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Everyone knows the famous myth of 
Pandora's box. This box contained all the 
evils of the world that Pandora released out 
of curiosity. However, at the bottom of that 
box, there was only one thing left: hope. 

Hope does not mean that everything we 
wish for will come true. Hope does not 
mean that everything we wish for will come 
true, but it does give us the inner calm, the 
confidence and the optimism to face every 
difficulty in the best possible way. Only in 
this way will we generate new changes, 
only in this way will we allow life to move 
in the best direction with our attitude. 

I think this is exactly the dynamic of the 
Chapter Acts. To take new steps, and to do 
so in the best possible way, it is necessary 
to maintain an inner balance. Only then can 
we accept all that we have experienced, 
learn from it, and venture into the present in 
the best possible way. 
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EDITOR’S WORD

Fratelli Tutti n° 50  
Together, we can seek the truth in dialogue, 
in relaxed conversation or in passionate de-
bate. To do so calls for perseverance; it en-
tails moments of silence and suffering, yet it 
can patiently embrace the broader expe-
rience of individuals and peoples.
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With sadness, we say goodbye to our confrère Richard K. Baawobr, 
Cardinal of the Church and Bishop of Wa in Ghana, Superior General 
from 2010 – 2016, member of the General Council from 2004 to 2010, 
who untimely died in Rome on 27th November. With gratitude, we also 
look back on how he has brightened our lives.  

Not long ago, in May this year, we welcomed with joy the news of 
his nomination as Cardinal of the Church by Pope Francis. Richard’s 
clear-sightedness and total commitment to the Society and to the Church 
are known to all. His gentle outgoing and understanding nature, made 
him a good shepherd who was not afraid to show love.  

He was a very promising Cardinal who will be missed by many 
people beyond our Society. May God grant him the reward reserved for 
shepherds of His people.
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FOREWORD

Cardinal Richard K. Baawobr, Mafr 
(1959 – 2022)
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Cardinal Baawobr gave much and seemed to promise even 
more. But “God’s ways are not our ways”. 

Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re.
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Appointments - 2

André-Léon Simonart, 
Secretary General.

NAME GIVES RECEIVES

P. AGOH Michel SOA/Phl PAC/RDC
P. ALCKIAS Antony EAP/Ken SOA/Ind
P. BANDRES José EPO/Eth PEP/Esp
P. BWANAKWERI B. EPO/Eth PEP/Deu 
P. FRANÇOIS Marc PAC/Rwa PEP/Bel
P. GÖPFERT Andreas GMG/Roma PEP/Bel
P. GARCIA PADILLA Oscar PEP/Esp Mgh/Maroc
P. KALORE Simeon GMG/Roma SAP/Zmb
F. KODJO Jérome PAC/RDC PAO/Tgo
P. LEINZ Hugo PAC/Bdi PEP/Deu
P. SALLES Georges PAO/Mrt PEP/Fr
P. SIMONOWSKI Helmut PAC/RDC PEP/Deu
P.TARGETT Michael GhN/Gha PEP/Gbr
P.VAN HEIJST Piet SAP/Zmb PEP/Nld
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All centres statistics, numbe

Phase One: 193 Phase Two: 55 Phase Three: 92 Fourt
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ers and nations, 2022-2023

h Phase: 116 Total: 456 Robert B. Tebri 
Secretary of Initial Formation
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Discovering Daily Life In Dombe 
- Mozambique -

Our community 

I am Pascal Mare from Bur-
kina-Faso. I was ordained on the 
3rd of July 2021 in the diocese of 
Koupela. I have been sent to Mo-
zambique, especially to the diocese 
of Chimoio and the parish of 
Dombe. Mozambique is a small 
Sector with five parishes, the Sector 
house and one centre. The parish 
of Dombe where I am working is 
a first evangelization parish even 
though it is more than sixty years 
old. The parish is situated about 
135 km from town. Dombe is also 
one the parishes of the diocese 
where we have five (5) different 
religious communities. The 
Missionaries of Africa, Obra de 
Maria, Fazenda da Esperança, Se-
mente do Verbo and Irmas Peque-
nas Missionarias de Maria Im-
maculada, all from Brazil. In our 
community, we are three: Fr. Raph-
ael GASIMBA and Fr. Rodrigue 
KASSEREKA Kalyoto from DR 
Congo and I from Burkina Faso. 
We are building up a joyful and 
good community life, trying our 

best to be a witnessing community 
for the people around us. 

At the airport, I was warmly 
welcomed to my community by 
Fr. Malachy Oleru from Nigeria 
and Fr. Florent Sawadogo from 
Burkina. When I arrived, my com-
munity members, the religious 
communities and the parishioners 
welcomed me very well. I felt 
from the beginning that they were 
waiting for me and that helped me 
to enter into the pastoral program 
starting with the local language 
course. Here in the parish, most 
of the parishioners are farmers and 
their main activity is farming and 
they depend on the rain. That 
makes life difficult for many people 
here. Very few are civil workers 
or business people. Life is becom-
ing more and more difficult for 
most people, especially after 
cyclone Idai destroyed many 
families and their possessions and 
killed many people here in Dombe. 
Many are still struggling to survive 
and to overcome the consequences 
of this cyclone.  
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Our apostolate 

As far as we are concerned, 
our community depends on the 
Society because we receive very 
little from the parish. Once a month 
the parishioners try to contribute 
to our feeding with what they get 
from their farms. We, as commu-
nity, have a small farm, a garden 
and some animals. Our challenge 
is how to strengthen the Christian 
faith of our parishioners and how 
to help them find new ways of de-
veloping their way of life and their 
culture.  

About our apostolate, we try to 
do our best to be close to the par-
ishioners. We have 26 outstations. 
In some of the outstations, there 
are mostly women and children, 
and men are very few. We visit 
them on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays. And the main challenge 
is that in some of them, no one 
can read because they have not 
been to school. We have young 
people who would like to receive 
the sacraments but there is no one 
to teach them. We try at the level 
of the parish to form those who 
can read in order to help in teaching 
catechism. The other challenge is 

Pacal Marre with the Sisters of the Semente do Verbo (The Seed of the Verb)  
and some members of the parish
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that many girls don’t go to school 
or those who were lucky to go to 
school, ended their education after 
primary school, because the culture 
does not encourage girls to study. 
To solve this problem, we try to 
work with the local government 
to sensitize the population and to 
encourage them to send also girls 
to school and to allow them to 
pursue their education at least till 
university. We have also the prob-
lem of under-age marriage which 
is recurrent here. Another of our 
challenges is polygamy. Many of 
our parishioners are polygamous 

or they haven’t yet celebrated the 
religious marriage but are living 
together. To give them some re-
sponsibilities is sometime compli-
cated. We have 9 chapels which 
were destroyed by the cyclone and 
need to be rebuilt.  Despite the 
challenges we encounter in our 
pastoral work, we do find joy and 
satisfaction in our mission. Our 
weekly community meeting, our 
spiritual life, our community cel-
ebrations, the contribution of the 
others religious communities in 
the pastoral work, the good will 
of the parishioners in the outstations 

Pascal Mare, Pastoral visit to a base community in Chiruka village
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and in the parish are giving us joy 
and hope. Many people are working 
hard to keep the communities alive, 
and this gives us joy and courage 
to find new ways of improving 
our pastoral work. About the under-
age marriage, the education of girls 
and the formation of the commu-

nity’s leaders, some are responding 
positively, and we are happy to 
see that things are moving forward.  

As a missionary, I would like 
to work with the local people to 
change some cultural practices 
which are not helping most es-
pecially the girls. I would also like 
to strengthen the faith and the zeal 
of our communities’ members. In 
brief, I would like to share with 
them what I know and to learn 
also from them in order to improve 
my pastoral approach. 

Pascal Mare

Bishop João Carlos Hatoa Nunes,  
Bishop of Chimoio and Pascal Mare
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The Beatitudes – Jesus’ Understanding 
Contextualised  

- Malawi - 

Poverty, hunger, violence, suf-
fering, pain and pandemics such 
as Covid-19 are part and parcel of 
human phenomena in human his-
tory or human existence; even du-
ring or at the time of Jesus this 
was the reality of life. In fact, 
Jesus’ teaching on the Beatitudes 
was based on such experience (cf. 
Mt. 5:1-12 and Lk. 6:20-26). 
Coming back home - in our 
contemporary world - the third 
world countries, especially the 
sub-Saharan African countries or 
the South-pole, and Malawi in 
particular, these phenomena make 
a daily common reality. Many 
people live on less than 1.25 dol-
lars per day. The experience of cy-
clone Idai (2020), cyclones Anna, 
Batsirai and Gombe (2021-2022) 
have made the situation worse in 
terms of poverty. And of course, it 
is obvious that extreme poverty 
leads to hunger in Africa and 
many other underdeveloped coun-
tries globally. Mind you, develo-
ped countries too have lots of poor 
people although their countries’ 

economic strength overshadows 
the reality of poverty and suffe-
ring.  

Child mortality and other harms 

One-fifth of people living in 
Africa – not excluding Malawi - 
are considered malnourished. The 
current infant mortality rate for 
Malawi in 2022 is 34,327 deaths 
per 1000 live births; that’s a 4,85% 
decline from 2021. The infant 
mortality rate for Malawi in 2021 
was 36,078 deaths per 1000 live 
births, which is a 4,63% decline 
from 2020 (Malawi Infant Morta-
lity Rate 1950-2022/MacroTrend-
https://www.macrotrends.net – 
Countries – MWI, infant). This is 
a credit for Malawi as a country; 
but all the same, this gives the 
continent the highest rate of mal-
nourished people worldwide. 
More than 30 percent of African 
children suffer from growth disor-
ders such as stunting due to their 
chronic malnutrition. This disease 
causes a physical and mental un-
derdevelopment in children. What 
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will their future be?  

