It is a mountain 
town. Its outskirts are often high 
up and offer splendid views over 
the city centre and Lake Kivu. 

A city more than a century old 
initially laid out and built by the 
Belgian colonists, the missionaries 
of Africa played a large part. They 
were able to reserve important 
strategic plots for the nascent Con-
golese Catholic Church: that of 
the cathedral with the archbishop's 
palace overlooking the Ibanda pen-
insula, of the first parish of Sainte-
Thérèse covering almost an entire 
hill, occupied today by various 
structures of the archdiocese: di-
ocesan services, BDOM, Bandari 
Centre, ISDR, etc., Alfajiri College, 
St. Paul's College in Mbobero, 
Wima High School, etc. 

The original widely spaced co-
lonial houses gradually give way 
to new buildings that are closer 
together. The old plots of land 
were broken up to build multi-
storey houses that are almost glued 
to one another. Rather than ex-

Bukavu on the shore of Lake Kivu
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panding outwards, which is difficult 
because of the mountains that 
would block such expansion, the 
city has become more compact 
and is now beginning to rise up-
wards. Green or forested areas 
have shrunk. Some of the city kids 
who come from the city to visit 
our community enjoy running on 
our lawns. 

No space to waste 

You can't drive everywhere. 
Many homes are built on slopes 
and can only be reached on foot, 
following narrow paths up and 
down long flights of steps. In some 
of the newer suburbs, the houses, 
often made of planks covered with 
metal sheets, cling to the sides of 

the mountains, threatened by the 
risk of landslides and erosion due 
to the heavy rains that turn the 
paths into dangerous skating rinks 
of sticky mud. 

Our house is in a growing com-
mercial district. There are stores 
for clothes, shoes, festival   halls, 
churches, administrative offices, 
shopping malls and pharmacies. 
If we wanted to sell our plot, we 
would immediately find a buyer 
for such businesses. But rather 
than give in to the encroachment 
of shops and buildings, we enjoy 
the luxury of having an airy prop-
erty with flowering courtyards, 
lawns, a tree garden and a banana 
plantation. 

Nyawera Square in Bukavu in the early days
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The atmosphere is lively during 
the day with the honking of cars 
and motorcycles, the noise from 
the crowds and street vendors, and 
at night with the music and enter-
tainment from weddings and ban-
quet halls, or religious songs from 
choirs and the preaching from 
churches. 

The people are of diverse origins 
and speak Swahili, French and 
Mashi, but once you leave the city, 
you enter the milieu of the Bashi, 
who are farmers, herders, fisher-
men, diggers, traders. In the city, 
many make their living from trade, 
of all sizes from wholesale to retail, 
from shop tenants to street vendors.  
There are also government officials, 

NGO workers, sentries, domestic 
staff, workers on the many con-
struction sites, artisans (carpenters, 
mechanics), drivers and conveyors 
of minibuses, motorcycles and 
cabs... 

The challenges? 

The main challenge for our 
community is the lack of stability 
of its members frequently on the 
move because of their provincial 
responsibilities. This instability 
impoverishes our community life 
with less frequent community meet-
ings and a varying participation 
of its members. 

Because of the decrease in the 
number of members, our commu-
nity has had to reduce its commit-
ments to religious communities 
and no longer celebrates regular 
outside Masses, except at the nearby 
Carmelite novitiate, although 
Masses here at the provincial house 
remain a priority in the event of a 
scarcity of priests. We have noticed 
that people from outside like to 
come and pray with us and our 
small community chapel is often 
well filled, especially on Sundays. 
A few regular worshippers are in-
volved in the animation. 

The workers who work for us 
are part of the house. They are 

Nyawera Square today
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committed and care about the good 
functioning of the community. Our 
cook, during the events of 3 No-
vember 2021 in Bukavu, did not 
hesitate to answer our call and 
come by motorbike, even in the 
midst of the shooting. 

The activity of the informal 
businesses all around results in a 
lot of rubbish littering the streets 
at the end of the day and this 
requires us to be vigilant in re-
minding the sanitation services of 
the town hall to do their job prop-
erly; otherwise heaps of rubbish 
quickly pile up at our walls. 

 The street youths who occa-
sionally take advantage of the 
crumbs from the banquet halls 
around us are always in our neigh-
bourhood at night, along with the 
sentries and soldiers entrusted with 
security. One night, they brought 

back our dog that had escaped. 
We rewarded them. 

A confrère likes to say that "dis-
order is in the minds of the Con-
golese". This is manifested, for 
example, in the somewhat chaotic 
driving, without much respect for 
the traffic rules. We end up getting 
used to it. Disorder? Maybe... but 
at least there is life! 

Pierre Petitfour 
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The Community of Kisenso

Kisenso, where the community 
of Mr. Afr. is located, is one of the 
municipalities of the city of Kin-
shasa (DRC). This municipality is 
in the periphery, on a hill in the 
southeast of Kinshasa. In the 1940s 
Kisenso was a small village with 
a few dozen families. It was af-
fectionately called a "dormitory 
town" because it was only home 
to the workers who worked in the 
town centre. In the 1960s, the site 
was rapidly occupied by numerous 
people from other provinces of the 
country. 

Kisenso is prone to severe ero-
sion; floods that deteriorate all 
parts of its territory endanger the 
population. The main roads are 
sand tracks and are impassable, 
especially during the rainy season.  

Economically and socially, Ki-
senso has seen little development. 
The people survive by selling bread, 
vegetables, fruit and small items 
such as clothing, medicine, drinks, 
etc. The unemployment rate is very 
high. Many people work at the 
expense of their human dignity 

The Kisenso commune A house in danger of erosion
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because of poverty, unemployment 
and underemployment. This leads 
to a high level of criminality in 
the neighbourhoods, such as attacks 
by "armed children" (kuluna), drug 
use, and other anti-social behaviour.  

Our community life 

The M. Afr. community is in 
this rural township, a semi-urban-
ized city-village, full of joys and 
sorrows. Composed of six members 
(four confreres and two stagiaires) 
of four different nationalities, our 
community provides services in 
two parishes, namely, the parish 
of Saint-Etienne, where the pres-
bytery is based; Sainte-Félicité 

parish, which has no presbytery. 
Administratively, each parish is 
managed by two confreres parish 
priest and curate who respond to 
the people's spiritual, psychological, 
and material needs. To make the 
community viable and strengthen 
our missionary bond, the four con-
freres support each other in carrying 
out their apostolate. They take 
turns celebrating morning masses 
in both parishes. 

The community is awakened 
each day by the singing of the 
birds and the parish bell. It always 
begins its activities with the Lord: 
meditation, spiritual reading, Lauds 
(in the church) and Mass. We are 

The main roads are sand tracks  

and are impassable. Life is good on Kisenso Hill
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on the move the whole day: carry-
ing out the various activities for 
the well-being of the community, 
welcoming people in the office, 
visiting the sick and administering 
the last rites, celebrating the sac-
raments, convening meetings with 
parish groups and movements, 
teaching catechesis, organizing the 
many formation programmes 
(human and spiritual), participating 
in the meetings and liturgical cel-
ebrations of the diocese, etc. At 
the close of the day, the community 
expresses its gratitude to God 
through prayer and other personal 
devotions. Meals, games, social-
izing, humour, and watching the 
news on television add to the joy 
in the community. 

Our commitments and challenges 

The M. Afr. community is com-
mitted to the well-being of the 
people and the sustainable devel-
opment of the municipality. To 
achieve this, we organize multiple 
activities such as soccer tourna-
ments and conferences to strengthen 
unity and promote peace in the 
neighbourhoods. It distributes 
drinking water to the Kisenso pla-
teau, thanks to the erection of a 
water pumping system built by the 
former confreres. Though the de-
mand for drinking water has de-
creased due to the drilling of many 
boreholes and digging of wells in 
compounds, our community will 
continue to maintain this project, 
hopefully for a long time. 

Kisenso community from left to right: 

 John Mitumba, Jean-Baptiste Uzele, Tengbani Simon (stagiaire), Damian Ahimbisibwe, 

George Mtei, Jean-François Banse (stagiaire), Bapuoh Paschal 
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It is great to live on the hill of 
Kisenso. While many difficulties 
stifle the people, they still celebrate 
life. Sporting and spiritual activities, 
celebrations during festivals and 
sharing a "glass of water" all help 
to ease the tension between them. 
They are very gifted in many re-
spects but do not have the means 
to accomplish them. They have a 
remarkable ingenuity in celebrating 
life with music accompanied by 
guitar, drums, tam-tam. The church 
is the privileged place where the 
Christians of Kisenso manifest 
their joy and play their instruments, 
and the entire congregation are 
able to join in the singing and 
dancing. 

