
er his living expenses, and, in addition, I give him fifty 
francs per month which I just supplemented by giv-
ing him his first set of clothes and a complete doc-
tor’s outfit. On his part, he has guarantee that he will 
visit the sick completely free of charge. He must not 
receive any fees from any of them. 

As for the young people who will keep on arriving 
from Lille one after the other, I think it would be best 
to spread them out into the different mission posts 
where their presence would be most useful, as in 
Kabylia, at Les Attafs, or elsewhere. They will need 
to be given a similar situation like the one Frédéric 
enjoys at Saint-Louis, except that they could ask a 
fee of their patients in the nearby European villages, 
so as to gradually build up clientele and make a living 
and relieve the house of having to maintain them. 

In fact, I have been told that, at Djemâa-Sahridj, 
there are no doctors in the neighbouring villages, 
either French or Kabyle. I am also told that several 
qualified Arab doctors have practices with patients 
on the plain. So this is a matter the Council should 
study very carefully. 

Considering your present lack of funds, due to your 
foolhardy spending, I am happy to cover the cost of 
these little experiences, namely, to pay the salaries 
and meet the cost of outfits and the first sets of 
clothes for these young doctors. While I am speaking 
of these material matters, I would add that, from the 
moral and spiritual point of view, it is necessary to 
provide some firm rules for these young Arab doc-
tors: 

1) You must not let them away with anything regard-
ing morals. You must encourage them to marry to 
our advantage, even Muslims, as long as they are 
free with regard to their families ; 

2)  They must not display their Christianity. Frédéric 
has told no-one here that he is a Catholic. He has on-
ly his name of Muhammad bin Ahmad. The ultimate 
success of the ministry of these young men depends 
on this precaution. Say this and order it to the Fa-
thers in the mission posts where they will go.  

1860: Lavigerie signs a petition asking Pope Pius IX to 
abandon the claim of certain territories in order to 
strengthen the unity of the populations of Italy. 

1864: Lavigerie founds the student chaplaincy 
(Student House) in Nancy. 

1875: Oath of the Brothers Jérôme, Max, Laurent in 
the Attafs 

 

Letter to the Superior General concerning  
catechist-doctors (5th January 1884) 

 

Dear Father, 

I begin by thanking the Council and you for your New 
Year greetings. I have already sent you mine with my 
fatherly blessing; I send them to you again today 
from the bottom of my heart, asking Our Lord to 
keep you under the protection of his sacred Holy 
Name. You will have heard, no doubt, that I am sick 
again; seemingly, it is a different kind of crisis from 
the ones I have had for the past six months, but I 
think that basically they are all linked. On 1st January, 
I was quite well and could go and preside at the offi-
cial receptions and make my visits, all without get-
ting too tired. Today I find I am worse; in all this, 
there is only one thing I can do and that is to resign 
myself to the most holy and merciful will of God and 
to seek to derive some benefit from it for the atone-
ment of my sins. 

As for your Council held on 23rd December 1883, the 
only one whose minutes I have to hand at present, I 
approve all you decided then. I should like to exam-
ine more closely the rule of the auxiliaries which I 
have just received. Only then will I let you know my 
views on the matter. 

Father Louail has just telegraphed me to say that 
another young native has succeeded in becoming a 
doctor in Lille and he is asking me if he must send 
him to Tunis, where he has already sent Frédéric. I 
am answering him that at present we do not need 
more Arab doctors in Tunisia and that these young 
doctors should go to Maison-Carrée and put them-
selves at your disposal and that of the Council. 

This is what we have done with Frédéric here: I have 
sent him to Saint Louis, to Father Delattre’s commu-
nity where he is responsible for caring for the sick 
who come to the house and for those in the villages 
of Sidi Bou Saïd, La Marsa, Sidi Daoud, La Malga and 
Douar es-Schott, where he sees them at home. I cov-
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