Sub-Saharan Africa is the re-
gion with the highest infant mor-
tality. On average, one in 11 
children dies before his/her fifth 
birthday. Worse still, three of the 
four countries with the highest in-
fant mortality worldwide are on 
the African continent, namely 
Ethiopia, Nigeria and Kenya. In 
addition to complications at birth 
and malnutrition, there are di-
seases such as pneumonia, diar-
rheal diseases, and malaria, which 
lead to the early death of many 
children. In sub-Saharan Africa, 
59 million children between the 
ages of 5 and 17 are on forced or 
obliged labour instead of playing 
and going to school. They fight 
against poverty for their families. 
Twenty-five million Africans are 
infected with the HIV virus, inclu-
ding approximately 2.9 million 
children. Many have lost one or 
even both parents and live as 
AIDS orphans/victims on the 
street or at home; and Covid-19 
pandemic has made things worse 
in terms of suffering and stigma 
(cf. https://www.sos-
usa.org/about-us/where-we-
work/africa/poverty-in-africa).  

Malawi has high HIV preva-
lence of 6.4 percent among men 

and 10.8 percent among women 
(NSO and ICF 2017). HIV and tu-
berculosis (TB) co-infection is 
also a problem in Malawi; 52 per-
cent of those with TB are also in-
fected with HIV (USAID 2016). 

Jesus Understanding of  
the Beatitudes – Contextualised: 

With the above background, 
Jesus comes up with the Beati-
tudes. Does his teaching hold 
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water in our contemporary world, 
and Malawi in particular? What 
exactly does he and his teaching 
mean to us? The people Jesus calls 
blessed are needy and in situation 
of real suffering. Does Jesus want 
to glorify or ‘canonise’ poverty 
and suffering as something good?  

From Jesus’ viewpoint, surely, 
NOT! Suffering and poverty are 
always considered evil in the eyes 
of Jesus, in the eyes of God. In 
fact, he hears their cry! God is the 
defender of the widow, the orphan, 
the stranger and the needy (cf. Ps. 
140:12). Even if the poor count for 
nothing to people in power, they 
are precious to God. Indeed, they 
are considered blessed because 
they are precisely the ones most 

capable of receiving the Good 
News that Jesus brings because of 
their situation of material needs 
which opens them up to another 
way of looking at life which de-
pends on God. In other words, it 
all hinges on that decisively im-
portant spiritual attitude of detach-
ment - apatheia - in Greek or 
indifferencia in Ignatius of Loyola 
spirituality. It means that they are 
unattached to worldly values that 
become a substitute for the ulti-
mate good of God. How lucky we 
are if we are not addicted to mate-
rial things of which the Gospel of 
St. Luke and Matthew would ex-
plicate clearly as 3-Ps, namely 
‘Pleasure, Power and Pride (Lk. 
4:1-13 and Mt. 4:1-11 respecti-
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vely)! 

Surely, in our contemporary 
world, – not excluding Malawi as 
it is so called the ‘Warm Heart of 
Africa’, the Beatitudes could be 
substantiated as stated below:  

The world says, “Blessed are 
the rich, because they can have 
anything they want”. But Jesus 
says, “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit”. By poor in spirit, he 
means those who put their trust in 
God rather than money; and those 
who admit that it is not their in-
come, possessions or bank ac-
count that makes them rich in the 
eyes of God, but what kind of 
people they are.  

The world says, “Blessed are 
those who live it up, and never 
stop having fun.” But Jesus says, 
“Blessed are those who mourn.” 
He means those who let them-
selves feel the misfortune, pain 
and sorrow of others, and who res-
pond to them with understanding, 
sympathy, kindness, compassion, 
and practical assistance. These 
could be the people who suffer out 
of abject poverty due to different 
reasons; those who have lost their 
relatives due to Covid-19 or cy-
clones or never got any assistance 
after the various cyclones which 
hit the country. 

The world says, “Blessed are 
the assertive and aggressive that 
talk tough and act tough.” But 
Jesus says, “Blessed are the gen-
tle.” Gentleness is not weakness, 
but a form of strength. St Francis 
de Sales used to say that you can 
catch more flies with a spoon full 
of sugar than a barrel full of vine-
gar. In Jesus' book there is just no 
place for bullies and bullying. Bul-
lies such as some Members of 
Parliament who may think that the 
Constituency Development Fund 
(CDF) belongs to them while it is 
actually belonging to the ‘gentle’ - 
the people who are the tax contri-
butors/payers! 

The world says, “Blessed are 
those who hunger for power, sta-
tus, and fame.” But Jesus says, 
“Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for what is right”. 
These are the ‘Chizumas’ in Ma-
lawi who fight against corruption 
and make sure that the rule of law 
and justice is kept accordingly. 
They are the ‘Oscar Romeros’ 
who even state that, “If God ac-
cepts the sacrifice of my life, may 
my death be for the freedom of my 
people.” Or the ‘Nelson Mandelas’ 
who would firmly state that, “Real 
leaders must be ready to sacrifice 
all for the freedom of their 
people.” Therefore, from Jesus’ 
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perspective, the only power and 
status we really need is to keep li-
ving in God’s way and to keep 
doing the right thing. More satis-
faction and contentment will be 
found in living with a good 
conscience than in hanging out 
with the movers and shakers and 
wannabes of this world.  

The world says, “Blessed are 
those who show no mercy and who 
take no prisoners.” But Jesus says, 
“Blessed are the merciful.” 
Happy are those who make allo-
wances for the faults and sins of 
others, and whose greatness lies in 
their ability to forgive. They will 
receive mercy and forgiveness 
from God for their own sins.  

The world says, “Happy are 
those with clean fingernails, spar-
kling eyes, gleaming teeth, and un-
blemished skin.” But Jesus says, 
“Blessed are those with clean 
hearts.” It’s from the heart that all 
our thoughts, words, and actions 
flow. If the heart is clean, then 
everything that flows from it will 
be clean, as clean as water flowing 
from an unpolluted spring.  

The world says, “Blessed are 
those who get even and exact re-
venge.” But Jesus says, “Blessed 
are the peacemakers.” Happy are 
those who spread understanding 

among people, those who wel-
come strangers, and those who 
work for a more just and equal so-
ciety. These are the ones who fight 
against racism, nepotism, triba-
lism, regionalism, nationalism, fa-
vouritism and party-ism. These are 
the ones who promote intercultu-
ral, multicultural, international and 
intergenerational communities 
making life colourful as missiona-
ries or religious. They are the 
‘Desmond Tutus’ who would em-
phasise that, “If you want peace, 
you don’t talk to your friends. You 
talk to your enemies.” These are 
truly the children of God.  

The world says, “Blessed are 
those who lie and cheat and get 
away with it.” But Jesus says, 
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“Blessed are those who make a 
stand for what is right and 
true.” These are the ones who 
speak up for those who cannot 
speak for themselves, for the 
rights of all who are destitute. 
Speaking up and judging fairly; 
defending the rights of the poor 
and needy. These are the ‘Ken 
Sara-Wiwas’ who have become an 
‘an exemplary of selfless courage 
striving non-violently for the civil, 
economic and environmental 
rights for their people.’ They may 
suffer for their stand, but the 
wounds they bear will be marks of 
honour and integrity.  

Conclusion: 

Jesus practised what He prea-
ched. In His own person He was 
the Beatitudes. Living them day 
after day made Him the tho-
roughly good person He was. A 
pragmatic preacher to the core! It's 

the same call made to and for us 
too.  

As a people of God who are 
called and created in His image 
and likeness, we are urged to live 
such in order to be blessed: we are 
not only to live but also be a 
people of the Beatitudes! Indeed, 
Jesus’ understanding contextuali-

James Ngahy 



MISSION

466

My Little Mission In Zululand 
- South Africa -

After my mission in India, I 
wanted to go back to Zambia to 
continue my mission journey as a 
Missionary of Africa. Then, the 
Provincial suggested to me the 
possibility of tasting a new mission 
in Zululand in the Rainbow Nation.  
Up to that moment I had no real 
contact with this land of Mandela 
and its many great people. Trusting 
the wisdom of our superiors, I ac-
cepted the proposal of a new 
mission.  

But unfortunately, Covid de-
layed my missionary journey. The 

time I received the documents from 
South Africa, my country had gone 
into complete lockdown. So, my 
hope of entering a new mission 
country soon was dashed.  I had 
to wait for almost a year to com-
plete the process of visa application 
to South Africa. At last, -after a 
long waiting and waiting- I arrived 
in the country on 28th March 2021.  

Welcome to South Africa 

Confreres in South Africa came 
to welcome me at Johannesburg 
airport. They took me out for a 
supper to welcome me to the 

Saju in the representation of the last meal with the parish community  
during the holy week with the parishioners
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country in the same evening. I 
spent two weeks in Johannesburg 
to digest the new situation of South 
Africa, especially its cold weather. 
Then I went to my community at 
KwaMzimba, Pietermaritzburg. I 
went to the language course in a 
place called Montebello with Mon-
tebello Sisters and stayed there for 
three months. Another important 
way of welcoming me to South 
Africa was the Welcome to South 
Africa Course at the famous Lumko 
Centre in Johannesburg where I 
met lot of fathers and sisters, new 
missionaries in South Africa like 
me. 

Community 

I arrived in a volatile time of 
Covid.  In my community, in the 
beginning I was with Fr. Faustin, 
Fr. Konrad, Deacon Mwapoteki 
and Brother Peter. Now I am with 
Fr. Pascal and Fr. Faustin and we 
are waiting for our new Stagiare. 
As community, we try our best to 
pray together, eat together and 
have recreation together every day. 
We regularly have our monthly 
recollection with each one taking 
his turn. We also share the last 
Monday of the month meal with 
our neighbouring Merrivale com-
munity, and we take our turn. Every 
Wednesday we try to have our 

regular Community Day to share 
the Eucharist together, evaluate 
and draw up a program of work 
for our KwaMzimba community. 

