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The General Chapter is over. We have 
lived it in the joy of togetherness, in grati-
tude for the gifts received along the way and 
with our eyes fixed on the future. We have 
received so much during this time of grace 
that the time has come to share the fruits of 
our labors.  

Pope Francis, in the papal audience on 
June 13, gave us three clues to make our 
mission a prophetic witness.The first clue is 
to remain rooted in our missionary identity 
as defined by Cardinal Lavigerie: "Be apos-
tles, nothing but apostles!" The Pope remin-
ded us that the apostle is not a manager, nor 
a learned lecturer, nor a computer "wizard"; 
the apostle is above all a witness. 

The second clue is prayer and fellowship 
as a witness. A heart open to God and a heart 
open to our brothers and sisters. 

The third and last clue is prophecy as a 
community action. The Pope told us that 
prophecy is above all, community: it is the 
community that gives prophetic witness.
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which we can help one another to keep looking 
ahead.»
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FOREWORD

At the beginning of our Spiritual Year in Fribourg, one of our forma-
tors told us that there are no unemployed or retired Missionaries of Af-
rica. My personal experience afterwards has confirmed this statement. 
When I look at how our seniors live in retirement homes, I realise that 
we are committed to the service of the Mission until death; our mission-
ary commitment is ad vitam! Ironically, the post-capitular Assembly of 
the European Province in 2016 identified with the metaphor of the psalm 
"growing old, yet still bearing fruit!"  

Our presence in Europe is not synonymous with restructuring be-
cause we remain missionaries inhabited by realism. The senior confreres 
are not missionaries in retirement but retired missionaries. The reality 
of our communities in Europe is very diverse and requires us to be lucid 
to find solutions appropriate to each context. This situation could be ad-
dressed in two ways: on the one hand, attention to the senior confreres 
and, on the other, the missionary commitments of the Province.    

First: attention to the elderly confreres.  

Let us begin with our elderly confreres who committed themselves 
to the mission in Africa. They deserve our attention though they never 
cease to amaze us. Prayer is at the 
heart of their daily community life. 
They are always ready to render ser-
vice to each other and commit them-
selves to various celebrations on an 
ad hoc basis. Despite their advanced 
age, their passion for Africa is still 
strong. They not only keep in their 
hearts their missionary experiences 
but share with anyone who will 

Once a missionary, 
always a missionary!
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FOREWORD

listen. They are always interested in Africa and mission and listen at-
tentively and actively to those who come or return from Africa, Jerusa-
lem, Rome, etc. They accept the sacrifice of old age realistically in terms 
of not having regular commitments, without resignation or fatalism. At 
the same time, they willingly offer their services to voluntary associ-
ations. They reach out to Africans, welcome migrants and refugees into 
their homes and work with people in their neighbourhoods. In the re-
tirement homes they provide pastoral services wherever they are able. 
Those who come into our communities’ experience Africa in Europe.  

Many of them, on their return after a long period in Africa, find it 
difficult to readjust to the pastoral situation in their country. They are 
disoriented by the pastoral challenges linked to consumerism and secu-
larisation, not only about secularism but above all by the erosion of faith 
and Christian practice. However, their life tells us that the mission has 
not ended in Africa. They continue it in Europe. European society today 
is multicultural, with many religions but also different ideological and 
philosophical convictions, hence the need to build bridges through the 
culture of encounters to promote the Kingdom of God: human brother-
hood. Through a stronger bond of friendship, they strengthen the unity 
and solidarity among the people. Visionaries: they do not lack imagin-
ation! 

Missionary commitments 

The most active among them engage in community apostolic inser-
tions. They are active in activities involving encounters with Muslims 
and Africans, and they are enriched by the cultures and religions of those 
they meet. They organise and accompany African Christian commu-
nities and young Africans studying in Europe to promote their human 
rights, Christian formation and professional life. They thus play the role 
of witnesses of God's love for all.  

The Province has six missionary commitments in the spirit of our 
charism: Berlin and Karlsruhe in Germany, Toulouse and Marseille in 
France, Liverpool in England and Roquetas de Mar in Spain. To these 
must be added missionary and vocation promotion in Poland, where the 
confreres are adapting and familiarizing themselves to the various digital 
platforms.  
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There is, therefore, a great missionary spirit in our communities. Our 
houses have an "open door" or "advent window" policy, making them 
places of welcome, listening, hospitality, rest and a source of fraternity. 
Community life attracts neighbours to us as "icons of mission". Our con-
freres have become active in contemplation. And our charism becomes 
contagious to those around us. The call is for our charism to take on a 
meaningful commitment that will be prophetic about the primacy of 
human life.  

Missionaries  ad vitam  

The challenge of our presence in Europe is not a question of structure 
but animation and mission. Both are linked, of course! In fact, the 
mission that we give ourselves in Europe will dictate and guide the type 
of animation that we provide for our communities and confreres. As 
missionary disciples, our vocation impels a witness to the love of God 
for all. We are passionate about Africa; it thrills us wherever we are. We 
do not live in the past; even if we are rooted in it, it is a springboard for 
the future... it is the hope of a new world because, with our disciples' 
eyes, we discern the seeds of a better future in the present. Zechariah 
had announced it concerning John the Baptist, and Jesus lived it pro-
foundly and thus showed us the path to follow.  

Our world needs the Gospel. However, it is incumbent upon us to 
devise the appropriate ways of proclaiming it. Perhaps we need to invent 
other ways of doing it. Are our traditional methods still appropriate 
today? The challenge is to find the best means to make the Gospel good 
news for our contemporaries. 

 

Ignatius Anipu 
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APPOINTMENTS 2022- 1

NAME GIVES RECEIVES

P ABELEDO Yago AMS/USA GMG/Roma

F ABOBO John GhN/Gha EAP/Uga

P AGOH Michel SOA/Phl PAC/RDC

P ANGKOSAALA Francis X PAC/RDC EAP/Tza

P BAHATI Patient GMG/Roma PEP/Gbr

P BAKURI Joseph EAP/Uga PAC/RDC

P BARTUZI Mariusz PEP/Pol Mgh/Alg

P BOMANSAAN Francis EAP/Ken GMG/Roma

P BOYER Christophe SAP/Saf PEP/Fra

P DOMINIC Shiby SOA/Ind EAP/Tza

P DONNIBE D Paul EAP/Tza GhN/Nga

P GARAND René SAP/Zmb AMS/Can

P HAILE Gazena AMS/USA EPO/Eth

P HARELIMANA Prosper GhN/Gha GMG/Roma

P HEMBRAM Kanto PAC/RDC SOA/Ind

P HULECKI Pawel PAO/Civ GMG/Roma

P JOULAIN Stéphane GMG/Roma EAP/Ken

P KAPANGE Elias PAC/RDC SOA/Phl

P KAWAMA Virgilius GhN/Nga EAP/Ken

P LAFLAMME Denis EPO/Jer AMS/Can

P LEFEBVRE Bernard PEP/Fr Mgh/Alg

P LEMAIRE Didier PEP/Bel GMG/Roma

P LEONARD Marc PEP/Bel Mgh/Tun

P LOKOLWA Lambi GMG/Roma PAO/Ner

P LYABONYENDE Emmanuel PEP/Deu SAP/Zmb

P MAKIALA Dieudonné PAC/RDC EAP/Tza

P MARIA JOSEPH Leo L. SAP/Saf GMG/Roma
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Rome, 30th June 2022 

André-Léon Simonart,  
Secretary General.  

NAME GIVES RECEIVES

P MAZUREK Pawel PEP/Pol SAP/Zmb

P MRUTYUN Jaga SAP/Zmb SOA/Ind

P MUCANI Geoffrey EPO/Eth PAC/RDC

P MUKUKA Humphrey PAC/RDC GMG/Roma

P MULENGA Christian PAC/RDC SAP/Zmb

P MWENDA Bonaventura B. Mgh/Alg GMG/Roma

P NSANZURWIMO Marc PAC/Bdi GMG/Roma

P NZOMO Nicholas GhN/Gha EAP/Ken

P PHIRI Felix SAP/Zmb GMG/Roma

P SAWADOGO Didier GMG/Roma PAO/Bfa

P SIMONOWSKI Helmut PAC/RDC PEP/Deu

P SOMBORO Vincent Mgh/Alg GMG/Roma

P SSEKWEYAMA John PAC/RDC GMG/Roma

P SZCZUREK Franciszek SAP/Zmb PEP/Pol

P TARPAGA Anselme K.A. Mgh/Alg GMG/Roma

P TILLMANN Ferdinand EAP/Uga PEP/Deu

P TOUGMA Hervé SAP/Moz GMG/Roma

P TUUREH Clement GMG/Roma PAO/Mali 

P VONCK Pol EPO/Jer PEP/Bel

P WIJFFELS Thomas EPO/Jér PEP/Nld

P YABRE Boris SOA/Phl GhN/Gha

P ZAGULA Marcin GMG/Roma PAC/RDC
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The signs of the times 
- Spain -

The Spanish sector has been 
undergoing a process of adapta-
tion to reality for several years. 
The reasons are simply the lack of 
vocation, the inexorable advance 
of age, and the increasing number 
of deaths. As a result, we are ob-
liged to reduce the number of our 
communities and concentrate on 
places that are more suited to our 
real needs. We see and welcome 
this evolution as part of a process 
guided by the «signs of the times». 
One of the communities that are 
actually experiencing this restruc-
turing process is the community of 
Benicasim.  

This «exodus» does not 
frighten us; it is part of our 
missionary identity. Nomadism is 
a permanent feature of our lives. 
Our foundations are always 
ephemeral, without permanent 
links, adapted to unforeseen 
events, and ready to leave at any 
time for another place. Our final 
horizon is beyond this earth, trust-
ing in a God who is faithful to his 
word. 

Benicasim 

I want to tell you the most re-
cent story of our restructuring. 
This took place in Benicasim, a 
town of about 18,000 inhabitants, 
10 kilometres from Castellón, one 
of the three capitals of the Val-
encian Community. Benicasim - 
as its name suggests - is a town 
linked to Islam thanks to a past 
that is nowadays rather forgotten 
but increasingly claimed by the 
growing presence of North Afri-
can immigrants. Benicasim is also 
the promised land of sun, sea and 
beach lovers. 

Our presence in Benicasim 
itself is recent. It was founded in 
2004, in an suburb a little far from 
the city, with a community of three 
companions in need of rest. The 
choice of the place is linked to the 
late companion Gonzalo Es-
tremera, former bursar of the Car-
melite Fathers of the Desierto de 
las Palmas. They had established 
roots in the area since the end of 
the 17th century. Father Gonzalo 
knew the place well and the many 



MISSION

329

possibilities it offered in terms of 
well-deserved rest for some 
elderly missionaries who were 
tired of travelling around Africa.  

The White Fathers were not 
well known at that time. The only 
people who had heard of us were 
a few priests from Castellón who 
had worked with us in Burkina 
Faso. The reception that the 
people gave us from the beginning 
was beautiful. Life with the neigh-
bours was easy and pleasant. We 
soon realised that they liked our 
way of life. There was every rea-

son to admire us. They were struck 
by our closeness, simplicity and 
joy, as well as by our mission ex-
periences, our stories, and our 
openness to the culture of the 
countries where we had worked: 
Mozambique, Malawi, Congo, 
Tanzania, Burkina Faso, Sudan, 
Algeria, Tunisia, etc. It did not 
take long before we became 
friends. Our homes and hearts 
opened up and gave rise to various 
meetings and confidences. We can 
say that for 18 years we were more 
than good neighbours. We were a 
real family.  

