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The front page of this issue shows the 
Monarch butterfly. This large butterfly is fa-
mous for its large-scale migrations in the 
Americas. Monarch butterflies are in some 
ways migrants, as are most of the people 
who live on this vast, diverse and histori-
cally complex continent. With such a di-
verse population, the face of the mission 
responds to religious diversity and the 
breakdown of a unitary identity model.  

Today we are more aware than in the past 
that culture is the matrix in which each of us 
realises his/her humanity; we understand 
better now that the incarnation of the Son of 
God is not only a biological phenomenon; 
God's entry into our humanity is not only an 
entry into human "flesh", but also into a his-
tory, into a culture. 

The General Chapter is a time of grace so 
that the energy of the Risen One - the word 
and act of salvation - can still be incarnated 
in the same way in the life of our dear So-
ciety, not in an abstract and intellectual way, 
but through the patient work of transforma-
tion that it operates in the heart of each one 
of us, and in the heart of the peoples who 
welcome us.
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There is no structure that is set in stone like some marble monolith. 
Structures in our Society have always evolved because of circumstances 
and the number of confreres available for mission. Of course, changes 
that are made can affect people in different ways. In the last 4 issues of 
the Petit Echo we have been able to discover the richness of some of 
our Mega Provinces and the ministry of the confreres working there. At 
times, we may indeed wonder just how to animate some of these Prov-
inces covering many countries and of course vast distances. Leadership 
has always meant being close to the confreres in their life and ministry, 
being concerned for their wellbeing and importantly being on the spot 
whenever possible. It can happen that such closeness may well have suf-
fered when many Provinces were brought together into one entity. The 
main idea of course was to save on personal involved in administration 
so as to make more confreres available for pastoral ministry. Has this 
really been achieved or have the Sectors taken on the aspect of a Prov-
ince with all its trappings? That of course would depend on the specific 
Provinces in question. 

In this issue we will look at the AMS Province, or to give it its full 
title the Province of the Americas. When this restructuring in North and 
South America took place this 
Province covered two continents 
and of course four different offi-
cial languages and many different 
time zones. The countries making 
up the new Province were, Ca-
nada, Brazil, Mexico and the 
United States. For the Provincial 
being based in Montreal Canada, 
travelling would mean long haul 
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flights of many hours. For the Provincial traveling to Brazil would take 
a minimum of ten hours and then there would be onward flights. So, in 
many ways, the task seemed enormous. However as of last year, after 
many years of presence, we have officially pulled out of Brazil. For-
tunately, we still have two Brazilian confreres, one has been working in 
Mexico for some years and the other one will soon be taking up an ap-
pointment in the Unites States. For the last number of years, the Prov-
ince has good Provincial Delegates in the States, Canada and Mexico 
and there has been a deep and meaningful collaboration in this leader-
ship team enhanced by zoom meetings, WhatsApp conversations, and 
of course whenever possible, before COVID, by well-prepared Provin-
cial Councils where the Delegates and Councillors could meet in per-
son. 

A little bit of history 

Before having a glimpse of just what the following pages have in 
store for us, it is of course worth noting that the major player in this part 
of the world had been Canada which had begun officially, as a Province 
in 1943. The United States began as a Pro- Province in 1948 before be-
coming a fully-fledged Province in 1967. Brazil and Mexico were new  
foundations since the mid-eighties. Canada of course had been a large 
vibrant Province with well over 300 confreres at its height (though the 
majority would be French speaking). The United States in a rather 
prophetic way, because of its small number of indigenous confreres, re-
lied on confreres from beyond its shores to help both in leadership and 
in missionary animation. This in its own way would foreshadow how 
the Society is called to work in a more multicultural way both in AMS 
and also in Europe as a whole, as it does in Africa. At the present time 
in AMS, the Provincial is Canadian, the Provincial Delegate for the 
States is Burkinabe, the Provincial Delegate for Mexico is Malian and 
the Provincial Delegate for Canada is a Filipino. 

If we were to look at these 2 older Provinces we might well ask the 
question concerning present day vocations. The answer is simple and 
straightforward there are none. The last confrere to take his oath in the 
Society in Canada was James Calder in 2006; the last missionary of Af-
rica confrere to take his oath in the States was Paul Reilly in 2014. Bas-
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ing ourselves on that, alone the future looks bleak. In Canada and the 
States, the confreres are elderly and, dare we say, at startling rate de-
creasing in numbers. Is there any hope for the future? Is there any 
glimpse of life in this Province???? We may indeed wonder but glancing 
through these pages you will see some very vibrant signs of life which 
bring joy and hope. We can be sure that the amazing missionary legacy 
left by our Canadian and American confreres has not been squandered. 
Their dreams and their love of Africa live on in the younger confreres 
who at present are continuing to live our truly intercultural ideal in North 
America whit the vitality of our missionary charism today.  

Is there any hope for the future of the province? 

We only need to look at our community in Washington where the 
confreres are all involved in a variety of ministries reaching out to the 
homeless, to migrants and more. Above all the Sector of the United 
States is particularly committed to the ministry of justice and peace for, 
and with, the people of Africa. This has been translated into a dedicated 
lobbying and advocacy work with the Africa Faith and Justice Network 
(AFJN) since 1983. In fact, AFJN has become one of the most credible 
faith-based organizations in Washington, DC, with its unique perspec-
tive on African issues. Our confrere Barthélémy Bazemo is highly ap-
preciated for his expertise and experience in the important role he plays 
in this institution. Then, of course, we have the famous Washington 
Fund (development fund), which has helped numerous confreres in Af-
rica in various small projects. We have also set up in recent years a par-
ish in a multicultural setup in Brooklyn, New York. Then we have our 
confreres Emmanuel Barongo who shares his experience of learning 
Spanish and being a member of our community in Guadalajara where 
he feels more and more at home in this missionary project. Guadalajara 
is also our First-Phase formation centre where at the moment there are 
a number of candidates. Indeed, these are vibrant signs of life that gives 
great hope for the future of the Province. In his article about the re-
nowned Centre Afrika in Montreal, our confrere Serge St-Arneault, at 
66 years of age, is one of the youngest Canadian confreres, fortunately 
there are younger dynamic confreres (though not Canadian) to fill the 
ranks. He sees that our greatest asset is our intercultural identity within 
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the local Church. This is especially so in the Centre Afrika with its 
strong commitment to inter-religious dialogue. Sometimes, some of the 
elderly confreres in our older Provinces might feel the light is going out; 
some may believe it is time to call it a day, yet the vast majority realise 
that in such a Province as AMS the light is not going out but is being 
rekindled by the presence of certain vibrant projects and the vibrant con-
freres who run them. We are indeed blessed, as we place the future into 
the loving hands of our God.
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Surname Name Country Province

1 TALADA Vara Prasad India

EAP2 KABUMBA M. Célestin RDC

3 ILUNGA Joseph RDC

4 KONKOBO Ephrahim Burkina 
GhN

5 MUKULIA John-Bosco Uganda

6 CUBAKA Modeste Tebuka RDC MGH

7 COMPAORE Jean-Luc Burkina Faso

PAC
8 ODHIAMBO Joseph Kenya

9 RWEYEMAMU R. Julius Tanzania

10 SAWADOGO André Burkina Faso

11 XESS Kashmir India PAO

12 KOKPE KODJO Emmanuel Togo

SAP

13 MUZI BANZIRA Valentin RDC

14 NAYAK Chandan India

15 OSEI Ernest Ghana

16 OUEDRAOGO Aimé Burkina Faso

SIF : Robert B. Tebri.

First appointment of Confreres
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The Afrika Centre in Montréal

At the age of 66, there are not 
many confreres of my generation. 
There are many older confreres 
ahead of me, and an equally large 
number, if not more, behind me. 
The first group is composed 
mainly of Westerners and the se-
cond of Africans. This is not to 
complain, for I feel privileged to 
be a member of the Society in ge-
nerational terms. It puts me in the 
middle, Here is an illustration. 

I was appointed Director of the 
Afrika Centre in Montreal in 
2017. This centre, which is well 
known in the community network, 

has been providing meeting rooms 
for African associations for thirty 
years. Jean-François Bégin, a lay-
person, employed and paid by the 
Society, had coordinated this cen-
tre under the supervision of a di-
rector with great dedication. I am 
the eleventh on the list. 

Funded by the City of Mon-
treal, two social workers were em-
ployed by the Afrika Centre in 
2011 to welcome and orient new-
comers, mainly Africans, towards 
the services they require. Their 
grant was discontinued in 2019, 
and Jean-François retired shortly 
before the start of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  

Meanwhile, three Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa joi-
ned the new Afrika Centre team 
together with our confrere Cristo-
bal Padilla. Although we cannot 
host groups in our halls because of 
the pandemic, we nevertheless re-
ceive telephone calls, keep the 
website active and occasionally 
welcome visitors. We have taken 
advantage of this situation to do 
some renovation work. 

Afrika Center logo
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What will be the future of the 
Afrika Centre? 

We are confronted with a 
whole questioning of the mission 
and future vision of the centre. 
What will happen to it? We count 
on the arrival of younger African 
confreres to determine this future. 
Unfortunately, the Canadian go-
vernment refused our first applica-
tion for work visas. In addition, 
Cristobal has received another ap-
pointment. And how long will the 
Sisters remain dedicated to the 
Afrika Centre?  

We still dream of strengthening 
the ties with the Archdiocese of 

Montreal in mission promotion 
with a renewed Centre Afrika 
team. To this end, Armand Galay 
joined the team in the hope of 
creating this link with the archdio-
cese. However, the confreres of 
our generation, attached to the 
Province of the Americas, are not 
only few in number, but their 
health is somewhat uncertain. The 
only exception is Mexico, where 
the next generation is already in 
sight. These confrères are mainly 
destined for Africa, and rightly so. 

The year 2022 is, therefore, a 
turning point that will largely de-
termine the future of our presence 
in Montreal. The question of per-

MISSION

The Afrika Centre team: Serge St-Arneault, Jocelyne Morin, Monique Bonnefoy,  

Rita Toutant and Armand Galay 
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sonnel, so crucial for our commu-
nities in Africa, is also crucial for 
our province in the Americas. Of 
course, confreres assume various 
functions for the smooth running 
of community life, but few of 
them can take up positions of res-
ponsibility. They deserve our res-
pect and peaceful retirement.   

The lack of personnel means 
that besides being the Director of 
the Afrika Centre, I find myself as 
Provincial Secretary, First Coun-
cillor for the Canada Sector, in 
charge of the publication of the 
magazine "La Lettre aux Amis" 
and co-responsible for our 
community in Montreal. I love 
everything I do. I love every job I 
do. None of them is too much 
work. The challenge is maintai-
ning a balance in the multiplicity 
of roles.  

Context of the Archdiocese  
of Montreal 

The Catholic Church in Quebec 
is going through its desert phase. 
Parishes have been deserted. 
There are too many places of wor-
ship, and these are often poorly 
maintained due to a lack of re-
sources. There is also a credibility 
crisis that undermines the 
Church's evangelical impetus due 
to the scandals of its pastors: 
abuse of power, sexual abuse, spi-
ritual terrorism, etc. Many Chris-
tians have distanced themselves 
from the institutional Church and, 
therefore, from sacramental prac-
tice. Nevertheless, they remain 
'churchgoers' and promote gospel 
values in their families and work-
places. 