Mission 

The community of KwaMzimba 
ministers to two parishes in our 
area, KwaMzimba St. Raphael and 
KwaMpumuza St. Vincent, which 
are different in nature, attitude and 
political interest.  We have five 
centres in KwaMzimba Parish with 
a sub-centre KwaShange and two 
centres in KwaMpumuza parish. 
First of all, we try our best to cel-
ebrate Sunday Mass in all the 
centres with the help from Merri-
vale confreres. On Sundays, each 
priest takes two Masses.  On week-
days we have different kinds of 
apostolates like funerals, unveilings, 
Masses for different groups, pro-
grams for the youth, visiting the 
sick, meetings at different levels 
etc. One ministry, that especially 
touches my heart is visiting all the 
sick in the parish during Christmas 
and Easter. The last two times, 
even with the background of Covid, 
we managed to visit all the sick 
and elderly in our parish. Though 
we were afraid, we tried to fulfil 
our mission as pastors of the weak 
in society.
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Death and death-related activ-
ities are very important here. Es-
pecially during the time of Covid, 
we lost many of our dear Christians 
to the pandemic. It created a great 
void in all the areas of our mission. 
It was really heart-breaking to see 
and experience the loss of so many 
of our Christians to this tragedy. 
But one important thing is that we 
never stopped serving our Chris-
tians even at the peak of the pan-
demic, when sometimes we had 
to bury three or more people. Fu-
nerals and unveilings are a regular 
feature of our mission. And people 
expect priests to come and stay 
closer with them through their 
presence and the sacraments. 

First challenge: 
Failure to penetrate deeply  
in the life of faith. 

I am not an expert of anthro-
pology, but I feel, that, as a church, 
especially as the Catholic church, 
we really failed to penetrate into 
the depth of people’s life of faith. 
The Zulu, by nature, are proud of 
their culture and traditions. We 
never managed to Christianise Zulu 
culture in the line of Christianity. 
Tradition goes its ways and faith 
in the Lord goes its own way. I 
can tell you with my heart that a 
Zulu person respects his/her cus-

toms and traditions far more than 
his faith in the Lord. 

Second challenge:  
No men in the church. 

When we go to many places, 
you find no man or at best just a 
few in the church. Another bigger 
challenge in our milieu is that the 
men do not see the church as a 
place where to spend their time. 
They rather spend it in the tavern 
or at home doing nothing. Our 
church is becoming or has become 
a church of women. And it is 
getting worse in many places. 

Third challenge:  
Effect of pandemic. 

A large majority of people has 
come back to the church after the 
pandemic.  But some have adopted 
that pandemic attitude of life per-
manently, which means staying at 
home without attending church. 

Fourth challenge:  
Secularism 

South Africa is really a rainbow 
nation. Even though people are 
really into their tradition, culture 
and customs, when it comes the 
life of faith, they lean towards the 
secularism of the West. In some 
places the church has only a little 
place in the society. 
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Fifth challenge: 
Apartheid and race relations. 

In our church, I have not seen a 
white or an Indian coming for 
Mass. All the time, I am the only 
visible foreigner in the Sunday 
Mass. Race is a big aspect in South 
African society till today. I think 
that in South Africa, we still have 
a black church and a white church 
and an Indian church (unofficially). 
Apartheid also affected the mission-
ary work in the country because 
white missionaries were seen as 
part of the system. In this case the 
black majority never trusted fully 

the Christianisation, which largely 
came from the West. As a result, 
we see a lot of African indigenous 
churches spreading fast and widely 
attracting a majority of the black 
population. And they mix some of 
their traditions with some of the 
faith in the Lord, making it ap-
pealing to all the aspects of their 
life. 

Sixth challenge: Violence. 

South Africa is a rather violent 
country. The issue is that from the 
apartheid era to the current one, 
there is a transfer of violent con-

Saju and the members of the community after the celebration  
of the Eucharist and the blessing of each child before the exams
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sciousness of ordinary South Af-
ricans. There is no a systematic 
effort to tackle this great tragedy 
in South African society. There is 
a lot of gun violence, hijacking, 
rape and murder. To surprise you, 
I hear that South Africa is a more 
violent country than Afghanistan. 

Seventh challenge: Poverty 

There is a systemic exploitation 
of the black and poor in South Af-
rica. We can see this in the way 
the economy is constructed in this 

country. We have built a system 
where the poor will never manage 
to overcome their troubles without 
very serious efforts. It creates a 
very unequal society and sometimes 
it leads the majority poor into vi-
olence, as for example in July 
2021. 

Eighth challenge: Land issue. 

Land is a cause of major suf-
fering in South Africa. The majority 
of the people is landless or have 

Henley Parish of KwaMzimba
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only a small piece of land where 
there is no place except to bury 
their dead. The white section of 
the population occupies the large 
majority of the land, used and un-
used.  

They are other issues like teen-
age pregnancies, issue of alcohol-
ism and drugs and neglecting the 
poor in the positions in the church 
etc.. 

Ninth challenge:  
Hope for the future 

For various reasons, such as 
apartheid, race relations, and excess 
influence of the culture, tradition 
and customs, the South African 
scenario of faith in the Lord is 
complicated. I think we need an 
attitude of patience and commit-
ment to our goal of serving the 
Lord with a patient heart. And we 
need to adopt a more transparent 
approach in dealing with things in 

Akkarapattialal Saju 

the parish especially regarding fi-
nancial matters. Also, more than 
to material interests, we need to 
give priority to the spiritual well-
being of the people and nourish 
ordinary faith-seeking believers in 
our mission.  And pray that the 
Spirit of the Lord may flow 
wherever it wills. We trust in the 
power of the Holy Spirit to inspire 
the hearts of the faithful. 
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My experience when I came 
back to Malawi now as a priest has 
been a very rich one, based on the 
joys and lessons that I am en-
countering with the people that I 
left long ago when I was a sta-
giaire. I am working in Chezi 
Community which is situated in 
Dowa District at 50 kms from Li-
longwe town. Our Christians are 
mainly farmers, though Chezi is 
growing very considerably with a 

lot of changes happening every-
where, such as new constructions 
both close to the main road and in 
the areas that were still remaining 
behind in terms of development. 
The arrival of many people from 
outside Chezi, coming from differ-
ent places like Lilongwe, Salima 
(a touristic city near Lake Ma-
lawi), Lumbadzi near the Airport 
is quite interesting and makes it 
more enviable to serve people in 

Missionary athletics  
in my first mission country 

- Malawi -

Dowa District



MISSION

473

here. Our Christians are farmers, 
and this is the main activity that 
keeps them busy. Though the fre-
quency of the rains is very low, 
Chewa people can work hard! 
Sometimes I tend to imagine if 
there was a chance for them to 
have rains for a longer time, they 
would be getting some marvellous 
bumpy harvests in terms of agri-
cultural records. Yet the rains start 
in December and end in early 
April. The people still do very 
well and the Government manages 
to supply some neighbouring 
countries with maize, soya and to-
bacco.  

Encounter in Nkhupa 

 Mnkhupa is one of our outsta-
tions at 58 kilometres from the 
community house where I live. I 
went there to visit the small Chris-
tian communities and to have a 
talk with them. Coming from The-
ology, I knew that everyone was 
supposed to respect time. I learned 
to be flexible in mission and easily 
understood that I am not the 
master of everything that was sup-
posed to happen, but that collab-
oration and understanding have to 
be key words in our pastoral work. 
The meeting was supposed to 
begin at 7h30 but we only started 
slightly later (irony): instead of 7h 

30 we started at 11h 30 and this 
time was ideal for the people. 
Nevertheless, at the beginning I 
was a bit excited, but I could not 
do otherwise, I had to cool down 
and work in collaboration with our 
Christians. Normally the problem 
was not about time but about the 
priority of the job to do in the 
morning. As mentioned above, our 
Christians being farmers work 
hard, but to someone who is not a 
meticulous observant, the ten-
dency is to think they do not work 
much. The secret behind it is the 
fact that they go in the fields be-
fore the sun rises, so that they can 
work hard, fast and energetically. 
Our meeting went on very well, 

Marcellin Mubalama ready to visit  
the christian communities
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though I had to change and cancel 
the rest of the day’s programme. 
What touched me a lot was the 
meeting with a widow (Amayi 
Magadalena) who came to share 
with me her struggles. She looked 
very poor. We went in her humble 
house, because she asked for 
prayers. At the end she gave me a 
huge chicken; before I took it I 
had some hesitations (I was think-
ing, who needs this chicken the 
most: me or this lady), but I finally 
took it because in their culture, it 
is not allowed to refuse something 
given and especially food or to 
downplay the giver. 

Pastoral athletics ! 

In our parish, we have a good 
number of elderly people. I have 
managed to visit the sick in our 
outstations. The most challenging 
place we visited was Chikanda, 
our last outstation situated in the 
eastern part of our Parish. This 
place is absolutely mountainous. It 
was indeed a very beautiful ex-
perience, though some missionary 
athletics needed to be applied. I 
have to acknowledge the gener-
osity of most Malawians being al-
ways ready to sacrifice their time 
in order to show the way to some-
one. I once was a positive victim 

Marcellin Mubalama with some of the members of the parish
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of this generosity. One of our 
Church leaders took me around. 
When we left the car to continue 
our journey on foot, he told me in 
the local language: “kumene ti-
kupita ndipafupi”, meaning 
“where we are going is close”. As 
we were going, he was in front 
and I was behind, getting slowly 
very exhausted. We were going on 
and on, all the time he was saying, 
it is at that house there, but the 
way he described the houses for 
me, there was no difference in the 
whole village, they were all simi-
lar. I got very tired and when we 
reached the place he told me, “that 
is how they show someone a dis-
tant place, not to discourage him 
on the way”. Finally, when we 
reached, I met the elderly people 
that I wanted to meet. They were 
very delighted and though they 
were poor, one man went into his 
house and brought me some 

ostrich eggs, something that I have 
never seen in my life. The best 
part was the goodbyes. The elderly 
people blessed me and when I 
went back, the way seemed to be 
much shorter. I enjoyed the apos-
tolate and the blessings, the smile 
and the free surprising gifts. May 
God continue blessing our elderly 
Christians who need our constant 
presence in their lonely lives. 