Helping some people understand 
the meaning of self-reliance for 
the good of the local church and 
the parish remains a challenge. 
There are still many people who 
continue to depend on the priests. 
The road network in Kisenso is a 
big challenge. Most roads are dam-
aged, making it difficult for many 
people to get to the parishes, even 
for celebrations. The situation of 
some widows is equally pitiful. 

Some children chase their mothers 
(widows), saying they are witches 
(kindoki) who killed their fathers. 
Many of these widows die of 
hunger and disease and are often 
poorly housed and thus prey to all 
kinds of nasty weather in the zones 
at risk of flooding and erosion. 

So what to do? The M. Afr. 
community remains a pillar of wit-
ness to God's love among these 
people. We continue to challenge 
their conscience through our simple 
lifestyle and encounters so that the 
new evangelization can bear fruit 
in their lives.

Paschal Bapuoh
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Our missionary commitment in Goma

The political and social context  
of Goma 

We, the members of the La-
vigerie community, reside in the 
city of Goma, the capital of the 
province of North Kivu in the east 
of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC). With an estimated 
population of over two million, 
according to 2021 statistics, the 
city of Goma appears to be in the 
midst of a major construction pro-
ject. We notice more and more 
multi-storey buildings springing 

up and urban roads being built, 
either tar or paved. 

Amid this economic devel-
opment, which only benefits a 
small number of people, there is 
the challenge of insecurity through-
out the North Kivu province, which 
has been the case for the past thirty 
years. To combat this insecurity, 
the President of the Republic, Félix 
Tshisekedi, declared a state of 
emergency in the provinces of 
North Kivu and Ituri on May 6, 
2021. Ever since the President of 

Jean-Noël Baraka and Mafr aspirants. Activities of the Lay people in Goma
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the DRC has placed military auth-
orities in charge of these two prov-
inces instead of civilian authorities, 
despite these efforts to stabilize 
the situation, the population is con-
fronted with burglaries, hold-ups, 
targeted killings, abductions and 
kidnappings. The inhabitants of 
Goma and its surroundings go 
about their business normally, but 
with fear, because they have no 
idea what might happen to them 
in this situation of permanent in-
security, despite the presence of a 
large Congolese and UN military 
force. Alongside a political crisis 
of this magnitude, there are also 
tribal-ethnic conflicts that do not 
facilitate a peaceful life for the 
people of the province.   

The city of Goma is also 
threatened by the Nyiragongo vol-
cano, which first erupted in 1884. 

Other eruptions have followed, but 
those that have caused the most 
damage in Goma or its outskirts 
are those of January 10, 1977, Ja-
nuary 17, 2002, and May 22, 
2021. 1 

Pastoral commitment as a ray of 
hope in a crisis situation 

The population of North Kivu, 
and that of Goma in particular, 
needs more than ever the evan-
gelical light of Christ to enlighten 
them. In this context, we re-
launched, on October 27, 2019, 
the Fraternity of Former Mission-
aries of Africa (FAMA). It is a 
group composed mainly of former 
candidates of Missionaries of Africa 

1   Cf. https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nyi‐
ragongo#Histoire_%C3%A9ruptive 

(Consulted on 12.01.2022 at 9.55 am).  

2nd FAMA meeting, 24.11.2019 at Maison Lavigerie

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nyiragongo#Histoire_%C3%A9ruptive
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nyiragongo#Histoire_%C3%A9ruptive
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and former candidates of White 
Sisters. Their main objective is to 
strengthen, in the light of the Gos-
pel, the peaceful cohabitation of 
the different ethnic groups in North 
Kivu. The members concentrate 
more on schools, educational, pro-
fessional and the social milieu as 
a field of pastoral commitment to 
achieve the above objective. 

On December 1 2019, we also 
tried to revitalize the group of the 
Families of the Missionaries of 
Africa of Goma (FAMAG, in the 
acronym), which aims to form a 
single body and a single-family in 
its cultural, ethnic diversity, etc. 
The group is composed of the 
families of the Missionaries of Af-
rica and the White Sisters and the 
M. Afr. candidates from the Central 
African Province (PAC) - Goma 
Sector.  

On August 16 2020, as part of 
our pastoral commitment, we initi-
ated the group of Friends of the 
Missionaries of Africa (AMA, in 
abbreviation). The members come 
from different social strata. We 
thus find high ranking civil servants, 
small and prominent businessmen, 
teachers, doctors, lawyers, farmers, 
and engineers, etc. It is a missionary 
group with a very diverse character. 
Through the missionary actions 
that its members could undertake 
together, they will hopefully learn 
to be united in their diversity, 
which will already be a good evan-
gelical and missionary witness. 
The Friends of the Missionaries 
of Africa of Goma are founded on 
the three pillars considered as their 
main objective, namely: to become 
more and more Friends of Christ, 
Friends of the Missionaries of Af-
rica by supporting their works of 
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evangelization and to become 
Friends among themselves, by liv-
ing an evangelical fraternity.  

Appreciated for the above men-
tioned objectives, these three groups 
were recognised and officially sent 
on mission by the Ordinary of the 
Diocese of Goma on 6 December 
2020. Together with the Mission-
aries of Africa and the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa, 
these groups enrich the Lavigerian 
Family in the diocese of Goma. 

Thus, we have re-launched the 
activities of the laity in our Goma 
sector to enable them to be as-
sociated with our mission according 
to our missionary charism. This is 
in the spirit of "Living Our Charism 
Today”, published in Rome in 
2019.   

The contribution of the Maison 
Lavigerie community 

Maison Lavigerie is a commu-
nity of Missionaries of Africa lo-
cated in the centre of Goma. 
Composed of three confreres (Luis 
Arcos, Dieudonné Utera and Jean-
Noël Baraka), the community's 
main mission is to welcome con-
freres from all over the world who 
pass through Goma on their way 
to different destinations. The house 
also offers a favourable framework 
for missionary and vocational ani-
mation with the aim of revitalising 
our mission today and the super-
vision of young aspirants for the 
future mission.

Jean-Noël Baraka
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A Church that seeks to shine  
through the family

Through its pastor Mgr Willy 
Ngumbi Ngengele, the diocese of 
Goma has opted for the family to 
live the synod, convened by Pope 
Francis: "For a synodal Church: 
communion, participation and par-
ticipation mission". The Church 
of Goma plans to live these tripartite 
dimensions concretely through the 
family. Thus, we speak of a Church 
that shines through the family, 
founded on the rock that is Christ. 
What is the approach for putting 
this into practice? However, there 
are challenges.    

Challenges? 

When speaking of the difficulties 
in the family today, the tendency 
is to look to the West because of 
its many divorces and ways of 
conceiving the family, thus giving 
us a false complacency that all is 
well with us. Nevertheless, these 
family challenges are also ours. 
Besides, where is the West? Is it 
in Europe? Possibly, if we rely on 
the map! However, it is also present 
here in our African countries: the 
Church, the schools, and African 

families. The West is felt even in 
our bedrooms. That is why the 
Church of Goma does not want to 
play the ostrich. It focuses on the 
challenges of her family. 

Of course, there are exemplary 
families, which are a sign of hope 
that all is not lost, that there are 
still people who live truly as a 
Christian family. But some families 
leave much to be desired and chal-
lenge us to reflect and take action. 
Not only are we confronted with 
separations and divorces, but even 
those who continue to live together 
as husband and wife sometimes 
live as cohabitants sharing only 
the same roof, nothing more. 
Family unity is undermined. 

When it comes to participation, 
it's everyone's business. Dad, mom 
and children all have a little brick 
to contribute to building their 
family. However, the Church of 
Goma notices a tendency to resign 
in some families: a father abandons 
his wife, leaving her alone to raise 
the children; what is the children's 
contribution for whom father and 
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mother work hard to ensure they 
have a better future? Some children 
are insensitive to even help with 
small errands. Their commitment 
to study sometimes leaves a lot to 
be desired; total irresponsibility! 
The mother could also pretend to 
be the queen just because her hus-
band is financially well off. So, 
what is the point of helping out? 
In the end, it is the maid who does 
everything; she practically becomes 
the mother of the family. 

Our mission challenges the 
family to be open. Rather than a 
place of withdrawal, it is a Christian 
field of action. We learn to love, 
respect, and be interested in the 
other in the family. Some families 
cut themselves off from others be-
cause of their tribal affiliation or 
economic situation; others are not 
actively involved in the life of the 
Church. Moreover, it is becoming 
more and more of a challenge to 
live together with the sick or the 
elderly who can no longer produce.  

Members of the Diocesan Commission for Family Ministry
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How can these challenges  
be met? 

In his inaugural Catechesis to 
open the pastoral year, Bishop 
Willy spoke of the challenges 
facing the family today and the 
need for action, hence the impor-
tance of dedicating the synodal 
year to the family. The Centre 
Diocésain de Pastorale, Catéchèse 
et Liturgie (CDPCL) responded 
by organizing activities in favour 
of the family. 