Entrance of the Afrika Centre
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The pastoral territory of the 
Church in Montreal is becoming 
less and less a geographical one. It 
is gradually giving way to new 
forms of "missionary centres" 
where Catholic communities will 
to be on a new visibility. This vi-
sion is not yet clearly defined. Ne-
vertheless, we sense a desire to 
return to the essentials: the procla-
mation of the Gospel, teaching 
and prayer, where the presence of 
Christ is made visible and recogni-
sed in the world. 

What about us? 

As Missionaries of Africa, we 
can capitalise on our charism, our 
fraternal "all to all". Our intercul-
tural identity is an extraordinary 
asset for a missionary presence 
like ours in Montreal. The city is 
renowned for being cosmopolitan 

and open to the world. Another 
asset is the commitment of the 
Afrika Centre to inter-religious 
dialogue. 

Is this not an answer to the ini-
tial question about the future of the 
Afrika Centre and our presence in 
Montreal? Where are the volun-
teers?

Serge St-Arneault
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Is there anything to marvel at  
in Mexico?

Based on my experience in 
Mexico, I remain convinced that 
new circumstances and new chal-
lenges require new attitudes. it 
seems to me that life always opens 
new windows from which to look 
at reality as it presents itself. 
Therefore, it is difficult to describe 
my experience in Mexico without 
mentioning the anguish that my 
appointment caused me. In this 
context, I cannot deny my anxiety 
about learning a new language, 
going to university and getting 
used to the world of the Americas.  

To be honest, my first experi-
ence in Mexico was marked by 
this anxiety despite the warm wel-
come I received from the White 
Father community and the local 
population. The content of the 
letter of appointment did not spare 
me from this fear either, because 
of its description: a year of Span-
ish, specialised studies, the task of 
being a formator, etc. Just a 
glimpse at this description trig-
gered an inner tension. However, 
these uncertainties did not over-
shadow the missionary zeal that 

animated me to the point of spar-
ing no effort to carry out the 
mission assigned to me. After the 
first moment of culture shock, the 
positive aspects of my stay in 
Mexico began to emerge in me. 
This change was due to the grad-
ual understanding of the language 
and customs. From then on, every-
thing I heard and saw made me 
want to know more, without it be-
coming a sterile curiosity. The life 
that had once ceased to amaze me 
began to make sense again, a new 
dawn began to invade my whole 
being and illuminate my new 
understanding of the reality in 
Mexico. The people and the 
mission came to characterise my 
daily existence in a new dimen-
sion.  

A necessary conversion 

I have since understood that 
conversion is necessary to live 
mission fully. This new perspec-
tive of the dynamism of the Spirit 
is the vision through which I now 
perceive my presence in Mexico 
and how I consider myself a pro-
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tagonist in all aspects of mission-
ary activities in this field of apos-
tolate. In addition to this new 
attitude, I feel that our community 
is becoming an evangelical wit-
nessing community in which the 
presence of each member is a 
great value and a means to spiri-
tual growth; listening and humility 
have become our strengths; weak-
ness has been transformed into 
learning, rather than mockery or 
contempt. We ensure that there is 
no contempt among us. Together 

we are committed to putting the 
principle of esprit de corps into 
practice. Our plan is to make the 
golden rule "Treat others as you 
would like to be treated" the motto 
of our community.  

Such an atmosphere turns a 
correction made with the love into 
a source of growth in all dimen-
sions of life. Even as rector of the 
house of formation, I feel a con-
stant duty to serve through Jesus' 
vision of the greatness of a leader: 
that of service in humility. We 
must come to see humility and ap-
preciation of each other's talents as 
cornerstone in the architecture of 
a community like ours. 

Our community 

We are a community of two 
formators and five candidates. Our 
daily activities show that we are 
more a mega community than a 
formation house. We pray and take 
our meals together, although the 
formators have their particular 
times for meeting and evaluation. 
Simple things like washing up and 
cleaning up help us to achieve our 
community goals and to gain a 
sense of belonging. Those who 
visit us marvel at the community 
spirit that drives us. Our visitors 
congratulate us and make encour-
aging comments about the har-

Dieudonné in a pastoral visit
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monious life that remains a daily 
goal rather than a beautiful life 
achieved once and for all. The 
constant challenge is to remain 
vigilant, ensuring that the "fire of 
love" is constantly burning within 
us and illuminating our tasks. 
Mindful of the growth of the ma-
terialistic world and the increasing 
secularisation of worldviews, 
people see us and our candidates 
as 'brave men' who dedicate their 
lives to the service of God as 
Missionaries of Africa. 

Mexican welcome 

Time and again we receive 
such encouragement. Mexicans 

have the great quality of express-
ing their appreciation whenever it 
is appropriate. They are happy 
with our presence as M.Afr, re-
gardless of our origin. In general, 
Mexicans are warm, welcoming 
and generous people. Really we 
receive more from them than we 
offer. They willingly teach us their 
customs and language; they bring 
food to our community; they are 
happy to visit us and receive us in 
their homes. It is important to be 
aware of the saying "trust is 
earned through daily efforts" for it 
is the barometer for measuring our 
missionary presence in Mexico. 

The community of the formation house in Guadalajara, Mexico
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To conclude this account of my 
experience, I must mention that 
the presence of the White Fathers 
has a surprisingly great impact 
given the large Catholic popu-
lation in Mexico. I would even say 
that we continue to demonstrate 
the importance of our charismatic 
diversity in the Church in Mexico 
and to continue to expand the in-
tercultural dialectic in Latin 

American society in general. 
Could this be an echo of the spirit 
of our Founder in our missionary 
commitment in Mexico? In any 
case, it is a clear sign of a decisive 
moment to carry the banner of di-
vine love in the world through our 
charism of M. Afr. 

Dieudonné welcomed by a family in Mexico

Dieudonné Rizinde Mahirwe
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Community life energizes  
our evangelical witness in mission 

Let us begin by saying commu-
nities: “though composed of many 
different individuals, religious 
communities, like any other 
human organisations, are unified 
by a common purpose. Just as a 
team succeeds when its members 
coordinate their individual efforts 
to win, so a religious community 
can flourish only when all its 
members cooperate in working to-
ward the same goal”1.  The suc-
cess of any community entirely 
depends on each and every one’s 
effort to bring life to it. For sport 
lovers know how important it is to 
play as a team; the team is not a 
one-man show.  The same goes for 
the community.  When we put to-
gether our talents, gifts and 
energies into searching a common 
goal, then we make our commu-
nity to be apostolic in the true 
sense of its word. Community 
above all needs a team spirit; as 
we well know, for the team to win 

1
 Feeley, CSC, Friends in the Lord, ex-

ploring consecrated Discipleship, India, 

St Pauls, 2004, p. 129

trophies there is the need to train 
together and each player knows 
the role he has to play and the tac-
tics to use. Likewise, through 
community meetings, prayers, 
meals, and many other community 
activities, the community trains 
itself, aquises skills and develops 
tactics to design its pastoral suc-
cess. Without team work no pas-
toral project can succeed. Whitout 
teamwork no pastoral enterprise 
can bear fruit.  

My experience 

After my ordination I was ap-
pointed to Saint Francis parish Ka-
nengo in Malawi.  The community 
there had three different apos-
tolates: the parish, vocation ani-
mation center and the Center for 
Social Concern (CFSC). Commu-
nity activities such as prayer, 
meals, birthday celebrations and 
outings brought us all together. 
Together with the stagiaires we 
were from eight different nation-
alities. During my pastoral visits 
to the small Christian commu-
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nities people used to say:  “how 
good it is to see you all together; 
you are from different cultural 
back grounds, but we see you 
happy”. Our style of life, as 
missionaries of Africa, inspires 
many people; sometimes among 
ourselves we do not value what we 
are; but to the people who see us 
they indeed feel inspired by our 
style of community life. Through 
interactions with the people in the 
small Christian communities I 
came to understand that people 
take us as role models and, above 
all, as community leaders. People 
often get disappointed when they 
realize that in a given community 
there is a dispute. Sometimes in-
stead of being peace makers we 
end up extending the community 
dispute to the people. And if we 
are not careful instead of building 
we may end up destroying what 
was sown. 

Community life cannot be put 
as a secondary priority; when 
Jesus called his disciples, first and 
foremost,  he called them to be a 
community; in the community 
they were to be with him first,  
understand his life style and then 
after that, they were to go out and 
evangelize in his name.  Actually, 
if we read the Holy Scriptures at-
tentively we realize that commu-

nity life is not something new; 
Jesus himself lived in a commu-
nity: he lived in a community of 
his family in Nazareth with Mary 
and Joseph;  he lived in commu-
nity with his disciples; he lived 
also in community through pas-
toral ( works of mercy:  healing, 
preaching) activities. He also ex-
pressed his community experience 
through his interaction with the 
leaders and people of his time (at-
tending prayer in synagogues, dis-
cussion with the scribes and 
Pharisees). 

Lavigerie's input 

Lavigerie in his writings never 
got tired of reminding his mission-
aries to be one in spirit and soul; 
every member was invited to live 
a profound experience of oneness 
(Esprit de corps).  Therefore, for 
Lavigerie, missionaries were to be 
one in heart and spirit, because it is 
only through that, that they can 
preserve the grace and the strength 
they need to fight all sorts of ad-
versities. Emphasising unity, La-
vigerie quotes: ‘‘A kingdom 
divided against itself cannot stand” 
(Mk 3, 24). It is also said: “a three-
fold cord is not quickly broken 
(Eccl. 4, 12). Above all it is said: 
“I and my Father are one… be one 
as we are one” (Jn 10, 30; 17, 11).  



MISSION

274

Our communities 

From the above, we understand 
that we need to form apostolic 
communities. That means commu-
nities that are living in line with 
the values of the gospel. So for a 
community to be successful in its 
evangelical calling, it needs to be 
cemented in unity, compacted in 
love and radiant in its life.  By  
quoting that a kingdom divided 
cannot stand,” without any doubt 
Lavigerie was referring to a dis-
united community. A disunited 
community cannot yield abundant 
fruit. It is only in unity and sup-
porting of one another that a com-
munity can transform the lives of 

the people at whose service its. 
For a community to maintain its 
apostolic values, it has to deepen 
its commitmets to spiritual exer-
cises such as prayer, meditation, 
recollections, retreats and bible 
sharing, examination of con-
science etc. Also moments of re-
laxation, such as birthday 
celebrations, anniversary celebra-
tions, community outings, holi-
days etc, should not be forgotten. 

In any human community there 
may come a time of differences 
but when this happens we need to 
journey from: “Disagreement” to 
“discussion” and finally to “com-
munity building”. The  first com-
munity of Jerusalem  passed 

Guadalajara, México
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through  disagreement and dis-
cussion in order to build a stronger 
community of believers. This is a 
lesson we need to learn in as far as 
community building is concerned.  