Marcellin Mubalama 



MISSION

476

It would seem unlikely that the 
first three Missionaries of Africa 
who set up their tents under a bao-
bab tree in 1902 ever thought we 
would still be present in Mua Par-
ish until 2022. In those 120 years 
the parish has grown to become 
synonymous with our work as 
missionaries in Dedza Diocese 
and Malawi as a whole. The seeds 
that were planted by so many 
missionaries have borne abundant 
fruit in a vibrant parish. Activities 
abound amongst many lay groups, 
catechesis is provided for the 
multitude of people who wish to 
receive the sacraments, and devel-
opment has influenced education, 
health and the general wellbeing 
of our people. The iconic parish 
house, with the first bricks being 
laid in 1903, has undergone vari-
ous renovations over the years and 
now stands as a monument to the 
commitment and ingenuity of 
many capable priests and brothers. 
The water canal built in 1924 is 
still being used today and helps ir-
rigate the rice fields which provide 
an income for the M.Afr. commu-

nity. While the MSOLA are no 
longer present their contribution is 
nonetheless noteworthy, establish-
ing a leprosarium which is now a 
school for deaf children and also 
the mission hospital which now 
provides much needed medical as-
sistance for a broad population.    

Those who received us in 1902 
were a mixture of Chewa and 
Ngoni people. They possessed a 
rich culture which was expressed 
through a variety of ceremonies 
and rituals. However initial en-
counters did not always lead to 
mutual understanding and so the 
struggle began, as people tried to 
negotiate the new religion brought 
by the missionaries with their own 
understanding of how God is pres-
ent in their lives. Over time the 
church teachings slowly began to 
recognise the contradictions evi-
dent in this form of evangelisation 
and encouraged a more formative 
encounter between culture and 
faith. In many of the more recent 
Chapters, the Missionaries of Af-
rica have insisted that we need to 

Sowing The Seeds 
- Malawi -
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be at the forefront in this dialogue.  

A storehouse of knowledge  

It was within this context that 
Kungoni Cultural Centre was es-
tablished in 1976, adjacent to Mua 
Parish, under the guidance of Fr 
Claude Boucher. Extensive re-
search and documentation pro-
vided valuable resources to create 
a centre which presents the rich-
ness of Malawian culture and spe-
cifically showcasing the myriad 
ways in which the Risen Christ is 
ever incarnate in this culture. Key 
to this work has been the availabil-
ity of so many people to share 
their life stories and belief systems 
ensuring that it is preserved for fu-

ture generations. In order to not 
only safeguard this material but 
also make it accessible as a learn-
ing experience the Chamare Mu-
seum (in recognition of Fr 
Champartin, a longstanding 
member of Mua community) was 
built and is the centre piece of 
Kungoni. We now get visitors in-
cluding school and college groups, 
parish groups, researchers and 
tourists.  

Art immortalises the good news   

Kungoni sees art, in its various 
forms, as one the key tools in help-
ing people discover the value of 
their culture and also recognise 
how God has been ever present in 
their history. It is for this reason 
that Kungoni has become a re-
nowned centre of carving as gen-
erations of carvers have creatively 
presented the gospel message as it 
is understood in their cultural con-
text. It is also in this format that 
they have tried to make sense of 
issues such as poverty, devel-
opment, integrity of creation and 
corruption. Dance and song are 
also important mediums in the dia-
logue between culture and faith 
with the centre hosting several li-
turgical celebrations and cultural 
performances. 

Dance of the spirits
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The future looks bright  

As we look to the future we 
note with urgency the need for all 
generations to realise the impor-
tance of being aware of their cul-
tural heritage. It is only in 
understanding our past that we can 
progress forward. Kungoni also 
feels that it is now time for Mala-
wians and especially the local 
church to take ownership of this 
history.  It is our hope that Kun-
goni can help younger generations 
to realise the value of their heri-
tage and use these skills as a 

means of dealing with contempor-
ary challenges.  

The centre is also aware of the 
powerful role which women hold 
within local culture so we feel 
they would be our ideal partners in 
creating awareness of the need to 
protect and promote our environ-
ment. By learning different far-
ming practices, they would also be 
the ideal teachers for the younger 
generation who would also come 
to Kungoni for training.  

The upcoming documents of 
the Chapter once more remind us 
that encounter and dialogue are by 
no means the preserve of special-
ists. During our annual Open Day 
celebration in August, we began 
with an interreligious prayer ser-
vice with leaders from Christian, 
Muslim and Traditional beliefs. 
While diverse in our practices we 
hold a powerful message that, 
presented as one, can have an im-
portant impact on those who we 
are called to serve. Such collab-
oration will play a key part in any 
of our future activities.  

Both Mua Parish and Kungoni 
Cultural Centre provide invaluable 
opportunities for any Missionary 
of Africa to reach his full poten-
tial. As missionaries we have been 
commended for our efforts to im-

"Life" by Thomas Mpira
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merse ourselves in the culture and 
language of the local people. It is 
imperative that this desire to en-
counter the other becomes an inte-
gral part of all our commitments. 
We are fortunate in SAP to have 
several centres which can facili-
tate this work i.e. Fenza (Zambia), 
Centre for Social Concern (Ma-
lawi) and Nazare (Mozambique). 
Surely with greater collaboration 
we can help the charism of the 
Missionaries of Africa reach its 
full potential.  

Celebrating our Open House

Brendan O'Shea 
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I would like to start by thank-
ing you for the chance to write this 
article. Our community consists of 
4 confreres from three continents, 
Fr Pawel Patyk from Poland, par-
ish priest, Fr Rijo George from 
India and Fr Jean Kesse from 
Ivory Coast, curates, and stagiaire 
Justus Wednesday from Uganda. 
Our community serves St Denis 
Ssebuggwawo Parish (Chinsapo) 
which belongs to the Archdiocese 
of Lilongwe. Chinsapo is a loca-
tion on the West of Lilongwe. This 
kind of township came to be when 
Lilongwe became the Capital City 
of Malawi. The original popu-

lation was living in eleven differ-
ent villages but with the influx of 
people coming to the new capital 
city the villagers gave up their 
fields and the new arrivals settled 
on them.  

Our parish was an outstation of 
Likuni (one of the oldest White 
Fathers' parishes in Malawi), but 
the people of Chinsapo really 
wanted their own parish. They 
bought a new plot of land and 
started building a Church. In a 
very short time, the population 
began to grow. The church became 
too small to accommodate every-
one. An extension of the church 

St Denis Ssebuggwawo Parish 
- Malawi -

Saint-Denis Ssebuggwawo Parish, the new church
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was necessary. In March 2020, we 
started work. We just wanted to 
extend the church but found that 
the old church was so weak that 
we had to demolish it and build a 
new one. All this happened during 
Covid-19 pandemic. Unfor-
tunately, this involved financial 
problems. We did not expect to 
have to demolish the church, but 
thanks to the support of the faith-
ful, we are slowly finishing the 
church and have almost paid off 
the debt we incurred.   

St Denis Parish is divided into 
23 Small Christian Communities. 
It offers different services to the 
Area through the Home-Based 

Care centre, Justice and Peace ad-
vocacy and a sports complex for 
the youth. Around 70% of the 
population is below 25 years old. 
St Denis Parish’s main task is the 
youth apostolate.  

The Government runs several 
schools and privately owned 
schools are to be found at every 
corner. Unfortunately, government 
schools teach very poorly, and 
many schools are focused on 
money and not necessarily on 
quality education so we tried to 
start our own school so that our 
children would have access to 
quality education. In November 
2020, we managed to receive 

Confirmations in Chinsapo, 03 January 2021
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money to build the school. We 
were able to build the administra-
tion building and classroom block 
for standard one and two. We are 
now continuing the project by 
building classroom block for stan-
dard three and four. We are happy 
because we are already seeing the 
fruits of our labour. The level of 
education in our school is much 
higher than in other schools and 
we currently have a full comple-
ment of pupils and cannot accept 
any more. 

The people in Chinsapo are not 
from one tribe. It is a mix of 
people from different tribes. 
People coming to the capital are 
looking for a cheap place to start 
living. Many of them do not own 
their own homes but rent them 

out. Many of them work a day job 
providing various services necess-
ary for their daily lives. Although, 
we also have very well-educated 
people who decided to build their 
homes in Chinsapo because it was 
cheaper. In addition, in our parish 
we have migrants mainly from 
Burundi or Rwanda. This makes 
the work in Chinsapo very inter-
esting, but knowledge of the lan-
guage and culture is essential to 
understand them. Even sometimes 
knowing French comes in handy 
because some of the migrants 
want to confess in French or don't 
speak English or Chichewa well. 

In recent times, people have 
found life more difficult than be-
fore. Having been in Malawi for 
four years, I can see the change. 

Saint-Denis Ssebuggwawo Parish, the new church inside
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The local currency has lost 25% of 
its value. Automatically every-
thing has become more expensive. 
We have a big problem with elec-
tricity. Especially in the evenings, 
very often we don't have it. And 
this makes all services more ex-
pensive as we must use a gener-
ator. And in addition, the war in 
Ukraine has affected the price of 
petrol, which has made the prices 
of all products go up very quickly. 
As a community we feel this 
change because the money we re-
ceive from the faithful does not in-
crease at a rapid pace, but 
unfortunately expenses do.  

As a community, we rejoice at 
the growing number of believers, 
but on the other hand, this makes 
it impossible for us to know them 
all. Another challenge is certainly 
the large number of different 
churches in Chinsapo. A lot of 
people choose these churches be-
cause they hear about the miracles 
that take place there without think-
ing about whether these miracles 
are real. And this shows that there 

is still a lot of work to be done. 

Despite these difficulties, as a 
community we enjoy our work in 
Chinsapo. And we have much to 
boast about. As the number of our 
faithful is increasing, there is no 
shortage of work. Sometimes we 
feel very tired and overworked but 
the fruits of our labour give joy. 
Our presence in Chinsapo encour-
ages young people to join our So-
ciety and our church community 
seems more united. And this gives 
a lot of joy and a sense to our 
mission here in St Denis Parish.