Farewell Mass in Benecasim
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Our departure 

Just like on many other occa-
sions, it was time to say goodbye. 
We chose to do this in the context 
of a Eucharist with neighbours, 
friends and acquaintances in atten-
dance. It was an opportunity to re-
member our shared past. We 
thanked God and the people for 
the friendship we shared, mo-
ments of joy and sorrow, and the 
many expressions of affection ex-
hibited through countless gestures 
of love. We were also reminded of 
the spiritual gifts that we were the 
conduit and the means. Indeed, 
our mission did not stop in Africa. 

We continued this mission in 
Benicasim since the mission is 
wherever there are people, 
brothers and sisters in humanity.  

It was not superfluous to men-
tion our activity and relations with 
the Augustinian nuns, the elderly 
people in a retirement home and 
the faithful of a branch of the par-
ish of Santo Tomas - the chapel of 
San Jaime -  the neighbours of the 
residential areas who came to cel-
ebrate the Eucharist with us, con-
fess or chat in our house... 

We have always tried to make 
our community a place of wel-
come, a point of support, not only 

Benicasim, the patio at home
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for spiritual but also for human 
needs, and a place of rest for 
«those who are tired and over-
whelmed» by the difficulties of 
life. Like Jesus with the Samaritan 
woman or with the disciples of 
Emmaus, we tried to offer a sense 
of life, helping to discover its most 
positive side, giving encourage-
ment and hope to all those who 
knocked at our door.  

The message we left in Benica-
sim is of a community that drew 
its strength from the universality 
of the love of God, Father of all, 
who wants to be light, salt and 
leaven of love and goodness in the 
world today. «We would not want 
our absence to be an obstacle to 
your responsibilities as Christians, 
united in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. The mission is in your 
hands.» 

The White Fathers stay in 
Benicasim will soon be a thing of 
the past. Benicasim was just one 
more of the many experiences in 
our missionary life. Once again, 
we packed up the tent to move to 

another place. In my case, to Mad-
rid, a city of more than five mil-
lion inhabitants, this moves and 
grows in unusual proportions, es-
pecially now that I am beginning 
to feel my strength decline.  

The mission continues without 
us, or rather «with us in another 
way». Now we have to let go of it 
and look back with humility, but 
also with gratitude and without 
nostalgia. All is grace. In the 
meantime, we await the end with 
trust in God, who always keeps his 
promises.

Agustín Arteche Gorostegui
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As of January 1, 1970, the Bel-
gian sector counted 638 priests 
and 48 brothers. On January 1 
1985, there were only 478 priests 
and 21 brothers. Today, there are 
only two brothers left. Both of 
them live in Belgium. There are 
also 96 priests, 83 of whom live in 
Belgium and 13 abroad. Most of 
them are old or even very old. 

The confreres in Belgium live 
in different communities all over 
the country. They are present in 
Varsenare, Antwerp, Genk and 
Namur. There are various commu-
nity houses in Brussels. There is 
the community in the rue de Lin-
thout, the neighbouring houses in 
the Belgian sector and the prov-
ince of Europe: these are in rue 
Charles Degroux.  

We also have confreres living 
in the nursing home in Evere 
(Brussels) and the facility in 
Varsenare near Bruges. The latter 
two nursing homes do not belong 
to us. All the other houses belong 
to the Society of Missionaries of 
Africa; they are «our» houses. 

Over the years, it has become 
more and more difficult to find 
people to manage these houses, 
both in terms of spiritual anima-
tion of the confreres and managing 
the economic aspects of the 
houses. 

Current reality  

Belgium is a multicultural so-
ciety with many international or-
ganisations, including the 
headquarters of the European insti-
tutions. There are many languages 
spoken. There are 1.2 million in-
habitants in the capital. There are 
many religions and philosophical 
convictions too. A large part of the 
population grew up Catholic until 
the 1970s. Today, it has become a 
minority. The churches are becom-
ing increasingly empty. Other 
Christian religions sometimes take 
over the buildings to organise 
prayer vigils. Some churches are 
desecrated: these religious build-
ings are reallocated for commer-
cial use. Many of the migrants are 
Muslims from North Africa, West 
Africa and the Middle East.  

When you have faith, you trust 
- Belgium -
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The elderly confreres struggle 
to find their way in the Belgian 
Catholic Church today. For them, 
it is as if they have once again 
found themselves in a foreign 
country—a country whose cus-
toms they no longer know or 
understand. The elderly confreres 
are ready to serve in the parishes 
and communities as long as they 
can. They find small communities 
of older people like themselves 
where they can still celebrate the 
Eucharist. But «celebrating» with 
older people alone is not self-evi-
dent. In most cases, these commu-
nities are not very «lively. 

Our confreres sometimes say 
that they no longer understand 
their own country. Those who be-
long to communities such as Fo-
colare, Emmanuel, Sant’Egidio, 
gather in small groups. But their 
impact on society is rather moder-
ate.  

Most of our confreres find it 
challenging to move around and 
have lost some of their memory. 
They are gradually no longer 
allowed to drive their cars. Getting 
on a train, a metro, or a bus be-
comes difficult. Others lose their 
balance or fall. They don’t say it 
for fear of not being able to be in-
dependent anymore. 

The house in Namur-La Plante
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What is life like in the communi-
ties in Belgium? 

The community leaders try to 
animate the community. They try 
to maintain prayer life with, 
among other things, the common 
prayer of the breviary and the 
common celebration of the Eu-
charist. The Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation is celebrated together 
every year, as is the Sacrament of 
the Sick. There is the liturgy of the 
Way of the Cross and Eucharistic 
adoration in several places.  

The community superiors see 
that people from outside the com-
munity organise recollections. 

They also try to organise retreats 
in the larger communities. Con-
freres from other communities are 
invited to participate if they can 
travel. When visiting, confreres 
who are still active in Africa, Jeru-
salem, or Rome tell what is hap-
pening in the community where 
they work. The African confreres 
who visit are also listened to and 
appreciated—some who can 
spend a lot of time reading books 
on Africa, spirituality or theology. 

Prayer and reading are part of 
their daily life. Some sick or suf-
fering confreres have the experi-
ence of the Way of the Cross. 
Mutual aid is organised in a frater-

The house in Genk
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nal spirit in community houses: vi-
sits to the hospital or to the rooms; 
support during this last stage of 
life is precious and helps enables 
them to continue in the right direc-
tion.  

Sometimes it is impossible to 
find a confrere to take on the re-
sponsibility of the bursar’s office. 
In this case, we call upon a lay 
person to serve meals for elderly 
confreres, keeping track of their 
medical records and checking 
whether they are taking their 
medication regularly, checking 
whether they are still «really» tak-
ing care of themselves. They also 
see to the cleanliness of their 
rooms and make sure that they 
have a certain quality of life. This 
is usually a full-time job. Most of 
our houses are relatively old: there 
is always something to repair or 
replace. 

The confreres help wash up and 
prepare the tables as much as they 
can. Some of them help with the 

laundry or do some gardening 
work. Some have pastoral com-
mitments in parishes, but increas-
ingly fewer do so.  

When you have faith, you trust. 
Trusting and letting go. If you 
have been very active all your life, 
built, organised and guided every-
thing, it is painful to let go. It is 
not easy to let go of everything 
and pass it on to others. You no 
longer control anything. You let 
yourself be led, and you abandon 
yourself to the grace of God!

Yvo Wellens
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The mission continues 
- Switzerland -

Retired missionaries or with-
drawn missionaries? 

I arrived in Fribourg from Mar-
seille on 12 July 2019 to be punc-
tual as the Swiss traditionally are. 
Indeed, I had received my nomi-
nation as the provincial delegate 
for Switzerland a few months ear-
lier from Gerard Chabanon, our 
European provincial. I had arrived 
from Marseille’s northern districts, 
which resembled two chechias, 
the districts of Bab el Oued in Al-
giers, the Algeria that I left with 
nostalgia after 25 years of pres-
ence. I loved Algeria, Marseille 
and its people, fresh as pastis and 
bubbling like all the people along 
the Mediterranean when the sun 
warms up.  

Smooth like its name, Switzer-
land was far more reserved in its 
welcome. Discretion is measured 
after exuberance and flowery lan-
guage. So here I am, in charge of 
this small sector of Switzerland 
which shares two communities be-
tween several rows of mountains, 
that of Fribourg on the road to 

Bern, the capital, and that of Vey-
ras on the road to Italy.  

Six confreres do their best to 
remain missionaries in their own 
way and according to their age in 
both communities. Most of them 
are over 75 years old, the age at 
which one can no longer officially 
‹serve›. So each one seeks to 
render service in the community 
or respond to occasional requests 
from parishes in need or associ-
ations open to voluntary work.  

My apostolate 

In agreement with the provin-
cial of Europe, I searched for an 
apostolate in the Islamic-Christian 
dialogue. After a failed attempt in 
Brussels due to Corona’s restric-
tions, I found one closer to Swit-
zerland, in the diocese of Annecy 
near the Franco-Swiss border, 
where I act as a delegate for rela-
tions with Muslims. I share a pres-
bytery with a diocesan priest 
where I provide pastoral services 
in the parish of Saints Peter and 
Paul in Genevois with 14 steeples. 
From there, I frequent the work-
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ing-class district of Annemasse, 
where many North Africans are 
concentrated. There I found a very 
active Christian-Muslim group 
that welcomed me quickly.  

On Good Friday, I combined 
my fasting with that of the Mus-
lims on the fifteenth day of Rama-
dan. I helped make 200 bags of 
food distributed to refugees, re-
cluses and street people every 
evening during Ramadan.  

I spend the rest of my time in 
the community in Fribourg, which 
remains the administrative centre 
of our sector. Henri Menoud is the 
bursar and is assisted by Sandra, a 
lay assistant. Clemens Nadler has 
been the faithful secretary of the 
sector for many years.  

Our magazine 

Claude Maillard, Roman 
Stäger, Jean-Marie Gabioud, and I 
are in charge of the editing and 
distributing an annual magazine, 
«Présence-Info», in French and 
German. It is intended to make us 
known in Switzerland by the many 
subscribers who still contribute fi-
nancially to our support and to the 
aid of projects in Africa (where we 
encourage your contributions). 
The theme of the 2023 magazine 
will feature laypeople who work 
with our Society. Many are in-
volved in running our commu-
nities, while others volunteered to 
support the Lavigerie Institute, our 
legal representative in the country.  

The community of Veyras. From left to right: Aloïs Bisinger, Oskar Geisseler,  

René Brossar, Jean-Pierre Roth, Jean-Pierre Chevrolet and Jean-Pierre Sauge
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But our apostolate does not 
stop there. Traditionally we organ-
ise an annual pilgrimage with Af-
rican choirs from all over 
Switzerland to be faithful to our 
Charism of meeting Africans 
wherever they may be. The venue, 
until now, is the Abbey of Saint-
Maurice in Agaune, the historic 
site of the martyred Companions 
of Saint Maurice; it will be Neu-
châtel on 5 June this year. Every 
year, more than a hundred African 
couples and children go on pil-
grimage to meet and pray.  