Community Conflict Management 

In the book of the Acts of the 
Apostles 15,1-41; we note two 
major problems: 1. The Tradi-
tional Jews who strongly believed 
that circumcision was a prerequi-
site to Christianity. Secondly, the 
community of Paul and Barnabas: 
(community of the newly con-
verted uncircumcised Christians). 
When disagreement arose over 
whether to be a Christian one had 
to be circumcised, Paul and Bar-
nabas, together with the other 
apostles came together in Jerusa-
lem to discuss the issue, and after 
a hot debate came to a conclusion. 
We can call this conclusion a 
«peace accord». This Council of 
Jerusalem, however hot it was, led 
to the establishment of a very 
strong community of believers. 
Believers whit one faith, one ob-
jective, rooted in integrity and 
above all committed to charity and 
total devotion to the Gospel. The 
Council of Jerusalem can act as an 
example of how to deal with com-
munity conflicts and differences. I 
totally agree with T. Feeley when 

he writes that when conflict 
comes, the best thing to do is to 
accept the disagreement, then 
move to discussion (Meeting) and 
finally reach a conclusion that will 
build the community. Without 
doubt, had the community of Jeru-
salem not convened a synod or 
meeting, their differences would 
not have been solved. But due to 
the brotherly and fraternal dis-
cussions, a peace agreement was 
made. I strongly believe that con-
flicts in our communities can be 
managed through meetings and 
other platforms of community dis-
cussions. For the meetings and 
discussions to be fruitful, some 
conditions need to be put in place 
namely: ‘Listening, humility, ac-
ceptance and conversion’  

Listening: Listening to one 
another provides a platform for a 
proper dialogue. By listening to 
the other, we allow the person to 
empty himself in total liberty. 
Thus leading to objectivity in as 
far as the discussed matter is con-
cerned.  

Humility: This is very impor-
tant in conflict solving. Both 
parties concerned need to give 
each other the space for discussion 
and at the same time be humble 
enough to accept the wrong done 
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and if necessary without compro-
mising the truth accept to be 
helped by an external person ( 
mediator) 

Acceptance: Acceptance is ac-
knowledging one’s failures and 
commitment to a radical change 

Conversation: once someone 
has acknowledged his failures, the 

next stage is conversion (change 
of heart or Metanoia). In conver-
sation, one commits himself to re-
turn to the original objective of the 
community or the group. Conver-
sion is a continuous journey that 
every individual needs to make for 
the wellbeing of the community. 

Community trust building  

For any community to survive 
there should be trust among all the 
members. Trust is not a one day 
job. Trust is built through small 
things such as community meet-
ings, sharing of one’s life story, 
listening to one another, giving 
each other time, supporting one 
another, and being there for each 
other. Trust also comes once all 
the members come to know each 
other very well.  

Mission in the African world; op-
portunities to live and share our 
charism  

To conclude this article, allow 
me to share with you my little ex-
perience of Mexico. It is now two 
years since I was appointed to 
Mexico; I arrived in a time of 
Covid and everything seemed 
dark; I was all the time asking my-
self how I was going to insert my-
self in this new environment, in 
this Covid  situation: I was living 

Emmanuel with Marta, a member of a family 

that since the foundation of the Missionaries 

of Africa in Querétaro has supported us. 
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in uncertainty. Thanks be to God 
the community helped me get a 
Spanish teacher who happens to 
be the son of one of our cooks in 
Guadalajara. Their house is oppo-
site to our community. Like his 
mother, they were both following 
all the Covid restrictions, so there 
was no fear of any infection. He 
used to come every day from Mon-
day to Friday for three hours. It 
was his first time to teach the lan-
guage to a foreigner. He had pa-
tience with me; as time went by we 
started to understand each other. It 
is good to mention that studying 
the language behind closed doors 
is not an easy thing; sometimes it 
seemed to me that I was not getting 

anything. I needed to practice 
speaking with people but the situ-
ation did not allow it. I just con-
tented myself with grammar and 
revising my lessons.  In March 
2021, I had the chance of being in 
a parish in the diocese of Quere-
taro for two months and half. I 
really enjoyed this experience; it 
is at this time that my Spanish 
started to come out. I was in a rural 
parish and the parish priest was 
very welcoming; every evening we 
could seat together and plan to-
gether for the next day’s work. In 
addition to that, we had prayers 
and meals together. I was con-
sidered a full member of the par-
ish. I attended the parish council 

Querétaro, México
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Emmanuel Barongo

and deanery meetings. I also 
visited all the rural communities 
of the parish; many people had 
never seen an African. So it was 
very interesting to listen to their 
questions. I left the parish by the 
end of May and returned to Gua-
dalajara. Up to today the parish-
ioners send me greetings and 
invite me to both parish and com-
munity gatherings but due to the 
distance I cannot attend too many 
of them. During the bishop’s an-
nual pastoral visit in December 
2021, the people requested that I 
should be appointed back in the 
parish. They expressed how I had 
adapted well to their community 
and that they were very happy 
with me. It was good to hear such 
comments from bishop Fidencio 
and of course from the parish 
community. From my side I can 
say I enjoyed this time of language 
immersion. It was an opportunity 
for me to share with them our 
charism and mission in the world. 

As Lavigerie said « eat and 
dress like the locals »; I did my 
pastoral with this slogan be “all to 
all”. My collaboration with the 
parish priest helped me greatly to 
improve my Spanish. When I have 
a few days of holidays I often go 
for two to three days to greet the 
community. I continue to learn and 
every day I feel better and better. I 
feel happy to be part of the project 
of the Society here in Mexico. 
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where many participated and got 
to know more about our vocation, 
ministries, and commitment to Af-
rica. Moreover, to host our 150th-
anniversary celebration, we 
selected a parish about 18 km 
from our community. But the dis-
tance did not make any difference 
for our neighbors and friends. We 
were happy to see many of them 
attending the festival.  

I joined the community in Au-
gust, 2016 after my appointment 
for specialized studies in business 

Our Washington community is 
located near Dupont Circle, in a 
popular residential neighborhood 
with many galleries and em-
bassies. We have two houses ad-
jacent to each other. Apart from 
being our residence, they also hold 
the USA Sector offices and the 
Development Office operations. 
Our community also offers hospi-
tality to visitors from different 
parts of the world, especially Af-
rica. In partnership with the 
USCCB, we have welcomed vari-
ous delegations from South 
Sudan, DR Congo, Nigeria, and 
the Central African Republic. 
These delegations were composed 
of bishops, priests, laypeople, and 
leaders from other Christian de-
nominations.  

We have good neighbors who, 
on many occasions, show their ap-
preciation for us. Before the 
COVID-19 pandemic, they used 
to organize regular social gather-
ings. These were opportunities 
where we deepened our relation-
ship with our neighbors. On our 
side, we held open house sessions 

My Experience in the USA Sector

MAFR house in Washington
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immediately; everything had to be 
done almost simultaneously and 
progressively with the studies. 
Tough!  

We are not in charge of any 
parish in Washington. However, 
we help in neighboring parishes 
like St. Augustine, St. Camillus, 
St. Rose de Lima, and Our Lady 
of the Americas. Rotating from 
one parish to another has been 
beneficial. It has widened our 
missionary animation activities. 
Some confreres are also engaged 
in particular apostolates like min-
istry to the homeless, teaching 
English to immigrants, animation 
of recollections, and spiritual di-
rection. 

Furthermore, as one of the 
founding members of the Africa 
Faith and Justice Network 
(AFJN), we play an essential role 
in its administration and mission. 
Also, the opening of our new par-
ish in the diocese of Brooklyn 
(New York) has been a blessing. It 
has revamped our relationship 
with the local church. Despite its 
challenges, the parish is faring 
well. 

The stage and the university 

I completed my studies in De-
cember, 2018 and got a position at 

administration. I received a warm 
welcome from my confreres. At 
that time, we were eight (8) con-
freres and two (2) guests (a con-
frere on home leave and a 
diocesan priest following a pro-
gram). The day after my arrival, a 
confrere showed me how to ride 
on the mass transit system (the 
Metro). After that, he rode with 
me to the university to complete 
my study formalities. At least, I 
could boast that I knew the way to 
school on Day One! Two days 
later, I started my classes. It was 
very tough. I struggled with jet 
lag, environment and status 
change (from active parish life to 
student life), cultural shock, etc. 
There was no time to settle down 

Koffi with a servant of the Mass of  

the Franciscan monastery,  

Holy Land in America.
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shuttle to the metro station and get 
the train to our house. On the first 
day after class, I rushed to catch 
the bus when a heavy rain 
suddenly started. I ran and took 
shelter in front of one of the uni-
versity’s buildings. A few minutes 
later, I saw the campus police car 
with the flashing lights coming to-
ward me. I thought there was a 
problem somewhere, and they 
were heading there. Unfortunately, 
they parked right in front of the 
building where I was.  

A «huge» African-American 
man came out of the car and 
walked to me. «What are you 
doing here, man?» he said. With 
the little I had heard about the po-

the university for my internship. I 
worked as a volunteer for Catholic 
Charities in the finance office and 
at the DC Diaper Bank. Moreover, 
I also assisted at the sector treas-
urer’s office. A few months later, I 
got a new appointment to work in 
the USA sector. My experiences in 
the community, at school, and in 
parishes have been pretty good. 
However, these did not go by 
without some challenging mo-
ments. I recall an incident that left 
a lasting impression on me. That 
happened on my first day after 
class. 

My classes in that first semester 
were from 6 to 10 pm. After class, 
I used to board the university 

The Burkinabé community in Washington at their annual meeting  

in our home in Washington DC. Photo taken after the service.
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That sad incident did not deter 
me from seeing this country’s 
beauty, kindness, and benevolent 
tradition. I met so many good and 
generous people. My experience 
thus far has been positive. I’m 
grateful for the knowledge ac-
quired and the different opportun-
ities met. There is no doubt that 
the Sector has a bright future 
ahead.

lice before coming to the U.S., I 
panicked because no one else was 
in the surrounding area.  

I answered, telling him that I 
was on my way to take the shuttle, 
but I had taken shelter because of 
the rain. «Right, but you are not 
supposed to stand here, man,» he 
retorted. I pleaded with him, 
«Please, sir, I’m a new student, 
and I don’t know the campus areas 
yet.» Then, I asked him what he 
wanted me to do with such heavy 
rain. He asked me to walk down 
the road to the bus stop without 
any pity. I could not believe it, but 
I had no other choice than to move 
on. I walked in the rain all soaked. 
I called that: «my baptism» to 
America. Since I felt the officer 
treated me unfairly, I reported the 
incident to the university adminis-
tration and received apologies. 

Antonio Koffi
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many people seeking better oppor-
tunities to achieve their life goals. 

I benefited from the legendary 
tradition of American hospitality 
when I was made welcome into a 
community of seven confreres in 
Washington, DC. Like any other 
M.Afr community, we centered 
our mission on witnessing the 
values of the Kingdom by being at 
the service of God’s people in the 
Archdiocese of Washington, DC. 
Our name, the «Missionaries of 
Africa,» always piqued the interest 
of our neighbors, friends, and par-
ishioners from our local parish. 
Several times, I encountered by-

My appointment to the AMS 
province came to me as a big sur-
prise given the circumstances of 
our society. And since the first day 
of my arrival in the United States, 
I have learned to appreciate the 
rich culture and history of its 
people, their worldview, and es-
pecially the secrets of its spectacu-
lar success on the global stage. 
The United States is a rainbow na-
tion, the world-in-miniature where 
all world nations are represented 
and celebrated. Despite the grad-
ual shift in the political discourse 
in recent years, the country re-
mains a preferred destination for 

You will be my witnesses

Thomas Reilly and Barthélémy Bazemo in a human rights awareness campaign
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ity for and with the people of Af-
rica.  