There was a Mass for about 
sixty jubilarians who celebrated 
25 and 50 years of marriage. This 
was presided over by the bishop 
on the Solemnity of the Holy 
Family. It was preceded by a two-
day catechesis on dialogue in the 
family for all the couples, and a 
recollection for the jubilarians. I 
had the privilege of accompanying 
these jubilarians for the recollection 
at the Marian shrine of Buhimba. 
The jubilarians renewed their mar-
riage promise during the mass.   

Other initiatives taken by the 
CDPCL included an evangelization 
campaign and the revival of family 
ministry in the diocese. 

We met as the Diocesan Com-
mission for Evangelization to reflect 
and elaborate a catechesis for the 

faithful. Then, we gave this cat-
echism to the evangelizers from 
the parishes who, in their turn, 
gave it in their parishes. In Our 
Lady of Africa, our parish, we had 
it for a whole week. There was no 
mass in the neighbourhoods during 
that time, and we only celebrated 
in the evening to encourage the 
Christians to participate in this 
program. At the end of the week, 
the faithful gave their testimony: 
the impact of evangelization on 
their experience. To conclude, we 
organized a special time for con-
fession as a step towards a new 

CDPCL training session
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beginning. The theme of this Ca-
techesis was: "The family jour-
neying towards Easter", expressing 
our hope that the family will also 
be touched by the grace of the 
new life of Easter.    

Devoting the synodal year to 
the family is only a beginning; we 
must then ensure continuity, hence 
the importance of reactivating the 
family ministry. The diocesan com-
mission comprises priests, religious, 
married people, and diverse pro-
fessionals: doctors, psychologists, 
teachers, formators. The commis-
sion is subdivided into sub-com-
missions: Family Dialogue, which 
accompanies families of different 
ages; Education for Life, with an 
emphasis on accompanying young 
people; Commission for Engaged 
Couples, which attend to those 
who are preparing for marriage; 
Family Planning, to accompany 
families in questions related to fer-
tility; Breath of Life, which ac-
companies families suffering from 
voluntary or involuntary abortion. 
These are just a few of the sub-
commissions. The bishop officially 
sent this Commission on mission 
on Holy Family Day.  

In upgrading ourselves, the first 
activity was a formation that I 
gave at the CDPCL, with an Ur-
suline nun, on "Basic skills in ac-
companying couples and families". 
The second step was a sensitization 
visit to the parishes of the deanery 
of Goma. Our aim in this first 
phase was to establish the family 
ministry, first in the parishes in 
the city of Goma, before extending 
it to the other parishes of the dio-
cese.  

In a few words, this is what the 
diocese of Goma, inspired by the 
synod, seeks to implement to make 
the family its focal point.

Evans K. Chama
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The Missionaries of Africa  
in Burundi

The Burundi Sector is one of 

the three countries of PAC. It is in 

the heart of Africa, with a surface 

area of 27,834 km2. It is located 

377 km south of the equator. It 

borders with the DRC, Rwanda 

and Tanzania with an equatorial 

climate. It has 18 provinces and 

eight dioceses. The Missionaries 

of Africa are in two archdioceses: 

Bujumbura and Gitega, the econ-

omic and political capital, respect-

ively. 

In view of the Evangelisation 

of the country the first caravan of 

White Fathers arrived in Burundi 

on July 28, 1879, via Rumonge. 

The caravan was composed of 

Fathers Deniaud (from Nantes), 

Augier (from Belley), Dromaux 

(from Cambrai), Brother Jérôme 

Baumeister (from Wurtzboug) and 

Mr. d'Hoop, a Belgian auxiliary, a 

former Papal Zouave. There had 

been what was referred to as “the 

ordeal of the first missions in Tan-

Brother Jerome (Karl Baumeister) of Wurtzboug
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ganyika", but it was not until June 

30, 1896, that the first Catholic 

mission in Burundi was established, 

at Muyaga in the Cankuzo province 

by the Dutch Father Johannes Mi-

chael Van der Burgt. Between the 

first caravan of 1879 and March 

2022, Burundi welcomed 506 M. 

Afr. They gave birth to the Church 

and accompanied it with many 

other philanthropic works. The 

Church is ever-growing in numbers 

and in the effort to achieve holi-

ness. 

As far as religions are con-

cerned, we have around 61% Cath-

olics, 21% Protestants, 2.80% Mus-

lims (growing strongly), 2.50% 

Adventists, 0.32% Jehovah's Wit-

nesses and 6% other. There is no 

state religion. The law guarantees 

religious freedom. This situation 

calls for the attention of the Church, 

and of us missionaries in particu-

lar. 

Demographically, the population 

is around 12,998,780 inhabitants, 

with three ethnic groups: Hutu 

85%, Tutsi 13%, Twa 2%. The of-

ficial languages are Kirundi and 

French, and there is also Swahili 

and English. The literacy rate 

reached 88% in 2017, an important 

human capital for the future of de-

velopment. 

In Burundi we have seen an in-

creasing number of M.Afr voca-

tions. There will soon be 30 native 

confreres and more than 35 young 

people in formation. In March 

2022, the Sector has ten confreres 

and two stagiaires, regrouping ten 

nationalities. This intercultural, in-

ternational, interracial and inter-

generational dimension is of great 

significance and impacts our pres-

ence, our ability to live together, 

and our pastoral and missionary 

Josep Haugier
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activity. We would like it to be 

more prophetic. 

The Church and the State benefit 

from a good mutual respect and 

collaborative relationship. The 

Missionaries of Africa in Burundi 

are very much appreciated by the 

Church of Burundi for the work 

of evangelization and apostolic 

outreach that has opened up the 

paths of encounter and dialogue 

that promote justice and peace ef-

forts. The celebration of the 150th 

anniversary remains engraved in 

the memory of the Church. It is an 

invitation to gratitude and a duty 

to be more missionary. The arrival 

of the new Apostolic Nuncio rein-

forces the existing framework of 

collaboration between the Holy 

See and Burundi. It was in 1990 

that pope John Paul II visited Bu-

rundi. 

As far as the ecclesial hierarchy 

is concerned, besides the Apostolic 

Nuncio, there are eight bishops at 

the head of the 8 Catholic dioceses: 

Bubanza, Bujumbura, Bururi, 

Gitega, Muyinga, Ngozi, Rutana, 

and Ruyigi; and two bishops emeri-

tus who exemplarily guide us in 

the implementation of the Social 

Doctrine of the Church. 

In terms of security, inside the 

country is calm. With our neigh-

bouring countries the covid-19 out-

break has restricted the flow of 

people. Covid has been politicized 

in the sub-region, weakening bi-

lateral diplomatic relations, es-

pecially at the borders. However, 

life is now returning to normal. 

From a socio-economic point 

of view, the government is deter-

mined to reduce fraud and cor-

ruption. Through controls and train-

ing in the management of public 

assets, incompetence and favour-Bujumbura



MISSION

166

itism are being reduced. We are 

grateful for this. 

The agro-food sector was chosen 

in 2022 as the engine of devel-

opment and the fight against pov-

erty. Associations and cooperatives 

receive financial support from the 

government; a youth bank and a 

women's bank have been set up. 

Presence of M. Afr. 

Our 3 M. Afr communities are 

in Bujumbura and Gitega. As a 

sector, our ideal in 2022 is to 

strengthen the community dimen-

sion of our mission, to make it 

more inclusive, prophetic, inno-

vative, and more deeply and pro-

foundly missionary. In Bujumbura, 

the team at Buyenzi Parish is 

composed of Fathers Limo Fréderic 

(Kenya), Kingsley Njimogu (Nige-

ria), Lini Agaba (Uganda), Meda 

Jean de Dieu (Burkina) and the 

stagiaire Joël Nana (Burkina). The 

main areas of pastoral work are 

catechesis, encounter and dialogue, 

promotion of justice and peace, 

youth, self-help training, care of 

the sick, sacraments. We dream of 

a greater missionary and prophetic 

presence. 

The community of Avenue Muy-

inga is composed of Father Alberic 

Minani (Burundi), Hugo Leinz 

(Germany) and Gérard Niyongabo 

(Burundi). It is a welcoming com-

munity with confreres rendering 

multiple services to the Buyenzi 

parish and the surrounding religious 

communities and parishes. Father 

Gérard takes excellent care of all 

paperwork and visas. 