This is not the only African 
group we accompany because 

there is a group of Eritreans who 
faithfully come with their priest, 
Aba Medanye, to celebrate in the 
chapel of the Africanum. Our rela-
tionship with the people of the 
area remains one of our priorities. 
About thirty people usually come 
to the chapel every Saturday even-
ing for the anticipated Sunday 
mass. Our circle became larger 
when, a few weeks before Christ-
mas, we took part in what is 
known as the «Advent windows» 
where each evening we visited 
each other’s homes, sometimes 
with decorations and wine to 
loosen tongues.  

The community of Fribourg. From left to right: Claude Maillard, Clemens Nadler,  

Roman Stäger, Mgr Aubertin, Raphaël Deillon, Henri Menoud and Jean-Marie Gabioud.
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In Veyras 

Our house is located in the 
beautiful Valais region at the foot 
of the mountains. It was built in 
the 1960s to accommodate con-
freres who had returned from the 
missions and needed more or less 
a long rest. Many confreres ended 
their missionary community life in 
this property surrounded by a 
garden and an orchard always well 
cared for to the great amazement 
of the neighbours. Brother Aloïs 
Bingisser and Father Oskar Geis-
seler continue the tradition of sow-
ing, pruning and harvesting fruit, 
the apples whose juice is enjoyed 
as far away as Freiburg. 

Alongside the two gardeners 
mentioned above, Jean Pierre 
Roth, who recently returned from 
Mexico, has taken over as the 
house coordinator from Jean-
Pierre Chevrolet, Jean-Pierre 

Sauge and René Brossard; they 
served the community for many 
years. But there are still rooms 
available, and you are always wel-
come. Recently the community re-
sponded to a request from a 
Commission to welcome Ukrain-
ian refugees. The mission con-
tinues in our small sector of 
Switzerland, where the senior con-
freres have not retired as mission-
aries but missionaries retired! 

Raphaël Deillon
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We live our present with realism  
and a lot of joy 

- The Netherlands -

Over the years, the Netherlands 
has given 931 members (fathers 
and brothers) to the Society of 
Missionaries of Africa, the last one 
having taken his Missionary Oath 
in 1992.  Currently,  there are only 
46 Dutch confreres: 12  in Africa, 
1 in Great Britain and 33 in the 
Sector of the Netherlands.  Of 
those in the Sector, 1 is in a nur-
sing home, 5 are enjoying their old 
age in the area where they did pas-
toral work, and 27 live together in 
our only remaining community in 
Heythuysen. 

Our community in Dongen, 
where the Superior Delegate and 
his collaborators lived, was closed 
in 2016.  This was a big change as 
leaving and selling the house in 
Dongen, the sector no longer had 
any property.  The confreres in the 
community, joined the community 
of elderly confreres in Heythuy-
sen.   

Our house in Heythuysen, cal-
led «St. Charles», is situated in an 
area known for its beautiful nature 

where you can go for walks or ride 
a bicycle.  The property we pur-
chased in 1986 was sold in 2006 
to an organization that runs several 
houses for the elderly and for 
people needing medical or para-
medical assistance.  In 2010, the 
organization carried out some 
major refurbishment and construc-
tion to replace the old rooms with 
79 brand new apartments.  Our 
community occupies one-third of 
of these apartment, with the remai-
ning apartments occupied by other 
elderly people, either couples or 
those living alone.   

The chapel in Heythuysen:  

Flags for the jubilee
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The 5 confreres not living in 
Heythuysen are scattered across 
the country: the closest one lives 
45 km away, the furthest one is 
185 km away.  These are not huge 
distances, but to travel 185 km in 
the Netherlands is to cross half the 
country.  Two of these confreres 
are still doing some pastoral work 
in their neighbourhood, with the 
other three happily enjoying their 
old age.  They remain connected 
with the community in Heythuy-
sen and come there for fraternal 
visits, funerals, feasts and jubilees. 

As of 1 May 2022, there are 27 
confreres in the Heythuysen 
community with an average age of 
86.  The pace of community is 
adapted to age, but also to the 
needs and strengths of each 

confrere.  Some go to bed early; 
others go to bed late.  Those going 
to bed early do not always rise 
early, because they need the help 
of a nurse to get up and wash.  
Each confrere takes his breakfast 
in his own apartment at a time sui-
table to him.  Some are helped to 
prepare their breakfast by the staff 
of a care-providing organization.  
With this in mind, the first 
common activity of the day is no 
longer the recitation of Lauds, but 
the coffee break at 10.00 am!  In 
addition to these confreres, the Su-
perior Delegate lives in the 
community, assisted in his task by 
a Sector Council, composed of 3 
confreres and 2 lay people, one of 
whom is the Sector bursar and the 
other being community coordina-
tor.  

The jubilee celebration
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The confreres are always ready 
to help one another, but their phy-
sical strength and their mobility 
are diminishing.  For this reason, 
in 2010 the Sector hired people to 
take care of the daily well-being of 
the confreres.  Together, they form 
the «coordination team», consis-
ting of four women, each with a 
history of nursing experience, ma-
king them well placed to accom-
pany confreres to the doctors, to 
discuss medical services and to 
monitor their health.  They also 
care of other needs of the 

confreres, such as buying shoes, 
shirts, toothpaste, and many other 
things.  The can also assist the 
confreres to get their pocket 
money. 

One of the sacrifices of old age 
is that none of us, brother or fa-
ther, has a regular apostolate out-
side. Occasionally, the 
neighbouring parishes request a 
Sunday celebration, but only five 
or six confreres are available to 
respond to these requests.  The 
daily Eucharist for the community 
is presided in turn by these same 

Our cemetery behind the house 

of Heythuysen

St. Charles (Heythuysen ) 

seen from the street
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confreres.  Some lay people join, 
especially on Sundays.  

We can say that life of the 
confreres in our Sector is very 
pleasant.  Of course, the small and 
big problems of old age are pre-
sent, but both confreres and staff 
do everything possible to reduce 
their impact.  We have many rea-
sons to be happy.  Among us there 
is understanding, mutual support 
and good humour.  Thanks to the 
care of the coordination team, we 
celebrate birthdays and anniversa-
ries.  Thanks to creative imagina-
tion, we go on little community 
outings.  Thanks to the restaurant 
staff, we eat tasty and varied 
meals.  Thanks to the care of the 
nursing staff, many of us receive 
medical care at home. 

I end with a paraphrased quote 
from the three main themes of our 
150-Year Jubilee:  

We remember our active mis-
sionary life with gratitude.  

We live our present as old age 
pensioners with realism and great 
joy.  

We look to the future of our 
young confreres with hope and 
confidence.

Jozef de Bekker 
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Our charisma is growing again  
in a new world 

-France / Marseille -

Thanks to the power of the 
Holy Spirit given by the risen 
Christ, we are beginning a new 
world: our mission will unfold in 
the infinite dynamism of the Holy 
Spirit.  

Marseilles is an ancient city 
with a history spanning 26 cen-
turies that has evolved with the 
times. It has always kept its tradi-
tional hospitality reputation and is 
still very welcoming.  

The northern neighbourhoods 

where our community is wel-
comes people from all over with 
their traditions, cultures and re-
ligions. I have been in Marseille 
for three years now, and I am 
learning to know the culture and 
way of life through the friendships 
I have made. Dialogue is possible 
thanks to the daily life that we 
share with the diverse population 
living in these increasingly ne-
glected neighbourhoods. I dis-
covered a Church that knows how 
to engage with migrants who, at 

Stephen Beru, Jean-Baptiste Uzele and Guy Vuillemin 
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the risk of their lives, have crossed 
the Sahara desert or the Mediter-
ranean Sea to try to enter Europe. 
The diocese of Marseille lends its 
human, social and economic ser-
vices to the increasingly visible 
poverty of migrants from sub-Sa-
haran Africa, Turkey, the Magh-
reb, the Comoros and Syria. Their 
dominant religions are Christian-
ity and Islam.  

Our community was estab-
lished in the extreme north of 
Marseille in 1994. There are cur-
rently three of us: two confreres 
and a stagiaire. We are looking 
forward to a fourth. Given the 
‹melting pot› that the population 
represents and the large number of 
migrants, our project is naturally 
oriented towards the meeting of 
Muslims and Africans, who are 
numerous in these areas. Our pro-
ject in the peripheries is based on 
the principles of JPIC-RD.  

Our parish has two small 
churches (Saint-Antoine and 
Notre-Dame Limite), which are 
also marked by the richness of the 
cultures and religions we en-
counter. We minister to a small 
community of people from differ-
ent backgrounds, traditions and 
cultures. We also have many 
young people from sub-Saharan 

Africa who are here for their 
studies or other professional activ-
ities. They gradually constitute the 
majority of our Church. Our two 
parish contros gather about 150 
faithful who meet regularly on 
Sundays and other feast days. One 
of our confreres is the parish 
priest. He coordinates catechesis 
and pastoral care for baptisms, 
marriages and funerals; he visits 
families, the sick, the isolated and 
the elderly. A group coordinated 
by the parish priest has been 
formed to help us visit the sick, the 
isolated and the faithful who can-
not come to Church. Each con-
frere also takes its turn at Sunday 
service. We work in solidarity, 
with each of us doing his part in 
this small community to sustain 
the profound faith of the faithful. 
Our project in the peripheries is 
based on JPIC-RD. 

Pastoral care for migrants  

Our mission is to improve the 
living conditions of our brothers 
and sisters in the street, yearning 
for respect for their human rights. 
Together with Secours Catholique, 
we participate in building fraternal 
relationships through weekly hu-
manitarian services during the day 
and night visits on the streets. 
There is an active African commu-
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nity in Marseille, and we partici-
pate in the accompaniment of the 
African Christian community, 
which animates activities and es-
pecially masses in several parishes 
in Marseille.  

Ecumenism 

Our presence demands that we 
collaborate with our brothers and 
sisters of other faiths. We have 
good relations with our Protestant 
brothers and sisters with whom we 
share and pray, thanks to an ecu-
menical Bible group between 
Catholics and Protestants of the 
Reformed Church of France. We 
share the Word of God, and we or-
ganise an ecumenical celebration 
once a year. These pastoral activ-
ities are carried out in close collab-
oration between us, Missionaries 
of Africa and the diocesan struc-
tures.  

Prison ministry  

A confrere is involved in prison 
ministry. Why are we engaged in 
this kind of ministry? As mission-
aries, we put the words of the Gos-
pel into practice: «I was a prisoner, 
and you visited me» (Mt 25:36). 
Some prisoners have no contact 
with the outside world. They feel 
forgotten in prison - without visits. 
Our presence brings them help and 

hope. Religious services on Sun-
days and feast days restore their 
spiritual, human and psychologi-
cal well-being and create an at-
mosphere of joy and trust.  

Inter-religious encounter  

Encounters with our Muslim 
brothers and sisters promote a 
strong relationship of friendship, 
just as the encounter of Christians 
with the Muslims of the neigh-
bourhood strengthens unity and 
solidarity. Regular encounters be-
tween priests and imams have 
existed for more than ten years. In 
addition to the sharing, they inau-
gurated a breakfast offered every 
first Saturday of the month in the 
Saint-Charles station hall to show 
passers-by of all backgrounds that 
living together is possible and 
necessary. We are well represented 
in this group.   

