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Time passes very fast and gradually the 
work is accumulating but a new year is 
coming with the hope of being able to conti-
nue the service that has been assigned to us. 

Post-chapter reviews are taking place in 
almost all the provinces and, little by little, 
we are discovering the specific aspects that 
we need to work on as a missionary commu-
nity. Undoubtedly, the Holy Spirit is leading 
us to a much better understanding of the 
word of God, of the world around us and of 
the actions we can take to pursue the mis-
sion which has been handed down to us. 

The Lord works deeply in our hearts and 
gives us all we need to respond to his 
constant calls. With the General Chapter we 
have ended one cycle and at the same time 
we have begun a new one; it is now time to 
act to obtain what we seek, to realise what 
we have planned. It is time to give life to the 
hope that dwells within us; nothing will fall 
from the sky for free, success is assured but 
we must work to obtain it.
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Those who love, and who no longer view politics 
merely as a quest for power, “may be sure that 
none of our acts of love will be lost, nor any of 
our acts of sincere concern for others. No single 
act of love for God will be lost, no generous effort 
is meaningless, no painful endurance is wasted. 
All of these encircle our world like a vital force”.
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This edition of the Petit Echo aims to put the spotlight on the realities 
of our missions in Asia, Ethiopia and the Near East. The articles will 
however be limited to the realities of the Philippines and Jerusalem. In 
another edition we will return to our missionary presences in Ethiopia 
and India.  

A priori the missions of the Philippines and Jerusalem have in com-
mon the fact of being located outside Africa. If the mission of the Phil-
ippines dates back to a more recent time, the mission of Jerusalem is 
ancient and is the work of our venerable founder Cardinal Lavigerie 
himself. More than being outside Africa, the Philippines and Jerusalem 
also have in common Cardinal Lavigerie's passion for a universal, multi-
cultural and Catholic Church in all its dimensions. Indeed, our founder 
did not only want an internalisation of the Roman Curia, but he also 
wanted his missionaries to be of different cultures and origins to witness 
to Christ by living in international and multicultural communities. He 
did not only want these missionaries to respect African cultures, but he 
also wanted the Church, in order to be more Catholic, to avoid the Latin-
isation of Eastern Christians and to welcome them with respect to their 
rites. Thus our presence in Asia is a mutual enrichment between the local 
Churches in Asia that welcome us and our Missionary Society. By 
choosing to maintain and 
strengthen these presences as rec-
ommended in the last chapter, we 
pursue the double aim of welcom-
ing young people for the mission 
in Africa on the one hand, and on 
the other hand, offering the local 
Church the opportunity to be truly 
Catholic by accepting the presence 
of "foreign missionaries" in our 
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FOREWORD

The Spirit is calling us to live today. 
Will we be able to listen to him?  
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communities. All our activities in this continent are aimed at this double 
objective of having vocations and being at the service of the catholicity 
of the Church: missionary and vocational animation, taking care of par-
ishes, maintaining formation houses, and sending confreres to study in 
India or the Philippines, are all means that we use to reach this objective.    

However, there is a particular aspect to Jerusalem: it is an honour for 
our Society, as for other congregations, to have the privilege of being 
the guardian of the material and spiritual treasures of our faith. As we 
will see in the articles presented by Frank and Pol, the confreres live 
this mission with passion in a multitude of commitments, all of which 
are necessary for the Mission: welcoming pilgrims to Saint Anne's, a 
spiritual renewal session for pastoral agents working in Africa, the mu-
seum and biblical archaeology, ecumenical contact, and interreligious 
dialogue.  For the future of this mission, it is important that the younger 
generation preserves and builds on the interest of our elders in research 
and practical study related to history, biblical and anthropological 
sciences. The Chapter Acts strongly recommend this (cf. Recommen-
dation 2: Listening to and collaborating with the local Church) 

Finally, I wanted to end by pointing out to readers the abundant har-
vest of articles in the Forum in this issue. Among others, Godina's article 
reminds me of the title of a book I bought in June: "Odio la resilienza" 
by Diego Fusaro. Certainly, we need to keep Dag Hammarskjöld's quote 
in the context of the Chapter i.e. thank God for the experience of this 
Chapter and ask for the grace to be open to how the Spirit will invite us 
to live the recommendations of this Chapter. However, as Arvedo argues 
in the face of any form of injustice or numbing of people's conscience 
we must say NO! The Bukavu community illustrates this well in its com-
mitment to the care of confreres, to the environment and to the accom-
paniment of prisoners, as Amorain describes in the forum. The Pope's 
visit to Bahrain and the small gestures of each day, such as assisting a 
senior confrere in our retirement homes, are all part of what the Spirit 
is calling us to live today. Will we be able to listen to him?  
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The first White Fathers - this is 
the name by which they are known 
in Jerusalem - arrived in Jerusalem 
in 1878, ten years after the foun-
dation of the Society of Mission-
aries of Africa, by the express will 
of Bishop Charles Lavigerie. The 
official reason was the guardian-
ship of St Anne’s Church, which 
dated back to the time of the Cru-
sades and became a French na-
tional heritage in 1856. This 
guardianship was the subject of an 

agreement signed in 1878 between 
Lavigerie and the French govern-
ment. However, our founder was 
also strongly motivated by his per-
sonal love for the Christians in the 
Middle East, stemming from his 
visit to Lebanon, Syria and Pales-
tine in 1860 to provide help from 
the Catholics of France to the 
Christians who had been victims 
of serious violence from the 
Druze. He later wrote that it was 
there that he discovered his 

Our presence in Saint Anne 
-Israël-

St Anne's Basilica and Bethesda Archaeological Site
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missionary vocation. Shortly be-
fore his death, he reaffirmed his 
desire to continue to work for 
unity with the East until the end 
and that he was leaving behind his 
love for the East as a precious 
heritage to his missionaries. He 
strongly recommended total re-
spect for the Eastern Christian 
traditions as an absolute condition 
for any pursuit of union with the 
Eastern Churches, a particular ap-
plication of the Pauline principle 
of “all to all” that Lavigerie asked 
of all his missionaries.  

It was in this spirit that the first 
Fathers opened a seminary for the 
formation of the clergy of the 
Greek Catholic Melkite Church in 

1882 at the request of the Patriarch 
of that Church. Thus, following 
one of the fundamental intuitions 
of their founder: the formation of 
local priests as the true ministers 
of conversion and renewal. Their 
mission at St Anne’s continued for 
85 years, from 1882 to 1967, when 
the major seminary was trans-
ferred to Lebanon following the 
Israeli occupation of East Jerusa-
lem. The minor seminary had al-
ready moved to Lebanon, to 
Rayak, in 1946, because of the 
lack of space in Jerusalem. The 
seminary of Saint Anne’s has 
trained nearly 350 Melkite priests, 
including more than 30 bishops 
and two patriarchs of the Melkite 
Church.  

St Anne's Melkite Seminary in 1938: teachers and students
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At the same time, the profes-
sors studied the history of the 
Church in the Middle East, East-
ern liturgies, monasticism in the 
Judean desert, etc., and published 
books and articles on these sub-
jects to deepen knowledge of the 
rich heritage of the Christian East 
and make it better known in the 
West. Their influence soon ex-
tended beyond the walls of the 
seminary. Above all, let us note 
the contribution of the White 
Fathers to the International Eu-
charistic Congress held in Jerusa-
lem in 1893, where they defended 
their choice for the respect of the 
East against the Latinisation of the 
time. Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical 
Orientalium Dignitas would bene-
fit from it and open up new rela-
tions between the Catholic Church 

and the Churches in the East a 
year later.  

It is therefore important to note 
the key role that a confrere, Anto-
ine Delpuch, played in creating the 
Pontifical Institute in Rome and 
the Congregation for the Oriental 
Church in 1917. Later in 1963, 
another seminary professor, Pierre 
Duprey, was called to Rome to 
join the staff of the Pontifical 
Council for Christian Unity, first 
as under-secretary and then as sec-
retary. He played an important role 
in Paul VI’s pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land and his meeting with 
the Orthodox Patriarchs Athena-
goras of Constantinople and Bene-
dictus of Jerusalem in January 
1964. These meetings were the 
starting point of a new phase in the 

Working session of the theological dialogue between the Catholic Church  

and the Orthodox Church (Byzantine tradition). Greece 2017
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relations between the Catholic 
Church and the Orthodox 
Churches. 

In 1951, well before Vatican II, 
the professors launched the pub-
lication of the review Proche-
Orient Chrétien to promote a 
better knowledge of the Christian 
East and work for the union of all. 
This review quickly acquired a 
very wide circulation and remark-
able international recognition. Its 
publication continued at Sainte-
Anne until 2015 when it was taken 
over by the Saint-Joseph Univer-
sity in Beirut, directed by the 
Jesuit Fathers. At the same time, a 
Library focusing on the  Eastern 

Churches, Christian presence in 
the Middle East, and ecumenical 
and interreligious relations was es-
tablished around the journal. 

Following Lavigerie’s recom-
mendations, the fathers of Sainte-
Anne established from the 
beginning relations with their en-
vironment, the Muslim quarter of 
the old city of Jerusalem, an inter-
religious dialogue before its time. 

The confreres of Saint Anne’s 
continue to pursue these different 
activities whilst adapting to the 
changing context. Their activities 
fall under four main headings: 
welcoming visitors to St Anne’s 
Church and the excavations at the 

Audience with the Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Catholic Church  

and the Eastern Orthodox Churches (non-Chalcedonian)
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Pool of Bethesda, as well as the 
museum; the biblical and spiritual 
formation sessions inaugurated in 
1976; the Small Group for theo-
logical students; and working with 
the local churches in the areas of 
ecumenism, inter-religious rela-
tions and justice and peace. In the 
complex situation in Jerusalem, 
these different fields of action are 
inseparably linked and, at the 
same time, have their specificities. 
It is a demanding mission requi-
ring solid preparation and a long 
and persevering presence. At the 
moment, the future of this pres-
ence and the preparation of young 
confreres willing to dedicate their 
lives to this vocation is a topic for 

community reflection, bearing in 
mind the complexity of the situ-
ation in the Holy Land and certain 
new orientations of the Society of 
Missionaries of Africa in general. 

Audience with the Pope, January 1991: John Paul II, Cardinal Cassidy,  

our confrere Bishop Pierre Duprey and Frans Bouwen

Frans Bouwen
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Preamble 

I still remember that January 
27, 2021, when, I was still parish 
priest of Saint Martyrs of Uganda 
parish of the Archdiocese of Ba-
mako (Mali) and Bamako Sector 
(Mali-Mauritania) Delegate Su-
perior. I received a call from Rome 
informing me that the Society is 
planning to send me to the Philip-
pines to do further studies in Phil-
osophy. This was a shock to me, 
primarily because I had already 
obtained a Masters degree in 
Moral Theology; my logic was 
that if I was ever one day selected 
for specialized studies it would be 
for a Doctorate in the same field 
and not in Philosophy, and even 
less on the Asian continent. After 
reflection and prayer, I was com-
forted by this biblical passage 
which says: “O depth of the 
wealth, the wisdom, and the 
knowledge of God! How un-
searchable are his judgments, and 
his ways incomprehensible! Who 
knew the mind of the Lord, or who 
was his counsellor? Who gave him 

first, so that he has to receive in re-
turn? (Rm 11:33-35). 

It is with this attitude of con-
fidence in the plan of God and 
obedience to the leadership of the 
Society that I agreed to leave my 
first love Mission country and my 
second homeland after 9 years of 
joyous service to the gospel. Fol-
lowing Mary’s answer to Angel 
Gabriel, I said: “I am the hand-
maid of the Lord, be it done to me 
according to your word.” (Lk 
1:37). 

My trip during the surge  
of Covid-19 

I arrived in the Philippines in 
November 2021 after spending 
four months waiting for a visa in 
Nairobi (Kenya), Arusha and Dar-
es-Salaam (Tanzania). Neverthe-
less, this long period of waiting 
was a godsend to allow me to 
practice English. I agree with Mi-
chaël Laitman who says: “every-
thing that happens to us is for our 
good.” Travelling during that 
period was difficult because of the 

My Life as a Student in Cebu 
-Philippines-
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high rate of coronavirus infec-
tions; therefore, the Philippines 
was hermetically closed to for-
eigners except citizens, diplomatic 
corps and holders of an exemption 
visa which was my case. Once I 
arrived in the country, I was taken 
to a hotel to observe the five-day 
quarantine (compliance with the 
health protocol measures estab-
lished by the Ministry of Health) 
before joining my community. 