The Gitega community is 

composed of Fathers Bernard Lesay 

(French), Walter Stark (German), 

Jean Bosco Ntihebuwayo (Burundi) 

and the stagiaire Emmanuel (Nige-

ria). We are involved in vocation 

Gitega
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Jean Bosco Ntihebuwayo

and missionary animation, school 

supervision, outreach and evan-

gelization in impoverished areas, 

support to surrounding parishes, 

responsibility within ASUMA Bu-

rundi. We are also learning the 

language, culture and customs (for 

the stagiaire), promotion of arte-

misia, a plant that reduces malaria 

(and whose virtues are that it is 

accessible, less expensive and ef-

fective without side effects), 

missionary service (printing press), 

etc. 

Challenges 

We could mention among others 

the proliferation of new religions 

and the competition for followers, 

the rise of Islam in the face of 

clergy who are not trained in the 

ministry of encounter and dialogue.  

In Burundi, 1960, 1965, 1972, 

1986, 1993, 2015 were years 

marked by bloody conflicts: there 

was no review for reconciliation 

and the construction of a lasting 

peace based on truth, forgiveness 

and conversion: it is a call to pro-

mote justice and peace, encounter 

and dialogue 

Our perspectives  

First of all, the return of the M. 

Afr propaedeutic to Burundi next 

year, but also the promotion of 

self-reliance at the local level, to 

see more appointments of young 

confreres and stagiaires in Burundi, 

to see the new M. Afr parish in 

Gitega become a reality: The Arch-

bishop has written twice, the con-

freres of the Sector and the Prov-

incial Council of the CAP have 

voted unanimously in favour of it. 

It is the ideal, even privileged, 

place to live and incarnate our 

charism and youth ministry in a 

broad, deep and prophetic sense. 

Thank you as we journey towards 

Easter.  
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Claude Rault, Jésus, l’homme de la rencon-
tre, ISBN 979-10-93441-28-3, Publications 
Chemin de Dialogue, Marseille, 2020, 277 
pages, 19 € 

This book is a new edition of the work pub-
lished in 2012, in Canada, in the collection 
"Voix monastiques" by the Cistercians of Val 
Notre-Dame Abbey where our confrere, then 
"bishop of the Algerian Sahara" preached a re-
treat from February 14 to 21, 2010. 

As noted on page 4 of the introduction, the author finds in the Gospel 
of John a strong motivation for a commitment to a life of relationship 
with Muslims, inspired by the example of Jesus, the Man of encounter, 
of profound interpersonal encounters as he emphasizes in several 
chapters of the book. 

This new edition includes the exact text with a new preface by Chris-
tophe Roucou, a priest of the Mission of France (pp. 7-11). It will be 
helpful for those confreres who want to deepen the Gospel of John in 
their daily meditation, and especially for an 8-day personal retreat be-
cause each of the 16 chapters is followed by good questions with the 
following purpose: "To deepen our prayer". 

For my part, I especially appreciate all the quotations from modern 
or contemporary authors that he uses in his commentary on the gospel. 
I noted 44 authors, some of whom are quoted several times: Maurice 
Zundel (7 times), Etty Hillesum (5 times), Teilhard de Chardin (4 times), 
France Quéré (3 times), etc. 

The author emphasizes the theology of the fourth gospel: the impor-
tance of faith. He notes: "The essential thing is not to understand, but to 
believe and to follow Jesus" (p. 164). He, therefore, insists on the per-
sonal relationship to be deepened with the teacher: to pass from knowl-
edge to love (p. 106). 

The book is also enriched with personal experiences and other quo-
tations from Scripture, especially from Paul. Out of stock in Canada, 
this book is now available in France. 

Guy Theunis 
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E
dwin Oduor Obare was 

born in Siaya, Nairobi, 

in the diocese of Ki-

sumu, on January 23, 1984, into a 

Christian family. He followed the 

normal formation of the Missiona-

ries of Africa. On August 15 2012, 

he entered the novitiate of the 

White Fathers in Kasama, Zambia. 

That was followed by a pasto-

ral experience in the DRCongo, a 

stage of 18 months. He then conti-

nued his theological studies at 

Tangaza College in Nairobi, 

Kenya. He took his Missionary 

Oath on November 23, 2018, in 

Nairobi, Kenya and was ordained 

a priest on June 29, 2019, with the 

motto of the Gospel of John 15, 

1ff: I am the vine, and you are the 

branches. 

In Burundi 

His first appointment was to 

the youth centre. He was also cu-

rate at Christ the King parish 

while assuming full responsibility 

for the Buvyukana station. He 

would discover the country gra-

dually before going to Bukavu for 

the annual retreat of the PAC. He 

went with Father Hugo Leinz, bur-

sar of the Burundi sector, on Ja-

nuary 5, 2020. Hugo returned to 

Burundi, and Fr. Edwin made his 

way to Kenya to greet his family. 

Edwin Oduor Obare 
1984 - 2021 

Born in:
Siaya, Kenya 

on 23/01/1984 

Sp Year:
Kasama, Zambie 

on 15/08/2012

Oath:
Nairobi, Kenya 

on 23/11/2018

Priesthood:
Nairobi, Kenya 

le 29/06/2019

Died at:
Murayi, Burundi 

on 09/06/2021
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He returned to Gitega on Fe-

bruary 5, 2020, and went to Mbo-

gora (a former WF parish) to learn 

the Kirundi language and culture. 

Then, in mid-May 2020, he wor-

ked full time at the youth centre in 

Gitega. However, he enjoyed 

going from time to time to cele-

brate masses in Swahili in 

Buyenzi parish in Bujumbura and 

at the Gatumba parish, bordering 

the DRC. His enthusiasm, creati-

vity and relationships, especially 

with the Kenyan Community in 

Burundi and elsewhere, opened up 

a wide range of projects for the 

youth centre. 

At a community meeting in late 

June 2020, Edwin announced that 

he would soon be leaving for Tan-

zania to defend the projects he had 

set up for the youth centre. The 

Community discussed and appro-

ved the trip. We kept in touch 

through WhatsApp; the Commu-

nity stayed updated about the 

lockdown and the prolonged de-

fence of the projects because 21 

people had to defend their pro-

jects, according to him. The 

Community welcomed everything 

and trusted him. 

 

Hospitalized in Kenya 

The Community would later 

learn that he was in Kenya to greet 

the family and return to the 

Community on October 2, 2020. 

Three days later, we learned that 

he was seriously ill and hospitali-

zed at Mater Hospital, Nairobi, 

Kenya, on a drip. We were 

shocked and amazed. The reports 

on his health informed us that he 

was experiencing "severe vomi-

ting, intolerance to food and abdo-

minal pain; he looked very ill.  He 

was diagnosed with pancreatitis. 

He had several medical exami-

nations, the most significant of 

which were on November 18, 

2020, and December 16, 2020, 

and then on January 16, 2021, and 

February 3, 2021, which led to the 

doctors' decision on March 8, 

2021, to authorize him to travel to 

Burundi at the end of March 2021. 

However, Edwin could not make 

it because his dad became ill with 

diabetes leading to the amputation 

of his toes. That was a hard blow 

for the family and especially for 

our confrere. He remained with 

his family for convalescence and 

support before returning to Bu-

rundi on April 28, 2021 for 6-
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month convalescence. The doctors 

in Nairobi had given him a lot of 

medicines for his liver, pancreas, 

intestines, etc., to accompany and 

support his recovery. According to 

the words of his EAP provincial, 

he also had to observe a great dis-

cipline regarding food and alco-

hol. 

Return to Burundi 

PAC the host province made 

adequate arrangements for his 

convalescence. In his May 12, 

2021 orientation note, the Provin-

cial of PAC told him: "What I am 

asking you to do now is to devote 

six months to learn Kirundi and 

Burundian culture and also to im-

prove your French language. It is 

very important to learn the lan-

guage”. 

The Community hired a teacher 

to teach him at home. Everything 

was going well. It is worth noting 

that the Community felt that there 

was little or no compliance with 

the Kenya doctors' directions, nor 

with that of the EAP provincial, 

whenever Edwin went out. Howe-

ver, the Community witnessed that 

Edwin was following the rules 

when in the house. 

The Community participated in 

a neighbour's funeral on June 4 at 

Good Shepherd Parish, where our 

Community is located. Edwin had 

informed us that he had been invi-

ted to a family only to come home 

late and not sober. He told us on 

the 5th that he would be attending 

a funeral in Rutana, a hundred ki-

lometres away. He returned very 

late. He came to the table on the 

6th at noon but could not eat. We 

learned later that he had gone to 

buy something to relieve the gas-

tric problems. 

On Monday, June 7, 2021, at 9 

pm, he felt the need to go to the re-

gional hospital in Gitega. While 

returning from Bujumbura, we 

met at our community gate. He 

said he didn't need to be accompa-

nied... Forty-five minutes later, I 

called him, and he told me he 

would be back soon. Finally, he 

returned at 2:00 am after being ad-

mitted.  