AFJN  

Our passion for Africa and its 
people has translated into a dedi-
cated lobbying and advocacy work 
with the Africa Faith and Justice 
Network (AFJN) since 1983. 
Through AFJN, we are engaged in 
the promotion of justice and peace 
on the African continent. In this 
respect, AFJN is a very relevant 
apostolate for us. It has become 
one of the most credible faith-
based organizations in Washing-

standers who enquired about the 
services we offered in our busi-
ness. And I always and gently re-
minded them that we are a 
Catholic organization doing God’s 
business in Africa. We invest in 
God’s people in Africa so that they 
may thrive.  

As a community, we are in-
volved in a variety of ministries. 
Some help out in parishes; others 
teach or work with homeless 
people. However, alongside these 
individual ministries, the U.S. 
Sector is particularly committed to 
the ministry of justice and solidar-

Jubilee celebration in Washington with friends of the Missionaries of Africa
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their quest for justice and good 
governance. We can no longer 
credibly and meaningfully preach 
the gospel today and remain silent 
on the injustices that destabilize 
African societies. We can no 
longer ignore the brazen exploita-
tion vulnerable communities have 
been subjected to, both internally 
and externally. We need to offer 
hope and work for structural 
changes that enhance the dignity 
of the African peoples.  

As Christians and, most impor-
tantly, as Missionaries of Africa, 
our call to discipleship fundamen-
tally entails embracing Jesus’ min-
istry of justice for the 
downtrodden and the discrimi-
nated-against members of our so-

ton, DC, by the depth of its unique 
perspective on African issues and 
its political engagement for the 
continent with the lawmakers in 
the United States Congress. As a 
policy analyst with AFJN, my 
contribution is to conduct an in-
depth analysis of US-Africa rela-
tions and suggest effective ways to 
bridge the gaps. Furthermore, I 
highlight the sense of urgency to 
create an enabling environment to 
achieve integral human devel-
opment, offer African peoples the 
conditions of a better life, and 
widen their opportunities in the 
pursuit of life goals and the 
achievement of human dignity. 

Development Office 

Our solidarity apostolate is ar-
ticulated and implemented 
through our Development Office, 
which helps vulnerable commu-
nities across Africa. It raises 
money to support our confreres 
and the African Church. It is 
staffed with a committed team that 
makes a difference in the lives of 
many people. As Missionaries of 
Africa, we speak for Africa; we 
want a better Africa, a continent 
reconciled with itself. Unfor-
tunately, African people have 
faced and continue to encounter 
major obstacles that undermine Eucharistic celebration with the friends  

of the Missionaries of Africa
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Barthélémy Bazemo

engagement, especially in light of 
the growing secularization of the 
American society and the negative 
impact of the sex abuse scandals 
that rocked the American Church. 
We need to be renewed in the truth 
of the Spirit so that our witness 
may be authentic and after the 
heart of God.

ciety. This is in line with the new 
spirit of Pope Francis, a call to em-
brace a vision of brotherhood/sis-
terhood that cares for everyone in 
society. In addition, we must ad-
dress the structural causes of pov-
erty both nationally and 
internationally. To this effect, the 
celebration of our jubilee of 150 
years in 2018 gave us a unique op-
portunity to reflect on this critical 
aspect of our calling in the Ameri-
cas. Everything is possible with 
the Lord. 

It is fitting to bear in mind the 
prayer of Prophet Isaiah  (26:12), 
«it is you, O Lord, who has ac-
complished all we have done.» We 
are grateful for the outcome of our 
ministry. However, we must ac-
knowledge the challenges and li-
mits of our ministerial 
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benefit from these indulgences. 
Below I give you the translated 
and summarized text:  

Pope Pius IX raises the status of 
Church of Our Lady of Africa to a 
Basilica.  

Our Venerable Brother, Charles 
Martial Lavigerie, shared with us 
his request concerning the edifice 
dedicated to God near Algiers, in 
honour of the Blessed Immaculate 
Virgin Mary, who, under the title 
of Our Lady of Africa, enjoys a 
great reputation for holiness 
among the faithful who, surround-
ing it with singular piety, experi-
ence the divine presence there 
through the many graces requested 
and received. The holiness of this 
place is increased by the growing 
number of pilgrims and the fre-
quency of the wonders experi-
enced, as is clearly shown by the 
ex-votos that line its walls. Hence 
the request of our Venerable 
Brother that this high place be de-
clared a Basilica with all the privi-
leges that go with it, so that the 
faithful who go there to pray to the 
Mother of Jesus may share in the 
treasures of the Church, which the 

Indulgences at Our Lady of Africa

Indulgences at Our Lady of Africa 
on condition of praying for... 

In the sacristy of Notre-Dame 
d'Afrique in Algiers, there are two 
parchments in Latin, in pretty 
wooden frames. Most people who 
pass by do not know that these are 
two letters from Pope Pius IX sent 
in June 1875, in response to re-
quests from Cardinal Lavigerie, to 
grant to Notre Dame d’Afrique the 
title of basilica and the possibility 
of crowning (according to the 
tradition of the time) the statue of 
the Virgin Mary. The Pope also 
granted two plenary indulgences 
to the faithful who, on this occa-
sion, went to the hill to pray. What 
is interesting for us is to note the 
conditions imposed by the pope to 
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peoples, states and religions, the 
conversion of sinners and the 
sanctification of the Church... in-
dulgence applicable to souls who 
repose in the Lord (. ..). 

Most High has willed us to be the 
dispenser of.  

Accepting this petition, we, 
therefore, raise to the status of a 
Basilica this Church erected near 
Algiers in honour of the Immacu-
late Virgin under the name of Our 
Lady of Africa. In addition, to all 
the faithful of both sexes we grant 
a perpetual plenary indulgence for 
all their sins on the following con-
ditions to visit this Church and 
venerate the statue of the Mother 
of Jesus, once a year, at their own 
choice, after having received the 
sacrament of penance, received 
communion from the Bread of An-
gels and prayed for the concord of 

« DOM et BMVI. La statue de cette 

Bienheureuse Vierge Marie, Reine 

d’Afrique, déjà célèbre par ces bienfaits, a 

été magnifiée par une couronne d’or au 

nom et par autorité de sa Sainteté le Pape 

Pie IX. Ce même Pontife a accordé une in-

dulgence plénière pour la rémission de pé-

chés, à tous les fidèles chrétiens, qui 

visiteront cette église et prieront devant 

cette statue, le jour même de la fête de ce 

couronnement le 30 avril 1876, et à perpé-

tuité, en ce même jour d’anniversaire. 

Par ordre de Charles-Martial  

ALLEMAND LAVIGERIE archevêque 

d’Alger et de Julio-Césarée  »

Marble in the vault on the right of the altar of St Joseph  

in the basilica of Our Lady of Africa in Algiers
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mercifully grant in the Lord a ple-
nary indulgence and the remission 
of all their sins, an indulgence ap-
plicable also to souls who, united 
to God in charity, have left the 
light of this world.  

As we celebrate the 150th anni-
versary of the consecration of the 
Basilica by our Founder, it is ap-
propriate to point out that Our 
Lady of Africa always had the 
vocation of being a place where 
people pray for the harmony of 
peoples and religions, as Pope 
Pius IX requested and as Pope 
Francis also invites us to do.

The coronation of the statue of 
Our Lady of Africa  

To Venerable Brother, Charles 
Martial Lavigerie. You have made 
it a point to let us know that, to 
promote and amplify the cult and 
devotion of the faithful, you ex-
pressed the wish that the statue of 
the Blessed Mary, the Immaculate 
Virgin, situated in your city of Al-
giers under the familiar name of 
Our Lady of Africa, be crowned. 
Your persistent prayers on this 
subject deeply moved us (...). We 
thought it necessary to respond fa-
vourably to your wishes.  

Therefore, to you, Venerable 
Brother, we grant, by Our apos-
tolic authority and these very 
letters, the power to proceed, in 
Our Name and authority, to the 
crowning of the statue of the 
Mother of Jesus. To each and 
every one of the faithful of either 
sex who will visit this Church and 
meditate before the said statue on 
the day of its coronation, or on the 
anniversary of this coronation, to 
each and every one who, repenting 
of their sins, will have confessed, 
received Communion, and prayed 
during this visit for the concord of 
peoples, States and religions, the 
conversion of sinners and the 
sanctification of the Church, We 

José Maria Cantal
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"He came to Nazareth, the 

place of the hidden life, of the or-

dinary life..." (CdF) 

We come to an important di-
mension of Brother Charles' voca-
tion, that of Culture. This 
dimension was present in different 
stages of his life, but with different 
aims according to what he lived 
during those stages.  

It is interesting to follow a pat-
tern through which we can read 
like a common theme: the coher-
ence of God's project in his life 
while maintaining the importance 
of human freedom. My project 
here is to see how this dimension 
evolved in the course of his life 

and became a means for him to be-
coming incarnate in a people and 
joining Jesus in Nazareth.  

Let us not lose this common 
thread. That is why we must make 
a connection between this man of 
culture, his arduous work on cul-
ture and the way he lived his “Na-
zareth" vocation. He never lost 
sight of his search for the "cher-
ished final place"! Unable to reach 
it, he continued to follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus, trying to be-
come one with his Beloved 
Brother and Lord Jesus.

Culture and incarnation 
in Charles de Foucauld 
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1-The experience of  
Brother Charles 

It is through his existence, his 
experience, that we pursue this 
way of understanding the message 
that Brother Charles leaves us on 
this dimension of his vocation. 

We sometimes forget that he 
had an excellent scientific forma-
tion and great culture, despite ap-
pearing lazy and indolent in his 
youth. It is important not to reduce 
him to the image of a man always 
on his knees in adoration before 
the Blessed Sacrament.  

He gave much of his life to 
prayer, notably when he was 
searching for his vocation, during 
his monastic period and stay in 
Nazareth. However, he would de-
vote a lot of work and time to 
practising the Arabic language in 
Beni Abbes and then to learning 
the Tuareg language in Tamanras-
set. He did this in the spirit of Na-
zareth, which was at the same time 
an experience of prayer, self-emp-
tying and relationship.-  

Pre-study before his conver-

sion : an explorer's passion 

Let us understand this thirst for 
learning from the experience be-
fore his conversion. As a child, he 

was not particularly brilliant in his 
studies. He could be described as 
an ordinary pupil. He was already 
remarked for drawing in primary 
school: this would serve him well 
later on! In secondary school, he 
liked to read both ancient and 
modern authors with his friend 
Gabriel Tourdes, as if to nourish 
his lack of faith in God or even to 
justify it... 

He had to learn a bit of cartog-
raphy during his formation at St 
Cyr and the Saumur cavalry 
school. He loved horse riding... 
and was a good cavalryman 
though that did not prevent him 
from finishing last in his cavalry 
officers' class! 

So what was going to happen? 
What would trigger the taste for 
learning in him and perfect his 
knowledge? Where would this de-
sire to appropriate the language of 
others, immerse himself in their 
culture, become a man among 
men, and try to blend in with their 
environment come from? In late 
January 1882, he had resigned 
from the army. He was 24 years 
old.  

It was the time of the great ex-
plorers, of the great colonial con-
quests. He felt a taste for 
adventure during the expedition 
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against Bouamama, an Algerian 
resistance fighter. He had devel-
oped a taste for a simple and spar-
tan life.  

What would he do to satisfy 
this taste for adventure? The map 
of Morocco was clearly marked 
with an extensive blank area, and 
it was a region still unknown to 
France. He felt the desire to ex-
plore it, challenge himself, and do 
what others had not done. Perhaps 
to prove to himself that he could 
succeed and also to restore the rep-
utation of the de Foucauld family, 
which he had so tarnished by his 
conduct? 