Pawel Michal Patyk
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My Place of Mission 

St Thomas the Apostle Parish is 
located in the Diocese of Mzuzu in 
Northern Malawi. The Diocese 
was first evangelized by the White 
Fathers and most of the Parishes 
were opened by our Missionary 
Society. After the last Parish held 
by our Society in the Diocese was 
handed over in 2006, St Thomas 
the Apostle was opened in 2013 to 
assure our presence there. I arrived 
at St Thomas Parish in October 
2016 after my priestly ordination. 

The smiling faces of the Christians 
who welcomed me gave me a po-
sitive impression. The Chitum-
buka language which I quickly 
learnt became the cement that 
strengthened my bonds with the 
people.  

St Thomas is one of the town 
Parishes in Mzuzu Diocese. Ho-
wever, it also covers a vast terri-
tory of rural areas, difficult to 
access because of the mountains 
and the challenging roads. The 
urban part of the parish is essen-
tially made up of the townships of 
Zolozolo and Ching’ambo where 
the inhabitants are mostly casual 
workers.  

The nature of our apostolate 

The nature of the apostolate we 
carry out is an attempt to answer 
to the basic needs of a young 
parish. First of all, we administer 
the sacraments of the church to the 
Christians. Also, we accompany 
the groups and movements in their 
attempt to grow in the faith. We 
value youth ministry. We accom-

St Thomas the Apostle Parish 
- Malawi -

Thomas Pouya at a day dedicated  
to the elderly
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pany them with empowerment 
programs when they meet in their 
churches or together at parish 
level. Animating the outstations is 
another apostolate of its own kind. 
All our 17 Christian Communities 
can be reached for Sunday Mass 
without having to spend the night 
there. However, we have some-
times used the old missionary 
style of staying a few days in the 
outstations to maximize our proxi-
mity to the people. On such occa-
sions I have used the evenings to 
project Christian movies which 
also attracted non-Catholics and 
even non-Christians, given that the 
opportunity to see a movie is 
scarce in such places. This ou-
treach does not only allow me to 
minister better to the people, but 
also improves my knowledge of 
the Chitumbuka language and 
culture.  

Mzuzu as a town has so many 
Christian denominations, some of 
which were present before the Ca-
tholic Church. As such, ecume-
nism is a need and at the same 
time there is a need to assist our 
parishioners who are often intimi-
dated by aggressive evangelical 
Christians.  

Mzuzu is a green place due to 
the mountains which gives the 

possibility of rain even during the 
dry season. However, the need for 
energy has pushed to the destruc-
tion of natural forests by those 
who burn charcoal. Some of our 
parishioners have benefited from 
training sessions on forest kee-
ping, bee keeping and making of 
organic manure as an attempt to 
tackle this problem. 

The joy of being appreciated  

One thing that touched me very 
much is how proud the Christians 
of St Thomas are of us their 
priests. It is very common to hear 
them brag before Christians of 
other parishes, saying that they are 
served by Missionaries of Africa, 
priests who participate in the lives 

Mass in the community of Bunji.  
It is the most remote and the only one  

that cannot be reached by car
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of the Christians and are available 
to the sick and at any other time 
when needed. I also love the lively 
liturgies where singing and dan-
cing are expressions of the self-of-
fering to God. Almost all the 
outstations have very good choirs. 
There is a heavenly feeling when 
during Mass we move from a vi-
brant song to a complete silence. 

We are also agents  
of development 

Apart from the ministry per se, 
we also embarked into developing 
the infrastructure of the Parish 
which was at a very basic level at 
my arrival: the presbytery had no 
fence; a corner of the parish 

church was my office as curate, 
and, even to date, many outs-
tations have no churches. The in-
come of the parish does not allow 
to quickly address these needs. We 
have to take it slowly. Over the 
years we have managed to 
construct a fence for the fathers’ 
house, an office block with a mee-
ting room, school blocks in some 
villages, building/finishing some 
outstation churches. We have also 
been attempting to begin a few in-
come generating activities to sup-
port the weak cash inflow of the 
parish: a nursery school which is 
still at its beginning, a carwash, 
farming, and a hostel project for 
students which, however, is a bit 
at a standstill at present.  

Thomas Pouya during a charity visit to the central hospital of Mzuzu  
with a group of catholic women
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A few challenges 

One thing particular to the 
Tumbuka people is their capacity 
to say what they think. This helps 
us to get ideas from them about 
how best to minister to them. Ho-
wever, this openness sometimes 
turns into criticism and mutual ac-
cusations which discourage those 
elected for posts in Church leader-
ship. It is very common to see of-
fice bearers resigning or just 
silently abandoning their task after 
having been criticized. Moreover, 
elections of church leaders are not 
much patronized leading to poor 
leadership. 

One of the challenges I faced is 
the lack of common understanding 
of the urgency of the Mission en-
trusted to us and the specificity of 
its nature. While Missionaries in 
former days seemed to have the 
same zeal and understanding of 
the task which lay before them, it 

is more and more common to see 
that every Missionary has his own 
definition of what is Mission. This 
sometimes blocks or slows down 
the rhythm of the ministry. It is not 
enough to say Mass and adminis-
ter sacraments when you are in a 
parish, where part of it is still in 
need of a first evangelization ap-
proach. To me there is the need of 
a certain creativity in this regard. 

Thomas Pouya
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I am Fr. Camille Konkobo. I 
am in Serenje, Central province 
of Zambia, in the diocese of Kabwe. 
The parish is called St Peter and 
exists since 1953. It is semi-rural 
with difficult areas to reach. Since 
June 2018 I have been in-charge 
of the parish. The Missionaries of 
Africa community is working hard 
towards uplifting the catholic faith 
in the area and its two districts: 
Serenje and Chitambo. We are a 
community of four, three priests, 
namely Fr. Guelord Mahongole L. 
from Congo DRC, Fr. Luc Antaya 
from Canada, Fr. Camille Konkobo 
from Burkina Faso and one stagiaire 
Gyang David Gyang from Nigeria. 

We are all united in the same char-
ism of our Founder, for the mission. 
This brings us to share a common 
goal, as our community project, 
which is “Fostering brotherly care.” 

The members of the community 
of the Missionaries of Africa share 
the joys, pains and challenges of 
the people they are ministering to. 
We are all immersed in the culture 
and life of our local people. This 
prompts us to reach out without 
difficulties despite the poor state 
of the road networks. Some centres 
are unreachable by car. We go 
there using boats and bicycles and 
so make sure that we take the Gos-
pel to the parishioners and others. 

St Peter’s Parish, Serenje 
- Zambia -

Members of the community from left to right: the stagiaire David Gyang,  
Father Luc Antaya, Father Camille Konkobo and Father Guelord Mahongole
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The parish has fifty centres, and 
the presence of pastoral agents is 
very much needed. Our catechists 
are very instrumental in working 
and organizing church activities. 

Geographically, Serenje links 
the North to the South through the 
Great-North Road. This road goes 
from South-Africa to Egypt. In 
the same way the Zambia-Tanzania 
Railways and the Zambia-Tanzania 
crude oil pipeline are crossing the 
district. This explains how the 
mixed cultures, traditions and be-
liefs are very expressive. The whole 
of the western part of the parish 
borders on Congo D.R. All this 
invites our pastoral ministry to 
give special attention to traditional 
beliefs among others. 

The population is mixed and 

comes from all over the country 
and the Southern African region. 
Nonetheless, the spoken language 
is Cibemba, though we are in Lala 
land, because of its cosmopolitan 
reality. The people of Serenje are 
good and welcoming. They share 
a lot of qualities and have a strong 
bond of solidarity in family-related 
and cultural matters. In case of 
death of a person within the com-
munity, the church and the friends 
will not bury until the family 
members or at least a close relative 
of the deceased have come. They 
will be listened to. This shows 
how the culture is still strong in 
the people’s mindset. 

The religion aspect of Serenje 
goes with its melting pot of popu-
lation. Serenje District has been 
the stronghold of the Jehovah’s 

Camille Konkobo: crossing the Luombwa River during the pastoral visit.
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Witnesses. They are sprouting in 
the entire district and are found 
within almost every 5 kms-radius. 
They have been here before the 
Catholic Church and have a very 
aggressive way of campaigning 
for members. They are a closed 
movement and campaign through 
winning families. They hardly in-
teract with other people of other 
denominations for fear of losing 
their members. The Pentecostal 
churches are also dominant and 
competing with one another to get 
more members. The issue of be-
longing to a religious group is pre-
ponderant. It is common to see 
people moving from one church 
to the other, in search for a good 
and easy life, prosperous living 
and also for healing purposes. 
Pentecostal churches are rising in 
all corners of the town, preaching 

prosperity. Some do follow the 
people to the rural areas to get 
more members. Some churches 
are difficult to categorize, they 
take the form of family churches 
for business purposes. As Catholics, 
we strive at creating a peaceful 
and good relationship with them 
through our daily encounters and 
visiting the centres, the sick and 
the disabled persons. 

The traditional belief has a lot 
of congregants. They don’t hesitate 
to say: “I don’t have a church!” 
They will rather rely on beliefs 
such as witchcraft, witch-doctors, 
and traditionalists. Some believers 
do go to church for formality’s 
sake. They don’t hesitate to move 
out when they like. Their faith in 
the church doctrine is very shallow. 
They would refer to healers “shin-

Energizing the men's council group through sports at the parish
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ganga” for sickness, death and 
troubles in life. We do interact 
with them and share our faith. 
Some of them find their way into 
the church and start lessons of cat-
echism. 

Looking at the vastness of the 
parish and the load-work within, 
we work hand in hand with our 
Catechists. We do tremendous work 
in terms of catechism, family and 
marriage life instructions, leading 
prayer services, accompanying 
Catholics in their journey of faith, 
helping the less privileged in so-
ciety. We find our joy in the Mission 
when going on tour for three days 
and visiting the parishioners, when, 

at the end of the day, we see that 
our parishioners are happy. And 
this is encouraging and comforting 
when we bring a smile to someone 
who has lost hope.