At 4:00 am on Tuesday, the 8th, 

he woke me up to take him to Be-

thany Hospital in Songa, where he 

was admitted at 4:30 am. Accor-

ding to tests done in Kenya some 

months earlier, he complained of 

burning pain in his stomach rela-
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ted to the pancreas. After some 

tests, the doctors decided to admit 

him to the hospital. 

The diagnosis was similar to 

what was diagnosed in Nairobi: 

acute blood infection related to 

pancreatic pain. The doctors asked 

us to bring the medicines from 

Kenya to see. He had plenty of it; 

some expired. 

The physicians did everything 

to temporarily calm the pain to the 

point that the head physician at 

Bethany Hospital told me, "We 

did everything we thought we 

could to contain the situation. If 

there is no visible improvement 

tomorrow, we will refer him to 

Bujumbura". And so it was. 

We left for Bujumbura at 8:30 

am on June 9. We passed through 

our Community in Gitega to col-

lect his passport from his room. 

We were two hundred meters from 

Murayi when Edwin started 

saying " incomprehensible " 

things. His eyes began to turn, his 

mouth shifting to the side. Suppor-

ted by two people, one on each 

side, he was immediately taken to 

the medical clinic in Murayi. A 

doctor tried his best, but Edwin's 

body became increasingly cold, 

which was a bad sign. Adrenalin 

was injected into him but to no 

avail. Our confrere was sleeping 

peacefully in the hands of his 

Creator. May God welcome him 

into his eternal home! 

Jean-Bosco Ntihebuwayo,
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E
ddie, as he was known 

to family and friends 

alike, was born in Cor-

ratober, Co. Cavan on the 4th 

March 1929. He was baptised the 

following day in the local parish 

church. He was the second eldest 

in a family of three girls and one 

boy. He came from a farming 

family background. He attended 

the local primary school but his 

life was turned upside down on 

the death of his father when he 

was just 7 years old. He went for 

a time to live with his uncle who 

was a parish priest nearby. Eddie 

was able to attend the local Di-

ocesan College for his secondary 

school education from 1941 to 

1946. He passed his Leaving Cer-

tificate Examination with honours 

and earned a scholarship to Uni-

versity. Eddie had to give up his 

university studies in 1948 due to 

difficult economic circumstances. 

These were difficult economic 

times in Ireland in the aftermath 

of the Second World War. Eddie 

got a job as a clerk in a local 

railway company. In 1952, he ap-

plied for and got the job of Town 

Clerk for Cavan Town. It was an 

important position in a small town. 

People saw a shrewd and caring 

man, squarely on the side of the 

good struggling country people. 

His manner in carrying out his 

duties was much appreciated. 

Edward Brady 
1929 - 2021 

Born in:
Cavan, Ireland 

on 04/03/1929

Sp Year:
Dorking, Great Britain 

on 09/08/1961

Oath:
Totteridge, Great Britain 

le 26/06/1965

Priesthood:
Killinagh, Ireland 

on 30/06/1966

Died at:
Dublin, Irlande 

on 11/07/2021
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However, on the 7th May 1958, 

while he was walking near the 

Cathedral in Cavan, he noticed an 

unusual amount of activity. He 

thought it was a big wedding but 

on enquiring, he found out it was 

an ordination. This was most un-

usual as ordinations in Ireland at 

that time were normally celebrated 

in the seminary. The men being 

ordained were Frs. Tom Bradley 

and Eugene Lewis. Eddie had been 

thinking of a missionary vocation 

for a number of years and had ex-

pressed an interest in joining the 

Columban Missionary Society who 

were working in China. But he 

had been put off by his parish- 

priest uncle who had bluntly told 

him that he was not strong enough 

for missionary work. Eddie con-

tacted Fr. Bernard D’Arcy who 

introduced him to the White 

Fathers. So it was that in September 

1959 Eddie passed through the 

gates of Blacklion, our Philosophy 

house for British and Irish students 

in Cavan, to begin his studies for 

the missionary priesthood.  

Eddie was over 30 years old 

when he joined the White Fathers. 

A ‘late vocation’ in the true sense 

of the word. Those involved in his 

formation agreed that Eddie inte-

grated very well with his younger 

colleagues. He followed the usual 

path for students in those days, 

two years of philosophy in Ireland, 

followed by a year’s novitiate in 

Broome Hall, Dorking, England 

and then four years of theology in 

Totteridge, north London. All dur-

ing his time of formation, the re-

ports of the staff were unanimously 

positive and words such as mature, 

balanced, sound judgement, and 

generous frequently occur. One 

father wrote that “with all his kind-

ness and humility, he is nobody’s 

fool and will not be pushed around, 

nor be a slave to human respect.” 

His genuine and unostentatious 

piety as well as his love of poverty 

and practice of it were also noted. 

Eddie took his Missionary Oath 

on the 29th June 1965 in Totteridge. 

His ordination took place in the 

Parish Church of Killinagh, near 

our college in Blacklion, on the 

30th June 1966. This was another 

first as not only did it take place 

within the local community but it 

was also celebrated in English, 

one of the first fruits of the Second 

Vatican Council. 

Round trips Europe-Tanzania 

Despite a strong recommenda-

tion that he be sent to the missions 

straightaway because of his age, 
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Eddie’s first appointment was to 

Totteridge as bursar. However, in 

January 1967, he arrived in Tan-

zania and began the study of Swa-

hili in the Language Centre of Ki-

palapala. In January 1968, he was 

teaching in the junior seminary of 

Ujiji on the shores of Lake Tan-

ganyika. In 1971, he returned to 

look after our 1st cycle students 

in Dublin shortly after Blacklion 

closed. The following year he trans-

ferred to our newly opened house 

in Longford for missionary pro-

motion work. In 1974, he took the 

opportunity to complete his degree 

which he had been forced to aban-

don in 1948. In June 1976, he re-

turned to Kasangezi in the Diocese 

of Kigoma as curate. A number of 

health problems began to emerge 

particularly with his eyes. He was 

appointed to Ireland in June 1980 

for promotion work. However, he 

was not in great shape and many 

people thought that Africa was 

over for him. But Eddie was not 

about to sit around and “twiddle 

his thumbs”. He as always focussed 

on the poor, the widow and orphan 

and those on the margins of society. 

While there was a lot of emphasis 

on development projects such as 

irrigation schemes, improving 

health services, Eddie was con-

cerned with the sick child, the 

cripple, the leper and how best to 

help them. With this in mind he 

set about setting up Africa Com-

passionate Aid which would help 

the most vulnerable directly with 

the minimum of intermediaries. 

He also got involved with Amnesty 

International and their campaign 

to support prisoners of conscience. 

It meant that he wrote thousands 

of letters written in his very dis-

tinctive, spidery hand writing.  

In 1987, Eddie was feeling much 

better and asked to return to Tan-

zania. As he could not drive because 

of his eyesight, any appointment 

would need careful consideration. 

In the event he was appointed to 

Singida town. Much of his time 

was spent visiting the local hospital. 

Walking everywhere became a 

great contact with the local people. 

In 1990, he was appointed to 

Ilongero where our confrere, Albert 

Bolle, was Parish Priest. Bolle was 

a great builder and had a fleet of 

lorries travelling every day from 

the parish to outstations where 

construction work was taking place. 

Eddie used to hitch a ride with the 

builders who would drop him off 

at an outstation on the way. Eddie 

was happy to spend the day with 

the people, celebrating the Euchar-
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ist, hearing confessions, attending 

the local parish council. If there 

was time, he would walk to the 

next village and repeat the process. 

He would be picked up by the 

parish lorries returning to the 

mission at the end of the day. 

Eddie returned for home leave in 

1992 and he did the Session/Retreat 

in Jerusalem in March 1992. He 

returned to Tanzania but to a dif-

ferent diocese. He served in Nya-

kato Parish, Mwanza Diocese, and 

Nzera (Geita Diocese) before being 

appointed to the Parish of Kabanga, 

Kigoma Diocese in October of 

1995, This was an old established 

parish with a busy mission. The 

Medical Missionaries of Mary had 

founded a hospital which was now 

in the hands of a local congregation. 

Eddie became very involved in 

both the physical and spiritual wel-

fare of the sick. His benefactors 

continued to support him and he 

was able to help poor people receive 

treatments which included paying 

them a small sum when they left 

hospital so that they could buy 

food and pay for their journey 

home. In later years, he was also 

supporting a group of psychiatric 

patients in a hospital run by the 

Brothers of Charity in Muramba.  

Back to Ireland 

Eddie returned to Ireland in No-

vember 2013. He intended to return 

to Kabanga but he was prevailed 

upon to remain at home and do 

some missionary promotion work. 

However, his heart was still in Ka-

banga and he continued his hand-

written letters to his benefactors 

and friends. He was not into modern 

methods of communication, so his 

niece helped him to send and re-

ceive emails. It should be men-

tioned that the treasurers in Dublin 

and Dar es Salaam and later on in 

Rome did sterling work in making 

sure that the considerable sums of 

money sent out reached their in-

tended goals.   