Activities 

1. Studies 

Classes at the University of San 
Carlos University in Cebu, an in-
ternationally renowned university 
run by the Society of the Divine 
Word (SVD) with 27 Departments 

and made up of students of 21 dif-
ferent nationalities, had started in 
August 2021, but luckily for me 
everything was going online. 
Thus, I had to register from Nai-
robi-Kenya, with the help of con-
freres in Cebu-Philippines, and 
follow my courses online for three 
and a half months. 

Nevertheless, I have en-
countered some challenges since 
the beginning of my program, 
namely: 

a) I had to get up at 3 am to be 
in class because of the 5-hour dif-
ference between Kenya and the 
Philippines. Truly, I tell you, it 
was very tiresome, but I put my-
self into it body and soul. 

Joseph Kamwanga attending a wedding
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b) The beginning of the pro-
gram was difficult because I had 
to do specialized studies in philos-
ophy 15 years after my bacca-
laureate in philosophy; decidedly 
I had a vague memory of certain 
philosophical categories and I had 
to update myself with intensive 
personal readings. 

c) I had difficulty understand-
ing the diction of most of my 
teachers and classmates. 

d) Another challenge was that 
of obtaining philosophical books 
in the local bookstores, even if the 
libraries of the university and our 
formation house have some. Thus, 
one has to make orders outside the 
country. 

e) I found that the methodology 
used for the academic works is 
diametrically opposed to the one I 
learned so far. 

2. Pastoral 

The Archdiocese of Cebu is the 
cradle of Christianity in the Phil-
ippines (over 500 years) and the 
largest archdiocese in Asia in 
terms of diocesan priests (608), 
seminarians, and Christians (89% 
of the population) in more than 
150 parishes without counting the 
chapels which one finds every-
where, even in the malls and 
supermarkets. There are 6 to 10 
Masses celebrated every Sunday 
in the parishes of the city. 

Joseph Kamwanga, blessing of the youth and children after mass
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As for my integration into the 
local church, I regularly celebrate 
the 7:00 p.m. Sunday Mass at 
Gethsemane parish and in the 
chapel of our neighbourhood. I 
participate in activities organized 
by the archdiocese for the clergy. 
This allows me to be in regular 
contact with the local clergy, and 
the faithful especially with the 
young people of the parish - altar 
servers and readers - in the hope 
of attracting some of them to our 
Society. 

I also visit the families living in 
a small slum that adjoins the 
southern fence of our house to 
spend some of my time with them. 

Finally, to keep 'Anima Sana in 
Corpore Sano' a healthy mind in a 

healthy body, I do individual 
sports (jogging, cycling and other 
physical exercises) and collective 
sports (basketball with the young 
people from the slum). 

Joys and Hope 

- I am happy with the philo-
sophical training I am receiving at 
the university and believe that this 
knowledge will, one day, be put at 
the service of the Society. 

- I like my environment with 
welcoming and loving people to-
wards foreigners. 

- Love or family bond is a very 
important aspect in the life of 
Filipinos and it woke me up from 
my drowsiness as far as my rela-

Joseph Kamwanga with the servers of the Mass
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tions with my family are con-
cerned.  

- The Philippines has a flour-
ishing Catholic Church with the 
practice of many devotions, the 
most famous of which is ‘Santo 
Niño’ the Infant Jesus celebrated 
every 3rd Sunday of January of 
the year preceded by a Novena. 
Filipinos like celebrating life. For 
instance, Christmas is celebrated 
from September to February of the 
following year. Another most im-
pressive thing, apart from 
churches, is the plethora of res-
taurants. 

Recommendations 

- To send young confreres for 
further studies as soon as possible, 
after 3-6 years of mission, so that 
they can perform better in their 
studies. 

- To encourage our community 
to make our presence more visible 

in participating and collaborating 
with the local church. I strongly 
believe that it will help us to have 
many vocations because other 
congregations do have them. 

- To let us be inspired by what 
other religious communities do 
(episcopal conference or agency) 
regarding how to obtain the 
worker permit because the process 
is laborious and frustrating.

Joseph Kamwanga
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The triple rope 

While ruminating on my sub-
ject, a Latin expression came to 
mind: "foniculus triplex difficile 
rumpitur" (a threefold thread does 
not break easily - Qohelet 4:12). 
Let's face it, the Museum of Saint 
Anne in Jerusalem is an inter-
woven reality, certainly a particu-
lar thread in the threefold rope that 
is Saint Anne. Let us untangle this 
"triple rope". 

First thread: St. Anne's,  
a French domain 

One of the consequences of the 
Crimean War was the request to 
the Turkish Sultan to hand over 
the crusader church of Sainte-
Anne, which had become a "me-
drese", to France. The Sublime 
Porte could not refuse this request. 
This diplomatic maneuver was an 
opportunity for France to empha-
sis its place in the Middle East. 

The challenge of a site museum today 
-Israël-

View of one of the exhibition rooms of the museum's collections in Sainte-Anne



MISSION

528

However, in 1856, this "French 
politico-religious slave" was only 
a dilapidated monument. A major 
restoration was needed. 

Second thread: Saint-Anne, a 
place of memory 

The one who will respond to 
the urgent needs of the new ac-
quisition is Mr C. Mauss. For 
about ten years, with passion and 
skill, he measured, excavated, 
drew, interpreted and, above all, 
brought the Crusader church back 
to its 12th century glory (1863-
1878). It was this architect from 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
who had the honour of unearthing 
the first objects of the future mu-
seum. 

One day, in the Saint-Anne es-
tate (1871), our architect ventured 
to reconstruct a beautiful ancient 
column of almost 7m. What he 
wrote about it was significant: 
"This restoration, which is so 
closely related to the restoration of 
the church of St. Anne, has, so to 
speak, made the legend of the 
paralytic tangible, and thanks to 
this isolated fragment, it is now 
easy to imagine the entire scene 
described in the Gospel. Unbe-
knownst to him, Mauss was a 
catalyst for the fate of the mu-
seum. 

However, in order to revive 
Sainte-Anne, a place of memory, 
it was necessary to find the perma-
nence of a community. After se-
veral applications, an agreement 
was signed between Mgr Lavige-
rie, Archbishop of Algiers, and the 
French Republic in 1878. Lavige-
rie also meant the Missionaries of 
Algiers. No doubt the prestige of 
this man of the cloth and the name 
Algiers played a role in the choice 
of a new foundation in the middle 
of a Muslim quarter. A few months 
later, the first four "White Fathers" 
arrived. After some trial and error 
regarding their insertion, these 
newcomers agreed to play a role in 
the training of the clergy of the 
Greek-Catholic Church. It was a 
seminary that operated until the 
Six Day War. It was this responsi-
bility for biblical and theological 
training that would trigger in the 
teachers the sacred fire for "the 
Bible in the field". The real pion-
eer was Leon Cré (1855-1922), 
sent to Jerusalem in 1886. Three 
years later, he taught Scripture and 
was put in charge of the excava-
tions. It was as a biblical scholar 
that Cré began collecting the re-
mains in order to make the sacred 
text tangible. 

In 1892, he gave a lecture at the 
Bible School. I quote some reveal-
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ing phases: "The thought of form-
ing a small biblical museum really 
obsessed me, when one fine day 
my eyes met, half-buried in the 
ground, a large stone"; "I often 
said to myself that the Palestinian 
collections would be very useful 
in Jerusalem to teach pilgrims 
from all over the world, not so 
much to read in the beautiful book 
of nature, but to know more thor-
oughly and to love more the Book 
par excellence, the Bible...". 

Cré's enthusiasm spread to his 
companions. In the excavation re-
ports of January 1889, we find this 
notation: "Caught up in the zeal of 
the excavations, several Fathers 
are working hard to pierce a wall 
that could hide a passage from the 
pool to the Basilica". 

After having touched the deep 
motivations of Father Cré, after 
having read the reports of the ex-
cavations (from 1887 until the 
First World War), we discover a 
self-taught, gifted personality with 
many facets: Cré exegete-apolo-
gist; Cré archaeologist; Cré fund-
raiser; Cré curator of a small 
museum. 

Third thread: "Funiculum triplex 

An immense curiosity drove 
Cré to collect minerals, plants, 

stuffed animals, ancient relics, etc. 
in his room. Among the most un-
expected objects, let us point out 
"a packet of manna preserved in a 
jar from a city situated at the 
sources of the Tigris", "an old iron 
helmet from the other side of the 
Jordan", "a cat's mummy", "two 
earthen bricks from Tell es-Sultan 
given by Ernest Sellin during our 
visit to the Jericho excavations", 
"a piece of Abraham's oak from 
the valley of Mambré" and so on. 

Contemplating this undertak-
ing, one can no doubt reproach 
Father Cré with a certain naivety. 
But one cannot deny a burning de-
sire: to illustrate the Bible! To de-
pict the Scriptures rather than to 
restore the collected objects to 
their original context (Vallejo, 24). 

In my reflection up to this 
point, I have tried to give you a 
first-hand feel for the initial ex-
perience behind the St. Anne's 
Museum. What strikes me is the 
intertwining of three threads 
braided together to form a rope. 
These are three constants. 

- Sainte-Anne, the domain of 

France  

A France that sent and sup-
ported the great restorer, C. Maus. 
A France that installed French re-
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ligious to guard the shrine. A 
France that provided money for 
the basilica and, to a certain ex-
tent, for the seminary that was at-
tached to it. 

- Sainte-Anne, a place of 

memory 

The healing of the paralytic, a 
kind of "key to the mission of 
Jesus," a "sign" that was associ-
ated with a mother (Mary) and a 
grandmother (Anne). A somewhat 
complex memory that remains a 
challenge for the bearers of this 
memory, whether they are archae-
ologists or exegetes. 

- Sainte-Anne, cradle of a 

museum.  

Jean-Baptiste Humbert, a 
Dominican of the French Biblical 
and Archaeological School, once 
said: "The Holy Land offers a pair 
of binoculars, a magnifying glass 
to look at the text as it springs 
forth. Well, I take the liberty of 
adapting this phrase and saying: "a 
museum in Jerusalem offers a pair 
of binoculars to look at the sacred 
texts". It's an idea that Father Cré 
would have liked. 

The period after Cré 

Let us note some salient points 
in the development of the museum 

for the period after Cré, after 1922, 
the year of his death. 

-Section 1: the Bible Museum 
itself. There are tangible illustra-
tions of certain biblical verses; for 
example, a Palestinian plough 
from 1920 which is to illustrate 
the call of the prophet Joel: "With 
your ploughshares make swords" 
(Joel 3:10); another example: a 
Phoenician and an Athenian stater 
which are to illustrate the words of 
Jesus: "Seize the first fish that 
bites and open its mouth: you will 
find a stater in it" (Mt 17:27). 

-Section 2: the numismatic sec-
tion. At the time of Cré's death, 
this section had 2,000 coins; at the 
time of the recent survey, it al-
ready included 6,000 coins. 

-Section 3: the ceramics sec-
tion, which currently has a total of 
15 pieces. 

-Section 4: the oil lamp section. 
It contains "hundreds of examples 
from all periods, except the 
Ancient Bronze Age... from the 
simple earthenware saucers that lit 
Abraham's tents, to the Arabs, 
with some very beautiful Christian 
series". 

-Section 5: the prehistoric sec-
tion, which contains mainly lithic 
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instruments. Cré himself had only 
a modest collection of 50 pieces; 
in 1928, after his death, this col-
lection had grown to 400 pieces; 
in 1930, it reached 2,500 pieces 
and two years later, the record fig-
ure of 11,000 pieces. 

The period N. van der Vliet (1932) 

Around 1929, father N. van der 
Vliet, a Dutch national, became 
responsible for the museum. He 
had been active in St. Anne's since 

the beginning of the 20th century 
and had become a numismatist 
and a keen observer of Palestinian 
archaeology. Above all, he had a 
sense of the "signs of the times". 
In spite of the cramped premises, 
two things were immediately 
necessary: to draw up a new gen-
eral inventory and to rearrange the 
appearance and signage. 