With all the opportunities for 
apostolate we have here, our com-
munity needs visionary confreres. 
Marseille is a prosperous territory 
for pastoral work. There is always 
something to do. The health crisis 
slowed down our pastoral activ-
ities a lot: we can no longer share 
snacks after mass, as we used to 
do, and this has affected the am-
bience in the two churches; visits 
have been reduced; young people 
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are no longer that interested in the 
Church because their parents no 
longer come to Church. A small 
number are nevertheless trying to 
complete the garden project at 
Notre Dame Limite, and there is 
renewed hope.  

Despite all these challenges, I 
wholeheartedly believe that our 
joy is found in the people who sur-
round us with their incredible 
kindness. The number of people 
attending our two churches is 
small, but the spiritual and ma-
terial activities continue to thrive 
thanks to the many people of 
goodwill. We have set up a Whats-
App group, and it works very well. 
Many parishioners who can no 
longer come to the celebrations 
because of age or illness find com-
fort in this group of prayers and 
information made available to 
them thanks to the beautiful 
medium of mobile phones. Our 
small community bears witness to 

the love of God, and our en-
counters assure us of the validity 
of our simple presence here in 
Marseille. We believe in a God 
who loves and helps us love with 
our small resources. Despite the 
lack of confreres and the difficulty 
of carrying out all our apostolates, 
we remain hopeful. Our joy comes 
from the little we can do at the 
level of JPIC-RD in the outskirts 
of the northern districts of Mar-
seille. 

Stephen Beru
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Our role is to be witnesses  
of God's love for all 

- France / Toulouse -

Toulouse 

The Volcae Tectosages were a 
Celtic tribe, originally from Bohe-
mia.  They built the city of Tolosa 
on the east bank of the river Ga-
ronne at the junction of Canal Lat-
éral a la Garrone and the Midi 
Canal.  These canals provided ac-
cess for trade with other cities like 
Bordeaux and Narbonne, which 
brought prosperity to Tolosa.  This 
prosperity drew the attention of 
many invaders like the Romans, 
the Germanic Tribes, Delphi and 
the Visigoths and, for centuries the 
city was the victim of barbaric at-
tacks and invasions.  

Tolosa eventually was renamed 
Toulouse, a name meaning “the 
one who belongs to the city of To-
losa”, with its origins going back 
to the 8th century BC.  It is known 
as the “pink city” due to many of 
the city’s buildings built using red-
pink clay deposited in the region 
during the glacial period in his-
tory.  It was this clay that was used 
to produce tiles and brick used in 

construction and, thus, the name 
“pink city”. 

A Youthful City: Toulouse is 
the capital of the Haute-Garonne 
department in the region of Occi-
tanie in southern France.  It is 
home to the headquarters for Air-
bus in Europe and the French 
space agency.  It is the second-best 
educational destination after Paris 
for international students with 
multiple universities holding 
world rankings for their quality.  
Every year, thousands of students 
of students from around the world 
are present in Toulouse, making it 
a youthful city. 

The parish complex  
of the Minimes 

The community of Mission-
aries of Africa in Toulouse is in an 
areas in the north of the city called 
Les Minimes.  The parish Church 
has existed since the 16th century, 
constructed between 1503 and 
1546.  Built in the Gothic style, 
during the French revolution the 
church was partially destroyed and 
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abandoned.  Decades later, the 
faithful parishoners made a re-
quest to restore the building in 
order that it could, once again, be 
used as a place of worship.  Today, 
the parish of Les Minimes, which 
is a big parish, is one of seven 
churches in the surrounding area. 

We are four in our community 
of Missionaries of Africa:  Norbert 

Mwishabongo from DRC, Angelo 
Lee the Superior of the commu-
nity from France, Nicolas Aayire 
from Ghana, and myself from 
India. 

Along with two collaborators, 
Romain Murador, a diocesan 
priest, and Jacque a permanent 
deacon, we form a pastoral team 
of six.  The community is support-
ive of one another, working and 
praying together, and sharing to-
gether at table.  We are always 
ready to welcome visitors.  When 
I arrived here, I was warmly wel-
comed by the parishoners and I 
feel very much at home among the 
Christians. 

My pastoral experience 

It is a well-organized parish 
with pastoral strategies like the 
pastoral committee, a liturgical 
committee, a youth committee, a 
social life committee, a finance 
committee, a legal committee, a 
committee of conference and 
media, and committees of differ-
ent associations and movements. 

Pastoral activities include:  cel-
ebration of Masses, hearing con-
fessions, marriage preparation, 
baptisms, visiting the sick, funeral 
Masses or services, youth chap-
laincy, catechism, scouts, and im-Les Minimes. The parish church exists 

since the 16th century
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migrants, who play an important 
role in the life of the church, es-
pecially on Sundays where their 
presence brings more life. 

At this early stage of my ap-
pointment, I am still discovering 
the true richness of our parish 
commitment.  Little by little, I am 
immersing myself, beginning with 
the youth chaplaincy and some of 
the different associations present 
like African, Pacific and Asian 
groups.  There is much more to 
discover. 

As a foreigner from India, there 
are many challenges presented to 
me like understanding the lan-
guage, cultural and social barriers, 
the climate, faith in the modern 

world where complicated tech-

nologies play a vital role in the 

lives of the people.  Concerning 

the language barrier, I must admit 

French is a classic and poetic lan-

guage, requiring time and patience 

to grasp fully.  Then there is the 

social and cultural shock I had in 

the beginning; however, in gen-

eral, people are friendly and help-

ful.   

As an Indian, it is good to see 

faith from a European perspective.  

It is amazing to see how the west 

has moved from one extreme to 

other over the centuries.  Europe 

was once the cradle of Christian-

ity, but today Christianity in Eu-

rope is diminishing.  Science and 

Norbert Mwishabongo and Anand Kujur with the children of the choir of Minimes 
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technology seem to play a bigger 
role in peoples’ life than religion.  
Many of the young generation 
seem not to know much about the 
church or the human tradition that 
existed before.  A habit of con-
sumerism seems to be everyday 
life; yet, we cannot ignore moral 
and human values.  There is a need 
for a new approach to re-evangel-
ization.  All of this presents pas-
toral challenges.  Pastoral 
challenges are inevitable every-
where according to the situation in 
different geographical setups.  Our 
role is to be witnesses of the love 
of God to all.  Here in our parish, 
we face such challenges and seek 
ways of dealing with them.   

As a community, we find joy in 
our ministry, showing compassion 
and offering a witnessing commu-
nity to the parishioners.  We send 
out little messages to all around us 
through community life, welcom-
ing all and sharing at the table.  

There are still fervent Catholics 
who are serious about the Catholic 
faith with their commitments.  Our 
daily joys and comforts come 
from these ardent believers when 
many seem to be moving away 
from the church.  It is these com-
mitted Christians who give us 
hope and who, at the same time, 
challenge us to remain faithful to 
our vocation. 

Anand Kujur 
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We are here to help them to discover 
the beauty of the missionary call 

- Poland -

The foundation  
of the Missionaries of Africa  
in Poland 

The foundation of the Mission-
aries of Africa in Poland goes back 
to 1985, when the first confreres, 
Herman Cornelissen and Lazaro 
Bustince, settled in Lublin. They 
were later joined by Francis 
Barnes. Initially, they were lodged 
in one of the presbyteries and their 
main task was to learn Polish at 
the Catholic University of Lublin. 

Soon, our confreres started visit-
ing parishes and seminaries for 
Missionary and Vocation Promo-
tion. Before long, the first candi-
dates started to apply and the need 
for a house of our own was ac-
knowledged. The community 
bought a house at Warszawska 
Street in 1987. Since the number 
of candidates was growing, a deci-
sion was taken to build a new 
house, more suitable for the main 
purpose of community, Mission-
ary and Vocation Animation and 

Pawel Mazurek and Manu Noufe at a diocesan youth meeting
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the Formation of the candidates. In 
2003, the community moved three 
kilometres further to a new house 
in Natalin, the village next to Lub-
lin.  At the beginning, we were 
part of the Intercontinental Del-
egation, and in 2008, we became 
the smallest Sector of the newly 
created European Province.  

The main purpose of our com-
munity is Missionary and Voca-
tion Promotion and the Formation 
of our candidates. Unfortunately, 
for the past two years, we have not 
had any new students in our 
house. Our focus remains Promo-
tion. We receive many invitations 
from parishes to come and share 
our Missionary experience, for in-
stance, on a Sunday or during 
popular Lent or Advent retreats or-
ganised in Polish parishes. We 

visit different schools and chap-
laincies to talk about our work ex-
perience in Africa.  

Our commitments 

We organise weekend recollec-
tions for youth at our house to help 
young people reflect on their lives 
and to pray. Since we have many 
guest rooms, we can welcome 
groups into our house. We can 
easily accommodate thirty people, 
though sometimes there were days 
that we hosted even up to fifty 
young people in our house. It 
requires considerable flexibility 
and patience from our community, 
but we are happy to welcome them 
and share our Missionary experi-
ence with them. Part of our com-
munity project is an open-door 
policy for young people. They 

Tomasz Podrazik in the interactive museum 

for missionary animation

the children of the choir 

during a missionary animation 
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have the opportunity to experience 
Africa physically in our small mu-
seum and be affected by our char-
ism and witness. Every month, we 
have a Mission Mass for friends, 
neighbours and people interested 
in missions. After Mass, we organ-
ise a short meeting with a 
Missionary. We have roughly up 
to forty people coming for these 
Masses. In recent years, there has 
been a growing number of African 
students in Lublin. We invite them 
to our house for the Feast of the 
Martyrs of Uganda. Last year, 
there was a group of seventy 
young students from different 
countries such as Zimbabwe, Tan-
zania, Uganda, and Burundi. 

We take part in larger events or-
ganised at the local or national 
level, during which we have an 
occasion to talk about our voca-
tion journey and search for new 

vocations for our Society. In June, 
there is a national meeting of 
youth at Lednica, which brings to-
gether up to 150,000 young 
people. Also in June, there is a di-
ocesan meeting of Altar Servers. 
In August, there is a pilgrimage to 
the shrine of the Black Madonna 
in Jasna Gora. At the end of the 
holidays, in August, there is a di-
ocesan meeting for youth, where 
we conduct Missionary Work-
shops. 

We are also present in the digi-
tal world, where many young 
people are present nowadays 
through our website, Facebook 
and Instagram. We are seeking 
how to make our content interest-
ing to people. In addition, we do 
not forget traditional outreach; we 
continue publishing our bulletin 
‘Glos Afryki’, and other materials 
like calendars, which are sub-

Tomasz Podrazik and Magloir Bamali celebrating mass with students
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sequently distributed in parishes 
or during meetings. 

Friends of Mr. Afr. 

As part of our charism, we try 
to build up the Church with lay-
people. With this in mind, a so-
ciety of PMA – ‘Friends of the 
Missionaries of Africa’ was 
founded in 2008 there. It is a 
group of laypeople, recognised of-
ficially by the State, which 
through the organisation of  Afri-
can art exhibitions, or distribution 
of different devices, helps us to 
gather funds for our activities.  

