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The General Chapter 2022 was a time of
reflection, of gathering, and above all a time
of prayer and thanksgiving.

We thank God the Father for His great
goodness and love. Our hearts are filled with
gratitude every time we think of Him and
His care for us and for all those we love. The
contemplation of His wonderful works re-
news our strength and fills us with peace.

We thank the Son for all the ways in
which he shows us his love and care. He is
always with us during all the situations we
face day after day. With Him, our lives have
a purpose. We thank Him for all that He en-
ables us to do. Thanks for inspiring us to
proclaim His Word.

Thank you Holy Spirit for opening our
minds to all that is right and good. Thank
you for guiding our steps towards the dis-
covery of others and for helping us to estab-
lish a dialogue without hidden pretensions.

Fratelli Tutti n°198

«Approaching, speaking, listening, looking
at, coming to know and understand one ano-
ther, and to find common ground: all these
things are summed up in the one word “dia-
logue”. If we want to encounter and help one
another, we have to dialogue.»
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Faces of Mission in the Maghreb

On my first trip to Algeria, just as we were leaving the airport, we
passed a field with a large building under construction, and my confrere
told me "that is Maison Carrée". I was astonished because I had left
with the hope of visiting Maison Carrée, our motherhouse. I later
realised that we had lost it long ago and that the building I saw would
be the largest mosque in Africa when completed. I wondered if my
'homecoming' was nostalgia or a sense of belonging. Ironically, this
mosque is called the Maison Carrée Mosque.

Heirs to the mission of yesteryear

This name not only keeps alive a memory but also recalls a heritage:
the role of the Missionaries of Africa in the human and socio-economic
development of the country. This is what will remain when the
beneficiaries of our presence at Maison Carrée have disappeared. In
fact, they will have passed on to their children the values learned
through their contact with our elders in the mission. The structures dis-
appear, but the service for which they were established survives; it
survives in the hearts of men and women.

Today our confreres in the Maghreb continue to render this service
according to our time and its demands, especially considering that the
origins of the personnel of the .
mission confirm this: in the past,
the confreres were exclusively
from the West; today they are
mostly from the South. The people,
as well as the methods, change
but the mission continues in the
same spirit. In this sense, the White
Fathers of today are truly the heirs
of the White Fathers of yesterday.
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As heirs, they have the privilege of continuing but also bear the burden
of the legacy of the mission of yesteryear.

At the service of humanity for an abundant life

In the Gospel perspective of mission, where Christ became incarnate
for abundant life, disciples are at the service of human life. Their com-
mitment is to promote it. They are therefore called to act where life is
endangered or mortgaged. Life in abundance is not only quantitative; it
is above all qualitative. It is about helping people to flourish. This is
integral to human development: to develop the human being and the
whole human being.

On the surface, the political, economic and religious instability, as
well as the local realities, the style of the apostolate, but above all the
religious legislation in force in the Maghreb countries and the fragility
of the small Christian communities, can cause frustration and discour-
agement. However, the mission continues because the challenges of
daily life can become allies of the mission. Moreover, it is difficult to
assess what is happening in the human heart. The disciples are called to
bear witness to God’s love; it is the Spirit who knows the hearts and
God alone converts people.

Apostles of God's love for Africa and Africans were forged in the
Maghreb, the cradle of our missionary family. Lavigerie wanted to put
the Gospel at the heart of human relations given a true social trans-
formation. Thanks to this charism, the confreres living and working in
fraternal teams are witnesses to the possibility of a better life in society.
Thus, their houses become places of reference for sharing and solidarity
where attentive listening and mutual exchange are lived. This bringing
together of people through authentic encounters is a source of human
brotherhood.

Real places of fraternal encounters rich in diversity

The accompaniment they provide to the people who come to them is
done in close collaboration with other missionary agents (sisters, lay
people, students, etc.). They are living the mission in the spirit of
synodality. This mission of proximity is lived through the learning of
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local languages, respect for the cultures and the socio-economic life of
their environment. By ensuring the human and professional formation
of marginalised people, they commit themselves to the existential pe-
ripheries. The libraries and documentation and research centres they
run are real places of encounter and service for building a fraternity
rich in diversity. This helps to change how people look at each other,
accepting each other's differences. Despite the differences, the approach
to each person must value them as brothers or sisters. This brings about
the kingdom of God. No wonder evangelising is synonymous with
peace-building, for diversity is a gift, while division is a scandal!

Nurtured by a personal experience of encounter and attachment to
Christ, they are animated by God's love for all. Keeping their doors
open at all times, they facilitate closeness and conviviality without
borders, thus strengthening friendship and unity because the Gospel
takes root in the people’s hearts.