Thus, for the inventory, he 
called upon the renowned Domini-
can Father Louis Hugues Vincent 

The Bethesda pool in Saint Anne Jerusalem
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who, during the summer of 1932, 
succeeded in classifying 1,500 
pieces of ceramics. As for the re-
arrangement of the rooms, a 
young confrere artist, called from 
North Africa, applied himself to a 
new presentation of the main 
room, the biblical museum proper. 

I will now leave the floor to 
Rémi Vallejo, the chronicler of the 
1990s: “This rearrangement can 
be considered as the swan song of 
the biblical museum whose fame, 
in the following years, did not take 
long to fade. Indeed, the creation 
in Jerusalem of new museographic 
institutions, as well as a new vi-
sion of biblical archaeology, rel-
egated Father Cré's work to the 
rank of a museographic relic, wit-
ness to an enthusiastic, haphazard 
and now outdated scientific ap-
proach”. 

The post-war period (1947) 

After the Second World War, 
the young students' section of the 
seminary moved to Lebanon. The 
increased space available at that 
time prompted the curator, Father 
van der Vliet, to embark on a new 
reorganization: new spaces, new 
rooms, new shelves. The new lay-
out includes the classic sections: 
the first section displays 2,000 ob-
jects: urns, jugs, vases, lamps, etc. 

And van der Vliet comments: 
"The collection has been carefully 
arranged to pedagogically repro-
duce the evolution of Palestinian 
ceramics from 3000 BC to the 
Arab period in the 7th century AD. 
The chronicler of the house wrote 
simply, on July 31, 1947: "Father 
Vincent of the École Biblique, 
came to visit and inspect the new 
museum of pottery and lamps, 
which he said he was delighted 
with! 

The period of Madame  
Anne Saurat (1983) 

With the White Fathers, Mad-
ame Saurat, an expert museologist 
at the General Consulate of 
France, embarked on another at-
tempt at remodeling. Her attract-
ive contribution consists of 
well-styled explanations and rel-
evant illustrations, such as plans, 
diagrams and photographs. 

The Remy Vallejo period  
(1988-1991) 

Remy Vallejo is a graduate of 
the École du Louvre, who arrived 
in Jerusalem as a cooperant in 
charge of setting up a museum in 
Notre-Dame. This project, due to 
logistical problems, failed. Our 
young archaeologist could then 
devote himself body and soul to 
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Sainte-Anne. As soon as he ar-
rived, he was amazed by a rich and 
varied collection where, in his 
own words, "the best rubs 
shoulders with the worst, master-
pieces mix with junk". 

The first thing to do was to 
compile a catalogue raisonné. Our 
cooperant from the Ecole de 
Louvre was working on it with 
tenacity. The result: a series of six 
heavy binders containing 3,758 
cards. We have here the record of 
4,000 objects: 1,300 ceramics, 750 
lamps, 100 examples of glassware, 
200 scarabs and notches, 400 
statues and statuettes (including 
15 bullae, 35 ossuaries and several 
sarcophagi). 

In addition to the computerised 
inventory, Vallejo also had a 
dream: he left us a project for the 
museum's development, the main 
thrust of which can be summar-
ized as follows: “It is necessary to 
create a coherent whole for the 
Bethesda excavations (museum 
and storeroom); as for the objects 
found outside of Santa Ana, we 
must find a way to showcase the 
rich archaeological collection that 
deserves our attention.” 

In the wake of his own propo-
sals, Vallejo began to make a more 
relevant arrangement. In May-

June 1981, he endeavored to make 
the collection more visible and ac-
cessible: 

- A large room with 5 trestles: 
trestles 1 and 2: ossuaries; trestle 
3: sculptures; trestle 4: funerary 
furniture; trestle 5: large potteries). 
In addition, there are 10 display 
cases: weapons, arrows, glass-
ware, amulets, liturgical objects, 
notched seals, bullae, and 12 dis-
play cases of oil lamps. 

- Two small rooms: the first 
small room presents objects col-
lected in the excavations to the 
east of the two basins, especially 
coins and ex-votos; the second 
small room exhibits architectural 
fragments and objects found in 
and around the ancient Byzantine 
and Crusader churches. 

Here we are now, a little weary 
of piling up repetitive series of 
lamps and jugs, a little tired of lis-
tening to the refrain "what to do 
with our museum? Fortunately, 
over the last ten years, something 
has started to happen that prompts 
me to quote the words of the 
prophet: "on the inhabitants of the 
dark land a light has shone" 
(Isaiah 9:1).
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Final paragraph 

In early 2012, the community 
of Sainte-Anne was encouraged 
by a suggestion from the French 
Consul. This led to the signing of 
a partnership agreement between, 
on the one hand, the National He-
ritage Institute, the French Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs and, on the 
other hand, the White Fathers of 
Jerusalem (represented by William 
Russell). The first steps towards a 
redesigned museum were then 
taken: 

- by two workcamps for 
conversation (2012, 2014). 

- by the internship of Johanna 
Allouch (2023) who produced a 
rich memoir: "The reopening of 
the museum of the White Fathers 
of Sainte-Anne". It contains a de-
tailed articulation of the major fu-
ture orientations and a concrete 
programme  

In December 2015, Jim 
Greene, bursar at St Anne's, 
convened the first meeting of the 
founding committee. The imple-
mentation of this project is slow, 
too slow. One factor in the delay is 
due to an incompatibility between 
two professional collaborators. 
With this obstacle removed, the 
task remains considerable, but 
with the strength of the Healer of 
Bethesda we will succeed 

Pol Vonck
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I was a bit shocked when I read 
the first words of the last com-
muniqué of the Chapter on 19 
June 2022: “For all that has hap-
pened, thank you. For all that will 
happen, yes”. A quote from Dag 
Hammarskjöld, Secretary General 
of the United Nations, who died in 
an air crash caused by white mer-
cenaries on 18 September 1961 in 
Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia), 
and who was posthumously 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Certainly, by paraphrasing and 
explaining, we can learn a good 
lesson. But the sentence as it 

stands shocks me. Looking back 
on my life, I have to say thank you 
three times, but also 'sorry'. How 
can I say "yes" to everything that 
will happen? Always 'yes'? Should 
I say 'yes' to all the wars, to all the 
injustices that crush the people of 
Africa? In Africa today there are 
at least fifteen wars and dozens 
and dozens of rebellion centres. If 
there were a new civil war in 
Rwanda, a new war in Biafra, a 
new war in Katanga, a new war in 
Algeria, with millions of deaths, 
would I have to say "yes"? To 
drugs, to pornography, to cor-

A little Reflection from an old  
Missionary in Africa, Son  

of Cardinal Lavigerie
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ruption that destroys the high 
moral values of our people, how 
can I say "yes"? To the ethnocen-
trism that risks destroying many of 
our Christian communities with 
outbreaks of violence, should I say 
"yes"? 

Being able to say "NO". 

Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini 
once gave us a beautiful medi-
tation on the vocation of the 
prophet Jeremiah. He pointed out 
that, in this call from God, there 
were four verbs that asked the 
prophet to "destroy" and only two 
verbs that spoke of "building": 
"Look, today I appoint you over 
the nations and over the king-
doms, to uproot and overthrow, to 
destroy and demolish, to build and 
plant" (Jeremiah 1:10). 

Too often the Church has been 
silent! Too often she has said yes 
to injustice, to slavery, to the op-
pression of the poor. The great sin 
of the Church is often to accept the 
situation without opening her eyes 
to the distress of the people.  

It is not easy to say "no"! But it 
is sometimes necessary. Prudence, 
with a global vision of the situ-
ation, should not stop us from 
saying "no"! We still need great 
prophets who have the courage to 
say "no", like Saint John Chrysos-
tom whom we celebrated not so 
long ago. In any case, thank you to 
Father David Sullivan who helped 
me with this little reflection. 
Thank you.

Arvedo Godina
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A prophetic community action 

According to articles 1&2 of 
our “community project” of Octo-
ber 2022, at the Charles Lwanga 
House in Bukavu, we have made 
ours the words of Cardinal Lavi-
gerie: “I have declared that I 
would not keep a single one of you 
who would not surround with the 
same love all the members of the 
Society, whatever nation they be-
long to. 

We are also aware that “aposto-
lic love requires us to be ‘all things 

to all men (cf. 1 Cor 9:22), that is 
to say, to be welcoming, and open, 
to live close to people and to be 
very simple in our relations with 
them” (Chapter Acts 2022, p. 18). 

With this in mind, our commu-
nity wants to be “open, welco-
ming, radiant, joyful, in solidarity 
and attentive to the needs of 
others” and those at our service. 
Some confreres affectionately 
refer to it as ‘The Mother House’, 
where everyone finds their place 
and feels welcome.  

“The Gods must be crazy”

Bukavu Central Prison, central court.
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The Gods must be crazy 

In response to the urgent invi-
tation to ecological conversion by 
Pope Francis and the recommen-
dations of our last General Chap-
ter of 2022, concerning JPIC-RD, 
our community of Charles 
Lwanga House in Bukavu has set 
up concrete initiatives such as a 
‘salongo’ morning, i.e. a commu-
nity cleanup at least once a month 
to keep our environment or 
‘common home’ clean. We have 
also gone back to the practice of 
using napkins for multiple pur-
poses instead of disposable ones, 
in order to limit pollution. We 
avoid plastic bags and packaging 
as much as possible, and we care-

fully separate waste in the refec-
tory after meals. We have also 
equipped the community with 
waste collection and cleaning ma-
terials. 

Passers-by stare at us with as-
tonishment during the cleanup 
exercise like in the Botswana and 
South African film, ‘The Gods 
must be crazy’. They were attrac-
ted by our zeal, seeing us working 
at a frenetic pace with our collec-
tion and cleaning tools. This is one 
of the concrete and prophetic ac-
tions that we are taking, hoping 
that those around us will be ins-
pired to do the same in the context 
of waste management for the 
cleanliness of our common and 
private spaces.  

Amorain celebrates a mass in Bukavu central prison
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Apostolate in the central prison 
of Bukavu 

Another concrete commitment 
in connection with JPIC-RD, out-
side our usual activities, is the visit 
to the inmates of the central prison 
of Bukavu. This apostolate is car-
ried out by a confrere on Satur-
days and Sundays. The 
programme includes a reflection 
with the inmates on Saturdays 
from 8.30 to 10 a.m. on the litur-
gical texts for the following Sun-
day; sharing of information in 
order to remain connected with the 
outside world, and Mass at 8.30 
a.m. every Sunday.  

The Bukavu central prison has 
5 pavilions: the central courtyard 
containing about 80% of the in-
mates, divided into 13 cells; the 
special pavilion housing certain 
senior officials of the province; the 
pavilion for women and underage 
girls; the pavilion for children or 
adolescents. The 5th pavilion 
serves as a dispensary for sick pri-
soners, most of whom suffer from 
tuberculosis. 

We work together as a prison 
chaplaincy team, composed of a 
diocesan priest chaplain of the Bu-
kavu and Kabare prisons, a lay 
person and religious sisters: Car-
melites, Franciscans, Xaverians, 
Missionaries of Our Lady of 
Africa, Dorothea of Chelmno and 
Daughters of the Company of 
Mary. Our apostolic commitment 
objective is listening and confes-
sion, dialogue, prayer, reflection 
on the word of God and follow-up 
for their social reintegration. 
These moments of reflection and 
discussion are very enriching, both 
humanly and spiritually, for them 
and our apostolic team. 

The prison, built in 1928 during 
the Belgian colonial period, had a 
capacity for 500 inmates. It would 
later be managed by the Congo-
lese state from 1930 onwards. 

Morning of manual work (salongo) at the 

provincial house in Bukavu
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However, the number today va-
ries between 1,500 and 2,000. 

Objectives of the prison 

According to the current direc-
tor, this prison has at least three 
objectives: first, to keep and se-
cure people who are a danger to 
society; second, to re-educate and 
reintegrate them into society. And 
third, the prison must be produc-
tive for the state. The inmates in 
the process of serving their sen-
tences are to engage in income-ge-
nerating activities, such as farming 
or community service. These ob-
jectives are not achieved because 
of the difficulties linked to the 
overcrowding of the prison popu-
lation, their poor living conditions, 
chronic malnutrition or starvation, 
and the lack of multi-faceted sup-
port, cultivable space and income-
generating activities.  