As you can see from the brief 
description of our activities, there 
is a lot going on in this our smal-
lest Sector. Once I heard that the 
European Province is a sinking 
vessel, where most of the time we 
are thinking about which commu-
nity to close next and how to re-
structure the Province amidst the 
dwindling number of active con-
freres. Without denying these 
facts, in Poland, we still think 
about expansion, we dream about 
the second community. We want 
to grow, because we see that there 
is still great potential in the Polish 

The PMA (Friends of the Missionaries of Africa)
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Church. Since our foundation in 
Poland 37 years ago, there are 17 
Polish confreres and one active 
stagiaire. In our diocese, we are 
easily identifiable, and are taken 
as icons of Mission. Yet there are 
regions where we are not very 
well known.  

The biggest challenge remains 
to seek vocations. We look for 
new ways to reach out to youth 
and help them in the discernment 
process. We are thinking about 
changing our Missionary and 
Vocation Animation to the chap-
laincy model. Instead of partici-
pating in the initiatives of the 
Diocese or other Congregations, 
our house allows us to build some-
thing of our own. We would like 
to see some students in our house, 
but we know that it is God’s work, 
and we believe that he is still cal-

ling young men to become his 
Missionaries. Moreover, we are 
here to help them discover the 
beauty of the Missionary call in 
the charism handed down to us by 
Lavigerie and those others who 
proceeded us. The Mission goes 
on! 

Pawel Mazurek

In the back, from right to left, Boguslaw Zero, Tomasz Podrazik,  

Antoni Markowski, and Pawel Mazurek 

In the front, from right to left; Magloir Bamali, Igatius Anipu and Emmanuel Noufe  
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Greetings from Scotland, or as 
one of our national poets put it, 
from “Caledonia, stern and wild…
.land of brown heath and shaggy 
wood, land of the mountain and 
the flood….” 

In fact, our community of 
seven confrères, five priests and 
two Brothers, is based in Scot-
land’s biggest city, Glasgow, in a 
fine old house which the Mission-
aries of Africa have occupied 
since 1951. The house is situated 
on a hill from which one can view 

the oldest part of the city with its 
ancient cathedral, built on the site 
of the monastery that St Kentigern 
established, (and his final resting 
place c. 570). It served as the base 
for the evangelisation of Scotland 
and northern England. In this way, 
St Kentigern (Mungo) is ever at 
hand to remind us of our first duty 
as Missionaries to make Christ 
known to this present generation. 

     Our greatest challenge is the 
secularisation of society where so 
many have forgotten God. The 
first step in any programme of 
evangelisation is prayer, and our 
chapel is at the heart of commu-
nity life – and not only the 
Missionaries of Africa community 
– but to a faithful group of friends 
and neighbours who join us for 
Mass day by day. We are also in-
volved in the life of our neigh-
bouring parishes, and in these days 
of clergy shortage, we regularly 
lend a hand in local parishes, 
mostly nearby, but quite often 
further afield. For Christmas 2021, 
one of us made the journey by 
land and sea five hundred miles 

Many missionary calls 
- Scotland -

Saint Mungo's Cathedral of Glasgow
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north of Glasgow to Lerwick, 
capital of the Shetland Islands, and 
most northerly town of the British 
Isles. Here, there is a faithful Cath-
olic community of Filipinos, 
Poles, Lithuanians, Nigerians and 
native Shetlanders, who work 
mainly in the fishing industry or 
on the oilrigs. 

Many missionary calls 

Our community is also the 
home of the White Fathers Promo-
tions Office in Scotland. Allyson 
and Jill come for some hours each 
week to help us with the office 
work – there is a large correspon-
dence from friends and supporters 
of the White Fathers who write to 
us requesting prayers and Masses 

and with many financial contribu-
tions towards the work of our So-
ciety in Africa. From this office, 
we arrange Missionary appeals in 
the two dioceses that we are as-
signed each year (in 2022, the two 
dioceses are Motherwell and 
Aberdeen). There is a good 
number of Missionary Societies 
and Congregations which do ap-
peals through the year, so in order 
to be fair to all of them, the Na-
tional Missio Office assigns to 
each Congregation or Missionary 
Society a list of parishes where 
they can do appeals in any given 
year. Covid Lockdown has se-
riously disrupted this system, but, 
on the whole, it works well, and 
we have an opportunity to make 
the Missionaries of Africa and 

William Crombie and Donald MacLeod,  

with some of their friends and colleagues
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their work in the African world of 
today better known, as well as to 
raise funds for our Society. 

Many parish priests try to or-
ganise the date of the appeal so 
that they may take the weekend 
off, or even a whole week, so that 
the appeal is often also a supply. 

Relatives and friends  
of the White Fathers 

In Scotland, we still have the 
White Fathers Parents and Friends 
Association. Again, Covid Lock-
down has seriously curtailed activ-
ities and it is now two years since 
the regular Bingo evenings were 
suspended – which also raised 
money for different projects in Af-
rica. However, we keep our Par-
ents and Friends in our prayers in 
a special way – there is a prayer 
list in the chapel, and they are re-
membered each day at Evening 
Prayer. On the 1st May 2022, we 
were able to celebrate publicly our 
annual Requiem for Missionary 
Parents and Friends who have 
gone to their heavenly reward. 
Afterwards, we shared a good 

meal and a lot of reminiscing and 
catching up of news. 

     If secularisation is our big-
gest challenge, old age perhaps 
takes second place. Our average 
age in community is 76 – but no-
one is giving up! The Great Com-
mission that Our Lord Jesus Christ 
laid upon us remains the same, 
“Go forth into the world and make 
disciples of all nations.” 

This, with God’s help, we will 
do, and of course, with a particular 
love for the great continent of Af-
rica and its people.

William Crombie 
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To strengthen our esprit de corps 
- London -

I would like to make three pro-
posals to strengthen our esprit de 
corps around a unique and distinc-
tive identity. 

Proposal 1: Remembering. 

Remembering inserts us into a 
community and a common history. 
In our Necrology, we remember 
our deceased confreres. We re-
member the living with the book 
of birthdays.  In addition to these, 
I propose that we have a well-
printed book of celebrations 
proper to the Missionaries of Af-
rica.  It will be a kind of «Missal 
of the Missionaries of Africa» in-
cluding  important historical dates 
and important celebrations: Our 
Lady of Africa, Charles Lavigerie, 

and the Missionaries of Africa 
Martyrs.  It will also include cel-
ebrations for the taking of the 
habit, the declaration of intent, the 
temporary and final oath, ordina-
tions, and Masses for special oc-
casions, such as Capitular 
assemblies. 

Proposal 2: Promote devotion  
to Our Lady of Africa and  
the Martyrs Missionaries of 
Africa.  

I see seven different models of 
church within the Catholic 
Church: 1. The Roman Church, 
emphasises liturgy (Mass), sacra-
ments, and catechesis. 2. The 
Charismatic Church, emphasises 
prayers or celebrations of healing 
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and liberation and large gatherings 
of evangelization. 3. The Devo-
tional Church, emphasises popular 
devotions to saints, novenas, and 
pilgrimages to shrines. 4. The So-
cial Church, emphasises move-
ments, pastorals, and social 
projects. 5. The Church of Com-
munities, emphasises meetings in 
basic Christian communities, 
Bible circles, and family visits. 6. 
The Church of priests and relig-
ious or a Catholic family, empha-
sises fraternal relations of peaceful 
coexistence with other believers 
and services when possible. 7. The 
Mystical Church, emphasises 
spiritual experiences, silent prayer, 
spiritual centres, monasteries, her-
mitages, listening and spiritual 
guidance.  

The Missionaries of Africa can 
be found almost everywhere in 
these models.  However, whatever 
our church model is, we must pre-
serve our ad et inter gentes 
missionary vocation and devotion 
to Our Lady of Africa.  Such a de-
votion lived personally, com-
munally, as a Society, and with 
others will strengthen our esprit de 
corps around a unique and distinc-
tive identity.  Devotions have es-
sentially three elements (but other 
elements may be added):  
1. a prayer to be recited daily;  

2. a novena of prayers; and 3. A 
(festive) celebration. 

The feast of the Missionaries of 
Africa (Mafr and MSOLA) on 8 
December is not appropriate.  In 
parishes, it is difficult to empha-
sise this feast during the celebra-
tion of the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception.  As 
Missionaries we need a date when 
we can solemnly celebrate our 
Missionary Institutes with the 
people and with the local Church.  
I propose the date of 30 April, the 
feast of Our Lady of Africa.  The 
feast will be preceded by a novena 
(21-29) of prayers, missionary ani-
mation, and devotion to Mary, 
Queen of Africa and Patroness of 
the evangelisation of Africa.  For 
this celebration, the prayer of Our 
Lady of Africa should be trans-
lated into different languages, 
using simple words and is easy to 
recite by ourselves and by the 
Catholic faithful. 

It is a duty to remember the 
Missionaries of Africa Martyrs.  
Let us begin by mentioning them 
in the Eucharistic prayer.  Let us 
get into the habit of invoking 
them.  We need a simple and short 
prayer of invocation to the 
Missionaries of Africa Martyrs.  
Let us invite our friends and par-
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ishioners to ask for their interces-
sion.  The first Missionaries of Af-
rica Martyrs, Alfred Paulmier, 
Pierre Bouchand and Philippe Me-
noret, were murdered in the Sa-
hara in January 1876. Although 
the memory of Blessed Jean, 
Charles, Alain and Christian has 
been fixed on 8 May, I propose 27 
January as a date to solemnly 
commemorate all the Missionaries 
of Africa Martyrs.  The dates of  
27 January to 5 February would be 
appropriate dates for a novena.  
Let us honour our martyrs. 

Proposal 3: An African  
University 

The Missionaries of Africa 
have increased knowledge about 
the peoples of Africa and the 
Middle East in the fields of lan-
guages, cultures, history, religion, 
theology, mission, anthropology, 
etc. Our archives in Rome keep 
the memory of the studies, re-

search, and publications made by 
the Missionaries of Africa.  This 
impressive corpus of knowledge 
constitutes a wealth to be pre-
served and above all to be in-
creased.  How can we do this? 

I propose that we bring to-
gether all our centers, institutes, 
museums, libraries, and academic 
projects, under a single academic 
institution with university status 
that I will call the Charles Martial 
Lavigerie African University, 
based in Africa with campuses in 
the countries where we are pres-
ent.  We have competent confrères 
to run a modern university of ex-
cellence in Africa.  All confrères, 
retired or active, with Masters and 
Doctorate degrees, could be in-
volved in the life of this university 
and will make their academic con-
tributions, from near or far.  Such 
a university would avoid us hav-
ing «small» isolated centres or in-
stitutes that are sometimes too 
personal and are seeking an ident-
ity. 

For example, the Institut de 
Formation Islamo-Chrétienne 
(IFIC) in Bamako, the Institut 
Supérieur Privé de Philosophie-
Maison Lavigerie (ISPP-ML) in 
Ouagadougou, the Institut Cathol-
ique Missionnaire d’Abidjan 
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(ICMA), the Centre Senoufo in Si-
kasso can become the African 
University Charles Lavigerie with 
faculties of Philosophy, Theology, 
Anthropology, Religions, Lan-
guages and Linguistics, Devel-
opment, Technology, etc... In 
Ouagadougou, there is the Lycée 
Privé Technique Charles Lavige-
rie.  The students of these insti-
tutes are potential students of our 
African University Charles La-
vigerie.  A university is not only 
about teaching. It is about research 
and publications to increase 
knowledge. In this sense, we can 
make an important African con-
tribution to the international aca-
demic world. 