So he prepared himself for this 
great trip to Morocco. He took 15 
months of painstaking work to 
learn Arabic, Hebrew and Yiddish. 

We can already measure just 
how much he invested into this ex-
ploration. As lazy and indolent as 
he was, he learned to make geo-
graphical surveys, maps, to draw... 
He had enough knowledge to 
launch himself into the adventure. 
That would be useful to him in his 
expedition.  

I see here the first steps of im-
mersion in the milieu. Of course, 
it was not for religious reasons; he 
did it for the taste of adventure and 

fame. But God uses everything to 
prepare him for his future voca-
tion! 

He wanted to go where no 
European had gone, just as he 
wanted to live where no priest had 
lived. This has to do with the very 
human desire to achieve some-
thing noteworthy, but he already 
had everything necessary to enter 
the soul of a people and become 
incarnate there. Somehow he was 
already paving the way forward. 
He would not start from scratch. 
This would be part of the “cul-
tural" dimension of his existence, 
even if this worry did not really 
bother him.  Later it will take on a 
different form, that of “Nazareth". 
Nazareth will then take on an en-
tirely new hue: becoming like 
Jesus, incarnate in a people out of 
love for them and their Lord.  

He undertook this exploration 
from June 1883 to May 1884, dis-
guised as a Jewish rabbi, with as 
his companion Mordecai, a land 
expert who served as his guide. He 
explored the south of Morocco, 
did cartographic surveys, estab-
lished relationships with the 
people, and lived in close contact 
with Jews and Arabs. He even 
risked losing his life and was 
saved thanks to some Moroccans.  
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In short, he succeeded and re-
turned to Algiers. He became fa-
mous. In Paris, in May 1885, he 
received the gold medal from the 
French Society of Geography. He 
was 27 years old. He had become 
famous. The following year, from 
May 85 to January 86, he made 
another trip to southern Algeria 
and southern Tunisia.  

In February, he moved to Paris 
to work on his book "Reconnais-
sance au Maroc". He rented an 
apartment and slept on a carpet 
wrapped in a burnous. He lived a 
simple life. His book was pub-
lished in 1888, and he converted 
the same year, in October. 

If I have emphasised this in-
vestment in another culture", this 
desire to enter into the knowledge 
of the language and customs of a 
people, it is because he will make 
use of this experience to later real-
ise this dimension of incarnation 
by immersing himself in a people, 
but for other reasons: that of living 
in the manner of Jesus of Naza-
reth. We are getting there. We are 
getting there. 

- Nazareth: a school built on 

the study of language and culture 

Now let's take a big step for-
ward Charles dedicated his life to 
God from the time of his conver-
sion at the age of thirty and opted 
for religious life. He searched for 
a long time how he could make it 
real: a pilgrimage to Nazareth, vi-
sits to several monasteries, and fi-
nally opting for our Lady of the 
Snows monastery, where he stayed 
for a short time. He eventually left 
for Akbes in Syria for the same 
reasons we mentioned above - it 
was a poor monastery far from his 
family. He stayed there for six 
long years. He returned to Naza-
reth, where he sought to live in hu-
mility like Jesus. Then, in 
agreement with Father Huvelin, he 
decided to become a priest to go to 
the farthest places where he would 
live out his Nazareth ideal. This 
was in 1901. 

Knowing Arabic well, once in 
Beni Abbès, he was able to under-
stand and transcribe the passages 
of the Gospel into Arabic and also 
put together a kind of catechism 
for the use of potential cate-
chumens. The Muslims remained 
resistant to his efforts at evangel-
ization. He did not insist and 
would remain in their midst, re-
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specting their customs and re-
ligion. He had a small monastery 
built to welcome the Brothers... 
who would never come!  

Let's join him on the road from 
Beni Abbès to Tamanrasset. He al-
ready knew Arabic very well. In 
1903, at his friend Laperrine's sug-
gestion, he considered leaving 
Béni Abbès. You see that his desire 
for stability is still far away, and 
indeed he could not go back to 
Morocco, which he dreamed of. 
He spoke to Bishop Guérin and 
Father Huvelin about it. And in Ja-
nuary 1904, he began a familiar-
ization tour that would be 
extensive and take him to several 
Saharan oases. His project was in-
deed to evangelize the Tuaregs. 
That was still his primary concern. 
He learned the first rudiments of 
Tamashek (the language of the 
Tuaregs) during his long walks. 
He also began an approximate 
translation of the Gospel into this 
language.  

In 1905, with the permission of 
Mgr Guérin and Abbé Huvelin, he 
took part in a nomadic tour to the 
Hoggar. His passion for explora-
tion did not leave him. In June of 
that year, he met Moussa Ag 
Amastane, the amenokal of the 
Ahaggar tribe. In August, he ar-

rived in Tamanrasset where he 
began by living in a reed hut be-
fore building himself a small 
house made of stones and earth, 
the first one in the village. It was 
the first sign of his rootedness. 
Even if he planned to make further 
incursions into Beni Abbès, he at 
least showed the desire for stabil-
ity. 

Nevertheless, he had not lost 
his explorer's soul... he resumed 
some trips, but in 1907, he re-
turned to Hoggar, and his installa-
tion in Tamanrasset took shape 
more and more. I will skip over his 
travels, his absences from Taman-
rasset, his three trips to France, but 
it was precisely there that he took 
up residence. He set about learning 
the Tamashek language whit ar-
dour. 

By 1908, he had already com-
pleted a more significant part of 
the transcription and translation of 
six thousand Tuareg poems. He 
would finish the final copy shortly 
before his death. These poems 
have nothing mystical about them. 
They exalt the warriors' prowess, 
beautiful eyes of the black-eyed 
beauty who awaits her lover on his 
return from battle, the beauty of 
the country, the beautiful pace of 
his camel, and so on. Few have re-
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ligious connotation. This shows 
the importance he attached to the 
life of the people of this region, 
through the discovery and ex-
pression of their language.  

He had already started working 
on the composition of a small lexi-
con to provide military and future 
missionaries with an instrument to 
approach the country and its popu-
lation. The work, later on, would 
become a "Tuareg dictionary", 
meant to enhance the value of this 
vibrant language, based on Tuareg 
poems and prose texts collected 
from the people. It is an immense 
work which would occupy his last 
years. He sometimes worked on it 
for more than 10 hours a day! He 
would finish it a few days before 
his tragic death. In fact, he started 
it with no actual method. A lin-
guist, Motylinski, would spend a 
few days with him and gave him a 
methodological approach that 
allowed him to complete this enor-
mous 4-volume work that is still 
an authority today. A seminar on 
his dictionary was held at the Uni-
versity of Tamanrasset on De-
cember 1, 2016.  

However, he often regretted not 
completing this project which pre-
vented him from engaging in man-
ual labour: 

"The lexicon took me longer 
than I expected. I won't be finished 
for another three or four years: 
that’s twelve years of work. That's 
a lot!" (To Mme de Bondy in 
1912) 

On December 1, 1916, the day 
of his death, he wrote to Raymond 
de Blic:  

"I have made significant prog-
ress but have not completed my 
little work on the Tuareg lan-
guage."  
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He would only complete this 
dictionary a few days before his 
death. 

- The thwarted desire to work 

with his hands... like Jesus in Na-

zareth 

What he desired above all, to 
remain in line with the incarnation, 
was to follow Jesus in the intimacy 
of Nazareth. He made every effort 
to work with his hands in line with 
this inspiration. He often lamented 
that his linguistic work left him 
little time for this humble work.  

Intellectual work for its own 
sake was sometimes repugnant to 
him... because it prevented him 
from working with his hands as 
Jesus did in Nazareth! And he did 
his linguistic work more out of 
duty than desire! But he did it in 
the spirit that I tried to communi-
cate to you above. He knew that he 
was working for future gener-
ations. But in fact, this work is es-
pecially appreciated today by the 
Tuaregs themselves! 

Charles de Foucauld always be-
lieved that he somehow took the 
time spent studying the language 
and customs of the people he lived 
away from his manual labour. And 
yet he worked hard, with uncom-
mon zeal. What he did there was a 
kind of groundwork for future 
generations while at the same time 

benefiting from the contacts it 
could give him.  

He craved to be like Jesus in 
Nazareth, rooted in the lives of the 
people he came into contact with 
so that he might radiate Jesus, 
even if he did not see the fruits. He 
was a pioneer. His way of witness-
ing was not by words, and yet God 
knows he was capable of doing 
that, but by radiating the charity of 
Jesus to every human being. His 
life was about being like that of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

Charles de Foucauld was not a 
linguist by vocation. We may ask 
ourselves what drove him to invest 
so much in the Tuareg language in 
this village of about twenty 
families.  

This work is in the spirit of Na-
zareth and his plan to follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus. He wasn't 
"playing", he wasn't pretending, he 
wasn't putting on an act by living 
this hidden existence in this lost 
corner of Hoggar. He undertook 
this immense work to incarnate 
himself and, above all, prepare the 
way for others. To find himself in 
conformity with his Master and 
Lord, Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
This is the essential meaning of 
this deep commitment. 

Moreover, he wanted his work 
published under a name other than 
his own. Again, this desire to re-
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main insignificant and to seek the 
last place! This effort, this desire 
touches us as a Church in our con-
cern to be incarnated in the midst 
of a people, which is why we must 
attach so much importance to this 
dimension of his life. 

2- Our Church life in the foots-
teps of Jesus with Brother Charles 

- Jesus became incarnate to 

encounter the men and women of 

his time  

It was in the synagogue before 
the people of Nazareth, where he 
grew up, that he revealed the 
meaning of his mission: 

"The Spirit of God is upon me... 
He has sent me to bring the Good 
News to the poor, proclaim release 
to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, and set the op-
pressed free" (Lk 4:18).   

Since no one is a prophet in his 
own country, the inhabitants of 
this village practically chased him 
away, as they would someone pre-
tentious who interfered with the 
ancestral customs. Who does this 
carpenter's son think he is, without 
university degrees, and who dares 
to lecture us?  

Perhaps this refusal triggered 
his decision to go elsewhere since 

his relatives were deaf and not 
open to his message. 

But let's not forget that this 
move towards his people was pre-
ceded by thirty years of learning in 
the great university of life!  

For thirty years he learned to be 
a man. He grew up like the 
children of his age, he went to 
learn in the synagogue of his vil-
lage; he also learned about life, 
about death, about the suffering of 
the people of his time. He had a 
trade, got his hands dirty, sweated 
to earn his living. 

Let us not forget that Jesus 
lived in a large family. He was 
often pictured between Mary and 
Joseph. This is how Charles de 
Foucauld imagined him. But he 
lived in the large family of Joseph, 
to whom God had said in a dream, 
"Do not be afraid to take Mary into 
your home, your wife" (Mt 1:20). 
And they referred to his "brothers 
and sisters" to show that they 
knew him well! 

I like to think that he dis-
covered in Joseph the ideal image 
of a father. It had to be so for him 
to be able to say one day: "When 
you pray, say 'Abba, Father'". 
Would this have been so if he had 
a failed relationship with Joseph?  
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As we meditate on life in Naza-
reth, let's think about the beautiful 
figure of Joseph. He is sometimes 
presented as a quiet old man. For 
me, he embodies the eternal youth 
of God to whom the incarnate 
Word is entrusted. 