During his final years, Eddie 

remained an active member of the 

community. He took part in all the 

spiritual and recreational activities 

of the house. He celebrated Mass 

for small group of people who at-

tended daily Mass in our chapel 

and on Sundays for a group of re-

tired sisters. They tell us how they 

loved his homilies especially the 

stories. Eddie’s decline began more 

or less with the outbreak of the 

Covid-19 pandemic. His had prob-

lems with his heart, stomach and 

eyes which meant many visits to 
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clinics where he was often greeted 

like a long lost friend. His mobility 

decreased and he was confined to 

the house. Eventually he had to be 

helped to come to the chapel, 

dining room, and community meet-

ings. His mind remained clear right 

up to the end. In March 2021, he 

was diagnosed with cancer of the 

oesophagus. A stent was inserted 

to help with swallowing but he 

could only manage a liquid diet 

for the last four months of his life.  

His last days 

On the 27th June 2021, he was 

found in a semi-conscious state in 

his room and he was taken to hos-

pital. It had become obvious over 

the previous months that Eddie 

now needed more specialist care 

and so with his agreement, he was 

admitted to a Nursing Home run 

by the St. Joseph of Cluny Sisters. 

He arrived there on the 8th July. 

He was in good spirits and had a 

visit from members of his family. 

However, on Sunday 11th July the 

nursing home informed us that 

Eddie had taken a turn for the 

worst. Two confreres immediately 

went out to sit with him. He was 

already in a coma. A second group 

of confreres went out at lunch 

time. As they were about to leave 

at about 6.00pm, Eddie died peace-

fully.  

In his conversations with his 

sister, Eddie had indicated his wish 

to be buried “with his people”. 

His body was waked in our chapel 

in Cypress Grove on the 14th July.  

After a simple funeral mass for 

members of the community the 

following morning, his mortal re-

mains were taken to his home par-

ish of Castletara, where after a fu-

neral mass celebrated by Fr. John 

O’Donoghue with the homily 

preached by Fr. Sean O’Leary, he 

was buried close to his parents. 

Covid-19 restrictions played a big 

part in the organisation of the fu-

neral with numbers being severely 

restricted.  

In his homily at the Funeral 

Mass, Fr. Sean O’Leary stressed 

that Fr. Eddie was above all a man 

of God and a man of prayer. “He 

did not simply talk the talk, he 

also walked the walk…his life of 

prayer was integrated with his life 

of action and indeed inspired his 

action.” Eddie was a lifelong 

member of the Pioneer Total Ab-

stinence Association which meant 

he prayed daily for those afflicted 

by alcoholism and other addictions. 

Whenever he changed his clothes, 
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he made sure that the Pioneer pin 

occupied its place of honour on 

his lapel.  

His will 

In leaving the last word to Eddie 

himself, he wrote a letter to priests 

and religious of Kigoma regarding 

the outcome of the Diocesan Synod 

in 2014. He urged them to “help 

the poor, the sick, those living 

alone by providing for their needs 

such as food, clothes, medical treat-

ment as Pope Francis stresses in 

his various messages.” He also 

proposed a special apostolate to 

lapsed Christians (youth and of 

all ages) – not condemning but in-

viting them with love as Jesus did. 

These people will not attend sem-

inars or join our organisations. We 

must go to them in love. He also 

urged them to abandon all clerical 

and seeking of status as well as 

costly celebrations. The practical 

implementations of such measures 

will be difficult but “we can be 

sure that if we make the effort 

(which can be painful) we will be 

guided by the Holy Spirit and we 

will reap a splendid harvest.”  

Ian Buckmaster 
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O
n the morning of De-

cember 7, 2021, our 

brother René Dionne 

passed away at the Ramón y Cajal 

hospital in Madrid. Our thanks to 

the hospital's medical team, to the 

staff of the Caser residence where 

René lived the last months of his 

life, to Pilar and Tina for all their 

care and friendship, to the col-

leagues from the Madrid commu-

nity who made the last months of 

his life more bearable in these 

times of pandemic. 

When I remember his life the 

words of Jesus come to my mind, 

words that we read in the Gospel 

of Matthew: “Come, good and 

humble servant, because you were 

faithful in little things, I will put 

you in front of much: the joy of 

your Lord”. The Lord must have 

said them thinking of people like 

René. 

A title of Graham Green's works, 

The Quiet American, also comes 

to my mind, and it reminds me of 

René's long life in Spain. To para-

phrase it a bit, René could rightly 

repeat the words of Cardinal La-

vigerie on Africa: “I have loved 

everything about Spain, my country 

of mission: the culture, the lan-

guage, the mysticism of Saint John 

of the Cross and Saint Teresa of 

Avila, the paintings from the Prado 

Museum”. But not everything: he 

never liked football, or bullfighting, 

René Dionne 
1934 - 2021 

Born in:
Bradley, USA 

on 08/04/1934

Sp Year:
Alexandria Bayle, USA 

on 05/09/1956

Oath:
Carthage, Tunisia 

on 27/06/1960

Priesthood:
Carthage, Tunisia 

on 27/01/1961

Died at:
Madrid, Spain 

on 07/12/2021



OBITUARIES

180

or our loud talking, and probably 

not garlic soup either! 

A well-known English writer 

said that man is a creature of habit. 

So was René. To begin with, we 

can remember the end of each day 

of his life in the community of 

Madrid. Every day of the year, 

weekdays or holidays, at ten o'clock 

at night, he would collect his things 

from the phone booth, lock the 

doors, turn off the lights in the 

house, go through the chapel to 

pray the rosary, and retire to his 

bedroom. But the day was not yet 

over for him: in the United States 

the day was still young and he 

took advantage of the quiet of the 

night to communicate with his 

family and acquaintances and to 

keep abreast of events in his native 

country. 

Apart from a brief stay in Ta-

male, Ghana, René's missionary 

life can be summarized in three 

main stages: The United States, 

Italy and Spain. It is not surprising, 

then, that René was a great con-

noisseur and lover of the culture, 

literature and art of Christian Eu-

rope. 

In the United States 

He was born on April 8, 1934 

in Bradley, Illinois, United States 

to a solid Catholic family of five 

brothers and sisters. He made the 

novitiate with the Missionaries of 

Africa in 1956 in Alexandria Bay 

and continued his theological 

formation in Carthage, Tunisia. 

There he was ordained a priest on 

January 27, 1961. From that date 

until 1972, René served the prov-

ince of the White Fathers in Wash-

ington D.C., U.S.A. as secretary, 

counselor and editor of their maga-

zine.  

In Italy  

In 1972, René began his Italian 

period at the Generalate in Rome. 

There he remained until 1980 of-

fering his talents as a methodical 

worker in the secretariat and in 

the documentation service, with 

the hiatus of a sabbatical (1978) 
Rome, Italy
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in Dublin to write his book The 

Catalysts. 

In Spain 

René arrived in Madrid in 1980 

and he remained there until the 

end of his life, apart from a pro-

longed stay in Canada and the 

United States in 1987 to write the 

memoirs of Father McCoy. In Mad-

rid, he collaborated in the CIDAF 

and was director and editor-in-

chief of our magazine Africana 

(1989-1997), and took care of the 

ministry and service of the sick in 

recent years. 

René's life was a magisterium 

of the little things necessary to 

build the human community and 

the Kingdom of God. He did not 

give many sermons in his priestly 

and missionary ministry but his 

life was a total homily. One of 

René's favorite jobs was to attend 

to the community phone and re-

ception service. At 7 in the evening 

he would settle down at the table 

with his small radio to listen to a 

Classical Music Radio station, the 

magnifying glass necessary to read, 

a good assortment of readings 

(Petit Echo, Texts from Cardinal 

Lavigerie, some classic spirituality 

book and, occasionally, The New 

Yorker). At ten o'clock at night he 

closed doors and turned off the 

lights in the house. The phone 

booth was his workshop, the ex-

tension of his library, his National 

Music Auditorium and the chapel 

where he used to pray the rosary. 

René was a lover of good cinema 

(he liked to see the premieres in 

original language at the Renoir 

Cinema on Narvaez Street), as 

well as being a good musician: in 

Carthage he created and directed 

a small choir to sing Spiritual Gos-

pel Songs from his native country. 

Another of René's community 

services was setting up the dining 

room tables to help out and lend a 

hand to the kitchen staff. Faithfully 

and daily, work days or holidays. 

It was his daily gift to the com-

munity. It is no wonder the love 

and friendship the kitchen staff 

had for him over the years. 