Camille Konkobo 

Camille Konkobo after mass, with the catechists of the parish.
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Books and articles published  
by confreres
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nezia, 2022, 128p. 

Wilbert Gobbo, “Evaluate Karl Rahner’s dilemma of universal his-
tory of revelation and Jesus Christ is the unsurpassable climax of all re-
velation. Is revelation possible in Africa today ? in Théologie Africaine, 
Église et Sociétés (revue semestrielle de l’Institut Catholique Mission-
naire d’Abidjan) n°15, 2021, pp.41-64. 

Wilbert Gobbo, “Sorcellerie, exorcisme et théologie de la libération 
en Afrique”, in Théologie Africaine, Église et Sociétés, n°16, 2021, 
pp.95-114.  



François Xavier Bigeziki, “Children in Situation of armed conflict: 
a case of child soldier boys and girls in Africa” in Théologie Africaine, 
Église et Sociétés, n°15, 2021, pp.137-164. 

François Xavier Bigeziki, “Feminine sexuality in Burkina Faso: fe-
male cry out for a just, emancipated and integrated sexuality” in Théo-
logie Africaine, Église et Sociétés, n°15, 2021, pp.187-210. 

Bernhard Udelhoven, “Concerning Witchcraft: from what to be deli-
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n°16, 2021, pp.157-182.  
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2022, pp.133-150. 

Augustin Sawadogo, “Muslim Education between Adab and Em-
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Michael Fitzgerald (Cal), Accompanying Ramadan, Rome, s.ed., 
2022, 30p. 

Le même texte ci-dessus a été publié aussi en Inde:  

Cardinal Michael L. Fitzgerald, m.afr. Journeying with Muslims. Lis-
tening, Praying and Working Together, Islamic Studies Association, New 
Delhi, 2022, 71p.  

 

L’archiviste 
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Xavier Biernaux was 
born on 24 August 
1935 in Uccle, in the 

Diocese of Malines-Brussels in 
Belgium, though the family soon 
moved to Waterloo. His father was 
a modest industrialist, and his 
mother was a committed Christian 
and propagandist of the Great 
Lakes in the time of Father Leloir. 
After primary school in Waterloo, 
Xavier studied classical hu-
manities at the Cardinal Mercier 
College in Braine-l'Alleud. He at-
tended Paul Van Ravestyn's first 
mass in Wauthier-Braine in 1949 
as a Cub Scout; they formed a 
hedge in front of the church. "And 
that Sunday I felt the Lord saying 

to me... "why not you...? Xavier 
joined the White Fathers in Thy-
le-Château in September 1956 and 
did his novitiate in 1958 in Varse-
nare, before going to Heverlee to 
study theology. He was gentle and 
docile, with great simplicity; he 
was not very intellectual, but he 
was very practical, well organised 
and methodical. He was very 
charitable and devoted to the sick 
and the unfortunate. He was a 
hardworking and pleasant con-
frere. But his health was delicate 
and he had to monitor his liver ail-
ments. On 28 June 1962, he pro-
nounced his missionary oath and 
was ordained priest on 29 June 
1963, in Heverlee.

Xavier Biernaux 
1935 - 2021 

Born in:
Uccle, Belgique 
on 24/08/1935

Sp. Year:
Varsenare, Belgique 
on 07/09/1958

Oath:
Heverlee, Belgique 
on 28/06/1962

Priesthood:
Heverlee, Belgique 
on 29/06/1963 

Died at:
Goma, R.D. Congo 
on 22/07/2021
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Missionary life in the DR Congo 

He was appointed to the South-
East Congo Region, and on De-
cember 28, 1963, he left for 
Bukavu, where he began studying 
the language at CELA. He learned 
Kiswahili and Mashi, two lan-
guages officially used for Euchar-
istic celebrations in the diocese of 
Bukavu. According to witnesses, 
Xavier spoke Mashi better than 
Kiswahili; his lifestyle and pas-
toral approach helped him learn 
the language well. He wrote to the 
Belgian Provincial: "Here in Bu-
kavu, I have everything to be 
happy. I will not hide the fact that 
the atmosphere of semi-security in 
which we live, as well as the social 
misery of the people, is a bit dis-
concerting for the newcomer!  

First appointment: 1 August 
1964, in Ciherano, where he was 
shocked by the numerous sick 
people (especially children suffer-
ing from malnutrition) and the 
people without work. Following 
independence, the country needed 
to recover from the many hasty 
departures of settlers, traders and 
other technicians... Everything 
was temporarily transferred to 
nearby Rwanda.  

After his first home leave, he 
was sent to Kadutu at the begin-
ning of April 1969, and a few 
months later to Murhesa. One ap-
pointment or replacement fol-
lowed another: Bagira, 
Nyantende, parish priest ad in-
terim in Cibimbi until the abbots 
took over, Cimpunda, and Bagira 
again. Xavier built a lot, especially 
schools. "One of the men who can 
be said to have a brick in his 
belly," said Bishop François-Xa-
vier Maroy. He avoided being ap-
pointed to Thy-le-Château and, in 
1979, was able to take advantage 
of the retirement session in Jeru-
salem. On returning, he became a 
curate at Cahi. 

After a few years as curate in 
Ciherano, he became its parish 
priest in January 1985. He was the 
only M.Afr. there with two young Goma Port, North Kivu
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dicesan priests. Commenting on 
his silver jubilee, he said: "Look-
ing back on those years, I realise 
how much the Lord was my guide 
and how much he filled me! And 
we are only vessels of clay! The 
parish of Ciherano had a great im-
pact on his missionary life: he 
often spoke about it in the commu-
nity. On his return from leave in 
1990, Xavier was appointed parish 
priest in Mubumbano; at the be-
ginning of May 1993, he became 
parish priest in Burhiba. At the end 
of his stay in this parish, he be-
came a regional councillor. 

Upon his return from leave, he 
was appointed to the Maison 
Charles Lwanga, the regional 
house in Bukavu. There he was 
entrusted with the office of the 
local bursar and accompanied 
young future candidates. He took 
part in the DMA session in Jerusa-
lem in September 2004. Xavier re-
turned to the country and was 
appointed to Katoy (in the city of 
Goma), where he was parish priest 
until April 2010. While on leave, 
he participated in the Senior 
Session in Rome. When he re-
turned in November 2013, he was 
appointed parish priest in a new 
parish in the city of Bukavu, the 
Sainte-Trinité parish, where he 
built the parish church and the 

schools next to the magnificent 
church. He did not insist on the 
fact that at that time, his back and 
legs were massaged every two 
days... Then, at the beginning of 
2016, he underwent surgery on his 
lumbar vertebrae. His last appoint-
ment, in September 2019, would 
be as Mzee (wise old man) at the 
Foyer Ngongo and prison chaplain 
in Goma. 

Long pastoral experience 

Xavier had a very rich pastoral 
experience that inspired all: a love 
for Africa and Africans, a burning 
love for the sick, the poor and the 
prisoners. In Goma, he celebrated 
Mass in the prison every Sunday, 
accompanied by the seminarians 
who were doing their apostolate 

Bukavu Port, South Kivu
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there, and he visited the prisoners 
every Wednesday. This made him 
very happy, although he returned 
home very depressed. 

He had many friends, both rich 
and poor. His last appointment at 
Foyer Ngongo allowed him to 
renew his old relationships in 
Goma, especially with the parish-
ioners of the Notre Dame 
d'Afrique parish in Katoy. What 
zeal, what spirit of listening and 
closeness animated this mission-
ary! He spent hours meeting and 
listening to people who came to 
see him every day from the differ-
ent places where he had worked, 
most of them to ask for advice and 

material or financial help. He was 
very generous, so he felt uncom-
fortable when he was not able to 
provide for someone. He suffered 
with those who suffered and 
would sympathise with their suf-
fering. It was difficult to go for a 
walk with him because he stopped 
a lot on the way to greet people. 
He would greet by calling out, 
"Oo-ooh!" and people would re-
spond, "Oo-ooh!" 

His generosity led him to give 
away his last coin. People lined up 
every day to get something. 
Everything he received was for 
these poor people and the 
prisoners. Sometimes he spent the 
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whole day visiting well-known 
families. He never refused invita-
tions and would invite people all 
the time. He objected to a visitor 
being turned away during his nap 
because for him, welcoming and 
listening to people was the prior-
ity. 

Xavier said on his arrival at 
Foyer Ngongo in Goma on 1 Sep-
tember 2019: "I am truly happy to 
be here and to spend my last years 
among the young people. An-
nouncing the gravity of Xavier's 
state of health, the Provincial of 
the PAC, Father Emmanuel 
Ngona, pointed out that Xavier 
had categorically refused to return 
to Belgium during his annual re-
treat in January 2021: he felt 
happy in the midst of the young 
people at the propaedeutic in 
Goma. Also, he loved his apos-
tolate in the prison in Goma. 
Missionary till the end! 

He became weaker and weaker 
in June 2021. He took the medi-
cation prescribed by the doctors. 
He was taken to the hospital on 10 
July 2021, and his situation wor-
sened on the evening of Monday 
12 July 2021. He was lying on his 
hospital bed four days before his 
return to the Father when he re-
quested that he be taken to the 

Ngongo Home among his family: 
he did not want to breathe his last 
in the hospital. Before being trans-
ferred to the intensive care unit at 
dawn on Sunday, he insisted that 
his confrere be called: "Today is 
my last day", he told him. He died 
on 22 July 2021 after having suf-
fered three cardiac arrests in four 
days and spending ten days in the 
hospital. The Christians and the 
Archbishop of Bukavu requested 
that he be buried in Bukavu, given 
his long missionary life in that 
diocese, but he was buried in the 
Buhimba cemetery, near Goma, 
on Tuesday 27 July 2021. 