In this university of life in Na-
zareth, he observed the people and 
listened to them: there is no evi-
dence of any preaching activity 
during this long period. He learned 
at length to receive before giving, 
before speaking: from his parents, 
from his contemporaries, but also 
and above all from God his Father, 
whom he met and discovered in 
intimacy, behind the closed door 
of his house or on some mountain-
side. In Nazareth, Jesus prayed. He 
learned from his parents and his 
entourage how pray. 

The vocation of Jesus began 
with a long confrontation with life; 
through a long heart-to-heart with 
the Scriptures, He, the Word, the 
Word of God, committed himself 
to study. For he studied, on his 
own, and also undoubtedly under 
the guidance of some rabbis in the 
synagogue of his village.  

He listened, learned, reflected 
and prayed before speaking or re-
vealing himself. He became close 
to others, their daily lives, their 
worries, and their questioning of 
the existence he shared with them.  

He prepared the simple lan-
guage of the Parables and "fer-
mented" them in Nazareth. 
Through them, he would tell us 
what it is like to grow grain, work 
in the vineyard, and tend the fig 
tree. And also the labour of the 

Father Charles de Foucauld in front of his first chapel in Tamanrasset
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workers! And it was out of the 
contemplation of ordinary people 
that he made the astonishing proc-
lamation of the Beatitudes. His 
knowledge of Scripture prepared 
him for his confrontations with the 
Pharisees.  

He prepared himself to be the 
man of others, for others. 

When he left Nazareth and 
began to walk along the paths of 
Palestine, it was, first of all, to go 
and meet his own people and an-
nounce the Good News to them: 
that of the universal love of God. 
It was first of all to the people of 
his own nation that he addressed 
himself. It was towards them that 
he directed his steps.  

"And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us" (Jn 1:14).  

In Jesus, the Word of God be-
came flesh and dwelt in our hu-
manity. He wanted to learn the 
hard work of living in a specific 
time and country; he spoke the 
language and followed people's 
customs. He became one with the 
people, worked with his hands, 
and became part of the life of the 
people. We, too, want to partici-
pate in the life of the people where 
we live, just as our Master did. 
Can you imagine what this means 
for us, his disciples? 

- This profoundly links culture 

with the Incarnation 

It is in this sense that the Coun-
cil understood culture:  

"There are many ties between 
the message of salvation and 
human culture. For God, revealing 
Himself to His people to the extent 
of a full manifestation of Himself 
in His Incarnate Son, has spoken 
according to the culture proper to 
each epoch." (Gaudium et Spes, 
The Church in the Modern World, 
no. 58). 

Incarnation through culture is, 
first and foremost, a commitment 
to be present to one another and to 

welcome each other in our dif-

ferences. Looking at our diocesan 
communities in France (like what 
I experienced in the Sahara), we 
come from different nations and 
ethnic groups, different mother 
tongues, and different mentalities. 
And we are present in a world 
marked by difference. The cultural 
dimension, especially in the out-
skirts of our big cities, is more and 
more pronounced. Not to mention 
the global culture that tends to 
wipe out the others! 

Therefore, our Christian com-
mitment is naturally part of our 
common vocation: knowledge of 



FORUM

300

the language, customs, religious 
and cultural traditions, with the 
greatest respect for those we live 
with. Entering into the culture of 
the other is, in the manner of 
Christ, to become incarnate where 
we are and to share his humanity.  

-To incarnate is first and fore-
most to learn the language, learn 

to speak and relate with others. 
In the Maghreb, we do our best to 
provide this opportunity, especially 
to newcomers. We all know how 
much energy Charles de Foucauld 
devoted in line with his vocation to 
imitate life in Nazareth, how many 
hours of hard work and fatigue. 
The Church also has the task of 
taking this step, not only to learn 
the language but also to understand 
better the culture of the other, to 
sow better the leaven of the Gos-
pel. Is this effort not to be made in 
our modern world where so much 
fear and suspicion hangs over us? 
Is the world not also ours to ap-
proach and save?  

This dimension also points in 
another direction, that of cultural 
sharing: in a fraternal exchange, to 

put the other person in a position 

to know his own culture better 

and history and open him up to dif-
ferent cultures. All the work done 
in our libraries and the language 
courses broaden our horizons to-
wards the other. These activities 
are also "platforms of encounter", 
to use an expression of Pierre 
Claverie, where we open ourselves 
to our plural humanity. In mutual 
emulation, we show that it is poss-
ible to meet each other despite our 
cultural differences: it is sharing 
humanity, a common stimulation 
for a more human world. To use an 
expression of Brother Christian de 
Chergé: our differences then take 
on the meaning, the direction, of 
communion.

+Claude Rault.
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F
rans was born in Bois-
fort, in the province of 
Brabant, on January 5, 

1930. His father was the director 
of the bank "Caisse d'Epargne". 
Frans studied Greco-Latin hu-
manities at the Saint John Berch-
mans College in Brussels, where 
he became involved in the Scouts. 
He joined the White Fathers in 
Boechout in September 1947, did 
his novitiate in Varsenare and his 
theology in Heverlee, where he 
took his missionary oath on July 
11, 1953 and was ordained a priest 
on April 18, 1954. His formators 
appreciated Frans' balance and 
common sense, intelligence, and 
generosity; he was a sympathetic 
and kind confrere, realistic and 

very human. He was an excellent 
bilingual speaker who knew how 
to joke and did not impose him-
self. He was a leader by nature, but 
he got along with everyone and 
fitted whit everyone. Perhaps he 
was easily contented? He obtained 
a degree in classical philology and 
the agrégat for secondary educa-
tion at the Catholic University of 
Leuven in 1958. 

Burundi - Brussels - Burkina 

Frans went to Ijenda in the dio-
cese of Gitega, where he started to 
study Kirundi on November 18, 
1958. A few months later, he was 
appointed teacher at the Rusengo 
Normal School. He was allowed to 
spend a few months working in the 

Frans Devillé 
1930 - 2022

Born in:
Watermaal, Belgium 

le 05/01/1930

Sp Year:
Varsenare, Belgium 

le 21/09/1949

Oath:
Heverlee, Belgium 

le 11/07/1953

Priesthood:
Heverlee, Belgium 

le 18/04/1954

Died at:
Brugge, Belgium 

le 12/03/2022



OBITUARIES

302

parish of Gitwenge before being 
sent to the junior seminary of 
Mugera in August 1960. Father 
Thevenon, the Regional, noted 
that Frans seemed to be suited to 
teaching and that he taught Greek 
with great pleasure. In September 
1963, he became professor and 
prefect of studies at the junior 
seminary of Burasira. He visited 
the outstations every Sunday. His 
first home leave was also his final 
departure.  

His first home leave was also 
his definitive departure from Bu-
rundi: after the great retreat at 
Villa Cavalletti in September 
1965, he was asked by Bishop 
Jadot, the director, to join the Pon-

tifical Mission Societies' national 
secretariat in Brussels: secondary 
education section. He became su-
perior of our community on 
Plasky Avenue. Between January 
1970 and 1974, Frans was secre-
tary-general of the National 
Missionary Council. 

When he was forty years old, 
Frans thought that he should not 
wait too long if he wanted to re-
turn to Africa. Several possibilities 
were discussed with the General 
Council (e.g. chaplaincy of a high 
school in Ivory Coast). Frans fi-
nally opted for the CESAO 
(Centre d'Etudes et d'Expérimen-
tations Economiques et Sociales 
de l'Afrique de l'Ouest), founded 

Center for Economic and Social Studies and Experiments in West Africa,  

founded by the Missionaries of Africa in 1960
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by the White Fathers in Bobo-
Dioulasso, with buildings owned 
by the diocese, and whose activ-
ities extended to all of West Af-
rica. In August 1974, Frans left for 
what was still called Upper Volta; 
he became the administrative di-
rector of Cesao, which was not an 
easy task with students coming 
from several countries. He had to 
adapt to the climate, which was 
warmer than what he had experi-
enced in Central Africa. He tried 
to learn a little Dioula, the local 
language, to converse a little when 
he visited the villages. He became 
a member of the regional council 
in March 1980. 

Provincial assistant in Belgium 
and an interlude in Rome 

His second attempt to return to 
Africa ended barely seven years 
later. On July 1, 1981, Frans was 
appointed assistant provincial to 
Jan Lenssen. He had to wait for his 
successor in Bobo for several 
weeks, but he took advantage of 
this time to say goodbye to con-
freres, Belgian and others and visit 
some posts he did not know yet. 
He arrived in Brussels in mid-De-
cember. His first mandate ended 
before his term of office: Frans 
was called to Rome as General 
Secretary at the beginning of 

1984. He took advantage of his 
stay to learn Italian. At the end of 
his six-year service, he returned to 
Belgium, where he was again 
chosen for two terms as vice-prov-
incial, with Hubert Huybrechts in 
1990 and Theo Caerts in 1993.  

Other missions in Belgium 

At the end of his term, Frans 
expressed his desire to join the 
ANB-BIA (African News Bull-
etin) project. Paolo Costantini and 
Dick Calcutt gladly supported the 
idea; they mainly needed someone 
to compile files on the different 
countries in Africa. So in Novem-
ber 1996, Frans moved to Vander-
vleet Street, near the offices on 

130 Linthout Street
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Charles Woeste Avenue in Jette. In 
2003, when ANB-BIA went bank-
rupt, Frans was appointed man-
ager of Linthoutstraat 130. During 
all these years, Frans ensured mass 
every weekend in Sint-Brixius-
Rhode (Meise), "a very friendly 
and inspiring priest, who lives the 
gospel with a warm heart of faith", 
wrote the periodical Kerk en 
Leven about him when he took his 
leave and moved to Varsenare in 
2008. 

He knew that he was still fit 
enough to help his many elderly 
and less healthy confreres. Some-
times he took care of the library, 
always ready to be of service. He 
remained a modest, unpretentious 
and friendly confrere. And those 
who know his perfect bilingualism 
always found him prepared to do 
translations, such as in the case of 
AEFJN (Africa Europe Faith and 
Justice Network). He wrote the 
short curriculum of deceased con-
freres for the albums of Brother 
Francis for many years. He went 

out on his bicycle for many years 
and was one of the few confreres 
who enjoyed the park day after 
day. His eyesight deteriorated so 
much at the end of 2020 that he 
needed a large magnifying glass to 
read. 

On February 15, 2022, his con-
freres found him unconscious on 
the floor in the corridor near his 
room. He was operated on im-
mediately in Saint-Jean. He ap-
peared to be recovering slowly. 
They already thought of a room 
for him in Avondrust... but he tip-
toed out on Saturday evening, 
March 12. 

The funeral took place on Fri-
day, March 18, in the chapel of 
Varsenare, followed by the burial 
in the cemetery. Frans, rest in 
peace. 

 

Jef Vleugels
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E
ngelbert was born on 
May 24, 1938, in 
Worms. His father was a 

train driver, and his mother took 
care of the education of two girls 
and two boys. Engelbert attended 
primary and secondary school and 
graduated in 1960.  

In his last year of high school, 
he decided to become a diocesan 
priest and began his philosophical 
studies at the major seminary in 
the Diocese of Mainz. While 
there, he discovered his vocation 
and joined the Missionaries of Af-
rica in Trier, where he did his sec-
ond year of philosophy and then 
the novitiate in Hörstel. He studied 
theology in Vals, taking his 
missionary oath on June 29, 1966. 