Madrid, Spain
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René was also the friend, the 

caregiver and the priest of the sick 

neighbours of our house on Calle 

Menorca 3. He visited them, 

brought them communion and, 

above all, created bonds of deep 

friendship with all of them. On 

the other hand, he also took care 

of the sick in our community and 

accompanied them to medical vi-

sits. In words said to a colleague, 

“caring for the sick was the com-

munity service that he liked the 

most”. And he was faithful to it 

while his physical strength allowed 

him to do so. 

Another very professional ser-

vice that René carried out for many 

years was the linguistic preparation 

in English of the students who 

were leaving for their novitiate in 

England. He was their teacher and 

professor but also a friend for the 

rest of their life. Although he never 

mentioned it, René had a BA (Bach-

elor of Arts) in Literature and Phil-

osophy from Marquette University, 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA. 

A teacher of small things, René 

also did important things in the 

Society of the Missionaries of Af-

rica. In addition to his work as a 

documentary expert in Rome and 

Madrid, he was director of the US 

White Fathers’ magazine, of Spain’s 

magazine Africana and a collab-

orator of CIDAF, René has left us 

two written books that are classics 

in our little missionary history: 

"The Catalysts", a commentary on 

the missionary charism to help the 

modern evangelizer, with poetic 

reflections and full of quotes taken 

from the cultures and religions of 

the world. The second was “Great 

Things Happen. A personal memoir. 

Remigius F. McCoy M.Afr.”. It is 

the story of a Missionary of Africa 

of American origin and one of the 

first missionaries with the Dagaabas 

and the Sissalas in northern Ghana. 

To finish, I would like to recall 

some words taken from his book 

The Catalysts (p.256): “What is 

the END, what is the BEGIN-

NING? It can be said that death. 

True, it is the end of many things. 

But it is also the beginning: the 

beginning of LIFE”. 

Brother and friend René, we 

wish you peace in the LIFE of 

God, in the arms of the Lord. 

 

Juan José Osés
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C
laude Galmiche was 

born on May 24, 1925, 

in Dabrowa-Gornicza, 

Poland, where his father worked 

as an engineer in the Silesian coal 

mines. He was the fourth of seven 

children. Upon returning to France, 

the family settled in the Vosges, 

the family's home. Claude began 

his secondary education at the Col-

lège de la Malgrange in Nancy 

before continuing his studies in 

Dijon and Le Puy-en-Velay where 

his father had been transferred to 

the Firminy steelworks in the Loire. 

It was there he met Fr. Marcel Pa-

ternot, a White Father, and felt 

drawn to become a White Father. 

He had always thought about a 

missionary vocation. He would 

later say that he chose the Mission-

aries of Africa because of their in-

ternational community life. His 

parents rejoiced at his choice of 

vocation, and his formators en-

couraged him in it. He was, there-

fore, ready to join the Society of 

Missionaries of Africa.  

He started his formation in Sep-

tember 1943 in Béruges (near Poi-

tiers), where the philosophy sem-

inary had taken refuge because 

Kerlois was under occupation by 

the German army. However, since 

it was impossible to go to North 

Claude Galmiche 
1925-2022

Born in:
Dąbrowa Górnicza 

on 24/05/1925
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Oath:
Thibar, Tunisie 

on 29/06/1949

Priesthood:
Carthage, Tunisie 

on 01/02/1950

Died at:
Tassy, France 

on 07/01/2022
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Africa in 1945, he did the first 

year of theology in Altkirch, Alsace, 

before joining the novitiate at Mai-

son-Carrée. He completed his theo-

logical formation in Thibar and 

Carthage in Tunisia. His formators 

underlined his piousness and his 

skill in manual work. He was spon-

taneous in his relationships and 

pleasant in the community, even 

though he was somewhat unstable 

and could not stay in one place. 

Though he was found to be rather 

young, he was admitted to the oath 

on June 29, 1949, and ordained to 

the priesthood in Carthage on Feb-

ruary 1, 1950. 

34 years in the Diocese  
of Chipata 

He was appointed to Fort Jame-

son (Chipata) in Northern Rhodesia 

(Zambia). Like all confreres as-

signed to the British Empire terri-

tories, Claude first had to undergo 

a formation course in Claughton-

Hall, England, to be initiated into 

the British language, culture and 

civilization. In 1951, he left for 

Chipata, where he spent 34 years. 

He learnt Chichewa and worked 

in several parishes: Naviruli, Chi-

kungu, Chassa, Kanyanga, Lumezi. 

People still remember him, es-

pecially in the Lwanga Valley, 

where he spent 17 years in the 

parish of Chikowa.  

His enthusiasm, kindness and 

love for the people made the popu-

lation accept him. He enjoyed visit-

ing the villages. He was easy to 

approach, mastered the language, 

and was received well by the 

people. He was in charge of the 

material aspects of the mission, 

and he devoted himself to it, even 

if his confreres would have pre-

ferred him to be more involved in 

the apostolate. On the other hand, 

he spent a lot of time hunting... 

"to provide meat for the people". 

He was especially interested in the 

material life of the population and 

invested a lot in agricultural de-

velopment and the drilling of wells. 

He started a rural cooperative and 

developed the Boy Scouts Move-

ment. He participated in the Thirty 

Day retreat in 1959 and followed 

the refresher course at l'Arbresle 

in 1976. 

During the revolt in 1964 of 

the Lumpa Church founded by 

Alice Lenshina he became involved 

first as an army chaplain and then 

in the committee for the rehabili-

tation of the sect members. Presi-

dent Kaunda then decorated him 

with Member of Distinguished Ser-
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vices of Zambia. He was honoured 

with the Golden Jubilee Medal in 

2014 on the 50th anniversary of 

Zambia's independence. In 1981, 

the French government awarded 

him the medal of Chevalier de 

l'Ordre du Mérite National for his 

work in development. 

His last function in the Diocese 

was as Director of Development 

for the Diocese. He used his skills 

to reach out to the people, both 

officially and among the ordinary 

villagers. He also took on building 

a centre for the physically chal-

lenged for the Cheshire Homes 

Society of Zambia. He moved 

around a lot and worked so hard 

that his health was affected, and 

his spine could not withstand the 

bad roads of the bush. He left 

Zambia for good in 1984.  

Many years in Europe 

As soon as he recovered from 

surgery, he was available to render 

various services in our commu-

nities, first as bursar in Lyon, then 

in Lublin, Poland, where he was 

in charge of the bursar's office 

and worked on the formation team. 

Claude was almost 65 years old 

and was studying the language! 

The confreres in Lublin still re-

member him and the willingness 

to share his missionary enthusiasm. 

He returned to France after six 

years and was appointed to Tou-

louse as a contact man for the 

friends of the White Fathers. He 

also assumed the responsibility of 

the bursar’s office and that of 

acting superior of the community. 

Claude changed since he left 

Africa. Though he had always 

been on the move, he had to adapt 

https://mafrsaprovince.com/2014/10/25/5

0th-independence-anniversary-honours-

and-awards/
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to a more sedentary life. He was 

ready to render all kinds of services. 

He did some pastoral work. The 

community became more important 

in his life, and the confreres ap-

preciated his fraternal presence. 

However, he started to get tired 

quickly; everything weighed on 

him and made him anxious and 

insecure. He then asked to join a 

community of elderly confreres. 

In 2000, he was appointed to 

the retirement home in Tassy, where 

he continued to render various ser-

vices. Since the Province decided 

to hand over the house to a civil 

institution (the Fédération de l’En-

traide sociale), the confreres grad-

ually left Tassy and were replaced 

by laypeople. But Claude was 

happy there and asked to remain, 

especially since several family 

members lived in the region. As 

the only priest in the house, he 

presided over the liturgies for the 

residents and those from the sur-

rounding area; he welcomed peni-

tents for the sacrament of recon-

ciliation. They all appreciated his 

kindness and his counsel. His care-

fully prepared homilies were greatly 

appreciated. He prayed the rosary 

every day in front of a replica of 

the grotto in Lourdes, although as 

he grew older, he went first with a 

walking stick, then with a walking 

frame, despite his two artificial 

hips. This daily pilgrimage was 

important to him. 

Last White Father in Tassy 

Claude gradually became 

weaker and, with no specific illness 

or disability, he felt that the end 

was coming. On January 7, he had 

lunch with everyone in the dining 

room and then retired to his room. 

When he did not come out for his 

daily pilgrimage, they went to his 

room and found him collapsed in 

his chair with an engaging smile 

on his face. He left peacefully at 

the age of 96. His last words were 

recorded in the journal where he 

kept his notes: "I feel lost... I am 

ready for the great departure... Into 

your hands, Lord, I place my spirit”.  

The funeral ceremony took place 

in the chapel of Tassy on January 

13, in the presence of several con-

freres from Paris and Marseille, 

members of his family, residents 

and employees of the retirement 

home, and friends from the region. 