A very specific but not exceptional mission

The mission as lived in the Maghreb is specific but not exceptional.
It is specific because of its context. It is not exceptional for it is an
integral part of the Church's mission. The mission is unique but also
complex because it is lived in different human contexts.

Our presence in Algeria and Tunisia is a prophetic parable not only
for us but for the missionary Church. It is a call to place ourselves at
the service of Man through the promotion of everything that contributes
to his total fulfilment. In the words of Irenaeus of Lyons, "the glory of
God is man fully alive". Will we be able to listen to him? The
fruitfulness of the mission will depend on it.

Ignatius Anipu
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Library

Le Figuier

Center of documentation and meeting (cdr) Tizi Ouzou

Presentation

Our library is officially known
as the Centre de Documentation et
de Rencontre (CDR), Bibliotheque
le Figuier. It is situated in the
centre of Tizi Ouzou, not far from
the APC, next to the Kerrad Rac-
hid Training Centre, opposite the
Boukhalfa bus stop (1 boulevard
Abderrahmane Arrous). It is a
place where young students and
professionals from the region can
meet, study and revise. We have
the following disciplines: medi-
cine, pharmacy, biology, English
and Tamazight. Given the lack of
space, we chose to limit ourselves
to a few fields and not become a
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general library. Registrations are
made following the academic
year. It goes from October to the
end of September each year.
However, the number of sub-
scribers has decreased to about
one hundred per year since the
health crisis.

Apostolic life

The library apostolate is part of
our apostolic life inspired by
Jesus who sends us: "As the
Father has sent me, so I send you"
(Jn 20:21). According to our Con-
stitutions and Laws, "Apostolic
love requires us to be all things to
all men” to be welcoming and
open, to live close to the people
and to be simple in our relations
with them. It entails a thorough
study of their language and cus-
toms, a knowledge of their history
and culture and of the current
events of their country. It means
above all an active involvement in
every effort to make the Gospel
come alive in every culture. This
is what we try to live through the
Fig Tree Library.



This year we continue to assist
the various beneficiaries so as to
facilitate their research and other
study work. We also pay particular
and individual attention to those
who come to us.

We are helped by a Salesian
Sister, Bernadette, and an Al-
gerian, Nacira Zidelmal. Their
voluntary work in the library is a
great help. The team is making ef-
forts to ensure the continuity of
the work desired by the founder,
the late Blessed Christian Chessel.

We continue to welcome all
those who come for documenta-
tion and offer a friendly environ-
ment to those who come to meet
in our garden. We have a well-laid
and maintained place providing a

pleasant, clean and healthy recep-
tion. We are exploring the possi-
bility of networking with other
libraries in the region and putting
our catalogue online, more pre-
cisely the Berber Documentation
Files (FDB).

We are also thinking about the
possibility of forming reading
groups to help students and those
interested in the subject express
their ideas or through film debates.

Our frustration is the fact that
we started the procedure to install
surveillance cameras since March
2020, but we are yet to receive the
green light from Wilaya, the last
step in this bureaucratic complex-

1ty.

Le Figuier Library; main entrance
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Le Figuier Library; study room and tutoring

Remedial classes

Besides the library service
which is our main activity, we also
provide coaching and introduction
courses in English and French to
primary, secondary and high
school pupils, students and adults.
This apostolate in the Algerian so-
ciety makes us well-known, be-
cause our courses are well
appreciated; the beneficiaries
never stop thanking us. Students
from the parish youth chaplaincy
help with some of the classes on
Fridays.

In summary, our encounter
with the Algerian people is made
through welcoming, listening, the
library, the remedial courses at all
levels in French and English. It is
through this that we deepen

friendship, fraternity, mutual

knowledge and unity, justice and
peace. We try to grow with each
other in unity, in a community rich
in racial, linguistic, religious and
cultural diversity. All this is done
in a synodal manner.

Vincent Kyererezi,
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A known hame in the Society

Tizi-Ouzou - The community

i G

Conviviality with the parishioners with a cake

We live with our Kabyle
brothers and sisters in the capital
of the wilaya of Tizi-Ouzou, in
Greater Kabylie. Tizi is a major
hub in this mountainous region:
the inhabitants come here for their
administrative formalities and im-
portant services; they are fairly
open people in their relations, but
with certain limitations imposed
by the socio-cultural context.