We have been at the origin of 
many institutions or academic pro-
jects that no longer belong to us. It 

is time to create our university to 
preserve our heritage and to offer 
our specific contribution to the in-
ternational academic world. Our 
university will be a reference point 
in the world for African studies. 
Let us believe in our strength and 
dare to act. 

Moussa Serge Traore 
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ON 13TH JUNE, THE PAPAL  
AUDIENCE WITH  

THE CAPITULANTS  

On 13th June, the audience 
with Pope Francis took place with 
51 Missionaries of Africa and 
Sister Iñarra Maria-Begoña, ob-
server at the Chapter on behalf of 
the MSOLA; welcomed at the 
Bronze Door at 11:45 and taken to 
the Clementine hall dedicated to 
Pope Clement VIII. The Pope en-

tered the Clementine hall at 1:05 
p.m. under the applause of the ca-
pitulants. 

Stan Lubungo, the Superior 
General, took the floor to thank 
the Pope for hosting on 8th Feb-
ruary 2019, the Missionaries of 
Africa and the Missionary Sisters 
of Our Lady of Africa (SMDA) as 
part of the celebration of the 150th 
anniversary of the foundation of 
our two Institutes. On that occa-

The Chapter in the 
MAFR Blog 

Extract from the blog of the General Chapter 2022 published  
by Jean Lamonde and synthesized by Pascal Kapilimba

The new chapter room
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sion, the Pope had encouraged the 
members of our two Institutes to 
remain faithful to our origins in 
order to commit ourselves without 
fear on the path of the mission in 
order to bear witness that «God is 
always new, He who urges us to 
go without respite and to go 
beyond what we know, towards 
the peripheries and borders». The 
Superior General went on to ad-
dress the Pope: “Even today, you 
welcome us again within the 
framework of our General 
Chapter, another important step to 
reread the past with gratitude and 
look to the future with hope 
through the theme ‹Mission as 
prophetic witness›”. He shared 
with the Pope our joy at the an-
nouncement of his visit to Congo 
and South Sudan (but also some 
frustration at the indefinite post-
ponement of this trip), two coun-
tries where we are present and 
share the life of the people. We 
pray that his health will allow him 
to carry out this missionary jour-
ney as soon as possible in order to 
strengthen the people who expect 
a lot from this visit. He concluded 
by announcing to the Pope the sad 
news of the tragic death of our 
confrere, Michael Mawelera, 
killed in Mbeya, Tanzania, on 10th 
June 2022. 

In response, the Pope began by 
reiterating his desire to visit 
Congo and South Sudan, but also 
shared the difficulty of traveling at 
his age: «To my great regret, I had 
to postpone my trip to Congo and 
South Sudan. Indeed, at my age, it 
is not so easy to go on a mission! 
But your prayers and your 
example give me courage, and I 
am confident that I will be able to 
visit these people, whom I hold in 
my heart”, he said. He added: “On 
3rd July, the day I was supposed to 
celebrate in Kinshasa, we will take 
Kinshasa to Saint-Pierre, and there 
we will celebrate with all the 
Roman Congolese, who are 
many”.  

He remembered well our Jubi-
lee and asked us to convey his 
greetings to the confreres and 
MSOLA sisters. He reminded us 
that looking back with gratitude as 
we do on the occasion of our 
Chapter is a sign of good spiritual 
health. Gratitude opens us to hope. 
That is why he invited us to go 
forward in gratitude and hope. Re-
peating the quote of our Founder, 
used by the Superior General, the 
Holy Father reminded us that the 
apostle is not the one who pros-
elytizes. Proselytism is not evan-
gelical. The apostle is a witness. 
Witnessing is based on two things: 
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fraternity and prayer. A good 
example of this is the life of Saint 
Charles de Foucauld, the universal 
brother. 

To conclude, the Holy Father 
invited us to the joy of the Gospel, 
to be joyful missionaries who sow 
joy despite the context of poverty 
and insecurity before giving us his 
apostolic blessing and then invite 
us to pray for him. 

Resumption of work  
in the afternoon  

In the afternoon, the capitulants 
devoted themselves, for the sec-
ond time during this Chapter, to 
interculturality, to the identity and 
formation of the brothers. 

Interculturality 

Interculturality is part of our 
charism, our lifestyle and our 
mission. It remains a central el-
ement of our evangelical witness 
where we live. Our intercultural 
communities stimulate in us an in-
terest to know and interact with 
the culture of our confreres and 
they increase in us the desire and 
the will to learn and love that of 
the peoples we serve. 

Interculturality in our midst en-
riches us as a Society, as mission-
ary communities and as 

individuals with the qualities of 
our different peoples. It is a sign 
of dialogue between cultures, 
peoples and religions. It is also a 
witness of universal fraternity for 
today’s world. 

The goal of our interculturality 
is not to build a small private in-
tercultural stronghold. We are 
called to integrate and transmit in-
terculturality to peoples through 
our meetings, our pastoral 
missionary initiatives, our visits 
and our apostolate to all. 

The capitulants do not take for 
granted this characteristic of inter-
culturality which is so important 
to us. Therefore, they looked for 
ways to protect it and live it better; 
with as key love for the confreres 
and for the peoples who welcome 
us. 

Terence Madden and André Simonart 
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Identity And Formation  
of the Brothers  

The Society of the Missionaries 
of Africa is made up of brothers 
and priests. We all have the same 
missionary vocation and live the 
same charism. We all develop a 
strong prayer life, live in intercul-
tural community, away from our 
families, learning the language 
and customs, and we all want to be 
witnesses of the Gospel. This 
common missionary vocation, 
which is ours, is lived in two 
ways, as brothers and as priests. 

Much of the discussion focused 
on the formation of brothers, 
which needs to be clarified. What 
training and for what purpose? 
There is no ready-made answer to 
the question because the formation 

of brothers requires a personalized 
professional component in order 
to exercise his mission effectively. 
It was agreed on a common core 
of formation at the first stage, a 
professional orientation at the end 
of the second stage, two years of 
theological formation and two 
other years of professional forma-
tion (with flexibility depending on 
the case). 

THE WORK OF 14th  
JUNE 2022  

On the day after the papal audi-
ence, the two subjects discussed 
were the governance of human re-
sources, financial and material re-
sources. 

Human Resources  

One of the important points 
contained in the proposed text 
concerns the consultation and ap-
pointment of the main superiors of 
the Society. We are aware that the 
appointment of major superiors is 
not always easy. Interculturality 
and competence are at the heart of 
the appointment of major su-
periors. The leaders of the mega-
provinces are meant to animate the 
confreres. They strive to promote 
coresponsibility and subsidiarity 
in the exercise of their functions. 

Michael Heap and Philippe Docq 
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A notable progress is that the 
provinces have their own statutes. 
The relations between the provin-
cials and the general council are 
good and constructive. 

Despite the precautions taken 
in conducting the consultations, 
there are sometimes murmurs 
when major superiors are ap-
pointed. 

THE WORK OF 15th  
JUNE 2022 

Financial And Material  
Resources  

The financial and material re-
sources of the Society are at the 
service of the mission. We are 
grateful and aware that providence 
has supported us over the years. 
This same providence calls us to 
take the necessary measures to 
vary and increase the income of 
the Society and also to better 
budget and control our expenses, 
to favor our simple way of life. We 
appreciate the efforts made by the 
Society to audit, start income gen-
erating and self-sustaining pro-
jects. We are increasingly aware of 
the capacity of Africa to support 
our mission and to help us finan-
cially, either by the concrete help 
of individuals, or by the creation 
of a development fund at the level 

of the provinces or large centers in 
Africa. 

The chapter reminds all con-
freres that the financial stability of 
the Society does not rest only on 
the shoulders of the treasurers, but 
on those of all the members of the 
Society. Co-responsibility, gener-
osity and transparency are funda-
mental to a sound and long-term 
management of our material re-
sources. 

THE WORK OF 16th  
JUNE 2022 

Vote  

The Chapter is in its last week. 
Only few texts must be trans-
mitted to the plenary assembly for 
final correction. Vote on the ready 
texts started and followed a very 
rigorous and methodical process. 

THE SPIRITUAL MORNING  
OF 17th JUNE 2022  

The morning of 15th June was 
devoted to personal reflection and 
prayer after an input given by Fr. 
David Joseph Sullivan (Spiritual 
Director of the Chapter) who 
asked the capitulants to integrate 
and own the vision that emerged 
from the Chapter; in order to live 
it with conviction, to allow oneself 
to be transformed by it and to 
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transmit it to all the confreres. At 
the Ascension and Pentecost, the 
apostles began to proclaim the 
Gospel not because they were ob-
liged to, but rather because they 
were convinced of it. They ac-
cepted that their lives be shaped 
by this message. 

Fr. Sullivan emphasized the 
principle of subsidiarity, which 
consists of sharing authority with 
those responsible at lower levels, 
giving them more freedom of ac-
tion and decision. As a result, 
decisions are made faster and with 
a better understanding of the situ-
ation. This empowerment trans-
mits energy and commitment to 
people’s lives. 

Subsidiarity does not take away 
the responsibility of the Major Su-
periors who must inspire the con-
freres to commit themselves and 
to ensure the concrete implemen-
tation of the Chapter. The vision 
that emerges from the Chapter 
comes from the grassroots through 
the various pre- capitular as-
semblies and returns to the grass-
roots through the post-capitular 
assemblies. Through prayer, fra-
ternity and dialogue, the Chapter 
will revive our Charism and in-
spire our missionary commitment 
in Africa and in the world today. 

THE WORK OF 18th  
JUNE 2022  

The objective of this session 
was to complete the various votes 
on both the last texts and the 
amendments that had been pro-
posed. Then, a moderator recalled 
the importance of the post-capitu-
lar assemblies in order to be able 
to reap the fruits of the Chapter 
over the next six years. A Chapter 
evaluation grid was put online and 
the capitulants were to complete it 
over the next hours. 

THE CLOSING OF THE CHAPTER 
ON 19th JUNE 2022  

The brief session began with 
the word of the Spiritual Director 

Bernard Awazi and Jean Lamonde
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which he summarized by quoting 
Dag Hammarskjöld, a former Sec-
retary General of the UN: “For all 
that has been, THANK YOU! For 
all that will be, YES!” He encour-
aged the capitulants to put the 
Chapter 2022 into practice. (Lk 
12:41-46: The parable of the stew-
ards; Mt 23:14-30: The parable of 
the talents and Hag 2:1-5: Nehe-
miah and the reconstruction of the 
temple in Jerusalem). 

Finally, the Superior General 
thanked all the capitulants. He set 
in motion the internal rules of the 
Chapter, including the signing of 
the Chapter minutes and the clos-
ing vote submitted to the assem-
bly. He officially declared the 
twenty-ninth chapter of the 
Missionaries of Africa closed. 

THE EUCHARIST OF THE LAST 
SUNDAY 20th  

JUNE 2022 THE CHAPTER 

The Superior General, Fr Stan 
Lubungo, presided over the Eu-
charist. During the homily, he 
underlined that the feast of the 
Body and Blood of Jesus allows us 
to celebrate our faith in the Eu-
charist. He said that the Eucharist 
is the expression of God’s care for 
us, making Himself present 
throughout our lives. 