On June 23, 1967, he was ordained 
a priest in his hometown. 

Engelbert expressed two 
wishes to the Superior General for 
an appointment: to be appointed to 
Zaire and to train as a mechanical 
engineer before going there. His 
first request was granted as he was 
appointed to the diocese of Bunia 
in Ituri. His second wish was not 
granted, though that did not pre-
vent him from being committed to 
his technical predilection. Already 
the professors at Trier and Vals 
mentioned his interest and tech-
nical skills; he would practice 
them until he retired.

Engelbert Degünther 
1938 - 2022

Born in:
Worms, Germany 

le 24/05/1938

Sp Year:
Hörstel, Germany 

le 15/08/1962

Oath:
Vals, Le puy, France 

le 27/06/1966

Priesthood:
Worms, Germany 

le 24/06/1967 

Died at:
Trier, Germany 

le 11/03/2022
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Almost 30 years  
in the D.R. Congo  

Engelbert arrived in Congo in 
January of 1968. He joined the 
parish of Fataki in the diocese of 
Bunia after the language course 
and remained there until 1992. He 
then took a sabbatical year in Ger-
many, interrupted by the 30 day 
retreat in Jerusalem. In August 
1993, he returned to the Congo 
and was appointed to the diocese 
of Mahagi. He worked for two 
years in the parish of Aba; and 
spent a year in the parish of Laybo 
in 1995. He was appointed vicar of 
the parish of Aru in 1996. How-
ever, he was forced to return to his 
home province due to his poor 
state of health.  

In Germany 

To familiarize himself with the 
German society, which was in full 
evolution because of the unifica-
tion of the two Germanies, he ac-
cepted to be bursar of the 
Haigerloch community. Having 

spent so many years in the pastoral 
ministry, he would ask to work in 
a specialized home to care for the 
elderly and handicapped, in Rilch-
ingen, in the Saarland region, near 
the community of Trier. As he ap-
proached the age of eighty, he no 
longer had the strength to continue 
any pastoral service, so in 2013 he 
asked to be allowed to join the 
confreres in our retirement home 
in Trier. However, three years 
later, he had to move once again 
when the Missionaries of Africa 
handed over the house, which was 
the first residence of the White 
Fathers in Germany, to the diocese 
of Trier. Together with the whole 
community, he moved to the re-
tirement home run by the Brothers 
of Charity. 

He suffered from serious health 
problems in his last years. After an 
operation, he became so weak that 
he handed his life over to God on 
March 11, 2022. 

 

Hans Vöcking
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H
enri Neveu was born 
on September 4, 1929, 
in Saint-Maurice La 

Clouère in the Poitou region. His 
father, Pierre, an engineer who 
died in his 100th year, and his 
mother, Henriette Chevalier Ru-
figny, had five children, including 
a daughter, Claire, a Benedictine 
at the Abbey of Maumont near An-
goulême, and four boys. The first 
died while studying at the major 
seminary in Poitiers. Two became 
engineers, Paul and André (Paul 
had four sons, one of whom is a 
priest in the diocese of Marseille; 
he celebrated the funeral of his 
uncle in Billère), and Henri. They 
used to meet on their father's prop-
erty at "La Vacherie". 

Henri did his primary education 
in Moulins; he made his first com-
munion and received his confirma-
tion there. He continued his 
secondary studies in Angers, 
where he obtained his Baccalaure-
ate in Maths Elem. It was in 
Angers that he met his first White 
Father. 

He entered Kerlois in Septem-
ber 1948 for two years of philos-
ophy, then followed the normal 
course of studies: novitiate in 
1950-51 at Maison-Carrée, mili-
tary service in Bizerte in 1952 in 
the 3rd R.T.S. as the doctor's sec-
retary, three years of theology in 
Thibar, Tunisia, taking the 
missionary oath on June 27, 1955, 

Henri Neveu 
1929 - 2022

Born in:
St Maurice, France 

le 04/09/1929

Sp Year:
Maison-Carrée, Algeria 

le 27/09/1950
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Thibar, Tunisia 

le 27/06/1955

Priesthood:
Carthage, Tunisia 

le 01/04/1956

Died at:
Poitiers, France 

le 15/01/2022
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and finally a year in Carthage with 
the ordination to the priesthood on 
April 1, 1956. 

54 years of mission  
in Burkina Faso 

After a period with his family, 
he embarked for Dakar in Mar-
seille on August 12, 1956. He 
stayed with his brother, then a civil 
servant at the BAO, for eight days 
before taking a plane to Upper 
Volta. Cardinal Gerlier (of Lyon) 
had ordained Bishop Dieudonné 
Yougbaré, the first African Bishop 
in West Africa, in Ouagadougou 
two months earlier. 

He was appointed to the junior 
seminary of Pabré, where he 
taught mainly mathematics and 
physics-chemistry from the 
seventh to the twelfth grade. When 
Modern Maths was introduced in 
Upper Volta, he would go to 
Ouaga every week and spend a 
morning being introduced to it 
with all the secondary math 
teachers in the country. However, 
when the Bishop suggested that he 
do a degree in mathematics, he re-
fused categorically, although the 
son of a poly-technician. An anec-
dote: he corrected his students' 
papers alone and aloud in his room 
as if the student was there. And his 
confrere overheard him say: "But 

no! My man, I repeated it three 
times! You're making fun of me!" 

Henri needed physical exercise. 
On his days off at Kerlois and Thi-
bar, he always chose the group 
that went the furthest, at least 50 
km round trip in 8 hours, including 
lunch. He won the Tunisian 
10,000-meter championship dur-
ing his military service. 

He amazed the seminarians 
during manual labour. He came 
back in his work gandoura, before 
the Council, and then in his under-
shirts. He was also the students' 
nurse: he always carried a tube of 
aspirin and one of nivaquine in his 
pocket: one tablet of each was 
usually enough to stop a malaria 
attack in a quarter of a second. 

He sang well and was not 
afraid of prefaces "solemnior" or 
the Exultet in Latin. He directed 
many students at the seminary and 
the novitiate of the Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception who lived 
next door. So, when the Bishop 
sent him to Manga in 1967 to learn 
the language and be initiated into 
the ministry, he obliged him to re-
turn to Pabré every week, 120 km 
away, to not let them down. 

After 32 years of teaching in 
Pabré, he was appointed to the 
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diocese of Ouahigouya, the Sister 
Superior of the girls' college of 
Ouahigouya, who had not found a 
maths teacher for her college, con-
tacted him, and he reluctantly ac-
cepted to be a replacement for one 
year only. He was appointed 
curate at the cathedral and re-
mained there for 22 years. 

For him, the country's transi-
tion to independence was not dif-
ficult. The first president was a 
former student of Pabré. For about 
20 years, Pabré alumni and Cath-
olics had a lot of influence in the 
different governments. He was 
happy to accept his decoration of 
the National Order of Burkina 
Faso, which was undoubtedly well 

deserved; he was also delighted 
that his request for dual French 
and Burkinabe nationality was ac-
cepted. He then took the name of 
Peng-Wende Kaboré: Peng-
Wende is a relatively common 
first name: "one who praises 
God". Kaboré is a fairly common 
name, borne among others by one 
of his former students, Thomas 
Kaboré, Bishop of Kaya, who was 
his superior in Pabré for several 
years. He was also proud to have 
taught maths to six bishops, in-
cluding his Bishop of Ouahi-
gouya, who later became the 
cardinal archbishop of the capital, 
Ouagadougou. 
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Back to France 

Henri was repatriated in July 
2011. He would spend ten days at 
St. Joseph's Hospital in Paris, then 
ten days of convalescence at Rue 
Friant. He visited his family be-
fore going to Billère, where he 
was appointed. On arrival, he was 
asked to be sacristan. While there, 
he lived quietly; he was very com-
munity-minded. He read a lot and 
was also a man of prayer. 

When asked how he lived his 
retirement, he answered: "It is not 
because we are old that we no 
longer need the word of the Lord. 
In France, there are also many un-
happy people. However, I must be 
prepared to make the great transi-
tion from death to life at my age. 
The liturgy says that life is not de-
stroyed; it is transformed. Saint 

Theresa used to say: "I am not 
going towards death, I am going 
into life, I am going towards the 
light". Well, so am I! 

Henri died on January 15, 
2022, at the age of 92, with 66 
years of missionary life. There 
was a night of prayer that recalled 
his accomplished life. The funeral 
mass took place in the chapel of 
the EHPAD, attended by six 
members of his family who came 
from Paris to accompany him to 
his final resting place. Charles 
Neveu, Henri's nephew, a priest in 
Marseille, presided over the fu-
neral. Henri, rest in peace with the 
confreres who preceded you! 

 

Christian Gindre 
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J
osef, known as Sepp, was 
born on 22 July 1939 in 
Haigerloch. He was the 

youngest of three sons of Heinrich 
Hochheimer and his wife Fran-
ziska, née Eith, who ran a lock-
smith's workshop. His father and 
older brother were both mobilised 
during the Second World War. 
While the father returned safely 
from the war, his brother was kil-
led in 1943 during the campaign 
against Russia.  

Sepp attended primary school 
from September 1945 to 1952, 
then joined the White Fathers' ju-
nior seminary in his home village 
but stayed there as a boarder. He 
then continued at the junior semi-
nary in Zaitzkofen in 1955 and in 

1956 at the grammar school in 
Großkrotzenburg, where he gra-
duated in March 1960. His years at 
the junior seminary strengthened 
his decision to become a missio-
nary in Africa. He studied philoso-
phy in Trier from May 1960 to 
August 1962, then did his novitiate 
in Gap and studied theology in 
Vals from 1962 to 1966. He took 
the missionary oath on 28 June 
1965 and was ordained a priest on 
2 July 1966 in Frankfurt am Main.  

Between Germany  
and Burkina Faso 

His first appointment did not 
take him to Africa; however, he 
was prefect of the White Fathers' 
junior seminary in Linz/Rhein for 

Josef Hochheimer 
1939 – 2022
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Haigerloch, Germany 
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Frankfurt, Germany 

le 02/07/1966
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Hechingen, Germany 

le 08/04/2022
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three years while working in mis-
sionary animation and as a cha-
plain at the Catholic hospital in 
Linz. He was appointed to Africa 
in 1968 and left for Upper Volta in 
October. He arrived in the diocese 
of Nouna, where he worked for the 
next 13 years. He had his first pas-
toral experience in the parish of 
Tansilla before moving to Solenzo 
in 1974. The village had develo-
ped into an increasingly cultural 
and economic centre, and a new 
parish was founded there. Since 
this was a new foundation, it was 
not possible to follow the normal 
pastoral way of doing: the guide-
lines had to be integrated into the 
place's pastoral, political, social, 
and economic situation. For this 
reason, the three years spent in So-
lenzo were the most important in 
Sepp's work in Burkina Faso. 
Meanwhile, in 1977, he took part 
in the 30-day retreat in Jerusalem.  

He returned to the German pro-
vince in 1984 to take charge of the 
first phase of formation for White 
Father candidates in Trier. During 
his time as a philosophy student, 
the seminary was full, but now he 
was responsible for a group of 
candidates who could be counted 
on the fingers of one hand. They 
studied philosophy with the pries-
thood candidates of the diocese of 

Trier at the university; Sepp intro-
duced them to spirituality and pre-
pared them for life as missionaries 
to Africa in an international 
community. After three years of 
service in the province, he retur-
ned to the chaplaincy of Solenzo. 
In 1989, the confreres elected him 
vice-provincial, and he moved to 
Ouagadougou for two consecutive 
terms.  