Our White Fathers' community

It is worth noting that the com-
munity of Tizi-Ouzou, founded in
1874, 1.e. 6 years after the founda-
tion of the Society, remains the ol-

dest of our active communities. It
was in this community that, on 27
December 1994, four White
Fathers, Alain, Charles, Jean and
Christian died. They were valiant
and zealous missionaries of their
time and gave their all until the
very end, thus becoming martyrs
of the greatest love. Together with
15 others, they were beatified on 8
December 2018 in Oran, Algeria.
We are aware of the privilege of
living in this community and the
challenges associated with living
it because they were men who
were held in high esteem and re-
spected for their dedication to the
mission.

393



What we do.

Our life in Tizi-Ouzou revolves
around three major axes which are

1. The parish: our parish is a
multicultural and ecumenical
community. It comprises Algerian
Christians, foreign students of
various Christian denominations,
and consecrated persons such as
the Salesian Sisters, a White Sister
and a consecrated virgin. We bear
witness to the love of Christ by
daring to invent new ways in the
zeal and dynamism of our charism
so that the parish may be a life-
giving place where each member
feels accepted and loved.

Philippe and Bernard after the graduate stuents' thanksgiving mass

- Algerian Christians: we ac-
company them closely and pro-
foundly to build up an indigenous
Church that witnesses its faith
through its life in a predominantly
Muslim land.

- Foreign students: we also
have a good number of foreign
students from sub-Saharan Africa
in our parish. They are not all
Catholics, but Christians and some
Muslims. They find in this com-
munity a place of reference, shar-
ing and fraternity. As a result, the
accompaniment of young people
finds its place in our apostolate.

- Visiting the prisoners also

S
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-

\*‘A *
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constitutes a major part of the
proclamation of the good news to
the little ones. This apostolate of
the universal Church, which is im-
posed on every disciple of Christ,
is part of our pastoral reality. One
of us responsible for this apos-
tolate goes every fortnight to the
big prison of Tizi-Ouzou with one
of the Salesian Sisters to extend
our support to our brothers and
sisters who live there. Half of the
Lenten effort, at the parish and
community level, is put into the
solidarity fund for the prison apos-
tolate.

2. The Library: our library is
officially known as the 'Centre de
Documentation et de Rencontre
Le Figuier'. We welcome students,
mostly Algerians, studying medi-
cine, biology, pharmacy, English
or Tamazight (Berber) and provide
them with a friendly environment
to study and meet. It is interesting
to note that, in addition to provid-
ing books, we also offer extra tu-
ition in English and French to
primary, secondary and high
school pupils, students and adults.
This apostolate is well appreciated
in Algerian society.

3. Welcoming: One of our daily
tasks is to welcome people into the
community. Many Algerians and

foreigners come knocking at our
door for various reasons. The
house or community of the White
Fathers is for many a place of lis-
tening, exchange, sharing and soli-
darity. We try as far as possible to
listen to all these people who
come daily to ask for various
forms of help.

Pastoral challenges
and perspectives

Pastoral challenges are not the
least of our concerns. We live in a
Church where the commitment of
the laity leaves much to be de-
sired. Most of our faithful come

Recollection at the graves of
the Blessed White Fathers
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from Muslim families and are
mostly the only Christian
members in their families. Some
remain anonymous in their Chris-
tian journey; others are known, but
they run the risk of being excluded
from certain social realities. Be-
sides this, our Algerian faithful are
mostly adults, not children or
young people. There is also the
question of religious legislation
which makes us fragile to a certain
extent in evangelisation.

The mission in Tizi-Ouzou is a
mission that has endured from
1874 to the present day despite all
the dark and tragic periods it has
gone through. Our presence here
is still appreciated, even if the per-
spectives undertaken by our pre-
decessors are different from ours
today and need to be redefined in
the current social context and ac-
cording to the needs of the people
with whom we work. It is pre-
cisely what I tried to elaborate on
above when I talked about what
we are doing today. This pastoral
perspective can be maintained
even if new ways of doing things
are developed while always listen-
ing to the social and political con-
text which cannot be ignored. To
ignore this aspect would be to put
at risk the work and heritage of
our elders and predecessors in the
mission.

Besides, there is today the
question of the origin of the con-
freres on the ground. People were
still used to seeing only European
confreres 20 years ago, but today
we are, for the last ten years, of
African origin, and even younger
than our predecessors; this some-
times causes misunderstandings
and reservations for some because
they associate being a White
Father to colour. We even hear
some say that there are no more
White Fathers here in Tizi-Ouzou.
This is a challenge that we are try-
ing to take up through our dedica-
tion to the mission and heritage
that the elders bestowed on us.