This pastoral ministry to the in-
mates of the Bukavu central prison 
puts us in contact with human vul-

nerability and suffering. Our aim 
is to contribute in some small way 
to their happiness, in order to ease 
their suffering. Faced with certain 
dehumanising attitudes, despair, 
stigmatisation and exclusion of a 
good number of prisoners, we 
have chosen the method of anima-
tion-debate, based on listening and 
confession, dialogue and reflec-
tion on the Word of God, in order 
to give them a glimmer of hope. 
This is how our apostolic joy in 
the chaplaincy of the central pri-
son of Bukavu becomes conta-
gious. 

Amorain Wayikpo
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According to the psychologist 
and author Judith Viorst, we are 
lucky if we can go through life ac-
cepting the losses that are ours. In-
deed, we will grow and change 
through the losses that are inevi-
table and are a necessary part of 
life. How many of us when we 
were younger had various expec-
tations, some of them quite im-
possible? As we set out on our 
missionary journey and through-
out our missionary life, maybe we 
have been accustomed to letting 
go of our culture, our family and 
friends, of the parish we loved and 

cherished, of the people and com-
munity we worked with, of a posi-
tion we held, and even the mission 
country we loved so much.  

For myself with various ap-
pointments to different countries 
and different ministries such a no-
madic existence meant each time 
uprooting myself and beginning 
almost again from scratch. Yes, I 
could say quite openly that at first 
there was always a certain sense of 
loss, of what had become familiar 
and what had become in fact part 
of my life and ministry, and once 
again I would have to move out 
into the deep, into uncharted 
waters. Over a good number of 
years now as I get older such 
losses have become more personal 
and intimate, the loss of family 
members, of loved ones, of con-
freres, of friends. But then, there 
is also a certain diminishing of a 
robust health and energy that I 
thought would be mine forever, 
the creaking joints, the slower 
pace and a body that is constantly 
telling me I am no longer the 

Day of recollection for the superiors  
of our houses for the elderly confreres
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young guy I thought I was. I am 
lucky as such for my hair is not yet 
grey, my face has not been too fur-
rowed by wrinkles and despite ar-
thritis my limbs are not so feeble. 
And what about my own family 
members who are slowly being 
stripped of their faculties to think 
straight because of the devastating 
effects of dementia, or who are 
facing recurrent cancer and be-
coming more and more dependent 
on their loved ones. Should I be 
outraged at such losses, such a de-
cline? Indeed, I feel a sense of sor-
row and empathy for such 
suffering, and being far away a 
sense of helplessness. However, I 
also feel a certain sadness for cer-
tain confreres, those who once 
gloried in their work and status, 
their purposefulness, their control 
even of all they did and somehow 
feel now as though they are limp-
ing through life as they are faced 
with a certain emptiness and re-
morse for what once was. Yes, we 
lament our days of youth and vig-
our. According to Judith Viorst old 
age does indeed face us with many 
losses but she argues forcibly that 
we must mourn the losses of get-
ting older for mourning can liber-
ate us, can lead us even to a 
creative freedom and the ability to 
face our life and embrace all that 
it offers.   

The French writer Paul Claudel 
said the following: “Eighty years 
old: no eyes left, no ears, no teeth, 
no legs, no wind! And yet when all 
is said and done, how astonish-
ingly well one does without them.’ 

I would like to quote a verse 

form Isaiah (46: 4) 

Even to your old age and grey 
hairs I am he, I am he who will 
sustain you. 

I have made you and I will 
carry you; I will sustain you and I 
will rescue you.’ Isaiah 46: 4 

Yes, despite our wrinkles, de-
spite our trembling hands, despite 
our dribbling and our minds that 
are becoming more and more con-
fused, the Lord loves us and cares 
for us and we superiors of commu-
nities for the elderly are there to 
help our brothers on their last 
stretch of the journey. We are there 
to encourage them, to be there for 
them and above all to be present to 
them to listen to them. We are for-
tunate in so many ways, because I 
believe our elderly brothers truly 
have the very best of care, be it in 
Bry, in Heythuysen, in Sherbrooke 
or elsewhere. Above all for you 
the superiors, I believe you are 
there to accompany our brothers 
on this final journey to help them 
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realise that like Abraham they 
have built their missionary lives 
on God’s promises and God is 
there for them just as he was there 
for Abraham. 

‘leave your country, your 

kindred and your father’s house 

for a country which I shall show 

you’ (Gen 12:1) 

Yes, our brothers are asked like 
Abraham to make such a journey 
of faith and it will demand great 
courage and involve no doubt 
many risks. Abraham knew all 
that, it was as if at times this old 
man felt as though he was really 
walking in pitch darkness as if 
God was even at times absent. Yet 
Abraham was able to enter the 
dark though still clinging to the 
light of the promise. To journey on 
the road of faith is also to accept 
the night of obscurity, the night of 
contradiction and suffering, to ac-
cept at times incoherence and vul-
nerability. 

 So when we look at the story 
of Abraham we also realise that 
the faith story is also about letting 
go, of abandoning, it is about loss 
but it is also about welcoming the 
promises of God and for that to 
happen we have to let go like 
Abraham of all that we have 
known and cherished. Isn’t that 

what our life of faith should be 
about? Of being able to let go. To 
be free just as Abraham was free. 
Without abandoning ourselves 
into the hands of the Father, with-
out letting go of all that would 
weigh us down, without being de-
tached from so many different 
things we will never really be free 
to believe. Is it not amazing just 
how we like to control our lives, 
every detail, we like to feel strong, 
we like to make all the moves. As 
we grow older we lose something 
of that fierce independence. May 
be it is time to allow God to play 
the tune and it is in faith that we 
will accept to allow ourselves to 
no longer be in control. We allow 
ourselves to loosen the grip we 
have and so many things and 
people. And letting go might well 
mean that we know darkness and 
confusion, dryness even pain and 
suffering and yet only in this way 
will we be free to surrender our-
selves to God and his promises.  

Along with our elderly brothers 
we all must come to the realisation 
that faith is also about giving up 
our ideas of self-sufficiency 
knowing like Abraham we depend 
totally upon the Lord, upon his 
promises, upon his presence.   In 
his old age Abraham is able to call 
God his friend, and we see how he 
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undertakes a whole new way of 
encounter, yes, now he has a con-
stant dialogue and intimate en-
counter with a God who is no 
longer some distant deity to be ap-
peased at every turn, but a friend 
who constantly calls us to a future 
promise, to a covenant relation-
ship based not on fear but on 
closeness between the creator and 
his creation, an era of friendship 
and of dialogue. Maybe such faith 
is indeed the gift we seek as we 
grow older.  

Maybe we can help all our 
brothers to come to terms with all 
that has happened in their lives, to 
thank God for the failures, the 
darkness, the pain, the dreams un-
fulfilled and maybe at times even 
the moments of infidelity but also 
their moments of having fulfilled 
their dream to have been an instru-
ment of God’s grace and blessings 
for so many people. It would well 
be good to ask our brothers to look 
back at their lives in a reflective 
manner and to praise God for his 
abiding presence. This is how the 
Hebrew scriptures were written; 
looking back on their lives and 
seeing the presence of God even in 
the dire moments of suffering, of 
failure, of turning away from God. 
Yet this was indeed their sacred 
history and despite all the ups and 

downs they could well discern just 
how God was present and this is 
what gave them hope for the fu-
ture. 

I share with you now a text 

from the gospel of Luke (2:22-35)  

“When the time came for their 
purification according to the law 
of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, "Every firstborn male 
shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord"), and they offered a sacri-
fice according to what is stated in 
the law of the Lord, "a pair of 
turtledoves or two young 
pigeons." Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem whose name was Si-
meon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord's Messiah. 
Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
came into the temple; and when 
the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was cus-
tomary under the law, Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying, "Master, now you are 
dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; for my 



FORUM

545

eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for 
glory to your people Israel." And 
the child's father and mother were 
amazed at what was being said 
about him. Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to his mother Mary, 
"This child is destined for the fall-
ing and the rising of many in Is-
rael, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed so that the inner thoughts 
of many will be revealed and a 
sword will pierce your own soul 
too." 

In the powerful story of the 
presentation in the temple we 
glimpse the amazing character of 
Simeon, who sees his own ap-
proaching death not as some curse 
or enemy, nor the destruction of all 
that was, but rather as a culmina-
tion, a completion. Yes, we feel 
that Simeon was a man at peace 
with himself, no doubt he had 
fought his battles, he had faced the 
enemy but above all the battle 
within himself; he had come to 
terms with all that was, the dark 
and the light but above all was 
overjoyed at the light he could see 
before him. Despite whatever the 
challenges he had to face he had 
lived a deep life and was totally at 
peace with himself, with others, 

with life and with God – “Now 
you can dismiss your servant, O 
Lord, in peace....” Only Luke's 
Gospel carries this beautiful can-
ticle. It is the serene and joyful 
prayer of an old man at the end of 
his life who had indeed accepted 
all that life had unfolded, he had 
come to terms with his past and 
opened his arms wide to embrace 
the Saviour. Nunc Dimittis – what 
a fitting way to approach the very 
end of life. “For my eyes have 
seen your salvation.”  

A well-known orthodox 
bishop, Patriarch Athenagoras 
could state his own Nunc Dimittis 
in another yet outstanding way: 

“We must for many years en-
gage in the most difficult of 
battles, the one against our very 
self. We must be able to disarm 
ourselves, to put down our 
weapons. I myself waged such a 
battle for so many years, it is 
really terrible. But now I am dis-
armed. I am no longer afraid of 
anything for loves casts out fear. I 
am now disarmed against the will 
of wanting always to be right and 
to discredit others or to justify my-
self. I am no longer on the lookout 
and all uptight about what I con-
sider to be my wealth and strength. 
I can truly now welcome and share 
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with others. I no longer hold on 
stubbornly to my ideas and pro-
jects. If I am presented with better 
ideas, or even ideas that might not 
be better but are good, then I ac-
cept them without any regret. I am 
able now to refuse to compare my-
self with others. What is good, real 
and true is always the best for me. 
That is why I am no longer afraid. 
When you have nothing to hold on 
to, there is no reason to be afraid. 
If you disarm yourself, if you dis-
possess yourself, if you open your-
self to God who makes all things 
new, he will take away all that has 
been bad in the past and will in-
deed make things new where 
everything is possible.” 

I end this talk with a text 

from Jacques Leclercq: 

“I am the resurrection and the 
life, says Jesus. 

Whoever believes in me, even 
if he dies, will live.  

And I believe, yes, I believe 
that one day, your day, O God 

I will come to you, 

with my faltering steps, 

with all my tears in my hands, 

and this marvellous heart that 
you have given me, 

this heart too big for me be-
cause it was made for you... 

One day I will come, 

and you will read on my face 

all the distress, all the struggles,  

all the failures of freedom, 

and you will see all my sin. 

But I know, O God, that sin is 
not serious 

when it is before you. 

For it is before men that one is 
humbled. 

But before you, it is wonderful 
to be so poor, 

because we are so much loved! 

One day, your day, O my God, 
I will come to you. 

And in the tremendous ex-
plosion of my resurrection 

I shall know at last 

that tenderness is you, 

that my freedom is still you. 

I will come to you, O my God, 
and you will show  

your face to me. 
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I will come to you with my all 
my wildest dreams: 

To bring the world to you in my 
arms. 

I will come to you, and I will 
cry out to you 

all the truth of life on earth. 

I will cry out to you my cry 
from the depths of time: 

"Father! I have tried and 
struggled to be a Man, and I am 
your child. 

I am your child...” Jacques Le-
clercq, Le Jour de l'homme, Seuil 
1976, p. 152-153 

� (Jacques Leclercq, Le Jour 
de l'homme, Seuil 1976, p. 152-
153)  

� Judith Viorst ‘Necessary 
Losses 1986 

� Athenagoras I (1886 ‒ 
1972), born Aristocles Matthew 
Spyrou, was the 268th Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople of the 
Orthodox Catholic Church. 

