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1876: The inhabitants of Metlili ask the missionaries
not to continue their journey to Timbuktu. The local
chief demands that they sign a statement that they
have been warned.

Letter to Father Charmetant (14th January 1882)

My dear friend,

Enclosed you will find my request to the (Euvre Ap-
ostolique. | do not have the address of its secretary,
whom | saw at Rue Oudinot and whom you know.
Please send him my letter. | am assured that two
other similar organisations are still operating, one in
Lyons and the other in Belgium, but | know neither
their exact address nor even their names! Please
send it on to these also. When you receive this letter,
you will no doubt have already learnt of our most
recent and cruel ordeal. Fathers Richard, Pouplard
and Morat have been massacred in the Sahara. They
deliberately disobeyed me by setting out from
Ghadameés for Ghat which, at the time, was totally
imprudent. The three other Fathers in Ghadames are
equally threatened with death if they leave the
town.

Circular letter to the Missionaries
(14th January 1882)

My dear Sons,

| informed you by telegraph of our new and bitter
trial. Fathers Richard, Morat and Pouplard have shed
their blood for those poor people for whom they
had made themselves Apostles and on whom they
had already showered their blessings 2. The bitter-
ness and the glory of their death was in no way lack-
ing, just as the generosity they showed in devoting
themselves to such a difficult and dangerous Mis-
sion.

It was the Touaregs, those same Touaregs who had
spilled the blood of our first three martyrs, Fathers
Paulmier, Ménoret and Bouchand, who spilled the
blood of their brothers. They massacred them most
brutally scarcely a day after they had left Ghadames.
As soon as | have received the account of their
blessed death which the Missionaries of Tripolitania
are sending me, | shall share this with you. But what
more could be said other than these simple words -

that they died for the love of their God and for the
love of their brothers. Three of the murderers have
been arrested by the Turkish pasha of Tripolitania
and our representative in that jurisdiction has al-
ready offered to vigorously pursue the punishment
of their crime 3. In your name and in mine, my dear
Sons, | have begged him to spare these poor wretch-
es, not wishing to exact, regarding these criminals,
any vengeance other than that of dedicating our-
selves even more, if that is possible, to taking these
people away from such barbarity 4. | am sure you
will approve of this feeling, which is that of the Mas-
ter of us all, pardoning his executioners while hang-
ing on the cross, and that which our three victims are
experiencing now in Heaven, we can be sure,
through their heroic charity.

Let us therefore allow things to take their course,
continuing to ask for no protection in the African
interior other than God’s and wishing to cause no
bother of any kind to France 5 at a time and in a
country in which she has already so much to con-
front. With this same feeling, my dear Sons, | repeat
to all of you the advice to be prudent which | have
already given you so many times. Of course, | admire
the generous self-sacrifice of our three martyrs. |
admire it all the more so in these present times and
with all the wild over-excitement of Muslim fanati-
cism the effects of which are being felt from the bor-
ders of Morocco to those of Egypt. Indeed, to take a
route through Touareg country to travel to Ghat was
to run headlong into certain disaster. But you know
Our Lord’s express recommendations. Even though
He announces that his disciples will face persecu-
tions, He advises them to flee when dangers threat-
en and not to on go ahead of him. In the history of
the Church, there are certainly famous examples of
that heroic generosity which seeks the opportunity
to give to God this supreme sign of love. But there
are others, which are just as famous, which teach us
a different lesson and they are backed up by the
Lord’s own words.
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