After the Requiem Mass pre-
sided over by Bishop Willy 
Ngumbi Ngengele, Bishop of 
Goma, in the Notre-Dame 
d'Afrique parish church, emo-
tional testimonies were given on 
the life of this great missionary 
who gave his life for Africa, in the 
service of Africans, especially the 
most vulnerable. He spent his last 
days in Africa and was buried 
there, as he had wished. May he 
rest in peace. 

Jef Vleugels  
and  

Elias Peter Kapange 
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Eugen was born on 30 
October 1930 in Au 
(canton of St. Gallen) 

and was the last child in a family 
of five. He completed his primary 
school education and began an ap-
prenticeship as a printer. He then 
worked for four years as a printer 
for two newspapers in the Rhine 
Valley. After his military service, 
he entered the postulancy in Lan-
genfeld (Germany) on 13 August 
1955, and did his novitiate there 
the following year. He took his 
first mæissionary oath in Hörstel 
on 2 March 1958, then came to 
Freiburg to continue his training in 
the city's printing works (1958 - 
1960). 

He subsequently moved to 

Maison-Carrée (Algeria) to work 
at the El-Harrach printing house. 
He would stay there for 16 years. 
He took his final oath on 29 June 
1964. While on holiday in Swit-
zerland, he made good use of the 
time available to him to do the 
Grand Exercises in Clamart 
(France) and a month of Islamol-
ogy in Rome. He left Maison-Car-
rée in August 1976, when the 
El-Harrach printing house was 
closed. 

His apostolate: printing 

He was appointed to the 
Presses Lavigerie in Bujumbura 
and went there in February 1977. 
During one of his leaves in Swit-
zerland, he underwent medical 

Eugen Zoller 
1930 - 2021 

Born in:
Au, Suisse 
on 30/10/1930

Sp. Year:
Langenfeld, Allemagne 
on 19/03/1956

Oath:
Birmandreis, Alger 
on 29/06/1964

Priesthood:
Sion, Suisse 
on 09/12/2021
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examinations at the Tropical Insti-
tute in Basel and took part in the 
Bible session and the Great Re-
treat in Jerusalem. In January 
1987, his residence permit in Bu-
rundi was not extended and he was 
given three months to leave the 
country. 

The following year, he moved 
to the printing house La Savane in 
Bobo-Dioulasso (Burkina Faso) 
where he worked for five years. 
He worked at the Kivu-Presse 
printing house in Bukavu (Zaire) 
from 1992 to 2009, where he was 
responsible for the maintenance of 
the machines, making sure that 
they were functional for as long as 
possible. This last stay was not a 
relaxing one. In November 1996, 
the city was occupied and looted. 
Eugen left the country for three 
months and was able to return to 
his post in 1997.  

Switzerland 

In 2000, he attended the " Third 
Age Transition " session in Rome, 
then left Zaire for good on 26 June 
2009 to take up the post of bursar 
in the community of Veyras. He 
remained in this position until 
2018. He continued to render 
many services to the community 
even as his strength began to de-
cline. He had to go to the hospital 

in Sion several times from 2020 
onwards. He could still celebrate 
his 91st birthday in the community 
on 31 October 2021. He was ad-
mitted to the Foyer Saint-Joseph 
de Sierre for the elderly shortly 
afterwards. He stayed there for 
only a few (!) days, as on 8 De-
cember he was rushed back to the 
hospital where he died the next 
day of a heart attack. 

Eugène devoted his life to 
printing work and adapted to new 
techniques year after year, moving 
from manual typesetting to the 
most advanced electronics. He ex-
ercised his skills in various sec-
tors: publishing, marketing, 
personnel management, and train-
ing local workers. But his primary 
concern was always the spread of 
the gospel, without neglecting the 
publication of books for schools, 
newspapers and other materials. 
Looking back on his career, he 
said in 2004: "I was struck from a 
young age by the importance of 
the press in spreading ideas and 
especially the Word of God. It was 
this enthusiasm that led me to dis-
cover my vocation. I wanted to be, 
from the beginning, an effective 
bearer of this Word in the world. 

Brother Eugene was very help-
ful and always available for print-
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ing work in French or in other lan-
guages. After his death, there were 
a couple of testimonies that re-
minded us of him. Here is one of 
them: "I have a luminous memory 
of Brother Eugène Zoller whom I 
met several times during my pas-
toral stage in Bukavu in 1992-
1993. The parish of St. Therese 
where I was working was prepar-
ing its Jubilee. They had asked 
Brother Eugene to print several 

thousand beautiful postcards: he 
also published a Jubilee magazine 
that we had prepared together. The 
cards and the magazine were sent 
to all the families, basic commu-
nities and groups of the parish... A 
good and faithful servant, may he 
enter into the joy of his Master. 

 

Jean-Marie Gabioud 
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During the course of Ser-
gio's funeral, one of his 
nephews gave us a 

brief description of his life, an 
eventful one from his early youth, 
which influenced his life and 
which undoubtedly helps us to un-
derstand his many transfers. 

He was born on 25 March 1922 
in Pozzolengo, a town in the pro-
vince of Brescia in the Lombardy 
region of Italy. That same year, his 
mother Maria, accompanied by 
Francis, her eldest child aged 7, 
and Sergio, then a baby, joined her 
husband Riziéri Stefanni who was 
working in Reims, France, by 
train. The following year, 1923, 
the family moved to a furnished 
apartment in Sartrouville, a suburb 
northwest of Paris. Sergio started 

his education at the Turgot pri-
mary school in Sartrouville from 
1926 to 1933. His sister Rosette 
was born on 21 July 1932, and he 
would remain very attached to her 
throughout his life. The family 
moved again in 1933 and settled 
in Blois, in the Loire Valley. Ser-
gio was then 11 years old and 
continued his secondary education 
at the minor seminary of Saint-
François de Sales in Blois.  

His brother Francis was mobi-
lised from 27 November 1939 to 9 
December 1940. Francis and Ser-
gio worked together for the Jean 
Viale company in Evreux from 1 
January 1941 to 29 September 
1942. On 1 October 1942, Francis, 
in an attempt to go to Spain, was 
arrested in Saint-Palais and depor-

Sergio Stefanni  
1922 - 2022 

Born in:
Pozzolengo, Italie 
on 25/03/1922

Sp. Year:
Maison-Carrée, Algérie 
on 01/09/1946

Oath:
Thibar, Tunisie 
on 30/01/1949

Priesthood:
Thibar, Tunisie 
on 30/06/1949

Died at:
Pau-Billère, France 
on 04/08/2022 
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ted to Germany until 18 April 
1945. The Germans arrested Ser-
gio at the Austerlitz station in Paris 
in 1942-1943, but he managed to 
escape to Blois where he stayed 
until the end of the war. He then 
spent four and a half years at the 
diocesan major seminary in Blois. 

It was in 1946 that Sergio 
began his journey with the Missio-
naries of Africa. He did his novi-
tiate in Maison-Carrée, Algeria, 
and continued his theological for-
mation in Thibar, Tunisia. It was 
there that he took his missionary 
oath on 30 January 1949 and was 
ordained a priest on 30 June of the 
same year. 

Apostolate in Rwanda and Italy 

He left for Rwanda for the first 
time in 1950 as a missionary. He 
spent eight years in several 
communities, in the parishes of 
Mwezi and Save, then successi-
vely at the novitiate of the Jose-
phite brothers in Kabgayi, at the 
school for monitors in Zaza and at 
the minor seminary in Kabgayi.  

In 1958, he was called by the 
Province of Italy to teach in the 
minor seminaries of Treviglio and 
Parella. He did the Major Exer-
cises at the Villa Cavaletti (Rome) 
in 1960 before leaving again for 

Rwanda. Once again, the appoint-
ments came one after the other: 
Kabgayi minor seminary, Kabgayi 
and Nyarubuye parishes, where he 
was parish priest, and then again, 
the minor seminaries of Zaza and 
Rwesero. After a period of rene-
wal in Jerusalem in 1977, and a 
few months at the procure in 
Rome, he returned to spend a year 
in Rwesero, then in Nyanza. He 
eventually left Rwanda in July 
1979. 

I knew him during these thirty 
years in Rwanda. I have a very 
good memory of Sergio, even if - 
like each of us - he always remai-
ned a mystery, as reflected in his 
missionary journey and, no doubt, 
in his many appointments and 
transfers. He joined our Missio-
nary of Africa community in 1978, 
in Nyanza. He stayed with us for 
only a year and a half. Perhaps the 
sudden departure was a sign of in-
stability or dissatisfaction. Howe-
ver, Sergio was for us a very 
pleasant, fraternal and generous 
confrere, who was good to live 
and work with; we wished we 
could have continued to work with 
him. He was a man appreciated by 
people, patient and calm. He was 
also a sensitive man, very attached 
to his sister and brother-in-law; he 
would have liked to be able to join 
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them and to go on leave more 
often, which his first missionary 
commitments in Rwanda as a tea-
cher and educator of young people 
allowed him to do and even de-
manded, given the rhythm of the 
school year: no long absences, but 
the possibility of more frequent re-
turns to Europe.  

He devoted a great part of his 
missionary life to young people in 
the minor seminaries of Rwanda, 
the novitiate of the Josephite Bro-
thers, or in a school for instructors 
and teachers. He was a well-
known sportsman and coach, 
which won him the admiration of 
the youth. Parish ministry - did he 
really want it? - was undoubtedly 
a bit heavy for him, especially as 
his long years as a teacher and 
educator in secondary schools had 
somewhat handicapped his lear-
ning of the Rwandan language. He 
was however a parish priest in se-
veral parishes after his teaching 
commitments. 

Sergio was an avid beekeeper, 
but not always a careful one. 
When he left after a good year and 
a half in Nyanza, he left us several 
dozen kilos of honey. I have not 
forgotten a certain imprudence the 
day he discovered a swarm of bees 
in the wall of a small cottage in a 

central branch of the parish. He set 
out to capture it at about 10 or 11 
in the morning when the heat was 
already high. He retrieved the 
queen and part of the swarm; but 
in anger, some of the bees in the 
colony charged at a group of men 
engaged in community work a few 
hundred yards away. This led to 
the disruption of the work and to 
the "sauve-qui-peut" (“run-for-
your-life”)!  