� Isaiah 46: 4 

� Gen 12:1 

� Lk 2:22-35

Francis Barnes
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At the invitation of King 
Hamad Ben Issa Al Khalifa, Pope 
Francis began a three-day visit to 
the tiny Gulf state of Bahrain on 
3rd November 2022. This was the 
Pope’s first visit to Bahrain, but 
not his first to the Arabian Penin-
sula where already in February 
2019 history was made when he 
came to Abu Dhabi. Having been 
the local coordinator of the Abu 
Dhabi visit and a member of the 
official Holy See delegation, I was 
privileged to be invited as a guest 
to this Bahraini papal visit. This 
was another opportunity for Fran-
cis to foster an alliance between 
Christians and Muslims in promo-
ting peace, dialogue and conflict 

resolution. 

As a pilgrim of peace, the visit 
to Bahrain was Francis’ 39th apos-
tolic journey, six of which have 
been to Arab countries. Although 
all his predecessors in modern 
times, Paul VI, John Paul II and 
Benedict XVI have promoted dia-
logue with Muslims, Pope Francis’ 
approach is remarkably different 
when he calls incessantly for a dia-
logue of the heart. Despite the 
Pope’s health issues and his diffi-
culties in moving around, the 
three-day visit to Bahrain was full 
of joyful encounters and heartfelt 
pleas for an end to wars and the 
promotion of human fraternity.    

Pope Francis, Envoy of Dialogue  
and Peace in Bahrain
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A three-day trip 

After the official welcome on 
his arrival in the Kingdom, on Fri-
day 4th November, Francis was 
invited to pronounce the final dis-
course at the Bahrain Forum for 
Dialogue entitled “East and West 
for Human Coexistence” where 
scores of eminent world religious 
leaders were present including Dr 
Ahmad Al Tayyeb, the Rector of 
the renowned Al Azhar Mosque in 
Cairo. For the past seven years the 
Argentinian pontiff had developed 
a particular friendship with this 
Muslim leader with whom he si-
gned in 2019 the famous Abu 
Dhabi Document on Human Fra-
ternity, a document which later 

would inspire his encyclical Fra-
telli Tutti.  

On the same day, an Ecumeni-
cal Prayer service for peace was 
held in the new Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Arabia at which Bartholo-
mew I, the Ecumenical Patriarch 
was present. This was a privileged 
moment to pray for the people of 
Ukraine with other Christian lea-
ders and offer brotherly support to 
Bartholomew the primus inter 
pares (the first among equals) in 
the crises which have befallen the 
Orthodox Churches and in particu-
lar the division among them sur-
rounding the Ukraine war.  

For the Catholic Community of 
80,000, made up essentially of 

Diego Sarrió Cucarella and Michael P O'Sullivan
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workers and expatriates from Sou-
theast Asia, the Mass at the Bah-
rain National Stadium was indeed 
the highlight of the Pope’s visit. 
Over 28,000 attended the Mass 
where Francis gave a moving ho-
mily on the necessity of forgiving 
one’s neighbour where he called 
all those present not to “dream 
idealistically of a world of frater-
nity, but to choose, starting with 
ourselves to practice universal fra-
ternity, concretely and coura-
geously, even when evil is done to 
us, breaking the spiral of ven-
geance, disarming violence, demi-
litarising the heart”.  

That same evening, Francis’ 
encounter in the Sacred Heart 
school in Manama, the country’s 
capital, was a truly joyful occa-
sion. It was during this meeting 
that he spoke intimately with staff 
and students alike, like a father ad-
dressing his children. Despite in-
firmity and mobility issues, 
Francis is truly a ‘people’s per-
son’. “He is my pope, he gives ad-
vice like a father,” said Viyana 
Viju, 16, a student in Grade 10.  

“He is not a saint or a prophet, 
but I’m a great believer in him, be-
cause I respect him,” said Samir 
Ghattas whose Palestinian father 
had emigrated to the desert island 

of Bahrain 50 years ago. “He has 
extended his hand to countries to 
open dialogue, for he wants to 
bring humans together.”  

An important message 

Pope Francis’ message of 
peace, reconciliation, his pleas to 
end war and for dialogue between 
Islam and Christianity went far 
beyond the borders of this tiny 
Gulf kingdom.  

I, together with fellow Missio-
nary of Africa Fr Diego Sarrió Cu-
carella, the President of the 
Pontifical Institute for Arab and 
Islamic Studies in Rome, was pri-
vileged to have been present at 
this visit to Bahrain and to witness 
this historic encounter.  

Michael P O'Sullivan
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Books and articles published 
by confreres

Apollinaire Chishugi Chihebe, “Philosophy and Education: Proble-
matization” in Apollinaire Chishugi Chihebe (editor), Philosophy and 
Education. Necessity of Alliance or Divorce, Franciscan Kolbe Press, 
Limuru (Kenya), 2021, pp. 11-16. 

Apollinaire Chishugi Chihebe, “Kant and the Philosophical Foun-
dation of Right to Education”, in ibidem, pp. 17-30. 

Mwansa Rodgers, Relational Implication of Education on Socio-Eco-
nomic Integration of Refugees in Zambia, a Case of Mantapala, A The-
sis submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the requirements for the MA in 
Peace Studies and International Relations. Hekima University  College, 
Nairobi, 2021, 103p. 

Serge Desouter, Een Profeet op Oorlogspad. Razzia’s raids en 
Krjgstochten van Mohammed, Boechout (ed. Polemos), 2022, 205p. 

Michael L. Fitzgerald, “Isma’ilis, Followers of the Aga Khan” in Her-
man Roborgh, Joseph Victor Edwin, s.j. (eds) Witness to a Common 
Hope. Festschrift in Memory of Fr. Christian W. Troll, s.j., Anand, Gu-
jerat, Gujerat Sahitya Prakash, 2022, pp.65-71. 

Kalore Simon Woldemichael, Social Media for the Evangelisation 
of Youth with Particular Attention to the Ethiopian Context, Thesis for 
Licentiate in Theology, Specialization in Youth Ministry, Università 
Pontificia Salesiana (UPS), Roma 2021, 135p. 

Errata: Michael Fitzgerald (Cal), Accompanying Ramadan, 
Rome, s.ed., 2022, 30p. (PE 2022/8) Should read Michael Fitzgerald 
(Cal), Accompagner le Ramadam, Rome, 2022, 30p.

The archivist 
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Brother Josef was born 
on 30 July 1929 in Sas-
senberg, a small parish 

in the diocese of Münster. His 
father worked as a bricklayer 
while his mother took care of the 
education of her four sons and two 
daughters; Josef was the youngest 
son. Two of his brothers joined the 
Franciscans, the third brother was 
killed on the battlefield. After 
eight years of primary school in 
the village, Josef received profes-
sional training as a typographer. 
He passed his professional exam-
ination and continued to work as a 
typographer. The missionary voca-
tion was born in him when his 
brothers joined the Franciscans. 
His two Franciscan brothers ad-
vised him: "If you want to work as 

a missionary in Africa, go to the 
White Fathers. The chance to 
work there is the greatest".  

Josef lived with his sister after 
his mother's death in 1947, and 
when she got married in 1952, he 
joined the Missionaries of Africa. 
He entered the postulancy in Lan-
genfeld on 28 November 1952. He 
spent seven months of his postu-
lancy in Trier rebuilding the sem-
inary which had been destroyed 
during the Second World War. He 
did his novitiate in Marienthal and 
took his first oath on 15 August 
1955. He returned to Trier in Au-
gust 1957 to train as a printer after 
his professional training as a ty-
pographer. 

Josef Averesch 

1929 – 2022 

Born in
Sassenberg, Germany 
on 30/07/1929

Sp. Year:
Langenfeld, Germany 
on 22/08/1953

Perpetual 

oath:

Langenfeld, Germany 
on 15/08/1961

Died at:
Trier, Germany 
on 18/08/2022
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Burundi and Rwanda 

He was appointed to Burundi in 
1958. Before going there, he did a 
language course in Namur. Josef 
arrived in Bujumbura on 6 April 
1959 and joined the team at Im-
primerie Lavigerie, where he spent 
11 years. He does not mention this 
in his personal notes, except for 
his missionary oath on 15 August 
1961, a home leave in Germany in 
1965, followed by a few months 
of training at the Paulus Printing 
House in Fribourg, Switzerland.  

On the other hand, he spoke at 
length about his second term in 
Rwanda. The Bishop of Butare, 
Mgr Gahamanyi, invited him to 
Butare at the end of the 1960s to 
set up a diocesan printing press. 
Josef moved to Butare in 1970 
when a successor took over the 
Lavigerie printing house. Before 
moving there, he travelled to Ger-
many on holiday and used the time 
to raise funds to buy the necessary 
tools for the new diocesan printing 
press in Butare.  

The Euthymia Foundation of 
the Sisters of St. Clemens in 
Münster supported the project on 
the condition that the name of the 
new printing house is Euthymia, 
the name of the founder of the re-

ligious congregation. Thanks to 
this foundation and other benefac-
tors, Josef was able to buy the 
necessary equipment and ship it to 
Butare. He made his great retreat 
in Grottaferrata before returning to 
Africa. 

He arrived in Butare in May 
1971 and started the Euthymia 
printing press with the help of an 
apprentice. The war between the 
Tutsis and the Hutus broke out in 
Burundi in 1972, causing former 
employees of Imprimerie Lavige-
rie to return as political refugees. 
Josef recruited them, thus expan-
ding his production. The bishop 
also took advantage of this devel-
opment and entrusted Josef with 
the supervision of the various di-
ocesan workshops with a total of 
about 60 employees.  

Josef employed between 10 
and 15 people in the printing 
workshop; in order to secure the 
future of all the employees, he ex-
panded the circle of customers. He 
approached them at the university, 
in the city's shops and tea pro-
ducers. With their orders, he in-
creased the profits of the printing 
house and was able to realise his 
dream of providing Christian lit-
erature at a good price to the 
Christians in the country. He was 



OBITUARIES

554

aware that many Christians could 
not buy books at the normal price.  

By the time he was ready to 
leave Rwanda for good, he had 
printed about three million pam-
phlets at a good price and given 
Christians access to Christian 
knowledge. Josef interrupted his 
activities at the Euthymia printing 
house in 1981 and took part in the 
Bible course and the great retreat 
in Jerusalem. During his stay in 
Butare, Josef was a member of the 
diocesan financial council for 20 
years; the bishop appreciated his 
knowledge of the business and his 
realistic judgement in the financial 
management of the diocese. 

Return to Germany 

After 22 years of work in 
Rwanda, Josef returned to Ger-
many. He was appointed to Köln 
to replace Brother Baumert in the 
small printing shop of the provin-
cialate. However, computer tech-
nology was evolving and 

revolutionising administration, 
and the work in the printing shop 
was reduced enormously. Josef 
also provided great service at the 
reception until he moved to Trier 
in 2016, to join the elderly con-
freres' team at the house run by the 
Brothers of Charity.  

At the beginning of August 
2022, Josef fell and broke a hip 
and was admitted to the Brothers' 
hospital. After lengthy deliber-
ations by the medical team, Josef 
underwent surgery on 6 August. 
The fracture was compounded by 
pneumonia and Josef was too 
weak to cope. He slept peacefully 
on the night of 17/18 August.  

 

Hans Vöcking 
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Cyprien Bouchard 
worked for only five 
years in Tanganyika, in 

the diocese of Kigoma, from 1954 
to 1960. After returning to Canada 
at the age of 35, he lived there for 
more than 60 years as a Mission-
ary of Africa, Father White, al-
ways faithful to his missionary 
commitment of 1953: "I, Cyprien 
Bouchard, make an oath on the 
Gospels to devote myself from 
now on until death to the mission 
of the Church in Africa according 
to the Constitutions of the Society 
of Missionaries of Africa. As we 
can testify, for the next 69 years 
Cyprian was faithful to his oath. 
Whenever a person met Cyprian, 

wherever he was and whatever the 
circumstances, the first good news 
he announced was his smile and 
his benevolent air! A life in the joy 
of the Gospel. 

Born in the enchanting village 
of Petite-Rivière-Saint-François, 
then a parish of the diocese of 
Chicoutimi, in the Charlevoix re-
gion, between the mountains and 
the river, Cyprien always remained 
rooted in his environment and in 
close contact with his large Cath-
olic family, typical of the Quebec 
of the past. The attachment was 
mutual. At Cyprien's funeral, "the 
whole parish was present at the 
service" as they used to say. 