As he had requested, the remains 

were taken to Le Thillot, Diocese 

of Saint-Dié, and buried with his 

parents.   

François Richard 
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P
hilippe was born in 
Bruges into a large family 
on February 24, 1932. He 

studied humanities at the Jesuits 
in Aalst as an intern. He joined 
the White Fathers in Boechout in 
September 1952, then did his no-
vitiate in Varsenare and theology 
in Heverlee. On July 5, 1958, he 
took his missionary oath and was 
ordained a priest on February 2, 
1959. Philippe was greatly ap-
preciated for his rich and cheerful 
character and enthusiasm. He was 
spontaneous and straightforward; 
he had a heart of gold, was very 
generous and was a hard worker. 
He was very much at ease in com-
munity and very helpful. He was 

operated on for a malignant tumour 
but at the same time was able to 
be entrusted with responsibility of 
the bursar's office in Thy-le-Châ-
teau. 

Alternation Rwanda - Belgium 

He left for Byumba (Rwanda) 
in October 1961. After learning 
the language, he was appointed 
professor of Latin and Greek at 
the minor seminary of Rwesero. 
He was part of the team that 
founded Burehe in July 1963. Two 
years later he was appointed su-
perior in Muyanza. After returning 
from home leave in November 
1968, Philippe was appointed parish 

Philippe De Vestele 
1932 - 2021 

Born in:
Brugges, Belgium 

on 24/02/1932
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Varsenare, Belgium  

on 08/09/1954
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Heverlee, Belgium 

on 05/07/1958

Pries-

thood:

Heverlee, Belgium 

 on 02/02/1959 

Died at:
Brugge, Belgium 

on 31/12/2021
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priest of Nyagahanga, where he 
closely followed up the basic Chris-
tian communities and trained their 
leaders. In January 1974, Philippe 
returned to Muyanza as curate, 
where he developed the outstations.  

Animator in Belgium 

After sixteen years of missionary 
work, Philippe was called back to 
Belgium for missionary animation 
in the youth centre "Blauwe Torre" 
that was built in Varsenare. Philippe 
threw himself into it with enthusi-
asm: preaching in parishes, days 
of recollection with youth groups, 
conferences in parishes and schools, 
retreats for young people (Philippe 
himself animated 118 of them), 
and audio visual evening presen-
tations about mission. In 1979 he 
organized two weeks of "universal 
ecclesial experiences" within the 
context of pastoral tourism in Oos-
tende. Meanwhile, he kept up a 
lively correspondence with 
Rwanda, encouraged Amnesty In-
ternational to intervene in Rwanda 
in favour of political prisoners, he 
found time at the end of 1981 to 
discover Algeria and Tunisia, and 
collaborated with the Missionary 
Centre "Kontinenten" in Kortrijk. 
On January 1, 1982, the missionary 
animation centre in Varsenare was 
inaugurated, thus accomplishing 

his dream. 

Upon returning to Rwanda at 
the beginning of October 1983 
Philippe was appointed parish priest 
in Nyagahanga. In December, he 
resumed his bi-annual letters to 
his family and friends (in which 
he never forgot his bank account 
number). Nyagahanga was also re-
sponsible for the recent population 
settlements along the Akagera Na-
tional Park: "No roads, no supplies, 
no health facilities, only misery 
and extreme poverty". Philippe 
built a community hall there. In 
1982, he prolonged his home leave 
because of severe kidney problems. 
However, he returned with a good 
kidney to Mushaka (diocese of 
Cyangugu) at the end of February 
1988. He initiated a youth congress 

Akagera National Park
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that had a substantial impact on 
the young people who participated 
in large numbers and, at the same 
time, led to the repair of all the 
school buildings (164 classrooms). 
Philippe fell off his motorcycle in 
early 1990: he needed three metal 
rods and two belts to move around 
on crutches. Philippe, like all of 
us, was surprised by the attack of 
the Rwandan Patriotic Front from 
Uganda after the visit of Pope John 
Paul II towards the end of 1990. 
The White Fathers later handed 
over the Mushaka mission to the 
local clergy in April 1992. 

Work with Refugees  
and Displaced Persons 

Philippe was sent to Rusumo 
in the Diocese of Kibungo on the 
border with Tanzania. Upon his 
arrival, refugees from Burundi, 
who were expelled from Tanzania, 
arrived in Rusumo, along with dis-
placed persons from the north of 
the country. When he returned 
from medical leave in mid-1992, 
he was charged with reviving the 
parish of Rukomo in the northwest 
of the country, a parish bombed 
by the RPF and looted by the 
Rwandan army of which the ma-
jority of the population was in 
camps. He would work from the 
parish of Kiziguro, assisted by an 
Italian confrere. In August, the 

Arusha Accords were signed, and 
in principle, one million displaced 
persons could return home.  

On April 6, 1994, President Ha-
byarimana's plane was shot down, 
which saw Rukomo taken by the 
RPF. "The population is clinging 
to us. We are a moral support for 
the people." The church was filled 
each time during Holy Week. When 
Philippe arrived in Zaventem on 
May 5, 1994, he said, "The RPF 
deceived us. On Monday, the rebels 
took us away against our will. 
They claimed that they wanted to 
take us to a safe place but instead, 
they took us to the Ugandan border. 
We were inconvenient witnesses 
to the situation". Philippe did not 
yet know that he would never see 
his second homeland again… 

Philippe took charge of our stu-
dent hostel "Karibu" in Leuven. 
He gave many testimonies, preach-
ing and conferences on the suffer-
ings of the Rwandan people "while 
waiting for my return"... In Sep-
tember 1996, Philippe was asked 
to join our Amani project. "I was 
asked to serve in the pastoral care 
of Africans in Brussels". He joined 
our community in the rue Mérode 
and the Amani project, founded 
by Father Karel Stuer and incor-
porated into the Archdiocese's Of-
fice for Foreigners. It is a place 
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where Africans meet, gather, come 
to pray and celebrate; it prepares 
students for their examinations and 
intervenes in emergencies. "Amani-
Info" was born.  European families 
hosted African children during the 
school holidays. Philippe accom-
panied some Africans to the World 
Youth Day. He was also appointed 
a member of the Provincial Council. 
In 1999, the community moved to 
the Boulevard Clovis and assured 
the service of the public chapel of 
Saint-Michel. Amani participated 
in the international exhibition of 
Christmas cribs in the cathedral 

every year. In June 2009, he cel-
ebrated his golden jubilee in the 
Saint-Boniface church in Ixelles, 
filled for the occasion. 

Last stage: Varsenare 

Philippe was appointed our com-
munity superior in Varsenare in 
April 2010. He carried out this 
task generously until July 2013. 
He was the focal point of the 
annual BAND meetings during 
this period, which attracted several 
hundred PB family members and 
friends for many years. He was 
highly appreciated as a celebrant 
in the parishes of Bruges and its 
surroundings. He remained an ac-
tive member of the community, 
helpful and always enthusiastic, 
until the last weeks when the body 
could no longer support him. Spiri-
tually he said he was ready. Philippe 
passed away peacefully in his room 
in Varsenare on Friday morning, 
December 31, 2021, after a few 
days of palliative care in the com-
munity. On January 7, 2022, the 
funeral took place in St. Maurice 
parish church in Varsenare, fol-
lowed by the burial in our cem-
etery. 

Jef Vleugels 

Varsenare, Belgium
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Missionaries of Africa

Father Gaston Wiltgen of the Diocese of Luxembourg, Luxem-
bourg, who died in Bry-sur-Marne, France, on the 4th of March 2022, 
at the age of 89 years of which 64 years of missionary life in Burkina 
Faso, Luxembourg and France. 

Father David Cullen of the Diocese of Westminster, Great Britain, 
who died in London, Great Britain, on the 10th of March 2022, at the 
age of 90 years, of which 63 years of missionary life in Italy, Malawi, 
Zambia and Great Britain. 

Father Engelbert Degünther of the Diocese of Mainz, Germany, 
who died in Trier, Germany, on the 11th March 2022, at the age of 83, 
of which 55 years of missionary life in Congo D.R. and Germany. 

Father Frans Devillé of the Diocese of Hasselt, Belgium, who died 
in Brugge, Belgium, on the the 12th of March 2022, aged 92, of which 
68 years of missionary life in Burundi, Burkina Faso, Italy and Belgium. 

Father Piet Verkleij of the Diocese of Rotterdam, Netherlands, who 
died in Horn, Nederland, on the 14th March 2022, at the age of 84 years, 
of which 59 years of missionary life in Zambia and the Netherlands.. 

Father Adrián Jiménez Segura of the Diocese of Granada, Spain, 
who died in Madrid, Spain, on the the 21th of March 2022, aged 82, of 
which 54 years of missionary life in Congo R.D., Tanzania and Spain.
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