Fr. Stan Lubungo added that 
the celebration of the Body and 
Blood of Jesus reinforces the 
meaning of our Chapter, because 
the Eucharist is the center of our 
life and, during the Chapter, the 
Eucharist remained at the heart of 
our sharing. May we, in the foot-
steps of Jesus, give our life to 
others and for them too. 

Today’s liturgy included a short 
rite of welcome for the new Gen-
eral Council and the handing over 
of power. On the welcoming side, 
each member of the former Gen-
eral Council said a word and of-
fered a welcome gift to a member 
of the new Council. 

Taken from the blog of the 
General Chapter 2022 published 
by Jean Lamonde and synthesized 
by Pascal Kapilimba.

Pascal Kapilimba
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G
uy Philippot was born 
on 22 October 1923 in 
Grandpré, in the Ar-

dennes. He did his secondary 
studies at the minor seminary of 
the diocese of Rheims and then 
studied philosophy for two years 
from 1941 to 1943 at the major 
seminary of his diocese. He im-
mediately entered the novitiate of 
the Society, which was then in 
Tournus, since all communications 
with North Africa were cut off be-
cause of the war. It was also in 
Tournus that he began his theo-
logical studies before completing 
them in Thibar, Tunisia. During 
his years of formation, he proved 
to be a good candidate with good 
manners and relationships. He ap-

peared to be more suited to active 
life than to teaching. Though he 
was rather personal and not easily 
influenced, he was considered se-
rious, conscientious, generous and 
sociable. Therefore, he was ad-
mitted to the Society by the oath 
he took on 30 January 1949. Six 
months later, he was ordained 
priest, also in Thibar. 

Burkina Faso 

He was appointed to the minor 
seminary of Nasso, in the diocese 
of Bobo-Dioulasso, but he asked 
to spend a year at the minor sem-
inary of Bonnelles, near Paris, to 
learn the ropes. He took the boat 
to West Africa the following year 
and arrived in Nasso. There he was 

Guy Philippot 
1923-2022

Born in:
Grandpré, France 

on 22/10/1923

Sp Year:
Tournous, France 

on 29/09/1943

Oath:
Thibar, Tunisia 

on 30/01/1949

Priesthood:
Thibar, Tunisia 

on 30/06/1949

Died at:
Bry-sur-Marne, France 

on 02/02/2022
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in charge of the third-grade class. 
Although it was not the appoint-
ment he had dreamed of, he gave 
himself conscientiously to his 
work and performed it with en-
thusiasm, ensuring that his classes 
were well prepared. His pupils ac-
cepted him well.  

After nine years, he was ap-
pointed to a parish in Mariatang, 
in the Dagara country. He learned 
the language well and devoted 
himself wholeheartedly to this 
apostolate. He was in charge of the 
schools and took good care of 
them. Although he was rather re-
served in the community, he had 
good contact and got along well 
with the people. He was happy in 

the parish. However, in 1962, re-
luctantly he received a nomination 
to found a catechist school in the 
Dagari country, in Dissin. This did 
not prevent him from dedicating 
himself to it with great ardour and 
generosity, spending fifteen years 
there. He loved the job but became 
increasingly individualistic, all-
knowing and self-confident: he 
criticised his confreres and the 
authorities without ever question-
ing himself. He made community 
life difficult. In 1977, he was ap-
pointed to the parish of Niego, 
then to Batie, where he gave him-
self body and soul to work, but he 
remained very individualistic and 
hard on others. He finally returned 
to France in 1980. 

France 

He began by taking a sabbatical 
year, which he spent at the Rue 
Friant, following the programme 
offered by AFM (formation for 
ministry). He was especially en-
thusiastic about the exegesis 
courses given by Father Xavier 
Léon-Dufour at the Institut Cath-
olique. He was then appointed to 
the community of Chatou, in the 
suburbs of Paris, for missionary 
animation in the service of the dio-
cese of Versailles. In the begin-
ning, he appreciated community 

Textil Dagara, Burkina Faso
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life very much and took part fully 
in it, but he soon reverted to his 
natural behaviour and became a 
burden for the confreres. The 
provincial realised that he was 
perhaps not suited for community 
life and offered him a place in a 
parish in the diocese of Versailles.  

The bishop appointed him to 
Saint-Nicolas de Maisons Lafitte 
parish with a double mission: part-
time in the service of the diocese's 
missionary cooperation and part-
time in the pastoral service of the 
parish. He liked this work very 
much and devoted himself gener-
ously to it. His contract with the 
diocese was renewed, and became 
a full-time parish service in 1990. 

In 1991, Guy was transferred to 
Saint-Germain en Laye parish. He 
remained there until 2014. The 
people appreciated his many tal-
ents, dynamism, and enthusiasm, 
and he made many friends who 
celebrated his 50th anniversary of 
priesthood with joy.  

His independent temperament 
sometimes made relations with the 
clergy difficult. He often dis-
appeared without leaving an ad-
dress while regularly responding 
to invitations to minister in Peru 
and spending two to three months 
there each year. The parish pro-
vided him with a flat in 2004, from 
which he continued to help the 
parish with Sunday Masses, wel-
coming people and funerals. This 
lasted for some years. However, 
the years passed, and it was time 
to move to a nursing home. The 
provincial visited him regularly 
for several years. And kept up a 
frequent correspondence with 
Guy, who said he was very at-
tached to the Society, but no less 
attached to his independence and 
friends in Saint-Germain. How-
ever, in 2014, he moved in with 
friends in Nanterre. But it soon be-
came apparent that he needed to 
join the community of senior con-
freres in Bry-sur-Marne, where he 
arrived in 2015. 

Parish of Saint-Nicolas  

of Maisons Lafitte in France
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While in Bry, Guy continued to 
live somewhat outside the com-
munity. He isolated himself in his 
room and hardly took part in com-
munity life. Even his visits to the 
chapel in the community were 
rare. He gradually became bed-
ridden, despite the care and atten-
tion provided by a friend and, 
above all, the staff of the house. 
During the first wave of the Covid 
epidemic, he locked himself up in 
his room to avoid any contamina-
tion, especially since he had, in 
principle, refused any vaccination. 
However, he was contaminated 
during the fifth wave of the pan-
demic and died in Saint-Camille 
Hospital on 2 February 2022, at 
98.  

The funeral mass took place in 
the chapel of Bry in the presence 
of some friends and confreres. 
Father Emmanuel Lengaigne pre-
sided over the mass, and Father 
Clément Forestier gave the 
homily. Guy Philippot was buried 
in the White Fathers' cemetery. In 
the end, he will rest in the White 
Father community for all eternity. 
We can conclude by saying that, 
even if Guy probably did not have 
a vocation for community life, he 
had a genuine apostle's heart and 
that wherever he went, he showed 
great zeal and generosity in the 
service of the Church.  

 

François Richard
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G
aston Wiltgen was born 
on 26 April 1932 in 
Perlé, in the canton of 

Pétange, in the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg. In 1950, after com-
pleting his secondary education at 
the Lycée d'Esch-sur Alzette, he 
joined the seminary of Kerlois. He 
did his novitiate in Maison-Carrée 
before going to study theology in 
Thibar. It was there that he took 
his missionary oath on 26 June 
1957. He then completed his train-
ing in Carthage, where he was or-
dained a priest on 3 February 
1958.  

Missionary life in the diocese  
of Koupela 

At the end of the year, Gaston 

was in Burkina Faso in the young 

diocese of Koupela, which was 

created two years earlier and en-

trusted to the first Burkinabé 

bishop, Mgr Dieudonné Yougbaré. 

Gaston would spend most of his 

missionary life there. In the parish 

of Koupéla, he first learned the 

language, the culture, and the rudi-

ments of missionary life. He per-

formed so well that after a few 

years, he was transferred to Pouy-

tenga, where he became the parish 

priest. He was versatile in liturgy 

and catechetics, and shared this 

knowledge with his confreres, 

who appreciated his expertise. The 

local clergy also appreciated his 

expertise.  

Gaston Wiltgen 
1932-2022 

Born in:
Perlé, Luxembourg 

on 26/04/1932

Sp Year:
Maison-Carré, Algeria 

on 26/09/1952

Oath:
Thibar, Tunisia 

on 26/06/1957

Priesthood:
Carthage, Tunisia 

on 03/02/1958 

Died at:
Bry-sur-Marne, France 

on 04/03/2022
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By 1965, he was in charge of 
the parish of Koupéla. A confrere 
would say: "Gaston was not doing 
extraordinary things. He was an 
ordinary White Father in the 
Mission, that is to say, very 
simple, accessible to the people he 
lived with, a man with a perma-
nent smile, but above all, full of 
humility. The responsibility was a 
little too heavy, and, in 1980, he 
had to go to Europe for a rest be-
fore receiving a new appointment 
as curate of the parish of Bas-
kouré, at the same time giving 
some courses at the minor sem-
inary adjacent to the parish. Again, 
he did so well that he was ap-
pointed to the staff of the minor 
seminary. He had a calm tempera-
ment and a good sense of humour 
and was well accepted by the stu-
dents. They had good memories of 
him, and some of them attended 
his funeral. He spent three years 
there before returning to the par-
ish, first in Zorgo, then in 
Goungen.  

One can say that "Gaston was 
among the Mossi as a man of 
peace. He did not quarrel; he never 
raised his voice... a man of peace 
always smiling and welcoming... 
with a touch of humour when 
necessary! He returned to the 
minor seminary in 1980 and 

stayed there for three years before 
being appointed to missionary ani-
mation in Luxembourg. He would 
spend three years there, inter-
spersed with the 30-day retreat, 
which he did in Jerusalem in 1986.  

Upon his return to the diocese 
of Koupéla, he was available to 
work alternately in the parish of 
Goungen and the minor seminary 
of Baskouré. Even as a teacher, 
Gaston did not hesitate to make 
rounds in the outstations near the 
seminary. He was happy to spend 
his last ten years in Africa in the 
same diocese of Koupéla and also 
taking a sabbatical year in Paris in 
1994.  

In the Grand Duchy of Luxem-
bourg and France 

However, Gaston became tired 
quite quickly. In 1996 he felt that 
"the battery was a bit worn out" 
and that the time had come to 
leave Africa; he returned to the 
Grand Duchy, where he joined the 
community of the last two Luxem-
bourg confreres. When Gaston 
learned in 1999 of the death of 
Francisco Vargas, with whom he 
had lived in the diocese of 
Koupéla, he proposed to the prov-
incial of Burkina that he replace 
him for a year. He spent a year in 
Goungen before returning to the 
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community of the Missionaries of 
Africa in Luxembourg. He re-
mained there until the community 
was closed.  

Indeed, after more than a cen-
tury of presence, first, in Marien-
thal, then in the city of 
Luxembourg, the Society decided 
to leave the Grand Duchy (Petit 
Echo 2005, p. 558). His two col-
leagues opted for Germany, but 
Gaston, who had spent many years 
with French confreres, asked to be 
appointed to France rather than to 
Germany, where he knew very 
few colleagues.  