Cyprien Bouchard 
1926 - 2022

Born in
Petite-Rivière-St-François 
Canada, on 16/09/1926

Sp. Year:
St-Martin, Canada 
on 11/08/1949

Oath:
Eastview, Canada 
on 26/06/1953

Priesthood:
Petite-Rivière-St-François 
Canada, le 02/02/1954 

Died at:
Québec, Canada 
on 10/10/2022
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Short stay in Tanzania 

Cyprien entered the White 
Fathers at the novitiate in Saint-
Martin (now Ville de Laval) on 11 
August 1949. He did his theology 
at the scholasticate in Eastview 
(Ottawa) where he took his 
missionary oath on 26 June 1953. 
He was ordained a priest on Feb-
ruary 2, 1954, in the church of his 
baptism, in Petite-Rivière-Saint-
François, by Mgr Guillaume Tru-
del, who was consecrated bishop 
of Tabora on July 16, 1933. He left 
the same year for the apostolic vi-
cariate of Kigoma (present-day 
Tanzania), in the posts of Mulera, 
Kigoma and Kabanga. Tired and 
ill, he returned to Canada in 1960. 

At the Eastview Scholasticate 
in 1953, his trainers accurately 
noted: "Nationality = he is French 
Canadian. Faculties = good intel-
ligence. Straightforward and very 
open-minded. Serious goodwill. 
Temperament = magnificent char-
acter, simple and good, patient and 
gentle. Work = he does not look at 
his efforts. He gives himself en-
tirely to what he is asked to do. Al-
ways ready to help. Education = 
simple, good manners, respectful, 
polite. Never embarrassed, at ease 
with superiors. Will be loved in 
community. Religious note = deep 

and solid piety. General appreci-
ation = Brother Bouchard is an 
amazing scholastic, supernatural 
and devoted, teasing, helpful, full 
of good sense. What is striking 
about him is the balance of his 
qualities. He is not a businessman. 
He does not defend his personal 
interests. In any case, he will make 
the good Lord breathe wherever 
he goes, and that's the main thing.  

Various missions in Canada 

In 1961, on his return from Af-
rica, Cyprien was asked to wel-
come the aspiring "white father 
brothers" to Lennoxville (now 
Sherbrooke). Among the many 
young men, aspiring brothers for 
the mission in Africa, received 
into the Society by Cyprien, two 
had a special destiny, Jean-Paul 
Laflamme and Albert Thévenot. 
They were later ordained priests in 
the discernment movement that 
followed Vatican II. Albert Théve-
not, after years in Africa and 
Rome, was appointed Bishop of 
Prince Albert in Saskatchewan. 
During the homily-testimony at 
the funeral, this is how John Paul 
remembered Cyprien Bouchard. 

Father," said Jesus, "I have 
given them your word, which is 
truth. Consecrate them with the 
truth. As you sent me into the 
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world, so I send them into the 
world. I do not pray only for them, 
but also for those who will believe 
in me because of their word. It was 
in the secret of his heart that Cy-
prian heard the Lord's call to go 
and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in Africa. After classical 
studies, which included Thomistic 
philosophy, Cyprian entered the 
White Fathers. Once ordained a 
priest, he fulfilled his desire to go 
"to Africa". He was appointed to 
the mission of Kigoma, in Tanza-
nia (then Tanganyika). But the 
Lord's ways are not our ways. For 
health reasons, after five years of 
mission, Cyprian had to return per-
manently to Canada. Cyprian's call 
was to remain a missionary to the 
African world, but elsewhere and 
differently. 

In 1964, Jean-Paul Laflamme 
continues, "I applied to join the 
White Fathers. I began my forma-
tion as a "brother" in Lennoxville 
where Cyprien was the director of 
" postulants". I discovered in him 
a very human person. He was con-
cerned to help us discern our 
missionary vocation. He was very 
demanding on the rule of life of 
the White Fathers, the rule of 
three, desired by the founder, Car-
dinal Lavigerie. Never alone to 
avoid loneliness. Rarely two so as 

not to give in to particular friend-
ships, and always three to witness 
to the unity of living together for 
the mission. We had not joined a 
sect. With Cyprian, each one kept 
his common sense, and through 
Ignatian discernment, each postu-
lant made his choice. Of the 16 
candidates in our group, only two 
of us finished the formation 
course. Both of us became priests. 
Albert Thévenot, now Bishop 
Emeritus of the Diocese of Prince 
Albert in Saskatchewan. And I did 
the mission in Burundi in a middle 
seminary and then in Congo, at 
Ruzizi, our M. Afr. formation 
house for candidates from Bu-
rundi, Rwanda and Congo. 

At the end of his life, as much 
as Cyprien was proud of Albert 
and me, I am proud today of our 
Congolese confrere Frédéric 
Kyombo (present at Cyprien Bou-
chard's funeral) whom I knew at 
the philosophy seminary at Ruzizi. 
Freddy now comes to Canada to 
take over the mission for the Afri-
can world. In a direct line, he is the 
fruit of the seed sown by Cyprien 
who would say of him: he is my 
spiritual grandson, in the gener-
ation following that of Albert and 
mine.
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The homily continues with 
these comments which character-
ise our confrere well: "Father Cy-
prien was a very supernatural man, 
warm, a good conversationalist, 
committed to the missionary 
cause. He was noticed as a 
missionary animator for the dio-
cese of Chicoutimi and chosen as 
the national director of the Pontifi-
cal Mission Societies for French-
speaking Canada. Cyprian was a 
perfectionist. Every mission had to 
be done right.  

Meeting with John Paul II 

On the occasion of a visit to 
Rome for a meeting of the Pontifi-
cal Mission Societies, Cyprian met 
the Pope. 

Cyprian seems to be giving a 
lesson to Pope John Paul II. The 
roles were reversed. Pope John 
Paul II tended to raise his finger! 
Here, St John Paul II is listening 
and it is Cyprian who is giving the 
lesson, with his finger raised be-
fore the Pope! 

A long missionary life... with 
continuous updating.  

His thinking 

In 1997, he wrote to his provin-
cial superior three pages on "The 
evolution of the concept of 
mission". Here is his introduction: 
"The evolution of my vision and 
practice of mission is linked to our 
activities and to the people I have 
worked with. They came from dif-

Jean-Paul II and Cyprien Bouchard
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ferent missionary backgrounds 
than I did. Like most of my gener-
ation, when I left the scholasticate, 
mission for me consisted in the 
planting of the Church in Africa 
against the backdrop of the idea 
that God wants the salvation of 
every person and that "outside the 
Church there is no salvation". The 
important value then was the ver-
bal announcement: 'Woe to me if I 
do not evangelise'. 

His conclusion: "Having 
rubbed shoulders with the propon-
ents of proclamation at all costs 
and those of dialogue, having 
heard those who are committed to 
liberation and those who insist on 
the message of salvation in Jesus 
Christ, how can unity be found in 
diversity? I think that I have an 
answer to my questions and my 
tears in the affirmation that the 
Kingdom is not the Church, that it 
overflows it. The Church is only 
the sacrament of the Kingdom 
(Vatican II). Her mission is to re-
veal the Father's love for the 
world. The missionary's first con-
cern is to make the Father's love 
known. This is why love becomes 

a prerequisite for all missionary 
activity. The love lived and re-
vealed through our encounters be-
comes the leaven of unity between 
the various activities of the 
missionaries. By making each per-
son grow, we dialogue with other 
religions and/or engage in the 
struggle for justice. In this way, the 
Church helps the whole of hu-
manity in its journey towards the 
Kingdom of God. The mission is 
unique. The ways to promote it are 
many". 

In this brief note, we have not 
tried to recall all that Cyprian did. 
We have tried to reiterate who he 
was. He lived his last years at the 
Résidence Cardinal-Vachon in 
Quebec City. After being hospital-
ized for a few days at the Saint-
Sacrement Hospital in Quebec 
City, he died there on October 10, 
2022. His funeral was celebrated 
on October 22 in the parish church 
of Petite-Rivière-Saint-François. 
His ashes were interred in the 
family plot of the parish in Petite-
Rivière-Saint-François. His spirit, 
in Eternal Life, remains with us. 

 

Julien Cormier 
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Jos was born into a large 
family in Melsbroek on 9 
March 1937. His father 

was known to be an exemplary 
teacher who also worked at the 
Savings Bank. He was also the 
first permanent deacon of the 
Archdiocese of Mechelen-Brus-
sels. Jos studied Greek and Latin 
humanities in Vilvoorde and 
joined the White Fathers in Boe-
chout in September 1957. He did 
his novitiate in Varsenare and the-
ology in Heverlee. He took his 
Oath on 28 June 1963 and was or-
dained a priest on 29 June 1964. 
Jos is remembered as an exemp-
lary, hard-working, scholastic, 
benevolent and serene man, some-
what reserved and shy. He had a 
strong temperament and was help-

ful and available to everyone. He 
was a loyal Scout who could be re-
lied upon.  

Mission in Mali 

After his pastoral formation in 
Mours, Jos set off for Mali in Ja-
nuary 1965. He was given juris-
diction at the end of July and 
became curate of Mandiakuy in 
the diocese of San. His parish 
priest was the only " bobo " priest 
at that time. The Muslim popu-
lation in Mali at that time was 
60%, but they did not have much 
influence in the diocese. Jos was 
appointed parish priest in 1971 
and became a member of the Prov-
incial Council the following year. 
"You could sense that he was very 
much at ease with the people; he 
listened much more than he spoke. 

Jos Verdeyen 
1937 - 2022 

Born in:
Melsbroek, Belgium 
on 09/03/1937

Sp. Year:
Varsenare, Belgium 
on 06/09/1959

Oath:
Heverlee, Belgium 
on 28/06/1963

Priesthood:
Heverlee, Belgium 
le 29/06/1964 

Died at:
Heverlee, Belgium 
on 15/10/2022
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He was able to build leaders in the 
neighbourhoods and villages with-
out noise or grand declarations," 
noted Father Paulin, the regional 
priest.  

Jos was appointed parish priest 
in Sokoura in early 1978. He was 
a very religious priest: "Jesus 
wants the missionary to be like a 
child in his environment, learn the 
people’s language, and immerse 
himself in the customs and culture 
of the place. This divine form of 
being present is an invitation to the 
missionary to be a friend like the 
little prince who became friends 
with the fox, become familiar and 
at ease with the people, and share 
in their lives by paying them little 
visits and accepting their invita-
tions while living as much as poss-
ible like them.  And he added: " A 
missionary must be able to express 
the reason for his presence when 
asked. He then concluded: " It is 
important not to embark on just 
anything, but as a community to 
choose the commitment that most 
clearly manifests Jesus' love for 
the poor, his preference for the 
little ones and the weak".  

Stay in Belgium and  
return to Mali. 

Jos would remain in Sokoura 
until June 1982, when he was ap-
pointed by the General Council to 

Belgium for missionary animation 
in Leuven. He was totally sur-
prised. He never felt that he was fit 
for the job, and it took him several 
months to accept this mission in a 
university environment. Although 
Leuven was an open house, Jos 
felt that it was like a "pigeonhole" 
with lots of movements but not 
much impact. His presence was 
nevertheless appreciated. He en-
joyed meeting people in parishes 
and schools. He willingly met with 
groups who wanted to learn about 
missions from him. He also took 
advantage of his free time to read 
seriously, as demonstrated by his 
knowledge of Emmanuel Levinas.  

He returned to the missions 
with his confrere Staf Campforts 
in September 1984. They went 
back to Mali through the desert in 
a Toyota 4x4 vehicle. Jos wrote a 
nice report about the 6,543 km-
long expeditions to Mandiakuy. 
When Mali was hit by a severe 
drought in 1985, the municipality 
of Melsbroek took several initiat-
ives to enable Jos to finance the 
digging of water wells. Jos would 
remain parish priest in Mandiakuy 
until 1992. In the meantime, he 
was re-elected as a member of the 
Regional Council.
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In 1988, the Church in Mali 
celebrated its centenary (the White 
Fathers were approaching 125 
years of presence). "We have 
spread the Good News, though not 
yet everywhere, and even here in 
the diocese of San, we have only 
managed to reach a third of the 
population. There are still two-
thirds to go".  

