
None of our missionaries has been killed. At the mo-
ment they are on the other side of the lake, in 
Bukumbi, still in the Nyanza mission, together with 
Mgr Livinhac, their Apostolic Vicar. I do not know 
what the Good Lord has in store for them, but I 
know them well enough to be sure that they will [be 
ready to] be martyrs to the very last one, by the 
grace of God. 

Moreover, at the same time that you receive this let-
ter, or almost, you will receive the issue of the Anti-
slavery journal which will provide you with details of 
how I think and what I believe would be possible to 
attempt at this time. Please give this issue to Cardi-
nal Simeoni. It will be easy for you to appreciate how 
deeply affected your whole Congregation and I my-
self are by such a serious event. But at least we have 
not had the sorrow of a single apostate, not even 
among the Blacks. Let us not lose courage. 

I have received all your different letters and your ac-
counts. I received today in Algiers your last letter in 
which you speak to me about the gifts of linen and 
of vestments for the missions and for Carthage. 
Send the first to Maison Carrée and the others to Mr 
Tournier in La Goulette. It is true that Mr Tournier is 
coming to Algiers where he will find me, and from 
there he will go on to Biskra, so it would be better to 
send [these goods] to Mr tournier, Vicar General, or 
if he is absent to the address of Fr Delattre by tele-
gram. 

Letter to the Superior General on how to visit  
communities (20th January 1875) 

 

My dear child, 

In my recommendations for your visits, I forgot a 
very important point. This is the checking of the ac-
counts.  The Bursar, who must always be someone 
other than the Father Superior, needs to submit the 
house accounts ledger to you, checking it out in eve-
ry detail. After checking it out thoroughly, you must 
sign it and, if any, make your observations in writing 
in it.  These accounts of the Father Bursar must be 
kept in a bound ledger fit for purpose. Make sure to 
instruct the Father Bursar that he may not nor must 
not on any pretext tear it up, carry it away, or hide it. 
On the contrary, he must always hold it at the ready 
for the Father Superior and present it to the succes-
sor of the Father Superior, if he himself is changed. 

In addition, you must also check the accounts of eve-
ry Father in particular, because everyone in the Soci-
ety needs to keep an exact note of his expenses. This 
has been officially decided and no one may be ex-
empt from it. Remind people of it initially, and then 
carry it out. I bless you, my dear child, as well as all 
your Confreres. I am all yours in Our Lord. 

 

Letter to Father Burtin (23 January 1889) 

 

My Dear Child, 

I am asking you to go on my behalf, without any de-
lay whatsoever, to see Cardinal Simeoni. You will ad-
vise him that I have just received directly from Zanzi-
bar a telegram from Fr Jamet, our procurator. I had 
asked Fr Jamet for exact information on the news 
that the newspapers were giving about Uganda. Un-
fortunately, it is all confirmed. Numerous Christians 
have been massacred and the Muslims have taken 
over the government of the country (The fault lies 
with the Germans and the English, but this cannot be 
said out loud; they have acted with much brutality, 
violence and lack of prudence). 
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