
1889: Lavigerie writes to Leopold II, King of the 
Belgians, about the slavery of Africans. 

 

Letter to Father Louail (8th November 1882) 

 

My dear Son, 

As you begin your stay in Lille, I want to outline 
once more the program that has been laid down for 
you and which you are to follow in your house. You 
must, therefore: 

1) Supervise properly the young Arabs who are 
following classes in medicine. The goal to achieve 
with them is to see that they do not do anything stu-
pid and that they work hard. But do not supervise 
these young people in a way which annoys them as 
you might with school children. 

2) The main purpose of your house is that it 
should become a third postulancy for the minor sem-
inary. By means of circulars like those used at Saint 
Laurent d’Olt, you must therefore make known this 
purpose to the two dioceses of Arras and Cambrai as 
well as those in Belgium. Please send me the draft of 
what you prepare, before having them printed and 
distributed. 

The rule to follow is exactly the same as that in 
use at the minor seminary at Saint-Eugène which you 
must keep with you. If you do not have a copy of 
this, ask Father Lechaptois at Saint-Eugène for one 
immediately. 

3) No less a purpose for your house and the 
reason it was situated in the midst of wealthy Chris-
tian areas is that it should raise funds, not only for 
your children but also for the three other minor sem-
inaries of Saint-Eugène, Saint-Laurent and Malta. For 
this, it will be necessary that one of you makes ap-
peals throughout the whole year, either in the dio-
ceses of Cambrai and Arras or in those in Belgium. 
This could be done by each member of the communi-
ty taking turns. In Cambrai you won’t have any diffi-
culty since you are in that diocese. In Arras, Bishop 
Meignan has promised to do his best to support you. 

You must go to see him on my behalf, sometime af-
ter his installation, and thank him and ask him simply 
to sign a celebret for you giving permission for you 
to preach in his diocese. In Belgium, profit from the 
presence of Father Vynke, while you have him, to 
prepare the way for you. 

These collections could be made in three ways: 
adoption for one year, subscriptions, and sermons 
followed by collections. The amount you must raise 
should be one hundred thousand francs per year to 
meet current needs and to enable further develop-
ment at Saint-Eugène. This may seem a huge sum in 
itself, but for the dioceses I have mentioned this is 
nothing and given your zeal and your skill it’s even 
less, if that is possible. 

However, my dear Son, I am not committing 
myself to burden you with too much for you to do 
yourself. On the contrary, be on your guard as much 
as you can and implore the help of Our Lord and Our 
Lady of Africa. With their help, you can do every-
thing. 

Farewell, my dear Son. During this first year, I 
should like to receive a letter from you from time to 
time to know how you are doing.  
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