The Regional Father Villié 
noted: "He remained calm and un-
perturbed by unforeseen events. 
He seldom left his parish. He lived 
very close to the people in the vil-
lages. He was much appreciated 
by the priests and was really on the 
same level as them. 

In 1992, Jos was given a new 
appointment. He became a teacher 
and director of the Catechists 
Training Centre in Dobwo. He 
worked with diocesan priests for 
24 years, training prospective cat-
echists. His words set the tone, but 
his deeds were what made him 
stand out. Jos did both and worked 
intensely with his catechists, de-
spite the heat. In 1999, the Belgian 
province tried once more to con-
vince Jos to return to Belgium as 
superior of the community in 
Varsenare. But it was in vain. He 
told them that he would take his 
leave in 2000 "so that I could re-

turn to my family to whom I was 
given 35 years ago in the diocese 
of San in Mali".  

Return to Belgium 

Jos had no access to the inter-
net, nor did his confreres’ diocesan 
priests. He only had a mobile 
phone. The Regional noticed that 
Jos was suffering more and more 
from the heat wave, which ex-
plained the final decision to ap-
point him to Belgium.  

Jos arrived in Belgium at the 
end of July 2016. It had been 
planned that he would be in - 
charge of the residential and nurs-
ing home Saint-Joseph in Evere. 
However, his health did not allow 
him to take on that responsibility 
when he arrived. Jos remained a 
reserved and discreet confrere in 
the community. He never raised 
his voice and would often think 
nothing of it. His health had 
slowly deteriorated over the past 
year. He died on 15 October 2022. 

The funeral took place on 24 
October in the chapel of the 
M.R.S. St. Joseph, followed by 
burial in our cemetery in Varse-
nare. 

 

Jef Vleugels
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Gérard was born in Nar-
bonne on 7 January 
1933. He was the 

eighth child in a strong Christian 
family with several uncles and 
friends, priests and religious: two 
of his brothers were diocesan 
priests, and another was a Chris-
tian School Brother.  Gérard was 
introduced to family prayer from 
childhood. His parents were in-
volved in parish life, with his 
mother as the director of parish 
works. His father was an em-
ployee of the Banque de France 
but was transferred to Sète. It was 
in Sète that Gérard started his edu-
cation, before going to the Marists 
in Toulon, and then the minor sem-
inary of Saint-Roch in Celleneuve 
(Hérault). It was from there that he 

applied for admission to our sem-
inary in Kerlois in 1950.  

Gérard, with his southern tem-
perament, cheerful, joking and 
deadpan, was attached to his voca-
tion and was generous and docile. 
He was a sensitive man who loved 
music (organ) and singing. He was 
well accepted by all and had no 
difficulty in asking to continue his 
formation in the Society. He later 
proceeded to Maison Carrée, 
where he received the habit on 25 
September 1953. There too, his 
sound education, delicacy and the 
ease with which he lived in com-
munity were noticed. The novice 
master emphasised his solid piety, 
generosity and his efforts to over-
come his natural indolence. He felt 
that Gerard had "a set of qualities 

Gérard Guirauden 
1933 - 2022

Born in:
Narbonne, France 
on 07/01/1933

Sp. Year:
Maison-Carré, Algeria 
on 25/09/1953

Oath:
Carthage, Tunisia 
on 26/06/1959

Priesthood:
Le Poujol-sur-Orb, France 
on 30/01/1960 

Died at:
Aressy, France 
on 09/11/2022
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that give us hope that he will be-
come a good White Father". Thus 
he crossed the Algerian-Tunisian 
border to join the scholasticate of 
Thibar, where he began his theo-
logical formation. By the end of 
one year, he had completed two 
years of military service in Sfax. 
He returned to Thibar for two 
years in 1957, before completing 
his theological formation and 
spending a year in Carthage. Al-
though he was more practical than 
intellectual, he made the most of 
his formation. His emotional and 
artistic nature made him love the 
liturgy. However, he had both feet 
on the ground and took part in 
community activities, and his 
southern wit and good humour 
were appreciated. He took his 
missionary oath on 26 June 1959 
and was ordained a priest on 30 
February 1960 in his parents' vil-
lage of Poujol-sur-Orb (Hérault). 
He was ready for the mission! 

In Malawi  

He was appointed to Nyassa-
land, which later became Malawi, 
in the prefecture of Nyassa North, 
the future diocese of Mzuzu. He 
began his missionary life at the 
Katete Language Centre where he 
learned Citumbuka under the gui-
dance of Father Jan van de Pol.  It 

was his first time in an English-
speaking environment, but he did 
not seem to mind too much and 
was very happy with this first Af-
rican experience. He took his first 
steps as a missionary some months 
later in the parish of LLuangwa 
where he stayed for a year before 
being appointed to Kaseye, for 
another year, then back to Katete 
for three years. It was still a young 
mission where there was much 
work to be done. He was generous 
with his time, especially with the 
liturgy. The confreres and people 
appreciated his jovial tempera-
ment and his availability. it was 
time for his first home leave after 
six years in 1967, and Gérard took 
advantage of it to participate in the 
Great Exercises at Villa Cavaletti. 
He then returned to Malawi for a 
second term which he spent as su-
perior of the mission of Kaseye in 
the north of the diocese. 

Toulouse and return to Malawi 

After being a priest for twelve 
years, Gérard felt the need to take 
a sabbatical year. He landed in 
Paris, where he attended the ISTR 
and had a good retreat in Manrese 
with Father Laplace. He was then 
placed at the disposal of the 
French province, which appointed 
him to Toulouse for missionary 
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animation in the southwest of the 
country. His sense of contact, pro-
found attachment to Christ, 
missionary experience and natural 
eloquence was wonderful. He ac-
quired good expertise in audiovis-
ual and communication media. He 
took part in many pastoral activ-
ities, which opened new horizons 
for him. Gerard asked himself 
many questions, which helped him 
to mature during his years in 
France. He would go so far as to 
say that he had both a teenage cri-
sis and a 40-year crisis during his 
years in Toulouse!  

When he returned to Malawi in 
1979, he did not intend to continue 
the pastoral work he had known in 
the past, but to bring with him all 
that he had learned in France. He 
returned to his former missions, 
first to Lunyangwa, then Kaseye, 
a very isolated mission in the north 
of the diocese, 350 km from the 
cathedral, on the border with Tan-
zania. There were 46 Christian 
communities and it required three 
months to cover all of them. There 
were several languages. Gerard 
loved the visits and appreciated 
the welcome the people gave him. 
He felt fulfilled and considered 
himself to be in paradise. He was 
awarded the medal of the Order of 
National Merit on the occasion of 

his priestly jubilee. 

After his leave of absence in 
1989, Gerard was appointed to 
Nkhata Bay, on the shore of Lake 
Malawi. He was now in Tonga. He 
had to learn a new language and 
understand the new culture and 
family structure. However, having 
been born by the sea, he was 
happy by the lake! He spent a lot 
of time helping people to build 
chapels. The years went by and 
Gérard was appointed parish priest 
of Rumphi, while looking after the 
formation house for our candi-
dates. 

Tanzania and France 

More and more Malawians feel 
called to join the Missionaries of 
Africa and were sent to the first 
cycle in Tanzania. The staff of the 
house therefore felt the need to 
have a formator from Malawi... 
and the lot fell on Gérard to join 
the Saint Mbaaga Centre in 
Arusha. He assumed his position 
as a formator and taught liturgy. 
He said he "enjoyed himself im-
mensely with these thirty-five 
young people" whom he liked and 
who also returned the gesture. Gé-
rard, who was the only French-
speaking priest in Arusha, met 
many Rwandans who were being 
prosecuted by the International 
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Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. He 
animated liturgies and reflection 
sessions and created a small li-
brary in French for them. Gérard 
was appointed to France in 2001. 
It was a difficult start because, ac-
cording to him, he "loved this 
formation work as I have never 
loved any other work before". 

He was appointed to Paris, to 
the community on the rue du Prin-
temps as editor of the magazine 
'Voix d'Afrique'. It was a new step. 
However, Gérard was interested in 
many things and enjoyed writing. 
He put his heart into his work in an 
effort to revamp the magazine, 
avoiding the usual general articles 
on Africa that you find every-
where. He focused on interview-
ing visiting confreres, 
concentrating on their person-
alities and what made them tick, 
rather than on their latest construc-
tion or borehole. He got them to 
talk about the history of their voca-
tion and their missionary life, 
thereby personalising the articles. 
He had a nice community where 
he felt comfortable and where his 

cheerfulness and missionary spirit 
were much appreciated. 

In 2008, he was appointed to 
Mours where he stayed for only 
two years before settling perma-
nently in Billère. There again, his 
cheerfulness stood out. He was a 
cheerful, happy person, close to 
everyone and greeted everyone 
(confreres and staff) by name. He 
was loved by all. When his health 
declined and he became more de-
pendent, he humbly accepted his 
new situation, even when his 
speech became more difficult. As 
long as he could, he participated in 
the community Eucharist using a 
wheelchair. 

Finally, Gérard came to the end 
of his good life at the clinic in Ar-
essy. He could no longer speak 
during his last days and was con-
tent to look and smile. He died on 
9 November 2022. His family, to 
whom he was very attached, ac-
companied him closely; nephews 
and nieces, as well as old friends, 
came for his funeral, celebrated in 
Billère on 15 November. 

 

François Richard 
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Pierre left us a few days 
before his 90th birthday. 
He was born in Mul-

house on 2 December 1932. His 
father, Alfred Féderlé, was a rail-
way worker who died in 1942; 
Pierre and his two brothers were 
therefore brought up by his mother 
Jeanne Rieth. Since his mother 
tongue was Alsatian, he began his 
primary school education in Ger-
man; it was only after the return of 
Alsace to France that he switched 
to French school. He felt the call 
to a missionary vocation after 
seeing a missionary film about 
Rwanda and so left his mother's 
house for the minor seminary of 
Père Blanc in Altkirch, and then to 
the seminary of Bonnelles, south 
of Paris, where he finished his se-
condary studies. 

He was then 20 years old when 
he entered our philosophy semi-
nary in Kerlois. His physical 
strength was already noticeable, as 
were his intellectual faculties, his 
attachment to his vocation and his 
readiness to live in community. He 
then did his novitiate at Maison 
Carrée where he proved to be a ge-
nerous, enthusiastic and frank can-
didate who showed constant 
energy in pursuing his vocation. 
The novice master saw in him an 
'excellent candidate who would 
make an excellent White Father'. 
He began his theology studies the 
following year at the English-
speaking scholasticate in s'Heeren-
berg, the Netherlands. He 
interrupted his training to do his 
military service, first in Sarre-
bourg, then in Tebessa. There too, 

Pierre Féderlé 
1932 - 2022 

Born in:
Mulhouse, France 
on 02/12/1932

Sp. Year:
Maison-Carré, Algeria 
on 28/08/1954

Oath:
Totteridge, England 
on 13/07/1960

Priesthood:
Brunstatt, France 
on 03/02/1961 

Died at:
St-Martin du Tertre, France 
on 21/11/2022
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the chaplains saw in him ' a va-
luable element always ready to 
serve’. The English-speaking 
scholasticate was moved to Totte-
ridge, in North London, in 1958. It 
was there that Peter completed his 
theological formation. He develo-
ped a passion for Scripture and for 
rugby which became the two great 
loves of his life. Always simple 
and joyful, popular in the commu-
nity,  bubbling with vitality and 
worked hard to prepare for the 
missionary oath he took on 13 July 
1960 and the priestly ordination he 
received on 3 February 1961. He 
volunteered to work in Northern 
Rhodesia (now Zambia). 

However, he was appointed to 
the Biblical Institute in Rome for 
a degree in Sacred Scripture. The 
Second Vatican Council was ta-
king place at the same time, and 
Pierre followed its development 
with enthusiasm. He returned to 
Totteridge in 1965 as a formator 
and teacher. He spent eight years 
there communicating his love of 
the Scriptures to the students. 
They are still grateful to him. They 
also remember how Pierre would 
start his lessons by telling jokes 
and how often, on Mondays, he 
would come into the classroom 
limping or with a few bruises from 
his commitments to the London 

French rugby team of which he 
was captain. Pierre was not only 
an intellectual, and a spiritual one; 
he was a complete man who en-
joyed life in all its aspects.  