Sepp took a sabbatical year 
after those years of responsibility. 
He followed a three-month spiri-
tuality course with the Benedic-
tines in Münsterschwarzach and 
then a three-month course at the 
Jesuit Manresa Centre in Quebec. 
He returned to Burkina in 2000 
and the diocese of Nouna in Tan-
sila parish, where he had started as 
a young missionary in 1972. After 
nine years, he moved to Koudou-
gou, where he stayed until his final 
return to the German sector in 
2013. 

In 2005 he became involved in 
the "Arbitrators" or "Para legal-
advisors" project set up by the dio-
cese of Nouna. The Justice and 
Peace Commission did not just 
want to distribute food to the poor; 
it wanted to enable rural society in 
the dioceses of Ouahigouya, De-
dougou and Nouna to have access 
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to justice; the ‘para legal-advisors’ 
were to help them in this task. 
They were trained by judges and 
by the Dedougou police. The 
parishes provided them with an of-
fice; they were to help mediate, for 
example, in cases of burglary, cor-
ruption, inheritance and land dis-
putes, between peasants and 
herders, child labour, abuse of 
power, or the inability of widows 
to inherit. The population and the 
justice and police personnel reco-
gnised and respected their work. 

New life in Germany 

Even though he was becoming 
weaker with age, Sepp was able 
and determined to remain active in 
the pastoral ministry in Germany. 
He was welcomed by the Trier 
community in January 2014 and 
became involved in pastoral care. 
When in April 2014, the confreres 
moved to the Brothers of Charity 
retreat centre, he became superior 
of the community and, at the same 

time, took on the function of cha-
plain of the retreat centre. But his 
hearing became weaker, and wor-
king with the residents became 
more and more difficult.  He asked 
to be released from his duties as a 
chaplain in 2019 and joined the 
community in Hechingen. Thanks 
to his positive attitude towards life 
and kindness, his integration into 
a quieter life went smoothly. Mo-
reover, Hechingen is only a "su-
burb" of Haigerloch so he could 
stay in contact with his relatives 
and the friends from his youth du-
ring the last phase of his life. 

Sepp fell asleep peacefully in 
his armchair on Easter Monday, 
18 April 2022. He was buried on 
25 April 1922 in the Missionaries 
of Africa cemetery in Haigerloch. 

 

Hans Vöcking 
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O
ur brother Adrián Jimé-
nez Segura passed 
away on the morning 

of 21 March in the San Francisco 
de Asís Hospital in Madrid after 
several days in intensive care in 
hospital.  

One of his friends, who regu-
larly called to ask about him, told 
us "that Adrián was a man of God 
with whom he recently spoke 
about life and death in a deeply 
Christian way". Adrián said in his 
will: "I know and accept that it is 
necessary to die, and that death 
lived with faith and love, is the 
passing from this life to eternal 
Life, and that to achieve this, one 
must necessarily die. I would re-
quest that I be able to receive the 

last sacraments in time and be hel-
ped spiritually by prayer". 

Adrián was born on 1 April 
1939, the last day of the Spanish 
Civil War, which brought so much 
misery and tragedy to Spanish so-
ciety. He came from Gójar, a small 
town near Granada, where his 
parents had built a house to raise 
their family of three sons and three 
daughters with dignity. 

Being good Christians, his 
parents took Adrián to the dioce-
san seminary in Granada to study 
for the priesthood. Adrián said he 
was aware that he discovered and 
accepted his vocation and missio-
nary vocation over the years: he 
often read magazines and was in-
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terested in mission stories but kept 
it to himself because he did not yet 
want to reveal his desire to even-
tually go on the missions. Africa 
was his priority and the horizon 
that marked his life. The most re-
mote corner of Africa, Mozam-
bique, was, according to him, the 
object of his first African dream. 

In 1962, while still studying 
theology at the seminary in Gra-
nada, Adrián joined the Society of 
Missionaries of Africa and follo-
wed the required steps of forma-
tion: novitiate in Gap (France), 
theology in Heverlee (Belgium) 
and preparation for the mission in 
Mours (France). 

Mission in D.R. Congo 

Apart from a short period of 
missionary animation in Seville 
from 1990 to 1994, Adrián's mis-
sionary life first took place in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo for 
ten years and then in Tanzania for 
31 years. 

Thanks to his BMW 500 mo-
torbike, which he loved to ride, 
Adrián, a zealous pastor and good 
preacher, travelled his mission sta-
tions' dusty or muddy roads to 
visit remote Christian communi-
ties and bring them the word of 
God and the sacraments. It is said 

that one day, on his way back to 
the mission, Adrián overtook the 
bishop's car with his BMW. The 
bishop, angry and in a bad mood, 
threatened to ban him from any 
pastoral action "if these excesses 
were to happen again"! It is also 
said that with his bike, Adrián was 
the terror of the animals in the 
African jungle; the bishop must 
have had a point... 

His first missionary country in 
Africa after his ordination in 1968 
was the Democratic Republic of 
Congo in the violent years after in-
dependence. These were years of 
war, and he even had to flee to Bu-
tare, in neighbouring Rwanda, and 
then return to Spain. He worked 
for ten years in the missions of 
Bukavu, Bagira and Shabunda. 
His work during these years is best 
summed up in these words that 
Adrián addressed to the provincial 
of Spain in 1980: "I worked in the 
city for five years, and I was very 
happy; then I worked in the bush 
for about six years, and I was even 
happier. Now I prefer the bush, the 
tours (safaris) in the outstations, 
and interior missions. What I pre-
fer most are the masses for the 
Christians, the wide-open spaces, 
the many activities, the pastoral 
work, the movement, the full 
churches, the daily work, the poor, 
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and the hard life without comfort. 

Due to disagreements with the 
bishop and the superiors over a de-
cision concerning the future of the 
Shabunda mission where he wor-
ked, Adrián left the Congo, 'angry 
and bitter', and never returned. He 
took advantage of this departure to 
study at the Lumen Vitae Pastoral 
Institute in Brussels (1980-1981) 
while working with immigrants in 
a parish in the Belgian capital. 
Adrián then went to Dublin to take 
an English course with a view to 
being appointed to an English-
speaking country in Africa. During 

his stay in Dublin, he was part of 
a community of White Fathers 
where he left an excellent memory 
of "an excellent confrere, much 
appreciated in his community". 

Mission in Tanzania 

After the retreat session at St 
Anne's in Jerusalem, Adrián hea-
ded for Tanzania, his new destina-
tion in Africa. Since he already 
knew the language, Kiswahili, he 
immediately began his pastoral 
work, always as a parish priest, in 
the missions of Singida, Bukumbi, 
Makokola, Nyakato, Mabamba 
and Kabanga for 31 long years. An 
inveterate pipe smoker (in Africa 
this seems to give an old man a 
look of dignity!), he was a priest 
endowed with a charisma that led 
him to relate easily to people and 
to offer, when necessary, spiritual 
advice to those who sought it and, 
in the words of a confrere, "always 
seeking in his apostolate to un-
derstand, to help and to love". 

Adrián, who knew Kiswahili 
well, was a great talker and story-
teller, something that was well ac-
cepted and much appreciated in 
African culture. He used these sto-
ries, sometimes from the Bible, 
others from African culture or 
even invented by himself, to enter-
tain the people or transmit the Bukavu port
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Gospel's values. That was his main 
pastoral activity during his last 
years in Tanzania: his poor eye-
sight prevented him from doing 
extensive pastoral tours. 

Adrián enjoyed his missionary 
life in Tanzania: he spoke proudly 
of his work on behalf of unprotec-
ted women in their marriages ("I 
had to go before the judges many 
times to testify on their behalf") he 
said, of a homily at a large Easter 
celebration where he denounced a 
rich Muslim exploiter in the city, 
which led to physical threats and 

four years of court hearings. 
Above all, he talked about the cen-
tre for the protection of 130 albi-
nos that the mission had built with 
the help of the Tanzanian govern-
ment and foreign NGOs. Tanzania 
has the most significant number of 
people with albinism in the world, 
and they are at serious risk of 
being murdered for various rea-
sons.  

Back to Spain 

Adrián would have preferred to 
remain in Tanzania for the rest of 
his life, but a serious accident for-
ced him to return to Spain. During 
a liturgical celebration, he fell 
backwards from the top of the po-
dium where the priests were sit-
ting, seriously damaging his spine. 
He returned to Spain for medical 
treatment in 2015. 

Adrián never regained enough 
physical health to return to the 
mission. During the first years of 
his stay in Spain, his mind and 
heart were still in Tanzania, where 
he hoped to return to work or at 
least say goodbye to the people he 
left so suddenly. Unfortunately, 
that was not possible, and it cau-
sed him bitterness and severe de-
pression that prevented him from 
being fully happy in the last years 
of his life in Spain. We all suffered 
from this. 

Singida, Tanzania
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The confreres in Madrid and 
Benicassim who lived with Adrián 
on his final return from Africa re-
member him as a confrere of 
strong character and endurance, 
with recurrent health problems due 
to age, particularly difficulty wal-
king and very poor eyesight; but 
happy in community, he remained 
faithful to community prayer. He 
didnt "want to go to a retirement 
home in Seville where he could re-
ceive better care. We were all 
aware that not being able to return 
to Tanzania for health reasons cau-
sed him the depression that we had 
to live with, including Adrián.

Following the new restruc-
turing of our houses in Spain, 
Adrián went to the new commu-
nity in Madrid on 5 March. He ar-
rived tired, perhaps due to the long 
journey, and could not recover 
well. On 12 March, he asked us to 
take him to the hospital in San 
Francisco de Asís, where he died 
on Monday morning, 21 March. 
He did not fear death, and, as he 
wrote in his will, he awaited it 
with faith and love. God came to 
take him and received him in his 
arms with love, proud of his ser-
vant for all the missionary work 
done in Africa. 

 

Juan José Oses
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Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa

Missionaries of Africa

Father Marien van den Eijnden of the Diocese of Breda, Neder-
lands, who died in Heythuysen, Netherlands, on the 16th of May 2022, 
at the age of 82 years, of which 57 years of missionary life in in Tanzania 
and the Netherlands. 

Father Aldo Giannasi of the Diocese of Modena, Italy, who died in 
Modena, Italy, on the 19th of May 2022, at the age of 86 years, of which 
62 years of missionary life in Mali, Algeria and Italy.

Sister Anna Maria Specht (Borgia). She died in Trier, Germany, 
on the 17th of May 2022, at the age of 89, of which 56 years of religious 
missionary life in Uganda and Germany. 

Sister Beverly Lacayo. She died in Winoosky, United States, on the 
19th of May 2022, at the age of 90, of which 61 years of religious mis-
sionary life in Italy, Malawi, Zambia and United States. 

Sister Agnes Maijer (Hermina Marie). She died in Boxtel, Nether-
lands, on the 20th of May 2022, at the age of 91, of which 70 years of 
religious missionary life in Congo R.D. and Netherlands. 

Sister Sr. Arlene Gates (Elisabeth Anne). She died in Winoowki, 
United States, on the 24th of May 2022, at the age of 92, of which 71 
years of religious missionary life in Uganda, Italy, Kenya and United 
States.
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