So, in 2011, Gaston decided to 
move across the border and spend 
the last part of his life in France, 
first in the communities of Rue 
Friant and Mours, where he was in 
charge of the reception service. Fi-
nally, in 2017, he arrived in Bry-
sur-Marne, where he was to 
complete his pilgrimage. He knew 
most of the confreres and quickly 
found his place in the community. 
His natural discretion did not pre-
vent him from being very present 
in the community. Perhaps it was 
his humility that paradoxically 
gave him such a place; no one is 
ready to forget his humour, which 
was a bit dry, but which was very 
much his own: fine humour, some-

times caustic, just the right 
amount, but always distinguished 
and respectful, never separated 
from a little mischievous smile. 

On 15 March 2022, he died 
after breaking his hip twice, the 
second one being fatal. His funeral 
took place in our chapel, in the 
presence of a few nephews, nieces 
and a few confreres from the area. 
Michel Girard presided at the Eu-
charist, while Jean Chauvineau 
gave the homily. He took up an ex-
pression from the Mossi saying 
that Gaston " lived his life well. 
He lived a beautiful missionary 
life with confidence in the future. 
He was one of those who had the 
honour and the chance to live their 
missionary life in this young 
Church. It was a great joy for Gas-
ton and all the confreres who ex-
perienced this period... So this 
evening, our farewell to our 
brother Gaston can only be ex-
pressed in a beautiful prayer of 
thanksgiving".  

 

François Richard
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J
ean Devriésère was born 
on 14 February 1926 in 
Tourcoing, northern 

France. His father was an accoun-
tant for an international transport 
company, while his mother looked 
after the two boys and two girls. 
The family was very religious. 
Jean felt the call to dedicate him-
self to the mission at a very young 
age; he received a good education 
at the diocesan minor seminary of 
Haubourdin, where he passed the 
leaving certificate before being ac-
cepted for formation as a White 
Father at Kerlois in October 1945.  

Jean was appreciated as much 
for his aptitude for studies and 
community life. In addition to his 
two years of philosophy, he did his 

military service attached to the 
medical corps, which he com-
pleted with the rank of corporal. 
His superior recommended him 
without hesitation for the novitiate 
at Maison Carrée, where he re-
ceived the habit in September 
1948. Jean was a pious, serious, 
generous and devoted novice. 
Everyone appreciated his happy 
and friendly character, even 
though he was 'never short of 
words.’ He was appointed to the 
English-speaking scholastic of 's 
Heerenberg in the Netherlands, 
where he did his first three years 
of theology. His formators found 
him to be a pleasant, simple, 
cheerful and practical candidate, a 
man of conviction who could be 

Jean Devriésère 
1926-2022

Born in:
Tourcoing, France 

on 14/02/1926

Sp Year:
Maison-Carré, Algeria 

on 29/09/1948

Oath:
‘s-Heerenber,  Netherlands 

on 25/07/1952

Priesthood:
Monteviot, Great Britain 

on 11/06/1953

Died at:
Bry-sur-Marne, France 

on 13/04/2022
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trusted and who ‘could become an 
active, zealous, good confrere and 
missionary'. He took his mission-
ary oath on 2 July 1952 and com-
pleted his formation at the 
Monteviot Scholasticate in Scot-
land, where he was ordained a 
priest on 11 June 1953. 

In France, Burkina Faso,  
then in France and Ireland. 

His first appointment was to 
teach English, Church history and 
liturgy at Kerlois. Since he had no 
specialised training, he worked 
hard to study these subjects in 
such a way as to present them in 
an interesting way. He often said 
that he was just a few lessons 
ahead of the seminarians when it 
came to studying the manuals! His 
lectures were lively and infused 
with humour. When he was to in-
troduce 'ecclesiastical propriety', 
he did not explain how one should 
behave but instead detailed and il-
lustrated the inappropriate behav-
iours to avoid! His natural 
cheerfulness made up for the se-
riousness of the philosophers. He 
had a wonderful time until 1959, 
when he was appointed to Upper 
Volta.  

After his six-month language 
course at La Toden, Jean was ap-
pointed to the minor seminary of 

Pabré, near Ouagadougou. He 
quickly found his place and would 
remain there until 1968. Jean 
would later say that he spent eight 
amazing years there. Since he 
never studied at university, he was 
not specialised in anything. There-
fore, he was a 'permanent back-
up', replacing colleagues who 
were sick or on leave for all sub-
jects except physics and chemis-
try! As a good teacher, dedicated, 
fulfilled and satisfying, he was ap-
preciated by all, and many pupils 
wanted him as the director. The 
pupils were regrouped at Nasso in 
1965, and Jean would seize that 
opportunity to take a year's sab-
batical. In 1968, he was appointed 
to the inter-seminary of Kos-
soghen (Ouagadougou) as an Eng-
lish teacher. He was there for three 
years. He had wonderful souvenirs 
of his years in Burkina, even if he 
somewhat regretted being con-
fined to the life of a seminary 
teacher. 

In 1971, he was appointed to 
join the team in Strasbourg to run 
the theology students' hostel in 
Neuwiller. Always open-minded, 
Jean discovered the new post-
Sixties European youth as well as 
the new orientations given to the 
formation of our candidates. He 
took advantage of this to follow 
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with enthusiasm courses in exe-
gesis at the Faculty of Theology. 
In 1974, he was asked to go and 
teach French to our students in 
Dublin. 

New life in Malawi,  
then in Europe 

However, he did not return to 
Burkina Faso due to health rea-
sons. He instead went to Malawi 
in 1976. After 23 years as a 
teacher, he decided to take up par-
ish life. He worked in three par-
ishes: Bembeke, Dedza and 
Tsangano. He loved the people 
and their language. He enjoyed 
pastoral work and was also in-
volved in development projects, 
such as constructing bridges and 
dams. He spoke of an 'idyllic 
period', which was unfortunately 
interrupted by problems with his 
eyesight and severe malaria at-
tacks. 

He finally returned to Europe in 
1988 at the age of 60. He was al-
most blind, but that didn't dampen 
his natural joviality. He never 
withdrew into himself. On the 
contrary, he kept in touch with his 
many acquaintances. After a short 
stay in Lille, he was asked to go to 
England, first to Sutton-Coldfield 
as a bursar and missionary anima-
tor, then superior of Woodville 

Gardens guest house in London. 
He was the community's superior 
and took care of many visitors 
during the week. On weekends, he 
visited parishes to talk about the 
missions in Africa and to raise 
funds. His ability to communicate 
and unfailing optimism enabled 
him to be at ease everywhere and 
with everyone despite his blind-
ness. There, too, Jean was happy.  

Jean left the UK in 1997 for 
France, where he was appointed to 
the community in Ste-Foy-lès-
Lyon, near his family in Thonon-
les-Bains. He stayed there for 
eleven years. Despite his increas-
ing blindness, Jean remained him-
self; he was very present in the 
community, maintaining many 
friendships, and always available 
to render various services. He es-
pecially appreciated the ministry 
of reconciliation that he regularly 
carried out at the Basilica of Four-
vière.   

However, in 2008, with his 
eyesight and hearing failing, he 
joined our community in Bry-sur-
Marne, which he described as 'a 
little paradise', despite his sight 
and hearing becoming more and 
more challenging to cope with. 
Fortunately, his many friends - 
even from England and Scotland - 
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visited him regularly, and he 
would accompany them to the res-
taurant to his great delight. He re-
mained faithful to community life 
and, being a sports fan, spent a lot 
of time in his room following the 
matches with his nose glued to the 
screen; you had to see it to believe 
it. Otherwise, he would wander 
around the park or sleep in his 
armchair; gradually, his strength 
declined, and he lived the last 
months of his life completely bed-
ridden, cut off from the world, but 
still delicate and grateful to the 
staff. He would not eat at all in his 
last days, not even artificially, giv-
ing the impression that he did not 
want to live. To the point of pul-
ling out the drips; the doctor, with 
the consent of the superior of the 
community, then decided to make 
the end of his life 'comfortable', so 
it was that he did not wake up on 
the morning of 13 April. 

His funeral was celebrated on 
Easter Wednesday in the chapel at 
Bry. Michel Girard presided at the 
celebration; Norbert Angibaud 
gave the homily. Many of his 
family members and friends were 
present, and they did not hesitate 
to underline his faith and passion 
for Africa and his thirst for solid 
friendships. He was buried in one 
of the White Fathers' cemeteries in 
Bry.  

He had said that he was looking 
forward to death with great seren-
ity and curiosity. May his eyes, 
which failed him so much, open to 
eternal light among all those who 
knew and loved him. 

 

François Richard



Missionnaries of Africa

Father Jean Devriésère of the Diocese of Lille, France, who died 
in Bry-sur-Marne, France, on the 13th of April 2022, at the age of 96 
years, of which 69 years of missionary life in Burkina Faso, Ireland, 
Malawi, Great Britain and France. 

Father Jacques Van Nieuwenhove of the Diocese of Mechelen-
Bruxelles, Belgium, who died in Bry-sur-Marne, France, on the 13th of 
April 2022, at the age of 94 years, of which 69 years of missionary life 
in Italy, Burundi, Belgium and Netherlands. 

Father Francis Kangwa of the Diocese of Mansa, Zambia, who died 
in Mbezi, Tanzania, on the 14th of April 2022, at the age of 51 years, of 
which 21 years of missionary life in Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. 

Father Josef Hochheimer of the Diocese of Freiburg, Germany, 
who died in Hechingen, Germany, on the 18th of April 2022, at the age 
of 82 years, of which 56 years of missionary life in Burkina Faso and 
Germany. 

Father Marien van den Eijnden of the Diocese of Breda, Nether-
lands, who died in Heythuysen, Netherlands, on the 16th of May 2022, 
at the age of 83 years, of which 58 years of missionary life in Tanzania 
and Netherlands. 

Father Aldo Giannasi of the Diocese of Modena, Italy, who died in 
Modena, Italy, on the 19th of May 2022, at the age of 86 years, of which 
62 years of missionary life in Mali, Algeria and Italy. 

Father Hans Peters of the Diocese of Utrecht, Netherlands, who 
died in Weert, Netherlands, on the 2nd of June 2022, at the age of 92 
years, of which 64 years of missionary life in Tanzania and Netherlands. 

R.I.P.
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Missionnaires Sisters of Our Lady of Africa

R.I.P.

Father Michael Mawelera of the Diocese of Mzuzu, Malawi, who 
died in Mbeya, Tanzania, on the 11th of June 2022, at the age of 62 
years, of which 35 years of missionary life in Uganda, Philippines, Ma-
lawi, Zambia and Tanzania. 

Archbishop Emeritus Rémi Sainte-Marie of the Diocese of Mont-
Laurier, Canada, who died in Montréal, Canada, on the 18th of June 
2022, at the age of 84 years, of which 59 years of missionary life in Ma-
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Sister Françoise Bruneau (Lucie de Rome). She died in Montreal, 
Canada, on the 10th of June 2022, at the age of 86, of which 64 years of 
religious missionary life in Tunisia and Canada. 

Sister Thérèse Schelfaut (Yves-Dominique). She died in Marseille, 
France, on the 20th of June 2022, at the age of 95, of which 69 years of 
religious missionary life in Algeria and France. 

Sister Cornelia Vork (Clementia Marie).). She died in Boxtel, 
Pays-Bas, on the 21st of June 2022, at the age of 87, of which 67 years 
of religious missionary life in Tanzania and Netherlands.
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