In Malawi 

In 1974, Pierre, who was in his 
late forties, was appointed to Ma-
lawi, first to Lilongwe, where he 
learned the Chichewa language 
and began his missionary life in a 
Lilongwe parish. He would later 
speak with emotion about the two 
years he spent in a poor district of 
the capital, among the workers, the 
beggars and the children. He was 
close to all of them, he listened 
and tried to understand. Slowly he 
perfected the language and tried to 
penetrate the new culture. But it 
was when he was really comfor-
table in the missionary life that he 
was asked to undertake a new res-
ponsibility: he returned to teaching 
at the major seminaries of Zomba 
and Kachebere. In addition to tea-
ching, he took on the duties of rec-
tor and bursar. He did this with his 
usual ardour and generosity, while 
at the same time also spending his 
energy on the rugby field, to the 
point of joining the Malawi natio-
nal team, the 'Leopards', and 
playing a few international 
matches, which would remain his 
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glory for the rest of his life!    

But a new match awaited him, 
this time in Strasbourg where he 
became the leader of the vocatio-
nal and missionary animation 
community. For five years, he tra-
velled the roads of Alsace and Eas-
tern France, bearing witness to his 
love for the mission and calling 
young people to follow Jesus. 
Pierre worked hard and was appre-
ciated by all. He was nevertheless 
happy to go back to Malawi. But 
it would only be for a very short 
time because he was found to have 
skin cancer and had to return to 
Strasbourg for treatment.  

In France 

The diagnosis was bad: a tu-
mour had developed behind his 
left ear. He was given six weeks to 
live but It would take more than 
that to discourage Pierre, who 
made a bet with the doctor that he 
would offer him a bottle of Ge-
wurztraminer the following year. 
It was a way of the cross that he 
faced with his willpower and his 
fighting spirit. He did not want to 
lose this match and he took his ill-
ness by the horns, undergoing va-
rious treatments, chemotherapy 
and operations in France and Ger-
many. The progress was slow but 
real, and Pierre regained his 

health. But he would suffer from 
the after-effects on his hearing for 
the rest of his life.  

He then headed for Toulouse, 
where he took charge of the library 
of the Centre d'Etudes Africaines 
of the Institut Catholique. He was 
a member of our community in the 
rue Ringaud where he did not he-
sitate to help the confreres with 
missionary animation. He also ac-
cepted the responsibility of the 
editor of the review "Se Compren-
dre", aimed at facilitating the Isla-
mic-Christian encounter. He had 
never worked in this field, but he 
accepted this challenge. He found 
competent authors and took care 
of the publication and subscrip-
tions.  

In Rome 

In 1996 Pierre packed his bags 
again, this time to Rome, where he 
was entrusted with the task of edi-
ting the Petit Echo. It was an im-
portant task. He had to look for the 
topics and authors. He also had to 
master the layout and editing. 
Pierre enjoyed the contact with the 
various sectors of the Society. He 
highlighted the many ways of 
being a missionary. As usual, he 
never took himself too seriously 
and each issue of the magazine in-
cluded a page with jokes. He knew 
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how to communicate his joy of li-
ving in the community. He was al-
ways available for many services 
such as nursing, trips to the airport, 
or helping the students with their 
various assignments. He also liked 
to share his love for the Bible du-
ring various activities, recollec-
tions or retreats... It was with 
regret that the confreres of the Ge-
neralate saw him leave in 2003.  

Although Pierre was 70 years 
old, he did not yet feel the need to 
rest. He was appointed to Paris, to 
the community on rue Roger Ver-
lomme. The Provincial asked him 
to accompany and develop the 
group of lay people of the 'Frater-
nité Notre-Dame d'Afrique' as well 
as be in charge of the library, the 
German column of the magazine 
'Voix d'Afrique' and the mainte-
nance of contacts with the AAPB 
in Alsace-Loraine. But that was 
not enough for him and he spent 
his time in many ways: sending 
books to Africa, animating re-

treats, accompanying a group of 
Equipes Notre-Dame, accompa-
nying Bible study groups, and ta-
king a full part in the life of the 
community, even if he was increa-
singly absent, constantly visiting 
different places! 

In 2016, Pierre was appointed 
to Mours. It would be his last 
community. He became increasin-
gly tired over the last few months, 
to the point where he had to be 
hospitalised in Beaumont-sur-
Oise, before being taken to the 
Centre Hospitalier de Carnelle in 
Saint-Martin du Tertre, where he 
died on 21 November 2022. The 
funeral took place in our chapel in 
Mours in the presence of confreres 
from the region, family members 
and several friends. He was buried 
in our cemetery in Beaumont-sur-
Oise. 

 

François Richard 
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Piet was born on 25 May 
1926 in Antwerp. He 
studied Greek and Latin 

humanities at St. Francis Xavier 
College in Borgerhout. Although 
he did not obtain his secondary 
school diploma, since he did not 
pass his Greek exam, he refused to 
repeat the course.  He did not want 
to delay his vocation as a mission-
ary. He admitted that he was still 
frustrated by it. He entered the 
philosophy house of the White 
Fathers in Boechout in September 
1946. He did his novitiate in 
Varsenare and studied theology in 
Heverlee. Piet took his oath in He-
verlee on 19 July 1952 and was or-
dained a priest on 5 April 1953. 
Piet was known for his supernatu-
ral spirit, energy, zeal and gener-

osity during his formation. He had 
a balanced temperament; he was a 
happy person. His simplicity was 
appreciated; he was also a good or-
ganizer. Already at that time, there 
was talk that he would be a very 
good bursar... 

Burundi, Rwanda, Burundi 

He attended the University of 
Leuven as an alternative to his 
military service. Piet took a Sobe-
lair flight at the end of 1953 and 
flew to Burundi. He was sent to 
Rushubi, in the diocese of Gitega, 
where he learned Kirundi before 
he became curate in Mpinga. “My 
first years of the mission were not 
easy,” he wrote. Learning the lan-
guage required much effort. In 
September 1956, Piet replaced the 

Piet Arts 
1926 - 2022

Born in
Anvers, Belgium 
on 25/05/1926

Sp. Year:
Varsenare, Belgium 
on 22/09/1948

Oath:
Heverlee, Belgium 
on 19/07/1952

Priesthood:
Heverlee, Belgium 
on 05/04/1953 

Died at:
Varsenare, Belgium 
on 17/10/2022
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director of the only art school in 
the country, the ‘Giheta Ceramic 
School’ and was later appointed 
curate in Kiganda. In January 
1959, Bishop Ntuyahaga of Bu-
jumbura asked him to open a new 
mission in Mananira. He took ad-
vantage of his first home leave in 
1961 and attended the great retreat 
at Villa Cavaletti. Just before the 
end of the retreat, he was asked to 
replace the bursar of the Major 
Seminary of Nyakibanda 
(Rwanda). This was a great experi-
ence for him. At the end of the 
school year, the bishop of Bujum-
bura called him back and ap-
pointed him as chancellor and 
secretary. He would remain in this 
position for twelve years. “It was 
a very beautiful time, very rich in 
human relations,” he would say 
later. He was also chaplain to the 
Poor Clares and the hospital.  

Belgium, Burundi, Italy, Belgium 

While on holiday in Belgium in 
1976, he suffered a herniated disc 
which forced him to use a plaster 
cast for seven weeks. And when he 
had recovered, he was appointed 
bursar of the White Fathers’ com-
munity in Keizerstraat, Antwerp, 
where he would remain for several 
years. It was there that he was in-
troduced to the Charismatic Re-

newal, which he considered a great 
grace. In September 1979, he at-
tended the retreat in Jerusalem. On 
his return to Belgium, Bishop 
Ntuyahaga asked him to become 
the bursar of the Major Seminary 
of Bujumbura. A position that kept 
for three years. After his leave, 
Piet became superior of PAR, the 
procure in Bujumbura. Having 
spent so many years in Bujum-
bura, Piet knew many people and 
was very much appreciated there. 
However, like many other con-
freres, he was expelled from the 
country in 1987.  

Upon returning to Belgium, 
Rome appointed him the bursar at 
PISAI. He described them as 
“wonderful years”, “a gift from 
heaven”. He had great responsibil-
ities there: he managed a large 
budget and a huge building and 
was in charge of the teachers, the 
students and the visitors. He also 
supervised the staff, was respon-
sible for procurement and ensured 
that there was a good work spirit 
in the house. He was truly like a 
foster father to all those entrusted 
to him. The encounter with the 
Muslim world was a new experi-
ence for him. After six years of 
service, he told the Belgian prov-
incial who asked him to return 
home: “I have never asked for 
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anything in my life, and I have al-
ways been very happy; I have 
never refused anything either. 
Thus, Piet was appointed superior 
of the Keizerstraat community. He 
was also a member of the Provin-
cial Council for several years.  

After six years in Antwerp, he 
wrote: “I was very happy there as 
I was everywhere else. When the 
Provincial asked me what I 
wanted. I said that I would like to 
go to Varsenare, where I could still 
be useful. Thus, Piet moved to 
Varsenare Castle in July 1999. He 
participated again in the session 
for the over 70s in Rome in Sep-
tember of same year. Piet con-
tinued to be the cheerful and 
helpful confrere he had always 

been. He was sacristan for many 
years. In February 2015, he was 
hospitalized for week. He became 
a little confused and judged it was 
time to move to a room in Avon-
drust. It was there that he breathed 
his last on a Monday morning, 17 
October 2022. The funeral took 
place on 21 October in our chapel, 
followed by burial in our cem-
etery. 

He wrote recently: “I cannot 
thank the Lord enough for all the 
good and beautiful things he has 
given me. I am the happiest man 
in the world. Did I deserve it? No, 
I don’t; I believe His love is the 
only explanation. 

Jef Vleugels 
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Cardinal Richard Kuuia Baawobr of the diocese of Wa, Ghana, 
who died in Rome, Italy, on the 27th of November 2022, at the age of 
63 of which 35 years of missionary life in R.D. Congo, Italy, Tanzania 
and Ghana. 

Father François Marc of the diocese of Bruges, Belgium, who died 
in Bruges, Belgium, on the 06th of December 2022 at the age of 76 of 
which 51 years of missionary life in Rwanda, and in Belgium. 

Father Francis Leduc of the diocese of Lille, France, who died in 
Bry-sur-Marne, France, on the 09th of December 2022, at the age of 86 
of which 59 years of missionary life in Burkina Faso, Italy, Lebanon 
and France. 

Father Maurice Dugay of the diocese of Clermont-Ferrand, France, 
who died in Billère, France, on the 12th of December 2022, at the age 
of 80 of which 53 years of missionary life in Mali and France. 

Father Jean-Claude Baratte of the diocese of Lille, France, who 
died in Bry-sur-Marne, France, on the 22nd of December 2022, at the 
age of 91 of with 66 years of missionary life in R.D. Congo and in 
France. 

Missionaries of Africa
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Sr Christiane Simon (Stanislas-Marie). She died in Evere, Bel-
gium, on the 14th of November 2022, at the age of 88 with 64 years of 
missionary religious life in R.D. Congo and in Belgium. 

Sr Theresia Brattinga (Dora). She died in Boxtel, The Netherlands, 
on 18th of November 2022, at the age of 87 of which 67 years of mis-
sionary religious life in D.R. Congo and in The Netherlands. 

Sr. Huguette Guay (Denisia). She died in Beauport, Canada, on the 
6th of December 2022, at the age of 90 of which 65 years of missionary 
religious life in Ghana, Kenya and Canada. 

Sr Madeleine Bouvy (Myriam-Henri). She died in Evere Campus 
Eureka, Belgium, on 11 December 2022 at the age of 93 of which 66 
years of missionary religious life in Algeria, Mauritania and Belgium. 

Sr Marthe Tremblay (Marie du Bon Secours). She died in Mon-
treal, Canada, on the 17th of December 2022, at the age of 91 of which 
70 years of missionary religious life in Zambia and Malawi. 

Sr. Rina Boonen (Catharina). She died in Hasselt, Belgium, on the 
29th of December 2022, at the age of 86 of which 62 years of missionary 
religious life. 

Sr Katherina Kost (Giselmara). Entered life in Trier, Germany, on 
29 December 2022 at the age of 91 with 66 years of religious missionary 
life in Uganda and Germany. 

Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa
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