Philippe Dakono
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At the service of fraternal love

The community of Ghardaia

We are at the service of frater-
nal love in the desert of southern
Algeria where every little thing
highlights the goodness of God.

I returned to our community in
Ghardaia, Algeria, in November
2021. Our community is currently
composed of three confreres: Jean
Marie Amalebondra (outgoing di-
rector), Koffi Alex Gnamassou
(his successor) who are committed
to promoting Saharan culture and
heritage in the Centre Culturel de
documentation saharienne
(CCDS), and myself, who is work-
ing full time in the diocesan ac-
counts and treasury.

The Missionaries of Africa
settled in Ghardaia in 1884. As
soon as they arrived, they made
immediate contact with the local
population, and learned the lan-
guage and about Islam while
carrying out various activities
(schools, dispensaries, etc.).

The Centre de Documentation
Saharienne (CDS) was created in
1946 in Djelfa, then later trans-

ferred to Ghardaia, in order to pre-
serve the country's extremely rich
heritage and to gather valuable
documentation for future gener-
ations of researchers. It became a
cultural centre in the 1990s.

The cultural centre

There are two libraries in the
Cultural Centre: a research library
and a lending library. The Centre
keeps books and documents refer-
ring generally to the South of Al-
geria. Its shelves are divided
between books on philosophy,
psychology, general sociology
(these do not necessarily concern
the region), religion, linguistics,
exact sciences (such as geology,
climatology, hydrology, etc.), the
arts, geography and history (pre-
Islamic, Islamic, colonial and
post-colonial).

The Centre has a treasure of
materials that will fascinate his-
torians, ethnologists, geographers
and certainly many others who are
interested in the Sahara, its people,
its way of life and its customs.
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There are more than 33,000
photos, including 6,500 on glass
plates, dating from 1899 to 1940.
These photographs were all taken
by Missionaries of Africa or their
collaborators and then later
brought to the Bishop's House
when they died or when the sta-
tions were closed. The manage-
ment of the Centre launched a
major programme in 2010 to save,
digitise, catalogue and make avail-
able to the public this immense Al-
gerian heritage. This work came to
a halt due to a lack of full-time
staff to continue the digitisation.

The cultural, ethnographic and
historical importance of the pho-

tographic collections of the
Centre's photo library encourages
us to communicate and dissemi-
nate these images to the men and
women of Algeria. We are making
part of these photographic collec-
tions available to Algerians via a
series of eight regional exhibitions
on the culture of their country.

The particularity of
our presence

We are different in that our
presence here in Algeria is very
special. It is not that we looked for
it; rather, it is God who is at the
origin of this call to live and wit-
ness unity in diversity: "You did

From left to righf: Alex Gnamassou, the British Arﬁbassador,

Bishop John MacWilliam, and René Mounkoro
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not choose me, but I chose you
and appointed you, that you
should go and bear fruit, and that
your fruit should remain, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you" (Jn
15:16).

Each small step or gesture di-
rects us towards our goal, to serve
the Lord and our neighbours. Our
main objective in this centre is to
change the look on cultural and re-
ligious differences, by promoting
social blending and dialogue of
cultures and religions by organ-
ising activities in the cultural
centres and our surroundings (par-
ishes or houses).

The purpose of our activities

We try to promote historical
and cultural heritage interactions
through our activities, whilst fos-
tering the spirit of togetherness
through encounters between dif-
ferent genders, generations and re-
ligions.

Our Church is oriented towards
encounter, interreligious and inter-
cultural dialogue through the dif-

ferent activities carried out, among
others, by the diocesan cultural
service. The presence of this
Church in this Muslim environ-
ment can be expressed more easily
in this cultural framework, by pro-
viding educational support in the
form of language courses in
French and English, and by shar-
ing elements of our heritage, thus
meeting a real demand.

We live the incarnation in the
heart of the oasis, in this land of
Islam where we are sent by the
one who "chooses" and who "es-
tablishes" us to live the goodness
of God.

René Mounkoro
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Life in a Muslim world
has transformed my faith

Life in a Muslim world has
transformed my faith. Like many
French people, it was expressed
through the family Christmas cel-
ebration with gifts and illumina-
tions. Of course, there was Holy
Week and Sunday Mass... After
my formation in a seminary, there
was the Church, the dogmas, Vati-
can II... In the novitiate, I was
asked to write "my" creed. It took
me several pages.

