A YEAR WITH CARDINAL CHARLES MARTIAL LAVIGERIE
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1872: Lavigerie thanks the Fathers of Lyon. Fr. Char-
metant becomes Superior of the minor seminary.

1874: Lavigerie sent Brother Marie to Spain to buy
mules for the Maison Carrée agricultural operation.

1879: Father Richard brought the remains of the 3
missionaries massacred at EI-Meksa to Laghouat.

Letter to the Holy Father to request the approval of
the Society (8th January 1878)

Most Holy Father,

Humbly prostrate at the feet of Your Holiness, the
Superior General, the Assistants and the Members of
Council of the Society of Missionaries of Our Lady of
the Missions of Africa, come to present the Constitu-
tions and Rules of their little Society.

Founded ten years ago in 1868 by His Grace Lavi-
gerie, Archbishop of Algiers, this little Society re-
ceived particular signs of the goodness of God in its
very growth. The number of its members, including
those who are in the Little Novitiate and in the Apos-
tolic School, already amount to almost two hundred,
of whom sixty-eight are priests, thirty-six are Lower
Orders, fifteen others have taken their commitment
as Brother Catechists, and the remainder are prepar-
ing by study to follow the same path.

The Society of Missionaries comprises eighteen dis-
tinct establishments of which eleven are in the Arch-
diocese of Algiers, three in Constantine, two in the
Sahara or at Tunis and a little native novitiate in
France, in the Diocese of Rodez. From the temporal
point of view, His Grace the Archbishop of Algiers
greatly endowed it with landed property, which al-
ready brings in a part of what it needs, and the re-
mainder is provided by Charity, so much so that it
does not and has never had any debt.

Most Holy Father, it only lacks your paternal blessing
and the approval of Your Holiness. It knows, indeed,

that whoever does not harvest under your direction
and your sacred authority sees the fruit of its harvest
lost; it only aspires for the moment when it will be
completely in the hands of the Holy See.

Among the rules that we owe to our Father and
Founder is this one: ‘We will never have, in matters
of doctrine, other rules than the decisions and indica-
tions of the Holy Apostolic See and we will consider
submission and dedication to the Holy see as the
prime glory and proper character of this little Socie-
ty.’

This Rule to which we adhere from the bottom of
our hearts, we wish to keep, especially when it is a
matter for our Constitutions and Laws that direct our
works and our lives as a whole. We come, Most Holy
Father, to submit them to your exalted authority and
to this higher wisdom, which the Holy Spirit illumi-
nates with his light. They are at your feet; may Your
Holiness decide on them, as Your Holiness would
judge acceptable. We will receive everything with
the most perfect obedience, as coming from God
himself.

May Your Holiness only consent to support us by
your prayers and by your paternal blessing. Nothing
will seem difficult to those who have the honour to
say of themselves that they are yours, as they kiss
your sacred feet, Most Holy Father, your most hum-
ble and most obedient sons and servants.
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