In France and Burkina Faso 

He asked to return to France at 
the end of 1979. He went through 
a period of uncertainty about his 
future and took a distance by 
doing parish ministry in his dio-
cese of Blois from 1980 to 1982. 
He nevertheless envisaged leaving 
again for Africa and spent a year 
at the minor seminary of Bas-
kouré, in the diocese of Koupela 
in Burkina. However, at the age of 
70, he realised that the time had 
come to return to France for good.  

In 1983, he accepted the posi-
tion of bursar of our missionary 
animation house in Rue Ringaud, 
Toulouse. He spent about ten 
years there. He did not limit him-
self to the bursar's office, he also 
took part in the community's acti-
vities. He was a pastor and a man 
of contact, who took a very active 
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part in the sales exhibitions. He 
kept his passion for literature from 
his years as a teacher, so much so 
that he was asked to give courses 
in African literature at the Institut 
Catholique de Toulouse. He put 
his experience as an apostle of 
youth to good use in the service of 
the scouts. He was popular both 
with his fellow community mem-
bers and with the group of 'Friends 
of the White Fathers'.  

But as the years went by, and 
feeling tired, Sergio asked to be 
appointed to Tassy where he arri-
ved in 1993. He stayed there for a 
dozen years. He quickly found his 
place in the community, which ap-
preciated his natural joviality and 
his willingness to help, especially 

in the maintenance of the property. 
In 1995, he attended a session for 
the over 70s in Rome; and joined 
the retirement home in Billère in 
December 2015. Little by little, he 
lost his physical and mental 
strength. He would spend his last 
years in a wheelchair in certain 
isolation. He was only a shadow 
of his former self! He left us on 4 
August 2022, a few months before 
his centenary. 

The "Sergio" I knew remains 
for me a pleasant, fraternal and 
very sensitive confrere who, des-
pite his frailties, did good and was 
loved everywhere he went.  

 

Henri Blanchard 
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Michel was born on 25 
May 1928 in Nogaro, 
in the Gers, where his 

family lived. He had always re-
mained attached to his family and 
to this town where his father was 
mayor for a long time and 
achieved many things. He was the 
eldest of three boys. At the age of 
eleven, he left for the private 
school of Eauze in the diocese of 
Auch. There he spent six years as 
a boarder. He was rated as a good 
student, athletic and very involved 
with his fellow "jécistes". He ex-
pressed his desire to become a 
Missionary in Africa at the age of 
thirteen.  

He lived in Billère for many 
years and remained close to his 
family and was always very in-

volved in the family's affairs. Even 
when he was in Africa, he worried 
a lot about the condition of his 
mother, who was visually im-
paired. 

He studied philosophy at Ker-
lois from 1945-46. His first trip to 
Africa was to the White Fathers' 
novitiate in Algiers in 1947. He 
then spent three years studying in 
Thibar and the last year in Car-
thage where he was ordained a 
priest on 5 April 1953. He went on 
to study theology in Rome for 
three years in September of the 
same year. 

Teacher and parish priest 

His first appointment was as a 
professor of Sacred Scripture at 

Michel Frayret  
1928 - 2022 

Born in:
Nogaro, France 
on 25/05/1928

Sp. Year:
Maison-Carrée, Algérie 
on 01/10/1947

Oath:
Thibar, Tunisie 
on 27/06/1952

Priesthood:
Carthage, Tunisie 
on 05/04/1953 

Died at:
Billère, France 
on 15/ 9/2022
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the Seminary of Koumi in Burkina 
Faso (Upper Volta at the time). I 
took the same boat as he and four 
other fathers for the trip from Mar-
seille to Abidjan. I even drove him 
to his first post at the Major Sem-
inary where he would train future 
African priests from Upper Volta. 

He was appointed to Belgium 
to teach theology at the White 
Fathers' scholasticate in Heverlee 
two years later. He encountered 
many difficulties because of the 
Flemish language and the changes 
resulting from the Council. Seven 
years later, he made his great re-
treat in Rome, and then returned to 
Burkina. 

This time he started by follow-
ing the Moore language course at 
the language school of Guilongou. 
In 1967, he was appointed vicar in 
the parish of Yako, in the diocese 
of Koudougou. After a short break 
to attend the three-month retreat in 
Jerusalem, he returned to Yako as 
a parish priest. Eight years later, 
he was appointed parish priest at 
La Toden.  

However, four years later, a 
very persistent attack of boils and 
heart problems forced him to re-
turn to France. After another at-
tempt in Koudougou in 1995, he 
returned from Africa for good, 

again for health reasons, having 
worked for over thirty years in the 
diocese of Koudougou.  

He always held important posi-
tions in this diocese, being very in-
volved in pastoral work and in 
improving the training of cat-
echists and even the books used 
for catechesis. He gave confer-
ences to religious, and willingly 
accepted to lead retreats. He also 
wrote articles on the Bible for the 
diocesan magazine. Michel was a 
man of prayer and a hard worker 
who did not waste his time and 
was sometimes a little bit demand-
ing of his collaborators. 

In France 

On his return to France, after 
treatment, he was appointed to the 
retirement home in Billère where, 
from 1996 onwards, he was assis-
tant to the superior of the home. I 
met him again there and he con-
tinued in this position with me 
during the six years I ran the 
home. I left in 2004, but he, after 
spending some time away for a 
change, returned to end his 
missionary life there. I met him 
again in 2015 when I too retired 
there. 

Following a serious car acci-
dent, from which he claimed to 
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have survived by a miracle, the su-
periors obliged him to stop 
driving. It was a decision that he 
did not accept easily, and he was 
very upset by it. The last few days 
were very painful for him, as he 
gradually lost all his faculties. He 
left us calmly on 15 September 
2022. 

For more than 25 years in Bil-
lère, he was admirably devoted to 
the service of his confreres in 
terms of transport to the doctors, 
visits to the hospital and even the 
organisation of outings for walks. 
I experienced all this with him 
during the six years that he as-
sisted me in running the house. 

He wrote a lot of books in his 
spare time about Africa, the 

mission, the beautiful history of 
the presence of the White Fathers 
in Pau-Billère, etc. He was always 
the link between our house, the 
diocese and the parishes that asked 
for services. He knew many 
people, especially the parish 
priests.  

I will always remember his 
great availability and his mission-
ary zeal. Thank you, Michel, for 
all the good you did for us, and to 
me in particular, who lived with 
you in Burkina, and almost twenty 
years in Billère. 

 

Régis Chaix 
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Father Michel Frayret of the diocese of Auch, France, who died in 
Billère, France, on the 15th of September 2022, at the age of 94 of which 
70 years of missionary life in Burkina Faso, Belgium and France. 

Father Lambert Sep of the diocese of Haarlem, Netherlands, who 
died in Heythuysen, Netherlands, on the 22nd of September 2022, aged 
99 of which 71 years of missionary life in Tanzania and in the Nether-
lands. 

Father Cyprien Bouchard of the diocese of Chicoutimi, Canada, 
who died in Quebec City, Canada, on the 10th of October 2022 at the 
age of 96 years, of which 69 years of missionary life in Tanzania and 
Canada. 

Father Joseph Verdeyen of the diocese of Mechelen-Brussels, Bel-
gium, who died in Evere, Belgium, on the 15th of October 2022 at the 
age of 85 of which 59 years of missionary life in France, Mali and Bel-
gium. 

Father Pieter-Charles Arts of the diocese of Antwerpen, Belgium, 
who died in Varsenare, Belgium, on the 17th of October 2022 at the age 
of 96 of which 70 years of missionary life in Burundi, Italy and Bel-
gium. 

Father Clemens Pfaff of the diocese of Rottenburg, Germany, who 
died in Berlin, Germany, on the 27th of October 2022 at the age of 82 
of which 58 years of missionary life in Tanzania and Germany. 

Father Gérard Guirauden of the diocese of Montpellier, France, 
who died in Aressy, France, on the 09 November 2022 at the age of 89 
of which 63 years of missionary life in Malawi, Tanzania and France. 

Father Pierre Féderlé of the diocese of Strasbourg, France, who 
died in St-Martin du Tertre, France, on the 21st of November 2022 at 
the age of 89 of which 62 years of missionary life in Italy, Malawi, and 
France. 

Missionnaries of Africa
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Sr. Rosa Oberhausen (Gabriela-Maria). She died in Trier, Ger-
many, on the 28th of September 2022, at the age of 96, after 68 years of 
missionary religious life in Uganda, Kenya and Germany. 

Sr. Elisabeth Agatha van Grieken (Willibrord). She died on the 
8th of October 2022 in Boxtel, The Netherlands at the age of 92 with 
61 years of religious missionary life in Zambia and The Netherlands. 

Sr. Eugénie Longtin (Serge-Marie). She died on the 14th of October 
2022 in Montreal, Canada at the age of 89 of which 68 years of religious 
missionary life in Uganda, Kenya and Canada. 

Sr. Maria Francisca (Paquita) Reche (Maria del Mar). She died 
on 26th of October 2022 in Malaga, Spain at the age of 89 of which 67 
years of religious missionary life in Burkina Faso and in Spain. 

Sr. Anna van Breukelen (Agathe). She died on the 28th of October 
2022 in Boxtel, The Netherlands in Boxtel, The Netherlands at the age 
of 99 of which 74 years of religious missionary life in Tanzania, Kenya 
and The Netherlands. 

Sr. Oliviera van Mierlo (Barbara-Maria). She died on the 31st of 
October 2022 in Boxtel, The Netherlands at the age of 88 of which 60 
years of religious missionary life in Algeria and The Netherlands. 

Sr. Therese Blum (Ireland). She died on the 6th of November 2022 
in Trier, Germany at the age of 92 of which 7 years of religious missio-
nary life in Algeria, Mauritania, Italy and Germany. 

Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa
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