All that is left today is: "I believe
in Christ who died and rose for
the salvation of the world". Like
Paul in Athens, this is scandalous:
not the resurrection, but the death
of Jesus. For many of my Muslim
friends, Jesus did not die: a prophet
cannot fail in his mission. For God
cannot fail. Someone else died in
his place. The death of the just is
not acceptable. This is also ex-
pressed in the visceral rejection of
the symbol of the cross, because
of history and all it represents.
Therefore, Jesus as a 'person' is
the centre of my faith. This has an
impact on the way I read the gospel.
It often demands an attachment to

his person and his word: "Do you
love me more than these? It requires
a visceral (literally) union with
this risen Jesus. All that follows is
a consequence of this attachment,
such as the importance of the Gos-
pel, the word of God as received
in and by the Church, and our re-
gard for every human being as a
brother or sister.

"l know why you are here... It's for God!"
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For the salvation of the world

There are several verses: "Go
therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit" (Mt 28:19);
" I must preach the good news of
the kingdom of God in other cities
as well, for this is why I was sent"
(Lk 4:43). For Jesus, the kingdom
of God is very concrete: the lame
walk, the deaf hear, the sick are
healed. There are two visions of
the same mission. My life is marked
by the second: "to proclaim the
kingdom of God". When we see
Jesus alleviating the suffering of
his contemporaries, the kingdom
of God is not a hope for tomorrow,
an ideal to be awaited, but to be
announced and built today by al-
leviating the suffering of the men
and women of today. Jesus does
not ask for theorists but practical
people. There is no more talk of
baptism, of changing religion, of
dogmas...

One day, an old man said to
me: "I know why you are here; it's
to evangelise". I was a bit worried
about the word and I asked him:
"What is evangelisation”? The
answer surprised me: "It is to build
peace". A colleague once said to
me: "I know why you are here... It

is for God!" The world today has
become more and more violent,
less and less human (computers
are interfering in human relation-
ships), and the race for consumption
and profit spares no one (we are
more and more concerned with
finding profitable activities for our
budgets). "You received freely,
give freely" is not so much a part
of our conversation and attitudes
anymore. Our world is increasingly
uninhabitable for many people.

To keep life simple

The people I have lived with
over the past 30 years have taught
me to keep life simple: local food
and limit travel to what is necessary.
Thus, ever since I joined the White
Fathers, | always refused expensive
and polluting formations outside
the country, in favour of one on
the spot. I have been collecting
plastic bottles in the mountains
every Sunday for 15 years. My
work consists of providing voca-
tional training to a few people
with disabilities. All these things
are very small and of little impor-
tance to those who develop com-
mercial strategies and geopolitical
plans for the world. Nevertheless,
I believe that I am faithful to God's
method. Jesus chose 12 men: a
traitor, some fishermen, a Zealot,
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MISSION

What if | were just a grain of sand
in the hand of God?

a publican... and later a fanatical
Pharisee, Paul. He entrusted his
church to a professional fisherman
who had just denied him. In terms
of management, there is much to
be corrected. Now, if I refuse to
take a plane it won't stop the plane
from taking off; if I collect a few
plastic bottles it won't reduce plastic
pollution; if I train two people to
be professionally independent, it
won't reduce the misery of millions
of disabled people around the
world. I do it because I am con-
vinced that this is the way to build

the Kingdom of God the way God
intended.

To conclude, I remember a his-
torical fact. During the Second
World War, the French railwaymen
who wanted to hinder the move-
ments of the German army derailed
the trains. To do this, they poured
a handful of sand on the axles of
the wagons. There is no comparison
between a few grains of sand and
a derailed train. Yet it worked.
What if I were just a grain of sand

Patrick Leboulenger
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Migsionary life in evolution

"We do not engage in dialogue,
even less encounters". We not only
live outside the parish, but we
don’t also have an apostolate that
is related to the classic first evan-
gelisation. So, the question arises:
why remain in this community? A
childhood friend put it to me clearly
a few weeks ago when he said "If
you don't have parishioners, why
don't you leave the country? Must
we position ourselves in defence
of the continuity of our community
and our mission in this land of
Islam? Our convictions and our
presence in this Muslim country

would not allow us to do so. In
this article, we share with you, in
all sincerity, this mission ad extra
and especially this presence in an
entirely Muslim environment.

Our presence in North Africa

We start by recalling the origins
of our Society in Algeria and Tuni-
sia 150 years ago. Animated by
the Spirit, we quickly discovered
the importance of being with others
who are different from us in order
to build a fraternal life with all.
We owe this heritage to our
Founder, Cardinal Lavigerie, who,

We welcome people in community to share with us
the Eucharist and the meal

403










































































































































